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TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS'  FIGHT 
WITH  THE  TORIES. 


CHAPTER    I. 

YOUTHFUL   ENTHUSIASM — THE    NATIONAL 
REPUBLICAN    BROTHERHOOD. 

IT  is  not  often  that  the  political  teacher  records 
his  experiences,  nor  do  I  think  I  should  have 
done  so  but  for  the  persistent  requests  of  some  of 
my  friends,  who,  being  aware  of  the  exciting 
incidents  through  which  I  had  passed,  thought  it 
would  interest  others  to  read  the  account  of  my 
twenty-five  years'  active  political  work. 

I  need  not  trouble  my  readers  with  the  reasons 
which  induced  me  to  give  my  whole  time  to  public 
work  so  early  in  life.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
write  an  autobiography,  but  merely  to  place  on 
record  some  of  the  incidents  of  my  political  cam- 
paigns. Having  been  thrown  upon  my  own 
resources  ever  since  I  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  I 
have  frequently  had  to  rub  against  the  sharp 
corners  of  existence,  and  having  graduated  in  the 
workshop,  I  soon  learned  to  take  a  deep  interest 
in  all  questions  affecting  the  working  classes. 
At  sixteen  years  of  age  I  became  a  member  of  a 
political  debating  society,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  politics. 

About  this  time  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  a 
few  fairly-educated  young  Irishmen,  and  I  had  my 
attention  directed  to  the  Irish  Question.  After 
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studying  with  considerable  industry  the  history 
of  the  600  years'  British  rule  in  Ireland,  I  became 
very  indignant,  and  had  I  been  an  Irishman  I 
should  at  that  time  have  become  what  some 
Englishmen  call  a  "  rebel "  of  a  very  pronounced 
type.  It  amazed  me  to  find  with  what  savage 
brutality  British  laws  had  been  administered  in 
that  unfortunate  country,  and  I  soon  commenced 
giving  addresses  on  Irish  questions  to  audiences 
of  working  men.  My  further  study  of  general 
history  and  politics  soon  revealed  to  me  that  the 
injustices  practised  in  Ireland  were  only  part  of  a 
system  imposed  by  the  rich  upon  the  poor  in  this 
country,  as  long  as  the  wealthy  ones  had  the  power 
to  work  their  own  sweet  will. 

Continuing  my  investigations,  I  became  an  en- 
thusiastic reformer,  and  I  foolishly  imagined  that 
it  was  only  necessary  to  bring  the  facts  of  mis- 
government  before  the  people  in  order  to  obtain 
their  earnest  co-operation  in  the  direction  of  re- 
formation. I  had  not  then  read  the  lives  of  the 
devoted  reformers  of  the  past,  or  I  should  have 
known  how  thankless  a  task  is  working  for  the 
public. 

However,  I  continued  to  spend  all  my  spare  cash 
(which  was  not  much)  on  books,  and  my  spare 
time  in  reading  them,  and  I  soon  became  in  great 
demand  at  our  working-men's  meetings  and  de- 
bating classes,  especially  as  I,  with  a  few  others 
from  the  boot  factory,  had  developed  a  love  for 
controversial  politics.  Whenever  there  was  a 
Tory  meeting  in  our  neighbourhood  we  were 
always  prepared  to  go  and  move  an  amendment, 
if  we  got  the  chance,  and  if  not,  we  would  arrange 
a  counter  demonstration  and  challenge  the  Tory 
speakers  to  come  and  oppose  us,  we  promising 
them  the  fullest  facilities  for  their  criticism. 
We  had,  in  those  days,  a  great  idea  of  fairness 

2 


YOUTHFUL  ENTHUSIASM. 

and  any  amount  of  courage,  and  so  confident  were 
we  of  the  strength  of  our  case  that  when  we  got 
an  opponent  we  felt  inclined  to  exclaim,  "  The 
Lord  hath  delivered  him  into  our  hands." 

This  part  of  my  life  was  spent  in  Nottingham, 
which  town  at  that  time  was  a  great  centre  of 
political  activity,  having  in  it  a  Republican  Club, 
an  International  Association,  an  Irish  Amnesty 
Association,  an  Agricultural  Labourers'  Aid  Com- 
mittee, a  Rights  of  Man  Lecture  Committee,  &c. 
Needless  to  say,  I  was  a  member  of  each  of  these 
advanced  organisations.  The  Sneinton  market- 
place was  our  favourite  battle-ground.  Here,  by 
the  aid  of  a  lurry,  we  held  our  open-air  meetings, 
and  when  a  larger  demonstration  was  necessary 
we  paraded  the  streets  of  the  town  and  took  up  our 
position  in  the  central  market-place.  The  Tory  local 
press  criticised  our  movements  from  time  to  time. 

On  April  8th,  1873,  the  Nottingham  Journal 
published  the  following  : — 

"  In  the  far-distant  future,  when  the  '  Universal 
Republic  '  shall  have  been  proclaimed,  Sneinton 
market-place,  it  is  considered,  will  be  a  celebrated 
spot.  At  present  there  is  nothing  picturesque 
about  the  place,  on  the  contrary,  this  market- 
place is  the  most  cheerless  and  uninteresting  of 

localities, but  my  intention  is  not 

to  dwell  on  the  future  of  Sneinton  market.  It  has 
its  present  uses,  and  one  of  those  is  to  afford  an 
arena  in  which  agitators  and  grumblers  may  let  off 
their  steam.  With  regard  to  this  class  of  people, 
I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that  they  should  be 
allowed  to  have  their  say.  Very  frequently  they 
are  satisfied  with  this.  My  experience  is  that  men 
fond  of  making  speeches  care  less  for  the  effects 
they  produce  afterwards  than  the  pleasure  it  gives 
them  at  the  time.  Therefore,  I  say,  let  us  be 
tolerant  with  the  extreme  people." 
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We  were  not  over  sensitive  in  those  days,  and 
therefore  adverse  newspaper  criticism  did  not 
much  disturb  us. 

"  I  think  I'm  not  hard  to  get  along  with,"  said 
a  lady  engaging  a  servant.  "  Faith,  nayther  am 
I,  mum  !  "  replied  the  applicant.  "  Whin  a  mis- 
thress  is  doin'  her  best,  'tis  mesilf  thot  overlooks 
lots  av  things." 

And  so  we,  in  those  days,  were  inclined  to  over- 
look a  lot  of  things. 

We  were  in  the  habit — after  our  day's  work  was 
done — of  going  out  to  the  villages  and  holding 
meetings  with  the  agricultural  labourers,  and  on 
other  occasions  we  would  club  together  in  the 
workshop  and  get  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  lecturers  to  the  town  to  enlighten  the 
natives. 

On  one  occasion  we  had  engaged  a  lecturer  and 
posted  the  town  well  announcing  the  meeting, 
when  Captain  Holden,  who  was  then  Chief  Con- 
stable of  Nottinghamshire,  coming  out  of  the 
Nottingham  Tory  Club — the  worse  for  liquor — 
caught  sight  of  one  of  our  large  posters  on  a 
hoarding  ;  whereupon  he  tore  as  much  of  it  as  he 
could  with  his  walking-stick,  swore  vigorously  at 
the  bill-poster,  who  was  standing  by  at  the  time, 
and  dared  him  to  post  any  similar  bills  in  the 
county.  A  working  man  who  witnessed  this 
heroic  act  of  the  gallant  captain's  brought  us  the 
information,  and  we  at  once  obtained  a  summons 
from  the  local  magistrate  against  the  Chief  Con- 
stable. When  the  case  came  before  the  court 
the  defence  was  that  the  wall  on  which  the  placard 
was  affixed  was  the  property  of  the  Corporation, 
and  the  bill  ought  not  to  have  been  posted  there  ! 
Although  the  bill-sticker  swore  that  he  rented  the 
wall  from  the  shopkeeper  who  occupied  the 
premises,  the  magistrates  dismissed  the  case-- 
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which  was  only  what  we  expected,  but  we  had  the 
satisfaction  of  making  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Holden  public,  and  we  got  Mr.  A.  Herbert,  who 
was  then  the  member  for  Nottingham,  to  bring 
the  case  before  the  House  of  Commons.  Mr. 
Bruce,  then  Home  Secretary,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
A.  Herbert,  stated :  "  That  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  the  conduct  of  the  Chief  Constable 
of  the  Nottinghamshire  Constabulary  in  des- 
troying a  bill  announcing  a  public  meeting.  The 
Chief  Constable  had  been  summoned  before  the 
magistrates  and  acquitted,  but  he  (Mr.  Bruce) 
could  not  approve  of  what  he  had  done.  (Cheers.) 
If  the  meeting  was  illegal,  proper  means  should 
have  been  taken  to  prevent  it,  but  if  it  was  legal, 
however  offensive  it  might  be  to  individuals,  the 
representative  of  law  and  order  ought  not  to  have 
allowed  his  feelings  to  carry  him  away.  (Cheers.) 
There  were  no  means  now  of  censuring  him." 
We  had  no  more  posters  destroyed  after  this. 

One  of  my  earliest  experiences  was  going  with 
a  company  of  young  men  to  Derby  to  help  to  pro- 
tect Sir  Charles  Dilke.  He  was  then  lecturing  in 
favour  of  Land  Tenure  Reform — not  a  very 
revolutionary  subject,  but  he  had  previously 
called  attention  to  the  cost  of  the  Royal  House- 
hold in  a  pamphlet  he  had  published  on  that 
subject,  and  as  the  Tories  have  always  been  the 
champions  of  abuses  and  extravagance,  they 
naturally  resented  the  laying  bare  of  the  startling 
facts  Sir  Charles  was  able  to  place  before  the 
people.  He  had  visited  Derby,  I  believe,  in  1871, 
on  which  occasion  there  was  considerable  dis- 
turbance, and  he  now  returned  on  the  yth  Jan- 
uary, 1873.  The  meeting  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  J.  C.  Cox,  a  Radical  magistrate  of  Hazlewood, 
Belper.  It  was  reported  in  Derby  that  a  well- 
organised  opposition  party  was  fully  prepared  to 
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give  the  speakers  a  very  warm  greeting.  The 
platform,  in  the  first  case,  was  filled  with  ladies,  as 
it  was  thought  that  their  presence  might  have  a 
restraining  influence  upon  our  turbulent  opponents. 
The  meeting  was  announced  to  commence  at 
half-past  seven,  but  previous  to  that  time,  hun- 
dreds had  congregated  in  the  street  in  front  of  the 
hall.  On  the  doors  being  opened,  a  frightful  rush 
was  made  by  the  roughs,  who  attempted  to  storm 
the  platform.  We  speedily  got  the  ladies  into  the 
ante-rooms,  and,  placing  a  bodyguard  for  their 
protection,  we  returned  to  the  hall  and  the  fighting 
began  in  earnest.  Most  of  our  opponents  were  in 
various  stages  of  intoxication — it  was  evident  that 
the  national  beverage  had  been  flowing  generously 
during  the  day.  For  a  time  blood  flowed  freely, 
the  wounded  on  our  side  being  handed  into  the 
ante-rooms,  where  they  were  most  ably  attended 
to  by  the  ladies.  We  were  not  long  before  we 
were  able  to  drive  the  rowdies  out  into  the  street. 
The  doors  were  then  closed  and  fastened,  and  the 
meeting  was  carried  through  without  further  dis- 
turbance ;  our  opponents  meanwhile  amusing 
themselves  by  smashing  the  windows  and  trying 
to  break  open  the  doors.  When  the  time  came  to 
leave  the  hall,  we  formed  a  strong  bodyguard,  and, 
surrounding  Sir  Charles  and  Lady  Dilke,  we 
marched  them  through  the  streets  and  gave  them 
a  big  ovation  as  they  entered  their  hotel. 

After  this  the  Tories  tried  to  get  Mr.  J.  C.  Cox 
removed  from  the  bench  for  having  presided  at 
the  meeting,  but  in  this  they  were  not  successful. 
I  often  think  how  little  the  young  men  of  the 
present  day  know  of  the  struggles  through  which 
some  people  have  had  to  pass  for  the  establish- 
ment of  free  speech  in  this  country.  During  this 
meeting  I  was  able  to  save  Mr.  G.  J.  Holyoake 
from  a  very  severe  blow,  which  might,  perhaps, 
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have  endangered  his  life.  I  don't  suppose  he  ever 
knew  anything  about  it,  but  it  happened  in  this 
manner  :  During  the  melee  a  number  of  roughs 
gained  possession  of  the  platform,  from  which 
some  of  us  were  trying  to  eject  them.  Mr. 
Holyoake  was  standing  on  the  floor  of  the  hall  with 
his  back  to  the  platform,  when  one  of  the  oppo- 
nents, armed  with  the  thick  part  of  a  fishing-rod, 
on  the  end  of  which  was  a  strong  brass  ferrule, 
raised  this  weapon  in  the  air,  and  was  bringing  it 
down  with  all  his  force  towards  the  head  of  Mr. 
Holyoake.  I  just  had  time  to  spring  at  the  man, 
wrench  the  stick  from  him,  and  help  him,  head 
first,  over  the  rail  of  the  platform.  I  carried  that 
part  of  the  fishing-rod  back  with  me  to  Notting- 
ham, as  a  memento  of  the  occasion. 

In  September  of  1873  I  attended  a  conference 
of  Republicans  at  Nottingham.  Delegates  were 
present  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  but  early  in 
the  meeting  theological  differences  developed 
which  spoilt  the  harmony  of  the  gathering.  After 
this  conference  the  organisation  got  weaker  and 
weaker,  until  it  passed  out  of  existence. 

The  "  Brotherhood  " — as  it  was  called — was 
brought  into  being  by  John  de  Morgan,  who  was 
very  strongly  opposed  by  Mr.  Charles  Bradlaugh, 
the  result  being  that  two  sections  of  the  party 
fought  each  other  vigorously,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  report  which  was  read  to  the  con- 
ference by  Mr.  de  Morgan,  who  was  then  sec- 
retary to  the  organisation  : — 

THE  REPORT. 

"  To  understand  fully  the  position  and  pros- 
pects of  the  National  Republican  Brotherhood,  it 
is  necessary  to  look  back  to  the  time  when  the 
association  was  founded,  and  to  glance  at  the 
various  obstacles  the  advocates  of  Republicanism 
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had  to  contend  against.  The  National  Republi- 
can Brotherhood  can  only  claim  to  have  been 
established  in  December,  1872,  but  to  it  belongs 
the  honour  of  being  the  first  Republican  associa- 
tion of  a  national  character  formed  in  England 
since  1850.  England  has  during  the  last  few  years 
enjoyed  great  prosperity.  Wealth  has  flowed 
into  the  coffers  of  the  employers,  while  a  larger 
wage  has  gone  into  the  houses  of  the  workers. 
Trade-unionism  has  permeated  all  classes  of 
society,  even  the  employers  had  formed  an  asso- 
ciation to  counteract  the  effects  of  their  workers' 
union.  Unfortunately  the  English  people  are 
politically  apathetic  when  in  full  work,  or  in  receipt 
of  fair  wages.  But  in  the  country  there  are  many 
men  who  still  remained  true  to  the  principles  of 
Chartism  and  Republicanism,  and  by  the  constant 
advocacy  of  those  principles  by  Reynolds'  news- 
paper, and  others,  a  certain  amount  of  disaffected 
spirit  displayed  itself.  When  Her  Most  Gracious 
Majesty  showed  her  miserly  spirit,  by  asking  for 
dowries  and  grants  for  her  children,  Republican 
clubs  were  formed,  and  in  September,  1872,  a 
committee,  representing  seventeen  clubs,  with  the 
object  of  binoling  together  the  isolated  clubs  into 
one  National  Federation,  was  brought  into  exis- 
tence. Accordingly,  the  first  Republican  Con- 
ference was  held  on  December  ist  and  2nd,  in  the 
town  of  Sheffield.  The  papers  acknowledged  the 
importance  of  the  Conference,  and  leading  articles 
appeared  about  it  in  several  of  them.  At  that 
conference  the  National  Republican  Brotherhood 
was  formed.  One  of  the  first  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  progress  was  the  fact  that  up  to  that  time 
the  advocacy  of  Republicanism  had  been  almost 
exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  Atheistic  party. 
Christian  Republicans  stood  aloof,  and  every  one 
who  declared  himself  a  believer  in  Republicanism 
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was  tabooed  as  an  Atheist.  The  Sheffield  Con- 
ference decided  that  nothing  of  a  religious  or 
anti-religious  character  should  be  discussed  on  the 
platforms  of  the  National  Republican  Brother- 
hood. As  a  result,  several  clergymen  and  well- 
known  Christian  men  joined  us.  It  was  thought 
advisable  to  have  an  emblem,  and  therefore  the 
blue,  white,  and  green  tri-colour  was  adopted, 
the  colours  typifying  the  Universal  Brotherhood 
of  Man.  Within  a  week  after  the  Sheffield  Con- 
ference the  new  associations  had  to  bear  a  severe 
attack — not  from  an  open  Royalist,  but  from  a 
professed  Republican.  The  National  Republican 
Brotherhood  was  pointed  out  to  the  Government 
as  a  treasonable  conspiracy,  and  clubs  were 
warned  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  so  disloyal  a 
society.  Your  secretary's  private  and  public  life 
was  attacked,  and  every  means  taken  to  crush 
him  and  the  Brotherhood.  This  opposition  came 
from  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  and  has  lasted  to  the  present 
time.  It  had  been  resolved  to  hold  a  conference 
at  Birmingham  the  first  week  in  June,  but  Mr. 
Bradlaugh  convened  a  conference  in  Birmingham 
early  in  May.  Accordingly,  a  conference  was  held 
in  that  town  on  the  nth  of  May,  composed  of 
delegates  from  Secular  Societies,  Working  Men's 
Clubs,  and  Republican  Clubs.  Your  Executive, 
therefore,  deemed  it  advisable  to  postpone  the 
National  Republican  Brotherhood  Conference  until 
this  date.  Most  of  the  clubs  throughout  the 
country  remained  neutral.  Meetings  have  been 
held  at  Nottingham,  Sheffield,  and  Kidderminster. 
At  the  latter  town  the  meeting  was  most  influen- 
tial, a  member  of  the  Town  Council  taking  part 
in  the  meeting.  The  Kidderminster  Shuttle, 
owned  by  a  member  of  the  Republican  Club, 
occupied  a  whole  page  with  the  report  of  that 
meeting.  Lectures  have  also  been  given  by  your 
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secretary  at  Walsall,  Wolverhampton,  Manchester, 
Northampton,  Aberdeen,  Buckfastleigh,  Welling- 
ton, Bristol,  Long  Buckby,  Doncaster,  Keighley, 
Loughborough,    Halifax,    and    in    London.     At 
Aberdeen  the  Town  Council  interfered  indirectly 
with  the  lecture  on  Sunday,  but  this  only  served 
our  purpose,  for  a  procession  was  formed  on  the 
Tuesday    night,    and    the    National    Republican 
Brotherhood  tri-colour  was  carried  triumphantly 
through  the  loyal  city  of  Aberdeen.     At  Lough- 
borough,  the  proprietors  of  the  Oddfellows'  Hall 
declared  that  your  secretary  was  not  respectable 
enough  for  them,  so  the  meeting  was  held  in  the 
open  air,  much  to  the  disgust  of  a  few  loyal  ones, 
who,   by   engaging  the  volunteer  band  to   play 
'  God  Save  the  Queen,'  sought  to  break  up  the 
meeting,    but   to   no   purpose.     At   Nottingham, 
the  Chief  Constable  of  the  County  Police  wilfully 
defaced  one  of  the  bills  announcing  a  meeting  of 
the    National    Republican    Brotherhood.      Your 
secretary  summoned  him,  but  by  a  quibble  the 
law  was  evaded,  and  Captain  Holden  went  free. 
An  appeal  was  sent  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  con- 
veying evidence  that  the  magistrates  had  had  a 
private  interview  with  Captain  Holden  ;   but  that 
over-paid  functionary,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  '  saw 
no  reason  to  interfere.'     Thanks  to  the  hon.  mem- 
ber  for  Nottingham,   the  case  came  before   the 
House  of  Commons,  and  Mr.  Bruce,  the  Home 
Secretary,  censured  the  policeman  Holden  for  his 
excess    of    loyalty.     Branches    of    the    National 
Republican   Brotherhood   have   been   formed   at 
Long  Buckby,  Stroud,  Buckfastleigh,  Wellington, 
and  Soho  (London).     On  Sunday,  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember, your  secretary  was  invited  to  lecture  on 
Republicanism,  at  Peckham  Rye.     The  Inspector 
and  Vestry  objected  to  the  meeting,  but  your 
secretary  handed  his  card  to  the  vestryman,  and 
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gave  his  lecture  with  a  threat  of  prosecution 
hanging  over  his  head.  On  the  I4th  (Sunday) 
your  secretary  again  lectured  in  Peckham  Rye, 
to  several  thousand  people,  amid  interruptions, 
but  the  point  was  gained,  the  Vestry  was  beaten, 
and  the  right  of  free  speech  asserted  ;  the  meeting 
breaking  up  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer. 
On  the  ist  of  September  your  secretary  sent  a 
statement  to  the  Right  Hon.  Robert  Lowe,  the 
new  Home  Secretary,  asking  the  Government  to 
release  the  imprisoned  Republicans  (Irish  Fenian 
prisoners)  ;  and  on  the  nth,  Mr.  Liddell  replied 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Lowe,  that  the  Government 
declined  treating  the  Fenians  different  to  ordinary 
convicts.  Such  is  a  brief  account  of  the  public 
work  of  the  '  Brotherhood.'  The  work  of  the 
Executive  has  not  been  so  great  as  the  members 
would  have  wished,  but  the  income  at  command 
has  been  so  limited.  It  is  hoped  that  this  winter 
active  propaganda  may  be  engaged  in,  and  that 
some  action  may  be  taken  to  bring  into  the  Repub- 
lican ranks  the  trade-unionists  and  agriculturalists. 
The  vile  measures,  known  as  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  Act,  the  Conspiracy  Act,  and  the 
criminal  clauses  of  the  Master  and  Servant  Act, 
are  so  gross  an  injustice  on  the  working  man,  that 
the  wonder  is  that  he  has  not  lost  all  faith  in  the 
moneyocracy  and  aristocracy  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  An  effort  ought  to  be  made  to  bind 
together  all  the  Republican  clubs  and  working 
men's  societies  into  one  grand  confederation, 
having  a  central  fund,  which  could  be  used  when 
any  special  emergency  occurred.  One  million 
men  (and  there  is  over  that  number  in  our  trade 
unions)  subscribing  one  penny  per  week  would, 
in  twelve  months,  produce  a  fund  of  £225,300. 
What  a  power  this  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
'  Central  Executive/  when  an  occasion  offered. 
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The  Executive  see  every  hope  in  the  future. 
With  the  success  of  the  Republic  in  France,  the 
establishment  of  a  Republic  in  Spain,  there  is 
hope  that  England  will  not  be  long  in  the  wake 
of  other  nations.  Your  Executive  is  convinced 
that  mere  political  Republicanism  would  be  of 
little  use.  Social  tyranny  must  be  overthrown  ; 
the  people  must  be  emancipated  from  the  thral- 
dom of  capital,  landlordism,  and  usury,  as  well  as 
from  that  of  kings  and  potentates.  Your  Execu- 
tive view  with  pleasure  the  bold  stand  being 
taken  by  the  agricultural  labourers  in  reference  to 
the  nationalisation  of  the  land,  and  feels  con- 
vinced that  ere  long  the  labourers  must  unite  with 
the  Republicans  in  demanding  the  true  principles 
of  '  liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity/  ' 

The  programme  of  this  institution  was  very  far- 
reaching,  including,  as  it  did,  the  following  items  : — 

1.  Application  of  the  federation  principle  to 
all  Republican  states. 

2.  Abolition  of  aristocratic  titles  and  privileges. 

3.  Suppression  of  all  monopolies. 

4.  Abolition  of  standing  armies. 

5.  Compulsory  gratuitous  secular  and  indus- 
trial education. 

6.  Obligation  of  the  State  to  provide  suitable 
employment  for  all  citizens  to  work  and  sustenance 
for   the   incapacitated.     None   to   live   upon   the 
labour  of  others. 

7.  Nationalisation  of  land. 

8.  Direct  legislation  by  the  people. 

Mr.  George  Odger  lectured  in  defence  of  these 
principles  to  large  audiences  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  He  was  a  very  eloquent  speaker 
and  earnest  reformer,  but  he  was  very  badly 
treated  by  his  opponents  and  subjected  to  great 
brutality  in  some  of  the  towns  he  visited. 
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CHAPTER    II. 

MY    FIRST    PUBLIC    DEBATE — A    FIGHT    WITH 
THE    LORDS    OF    THE    MANOR. 

VERY  few  newspapers  reported  the  meetings  of 
the  agricultural  labourers  in  the  early  days  of 
their  movement.  The  Bee  Hive,  edited  by  George 
Potter,  was  their  best  friend.  The  labourers 
were  able  to  know  where  their  union  was  taking 
root  by  the  publication  of  brief  reports  like  the 
following  : — 

"  NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

"  RADCLIFFE. — Mr.  Banks  having  been  detained 
at  Nottingham  on  the  night  he  intended  visiting 
us,  he  sent  Brothers  Howes  and  Judge,  of  Notting- 
ham, on  Tuesday  last,  who  gave  great  satisfaction 
to  all  present,  and  promised  to  visit  us  again." 

— Bee  Hive,  August  30th,  1873. 

Mr.  Banks  was  the  general  secretary  of  the 
Lincoln  Labour  League,  a  union  of  agricultural 
labourers  started  before  the  inauguration  of  the 
national  movement,  which  was  afterwards  led  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Arch. 

In  the  year  1874  I  became  somewhat  closely 
connected  with  the  International  Association, 
which  was  established  with  the  view  of  organising 
the  workers  all  over  the  world.  Our  idea  was  a 
universal  strike  on  a  given  day  for  the  purpose 
of  emancipating  the  toilers  from  the  miserable 
condition  in  which  a  great  many  of  them  were 
then  placed.  Of  course,  this  was  a  very  Utopian 
idea,  and  soon  found  to  be  impossible  of  realisa- 
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tion,  but  some  of  us  were  very  much  in  earnest 
in  these  matters.  The  organ  of  this  movement 
was  the  International  Herald,  edited  by  William 
Harrison  Riley,  and  large  numbers  of  these  papers 
were  sold  at  our  public  meetings.  The  inter- 
national movement  did  not  last  long,  and  the 
general  election  coming  this  year  found  all  re- 
formers plenty  to  do,  as  it  overshadowed  all 
other  events  for  the  time  being. 

In  1875  I  removed  to  Leeds,  and  became  the 
president  of  the  Working  Men's  Labour  Repre- 
sentation League.  I  started  a  monthly  publi- 
cation, entitled  the  Labour  League  Chronicle,  and 
kept  it  going  during  the  whole  time  that  I  was 
able  to  give  my  services  to  this  organisation. 

In  this  year  I  met  with  one  who  afterwards 
became  a  very  dear  friend  to  me — Dr.  F.  R.  Lees, 
the  great  temperance  and  political  reformer.  At 
his  suggestion  I  signed  the  temperance  pledge, 
and  after  over  25  years'  experience  I  can  say 
with  great  confidence  that  it  was  one  of  the  best 
things  I  ever  did,  and  I  look  upon  that  pledge 
— which  I  keep  by  me — as  one  of  my  most  valu- 
able possessions. 

In  the  year  1876  a  Parliamentary  election  took 
place  in  Leeds,  which  resulted  in  the  return  of 
Mr.  J.  (the  late  Sir  John)  Barran.  I  entered  in- 
to this  contest  with  great  zeal,  and  the  working 
men  supported  me  enthusiastically.  Mr.  Barran 
obtained  a  good  majority. 

During  the  remainder  of  this  year  I  devoted 
myself  very  closely  to  the  work  of  the  Labour 
League.  I  had  to  address  a  large  number  of 
open-air  meetings,  to  attend  to  several  trade  dis- 
putes, and  see  to  the  general  work  of  the  organi- 
sation. 

In  the  following  year  (1877)  occurred  my  first 
public  political  debate.  I  had  been  giving  a 
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number  of  addresses  in  the  town  on  the  subject 
of  the  State  Church  for  the  Labour  League  was 
a  political  as  well  a&  a  trade  union  organisation. 
During  the  delivery  of  my  addresses  Mr.  W.  B. 
Robinson,  a  Tory  working  man,  had  taken  ex- 
ception to  some  of  my  statements,  and  on  October 
I2th  the  following  appeared  in  the  Leeds  Express  : 

"  CHALLENGE. — We  are  requested  by  Mr.  B.  K. 
Webber,  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Leeds 
Labour  Representation  League,  to  say  that  the 
president  of  the  League,  Mr.  J.  Howes,  challenges 
Mr.  W.  B.  Robinson,  of  New  Wortley,  to  a  public 
debate  on  the  question  of  disestablishment  and 
disendowment." 

On  October  I7th  the  following  reply  appeared 
in  the  same  paper  : — 

"  THE  DISESTABLISHMENT  QUESTION — MR. 
HOWES'  CHALLENGE  ACCEPTED. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Leeds  Express. 

"  Sir, — As  the  representative  of  the  New  Wortley 
Conservative  Association,  I,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  W. 
B.  Robinson,  accept  the  challenge  issued  by  the 
Leeds  Labour  Representation  League,  for  Mr. 
Howes  to  debate  with  Mr.  Robinson  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  disestablishment  and  disendowment 
of  the  English  Church.  Arrangements  as  to  time, 
place,  etc.,  can  be  made  by  communicating  to  me 
at  the  New  Wortley  Conservative  Association,  71, 
Wellington  Road,  Leeds. — I  am,  &c., 

"  G.  T.  DENMAN. 

"  New  Wortley,  Oct.  I7th,  1877." 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  these  letters  a 
joint  committee  was  established  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements.  The  largest  hall  in  the 
town  was  obtained,  and  the  debate  commenced, 
on  December  loth,  before  a  crowded  audience 
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(Alderman  Tatham  occupying  the  chair).  The 
conditions  of  debate  were  those  which  I  have 
always  adopted  for  similar  meetings  since  this 
period  : — 

"  Opening  speeches  on  each  side,  30  minutes  ; 
following  speeches,  15  minutes.  Three  speeches 
each  side  each  evening,  making  a  two  hours' 
debate."  "  All  books  and  papers  used  during  the 
discussion  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  both  disputants." 
"  No  absent  author  to  be  quoted."  "  No  vote  to 
be  taken,  except  votes  of  thanks  to  speakers  and 
chairman." 

My  friends  were  extremely  well  satisfied  with 
the  result  of  this  debate.  The  meetings,  although 
very  large,  were  very  well  conducted,  and  at  times 
the  audience  got  very  enthusiastic.  Mr.  Robinson 
caused  considerable  amusement  during  one  of  his 
speeches  by  saying  :  "If  Mr.  Howes  thinks  to 
lead  me  into  the  mystic  pages  of  history,  he  will 
find  himself  very  much  mistaken."  I  have  since 
discovered  that  Tories  invariably  object  to  "  His- 
tory." They  appear  to  be  ashamed  of  their  past, 
and  this  feeling  does  them  great  credit. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  year  I  got  mixed  up 
with  the  greatest  fight  I  had  ever  been  connected 
with.  I  was  residing  in  the  Hunslet  district  of 
Leeds,  in  which  neighbourhood  there  was  a  large 
open  space,  known  as  Hunslet  Common.  From 
time  immemorial  the  residents  had  exercised 
commoners'  rights  over  and  upon  this  land ;  the 
management  of  manorial  matters  had  been  con- 
ducted by  the  Vestry  and  the  Court  Leet,  but  of 
recent  years  the  lords  of  the  manor — who  were 
the  owners  of  an  adjacent  colliery,  known 
as  the  Middleton  Colliery  Co. — had  taken  the 
management  into  their  own  hands.  Encroach- 
ments had  been  made,  pieces  of  the  land  had 
been  disposed  of,  and  at  last  the  lords  of  the  manor 
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laid  rails  across  the  surface  of  the  common"  con- 
necting their  coal  pits  with  the  Midland  Railway, 
and  they  commenced  running  trains  of  coal- 
wagons  across  the  common.  This  action  aroused 
great  indignation  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  a 
committee  of  the  inhabitants  was  formed  to  look 
after  the  commoners'  rights,  and  to  resist  the 
action  of  the  lords.  I  was  appointed  on  this 
committee,  and  I  advised  that  local  action  should 
be  taken  against  the  lords — in  the  name  of  one 
or  tv/o  of  the  commoners — for  trespass,  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  unnecessary  expense,  and  in 
order  that  the  onus  of  proof  might,  if  possible, 
be  thrown  upon  the  lords. 

At  this  time,  Mr.  John  de  Morgan  was  posing 
in  the  country  as  the  commoners'  champion.  He 
had  had  several  tussles  with  lords  of  the  manor 
in  other  parts,  and  as  he  had  two  or  three  law 
cases  pending  at  the  time,  it  was  thought  by 
some  of  the  members  of  the  committee  that  it 
would  be  better  to  consult  him  concerning  our 
difficulty.  He  was  written  to,  and  he  at  once 
consented  to  take  up  the  case.  The  majority  of 
the  committee  were  strongly  in  favour  of  author- 
ising him  to  act  on  our  behalf,  although  some  of 
us  very  much  doubted  the  expediency  of  this 
step.  We  had  very  little  confidence  in  the  man, 
and  it  did  not  appear  to  us  that  his  tactics  at 
other  places  were  commendable.  However,  as 
we  were  all  resolved  that  something  must  be 
done,  and  in  order  to  avoid  any  appearance  of 
differences  amongst  us,  John  de  Morgan  was  in- 
vited. 

On  Saturday,  December  gth,  a  large  demon- 
stration was  held  on  Hunslet  Common.  The 
newspapers  stated  that  there  were  50,000  people 
present.  Mr.  de  Morgan  made  a  speech,  after 
which  we  removed  a  portion  of  the  rails  laid 
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down  by  the  lords  of  the  manor,  and  the  people, 
being  advised  to  make  no  further  demonstration 
for  the  time  being,  quietly  dispersed.  A  few  days 
after  this,  John  de  Morgan  was  arrested  and 
thrown  into  Holloway  Gaol  in  connection  with  a 
commons  case  in  another  town,  and  the  lords  of 
the  manor  of  Hunslet  having  replaced  the  rail 
we  removed,  J.  de  Morgan  sent  their  solicitors 
the  following  letter  : — 

"  Commoners'  Protection  League, 

"  Leader's  Office,  City  Prison,  Holloway, 

"  2oth  December,  1877. 

"  To  Messrs.  Nelson,  Bulmer,  and  Nelson, 

"  Solicitors  to  the  Lords  of  the  Manor  of  Hunslet. 

"  Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you 
that  unless  you  remove  the  railway  siding  and 
other  obstructions  made  by  the  Middleton  Colliery 
Company  Limited,  or  by  their  order,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  February,  I  shall  on  some  day  after 
the  aforementioned  day  assemble  and  meet  a 
company  on  the  said  Hunslet  Moor,  and  shall 
remove  all  such  obstructions,  and  shall  either  sell 
all  the  plant  and  materials  by  public  auction  to 
defray  the  expenses — and  if  any  balance  should 
remain  in  hand  after  the  balance  of  said  expenses, 
shall  hand  over  such  balance  to  the  Mayor  of 
Leeds,  to  be  used  by  him  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  Hunslet — or  I  shall  burn  all  the  sleepers 
and  carry  the  rails  to  some  convenient  place 
where  they  can  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of 
the  commoners  of  Leeds. — I  am,  gentlemen, 
"  Yours  obediently, 

"  JOHN  DE  MORGAN, 

"  Commoners'  Agent." 

On  the  28th  of  the  following  January,  notices 
of  writ  were  served  by  the  solicitors  to  the  lords 
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of  the  manor,  upon  Mr.  Peter  Gilston,  Mr.  William 
Margerison,  and  myself,  and  in  due  time  we  were 
summoned  to  appear  before  Sir  George  Jessel, 
then  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in  the  Chancery  Division 
of  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  "  to  show  cause 
why  an  injunction  should  not  be  issued  against  us, 
to  restrain  us  from  interfering  with  the  property 
of  the  lords  in  the  parish  of  Hunslet."  This  was 
the  most  expensive  move  the  lords  could  have 
taken,  and  as  the  case  had  to  be  tried  in  London 
it  placed  us  (the  defendants)  at  a  great  disadvan- 
tage. The  working  people  all  over  the  town  sub- 
scribed liberally  towards  our  defence.  The  mem- 
ber for  the  borough  (Mr.  John  Barran)  sent  Mr. 
Grandison,  the  honorary  secretary  of  the  Hunslet 
Moor  Protection  League,  the  following  letter  : — 

"  Buckingham  Palace  Hotel,  February  5th,  1878. 

"  Sir, — Will  you  please  put  my  name  down  for 
£20  towards  the  costs  of  the  gentlemen  against 
whom  the  Middleton  Estate  and  Colliery  Com- 
pany have  commenced  proceedings  in  the  Rolls 
Court  ?  The  commoners'  rights  are  of  great 
importance,  and  should  at  all  times  be  protected, 
not  merely  in  their  interests,  but  in  the  interest 
of  the  general  public.  It  is  that  these  rights  may 
be  clearly  denned  before  a  proper  tribunal  that  I 
am  contributing  my  small  quota  to  the  costs. 
The  gentlemen  against  whom  proceedings  are 
commenced  deserve  our  thanks  for  the  stand 
they  have  made,  and  ought  to  receive  the  pecu- 
niary support  of  the  people  generally. — I  am,  sir, 

"  Yours  faithfully, 

"  Mr.  J.  C.  Grandison."  "  JOHN  BARRAN. 

Of  course,  we  retained  counsel.  The  trial  came 
on  in  due  course,  and  the  verdict  went  against 
us  ;  the  court  granting  the  lords  of  the  manor  a 
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perpetual  injunction,  with  costs.  One  thing  was 
clearly  proved,  namely,  how  utterly  impossible  it 
is  to  defend  the  rights  of  commoners  under  the 
existing  law. 

The  costs,  amounting  to  over  £300,  the  lords 
of  the  manor  had  to  recover  from  us,  if  they 
could.  I  had  nothing,  Mr.  Margerison  was  equally- 
blessed  with  this  world's  good  things,  so  that  we 
were  perfectly  happy,  being  very  much  in  the 
position  of  the  poor  Irish  woman  whose  rent  was 
in  arrear,  and  whose  furniture  had  disappeared. 
When  the  landlord  told  her  that  if  she  did  not 
pay  he  would  send  the  brokers,  she  exclaimed  : 
"  Brokers  !  I've  nothing  for  'em  to  take  ;  the 
Lord  be  praised."  Unfortunately,  Mr.  Gilston 
was  the  owner  of  some  property,  and  the  lords 
pounced  down  upon  him.  But  our  work  had 
not  been  in  vain,  for  we  had  created  a  public 
opinion  in  the  town,  which  restrained  the  action 
of  the  owners  of  the  Middleton  Colliery  Co.,  and, 
after  a  short  negotiation,  they  agreed  to  accept 
Mr.  Gilston's  share  of  the  costs,  and  reserve  the 
right  to  proceed  against  Mr.  Margerison  and  Mr. 
Howes  whenever  they  thought  fit.  This  arrange- 
ment suited  us  very  well.  We  had  no  intention 
of  paying  the  lords  of  the  manor  a  single  farth- 
ing, and  we  never  disguised  that  fact,  but  always 
stated  it  at  the  public  meetings.  The  lords  never 
thought  it  worth  their  while  to  proceed  further 
in  the  matter,  and  since  then  the  Statute  of 
Limitations  has  wiped  away  the  debt. 

The  town  was  in  a  great  state  of  indignation 
when  it  was  known  that  the  verdict  had  gone 
against  us,  and  the  feeling  ran  so  high  that  the 
Leeds  Corporation  felt  compelled  to  take  up  the 
matter  where  we  had  left  it.  They  entered  into 
negotiations  with  the  lords  of  the  manor,  and 
although  they  had  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
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lords  for  the  purchase  of  their  supposed  rights, 
the  moor  was  obtained  for  the  people,  and  has 
since  been  laid  out  very  tastefully.  It  is  now  a 
pretty  park  and  recreation  ground,  and  is  the 
absolute  property  of  the  inhabitants. 

There  is  no  part  of  my  public  work  that  I  look 
back  upon  with  greater  pleasure  than  this  fight 
with  the  lords  of  the  manor  of  Hunslet. 


ItOCIWZU 

/CAL-U 


CHAPTER  III. 

THE  LABOUR  REPRESENTATION  LEAGUE — DEFEAT 
OF  THE  JINGOES — MR.  GLADSTONE  AT  LEEDS. 

DURING  the  year  1878  the  Jingo  feeling  in  the 
country  reached  a  very  high  pitch,  owing  to  the 
war  policy  of  the  Beaconsfield  Administration. 
A  town's  meeting  was  held  in  Leeds  in  January  to 
consider  this  question,  when  the  Tories  mustered 
in  great  force  to  support  the  Government,  and  the 
proceedings  were  very  accurately  described  by  the 
Leeds  Express  as  follows  : — 

"  LEEDS  AND  THE  WAR  CRISIS — TOWN'S  MEETING 
LAST  NIGHT — DISGRACEFUL  CONDUCT 
OF  TORY  ROUGHS. 

"  A  town's  meeting,  convened  by  the  Mayor 
(Councillor  Carbutt)  in  compliance  with  a  requisi- 
tion signed  by  490  leading  burgesses,  was  held 
last  night  in  the  Albert  Hall,  '  to  consider  the 
present  position  of  this  country  in  regard  to  the 
war  in  the  East  of  Europe,  with  special  reference 
to  the  recent  action  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
in  relation  thereto.'  There  was  a  very  large 
attendance,  the  hall  being  crowded  to  the  doors. 
The  Mayor  presided.  The  proceedings  throughout 
were  of  a  disorderly  character,  owing  to  the  meeting 
having  been  packed  by  a  number  of  Tory  roughs, 
who  had  previously  paraded  the  streets  headed  by 
a  band  of  music,  and  carrying  blue  bills  over  their 
shoulders  calling  upon  '  True  Britons  '  to  assemble 
in  the  hall.  Many  of  them  were  the  worse  for 
liquor,  and  one  of  them  managed  to  get  into  the 
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room  with  a  large  bull  dog,  which  he  held  by  a 
string,  and  which  barked  loudly  when  there  was 
any  cheering  or  disorder.  The  whole  of  the 
speakers  were  interrupted,  and  had  the  utmost 
difficulty  in  making  themselves  heard.  Fortu- 
nately, the  great  majority  at  the  meeting  were 
peaceably  inclined,  otherwise  a  riot  of  a  serious 
nature  would  have  been  inevitable." 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  to  the 
meeting :  "  That  this  meeting  has  learnt  with 
much  indignation  that  a  proposal  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament  for  the  grant  of  six  millions 
for  war  purposes,  and  believing  that  such  pro- 
posal is  meant  as  a  menace  to  Russia,  and  fraught 
with  the  utmost  danger  to  the  peace  of  Europe, 
it  heartily  expresses  its  earnest  hope  that  the 
House  of  Commons  will  reject  the  proposal." 

To  this  the  chairman  of  one  of  the  local  Con- 
servative Associations  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment :  "  That  this  meeting  heartily  supports 
the  policy  of  the  present  Government  intact,  and 
hopes  that  the  interests  of  old  England  may  be 
fully  maintained." 

I  seconded  the  resolution,  and  obtained  a  very 
fair  hearing  ;  and  I  am  glad  to  say  the  resolution 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority  amid  vociferous 
cheering. 

During  this  year  the  increased  activity  of  the 
Labour  League  caused  considerable  stir  in  Leeds 
and  district.  The  Yorkshire  Independent  said : 
"  The  Leeds  Labour  Representation  League  is 
doing  excellent  political  work  in  the  town.  The 
meeting  held  in  Vicar's  Croft,  on  Sunday,  to  con- 
sider the  school  board  business,  was  a  great 
success.  The  speeches  delivered  on  the  occasion 
had  the  right  ring  about  them.  I  hear  the  League 
will  be  represented  at  the  forthcoming  Peace 
Conference,  to  be  held  in  the  Memorial  Hall,  Man- 
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Chester,  on  Tuesday  next,  by  Mr.  Joseph  Howes, 
the  president." 

In  March  of  this  year  we  held  our  first  annual 
meeting,  of  which  the  Leeds  Express  gave  the 
following  report  : — 

"  THE  LEEDS  LABOUR  REPRESENTATION 
LEAGUE. 

"  On  Tuesday  evening  there  was  a  public  tea 
and  entertainment  at  the   Working  Men's  Hall, 
Park   Street,   under  the   auspices  of  the   above- 
named  League,  when  nearly  two  hundred  persons 
sat  down  to  a  most  excellent  tea.     Mr.  H.  Dyson, 
who  presided  over  the  public  meeting,   said  he 
regretted  such  an  association  had  not  been  formed 
earlier,  as  there  was  much  work  to  be  done.     Mr. 
J.  Howes  then  briefly  referred  to  the  commence- 
ment and  history  of  the  League.     He  said  that 
some  time  ago  he  and  a  few  others  determined  to 
establish  a  bona-fide  working  men's  political  asso- 
ciation.    They  made  a  start,  and  were  told  they 
could  not  exist  for  six  months.     They  had  held 
sixty  open-air  meetings,  and  had  had  a  two  nights' 
discussion  on  the  question  of  Disestablishment  and 
Disendowment,  in  the  Albert  Hall,  which  was  both 
a  moral  and  financial  success.     Their  object  was 
to  bring  working  men  together  to  promote  ad- 
vanced political   views.     They  had   a  somewhat 
comprehensive  programme,  which,  at  the  present 
time,    was    more    educational    than    practicable. 
They  included  among  their  members  teetotalers 
and  non-teetotalers,  but  they   did  not  think  it 
wise  to  hold  their  meetings  at  a  public-house. 
They  wished  their  members  to  keep  sober,  and  to 
be    politicians    in    earnest.     They    were    not    in 
opposition  to  any  other  Liberal  organisation  or 
association.     They  thought  the  best  way  to  help 
the    Liberal    party  to  do   Liberal  work  was  ta 

24 


DEFEAT  OF  THE  JINGOES. 

organise  a  strong  Radical  party.  There  was  hardly 
a  political  institution  in  the  borough  in  which  some 
of  their  members  had  not  a  seat  and  a  voice. 
They  had  several  on  the  Liberal  Four  Hundred, 
and  some  were  also  on  the  Executive.  They 
thought  that  Labour  should  be  represented  in 
Parliament,  but,  of  course,  they  were  willing  to 
support  any  good  man,  even  if  he  did  not  belong 
to  that  class.  The  people  required  political  educa- 
tion and  instruction,  and  this  could  only  be 
attained  by  study  and  public  discussion  through 
the  agency  of  the  press  and  platform." 

Despite  the  protestations  of  the  Liberal  party 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  the  Tory  Govern- 
ment continued  to  prosecute  their  war  policy. 
Consequently  another  meeting  was  held  in  Leeds 
on  this  subject.  This  time  the  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Town  Hall.  The  Tories  assembled  in  great 
force  and  repeated  the  rowdy  scenes  of  the  previous 
meetings,  and  by  a  lavish  distribution  of  cayenne 
pepper  they  made  speaking  almost  impossible. 
The  crowd  was  so  great  that  a  large  number  of 
people  found  it  impossible  to  gain  admission  to 
the  hall.  Seeing  this,  a  detachment  of  the  Tory 
party  tried  to  steal  a  march  outside.  I  was 
in  the  hall  at  the  time,  but  one  of  the  members 
of  our  League  brought  me  word  of  what  was  going 
on,  and  as  I  had  not  to  speak  until  near  the  end 
of  the  programme,  I  at  once  went  to  the  Tory 
meeting,  of  which  the  Leeds  Express  gave  the 
following  report  :— 

"  OPEN-AIR  MEETING — COMPLETE  DEFEAT 
OF  THE  TORIES. 

"  In  consequence  of  large  numbers  of  persons 
being  unable  to  gain  admittance  into  the  Victoria 
Hall  last  night,  a  public  meeting  was  held  outside 
in  Victoria  Square.  The  base  of  Wellington's 
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statue  served  as  an  impromptu  platform,  and 
between  two  and  three  thousand  persons  assem- 
bled in  front  and  on  the  Town  Hall  steps.  Light 
was  supplied  by  several  men  and  boys  holding 
up  a  number  of  flaming  torches.  Mr.  C.  Heed 
(Tory)  presided.  He  remarked  that  he  thought 
it  was  necessary,  seeing  that  so  many  persons 
had  been  unable  to  get  into  the  Victoria  Hall, 
that  they  should  hold  an  open-air  meeting,  in 
order  to  truly  ventilate  the  Eastern  question, 
and  to  ascertain,  by  taking  a  vote  whether  the 
people  of  Leeds  were  in  favour  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government.  (Cries  of  '  No,  no,'  '  Hear, 
hear,'  and  cheers.)  Mr.  W.  B.  Robinson  moved  : 
'  That  this  meeting,  whilst  sincerely  desiring 
peace,  begs  to  express  its  undiminished  confidence 
in  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  believes  that 
the  steps  they  have  taken  are  best  calculated  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  Europe  and  to  maintain 
the  honour  and  interests  of  England.'  ('  Hear, 
hear,'  and  interruption.)  He  said  they  approached 
the  question  from  a  national  standpoint,  and  not 
a  party  one.  He  considered  the  Government 
were  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  people  of  this 
country  for  what  they  had  done  in  the  past.  The 
House  of  Commons  had  sanctioned  by  a  large 
majority  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  he 
called  upon  his  hearers  to  do  the  same.  ('Hear, 
hear,'  and  '  No,  no.')  Mr.  T.  Mason  seconded, 
and  said  he  was  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
supporting  the  Government,  who,  he  thought, 
had  done  their  duty.  They  had  devoted  their 
energies  to  the  task  of  attempting  to  solve  the 
problem,  and  he  thought  it  would  only  be  gracious 
on  the  part  of  the  English  people  to  thank  them 
for  their  efforts.  ('  Hear,  hear.')  Mr.  Joseph 
Howes,  who  was  received  with  applause,  moved 
an  amendment :  '  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
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meeting  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  not  in 
harmony  with  the  wishes  of  the  people  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  peace  of 
Europe  can  best  be  secured  by  going  into  con- 
ference as  soon  as  possible.'  (Applause.)  He 
moved  that  amendment  because  he  believed  the 
prosperity  of  England  had  not  been  built  up  by 
the  sword  and  the  cannon,  but  by  the  loom  and 
the  plough.  ('Hear,  hear,'  and  applause.)  Lord 
Derby  had  said  there  was  no  cause  for  war ;  and 
they  would  accept  the  statement  of  that  Conser- 
vative gentleman,  and  say  that  until  the  Govern- 
ment showed  them  something  to  fight  for,  they 
would  not  give  their  sanction  to  such  a  movement. 
(Applause.)  Mr.  Farrar  seconded.  Upon  a  vote 
being  taken,  some  of  the  Tories  held  up  a  large 
placard  bearing  the  words,  '  Both  hands  up  for 
the  Government,'  but  out  of  the  vast  crowd 
certainly  not  more  than  a  dozen  hands  were  held 
up  in  support  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  Howes' 
amendment  was  therefore  carried,  amidst  con- 
siderable enthusiasm,  by  an  absolutely  over- 
whelming majority.  The  meeting  then  sepa- 
rated." 

This  was  another  victory  for  the  Labour  League, 
and  it  made  the  local  Tories  furious  ;  but  we  were 
quite  used  to  their  denunciations.  If  any  extra 
activity  in  public  matters  occurred  in  any  part 
of  the  town  it  was  sure  to  be  attributed  to  our 
organisation,  and,  in  addition  to  the  denuncia- 
tions of  the  Tory  press,  we  were  sometimes  treated 
to  some  good-natured  chaff  by  the  Liberal  organ. 

One  day  the  Leeds  Express  published  the  follow- 
ing : — "  A  terrible,  heartrending  blow  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  country  was  given  in  Leeds  last 
Wednesday.  Arising  thereout  a  Republic  may 
be  at  once  set  up,  and  Mr.  Howes'  sole  object  in 
life  may  be  accomplished.  The  Mayor  entered 
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the  Council  Chamber,  presided  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Council,  and  conducted  the  whole  of  the  im- 
portant proceedings  without  the  mace — the  em- 
blem of  regal  authority.  For  at  least  one  hundred 
years  this  mace  has  never  been  absent  during  any 
public  corporate  proceedings.  Republican  Howes 
herein  has  secured  his  revenge — no  not  revenge  ; 
the  object  of  his  fond  desire  !  When  his  Worship 
was  ready  to  proceed  to  business,  the  appointed 
mace-bearer  and  custodian  of  the  '  bauble  '  was 
non  est.  The  precious  symbol  was  so  carefully 
locked  up  that  no  ordinary  method  of  forcing  the 
box  would  avail.  His  Worship,  had  he  been  a 
Tory,  would  certainly  have  refused  to  allow  the 
Council  business  to  proceed  until  the  mace  was 
produced,  but,  being  a  Radical,  he  believed  that 
the  corporate  business  could  be  just  as  well  tran- 
sacted without  it.  Strange  to  say,  not  a  Tory 
in  the  Council  discovered  the  awful  catastrophe, 
or  the  whole  business  might  have  stopped  for  the 
day." 

In  October,  Mr.  W.  B.  Robinson  turned  up 
again.  He  had  been  lecturing  for  the  Tories  at 
Yeadon,  near  Leeds,  and  having  challenged  some 
of  the  local  Liberals  to  debate,  the  following 
letter  at  once  appeared  in  the  Otley  Guardian  : — 

"  MR.  HOWES. — A  CHALLENGE. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Guardian. 

"  Sir, — As  Mr.  Howes  is  coming  to  Otley  again 
very  shortly,  there  will  be  another  chance  for  Mr. 
Robinson  to  meet  him.  Mr.  Howes  undertakes 
to  defend  his  arguments  upon  the  present  political 
questions  against  Mr.  Robinson,  providing  he  be 
the  representative  of  the  Tory  party.  Trusting 
his  friend  will  accept  the  challenge. 

"  I  remain,  &c.,          "  SIMON." 
We  heard  no  more  of  this  matter. 


MR.  GLADSTONE  AT  LEEDS. 

About  this  time  it  became  known  that  the 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone  had  decided  to  fight  in 
Midlothian  at  the  next  general  election.  The  Leeds 
Liberal  Association  decided  to  run  him  as  their 
candidate  during  the  time  he  was  contesting  in 
Scotland.  This  idea  caught  on  like  wildfire,  and 
the  members  of  the  Labour  League  threw  them- 
selves into  the  movement  with  great  enthusiasm, 
as  the  following  report  will  show  : — 

"  MR.    GLADSTONE    AND    THE    REPRESENTATION 
OF  LEEDS. 

"  LEEDS     LABOUR     REPRESENTATION     LEAGUE. 

"  Yesterday  afternoon,  Mr.  Howes,  president 
of  the  above  League,  delivered  his  popular  lecture, 
'  The  Tory  Reign  of  Terror/  to  upwards  of  1,000 
people,  in  Vicar's  Croft ;  Mr.  Wainwright  in  the 
chair.  The  lecturer  gave  his  facts  and  historical 
matter  in  connection  with  Toryism  in  his  usual 
masterly  and  irresistible  manner,  which  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed  and  appreciated  by  the  vast 
assembly.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture,  Mr. 
Howes  announced  that  the  Liberal  Four  Hundred 
had  unanimously  resolved  to  elect  Mr.  Gladstone 
at  the  next  election  for  Leeds,  and  he  would  like 
a  vote  from  the  outside  public.  On  the  vote 
being  put  to  the  meeting  a  perfect  forest  of  hands 
were  held  up  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
and  on  the  contrary  being  put,  only  some  three 
or  four  hands  were  held  up  against." 

— Leeds  Express,  March  i8th,  1878. 

My  readers  are  aware  that  Mr.  Gladstone  was 
returned  for  both  places  by  large  majorities.  He 
of  course,  elected  to  sit  for  Midlothian,  but  he 
came  and  spent  a  week  in  Leeds  addressing 
meetings  after  the  election,  and  a  right  glorious 
time  we  had  of  it  during  his  visit.  I  shall  never 
forget  that  week.  How  Leeds  did  demonstrate  ! 
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The  largest  public  buildings  in  the  town  were  all 
too  small  to  accommodate  the  audiences.  I  was 
on  the  platform  at  most  of  the  meetings  with  Mr. 
Gladstone,  and  frequently  in  his  private  company. 
No  one  knew  Mr.  Gladstone  unless  they  were 
privileged  to  see  him  away  from  his  public  work. 
It  was  then  that  the  full  charm  of  his  presence 
and  character  seemed  to  manifest  itself.  It  was 
an  inspiration  to  a  political  worker  to  have  this 
opportunity  of  associating  with  a  man  so  truly 
good  and  great.  Mrs.  Gladstone  accompanied 
her  husband,  and  her  presence  gave  us  all  great 
delight.  It  enabled  some  of  us  to  see  how  much 
the  great  statesman  owed  to  her  untiring  and 
affectionate  devotion.  I  do  not  think  my  wife 
will  ever  forget  a  few  minutes'  private  conver- 
sation she  had  with  Mrs.  Gladstone. 

Some  big  things  were  done  during  this  week. 
The  large  Leeds  Cloth  Hall  yard  was  roofed  over 
and  converted  into  a  huge  banqueting  hall,  in 
which  we  had  a  banquet,  the  guests  paying  from 
one  to  five  guineas,  according  to  position  in  the 
building.  A  gallery  was  erected,  to  which  spec- 
tators were  admitted  on  the  payment  of  ten 
shillings  each  to  see  the  banquet.  Dan  Godfrey's 
military  band  was  secured  at  a  cost  of  over  one 
hundred  guineas.  On  the  Saturday  afternoon 
following  the  banquet,  Mr.  Gladstone  addressed 
an  audience  of  30,000  people  in  the  same  building, 
a  large  number  being  unable  to  obtain  admission. 
Some  of  us  felt  like  the  street-car  conductor  who 
called  out  shrilly  to  the  passengers  standing  in 
the  aisle — "  Will  thim  in  front  plaze  to  move  up, 
so  that  thim  behind  can  take  the  places  of  thim 
in  front,  an'  lave  room  for  thim  who  are  nayther 
in  front  nor  behind  ?  "  On  Saturday  night  we 
finished  up  our  week's  enjoyment  with  a  people's 
concert,  admission  one  shilling,  at  which  some  of 
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the  leading  vocalists  of  the  country  appeared. 
The  Leeds  Liberal  Association  carried  out  the 
whole  of  these  arrangements.  I  was  a  member 
of  the  Executive,  and  I  know  the  amount  of 
labour  involved  and  the  satisfaction  it  gave  us 
all  to  witness  the  delight  expressed  by  the  people 
on  these  occasions. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

DEFEAT  OF  MR.  REED  AT  NORMANTON — I  COM- 
MENCE MY  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  NATIONAL 
REFORM  UNION — BEACONSFIELD's  VERACITY.— 
THE  ELECTION  IN  THE  MONMOUTH  BOROUGHS 
—THE  HOUSE  OF  TREDEGAR  DEFEATED  BY  THE 
CARPET-BAGGERS. 

To  return  to  1878.  My  Disestablishment  debate 
with  Mr.  Robinson  had  evidently  stirred  up  the 
Church  question  in  the  town,  for  in  December 
Mr.  H.  B.  Reed  lectured  in  Leeds  on  Church 
Defence,  after  which  the  following  correspondence 
appeared  in  the  local  paper  : — 

"  DISESTABLISHMENT — A  CHALLENGE. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Leeds  Express. 

"  Sir, — At  the  meeting  held  in  the  Albert  Hall 
last  evening,  Mr.  H.  B.  Reed  challenged  Mr. 
Potter  to  debate  the  question  of  Disestablishment 
with  him  on  some  early  date.  As  Mr.  Potter  did 
not  accept,  I  wish  to  state  that  I  am  quite  willing 
to  meet  Mr.  Reed  in  debate  on  this  question, 
provided  he  is  put  forward  by  the  Church  party. 
Should  Mr.  Reed  agree  to  this,  arrangements  can 
be  commenced  forthwith. — I  am,  &c., 

"  J.  HOWES. 

"Leeds,  Dec.  igth,  1878." 

Mr.  Reed  did  not  reply  to  this. 

1879. — This  year  I  received  an  invitation  from 
the  National  Reform  Union  to  connect  myself 
with  their  staff  of  lecturers.  I  consented,  and 
commenced  operations  at  once,  and  I  am  happy 
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to  say  that  I  have  ever  since  retained  my  con- 
nection with  that  excellent  institution,  and  during 
my  public  life  I  have  received  great  assistance 
and  a  great  deal  of  kindness  from  Mr.  A.  G. 
Symonds,  the  very  able  and  genial  secretary  of 
the  National  Reform  Union. 

In  September  I  met  Mr.  Byron  Reed  at  Nor- 
manton,  near  Leeds,  a  place  where  I  had  frequently 
lectured,  and  where  a  strong  Liberal  feeling  had 
been  created.  Mr.  Reed's  subject  was :  "  Lord 
Beaconsfield's  Government,  Defended  and  Up- 
held." The  hall  was  crowded.  I  questioned  Mr. 
Reed  as  long  as  the  chairman  would  allow  me, 
but  when  someone  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
lecturer,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Waite  (Primitive 
Methodist)  said  that  although  he  had  not  one 
word  to  say  against  the  lecturer,  he  considered 
that  if  they  awarded  him  a  vote  of  thanks  that 
would  be  tantamount  to  endorsing  the  statements 
he  had  made,  and  as  he  was  sure  the  majority  of 
the  audience  would  not  do  that,  he  begged  to 
propose  the  following  amendment  :  '  That  we  do 
not  accord  to  the  lecturer  a  vote  of  thanks  for 
the  following  reasons  :  (i)  Because  the  actions 
of  the  present  Government  have  ever  been  incom- 
patible with  truth  and  right,  being  guilty  of  the 
grossest  acts  of  deception  and  falsity — instance 
the  vote  of  confidence  of  £6,000,000  ;  (2)  because 
to  pass  a  resolution  voting  thanks  for  upholding 
and  defending  Lord  Beaconsfield's  Government  is 
(to  say  the  least  of  it)  to  coincide  with  murder  and 
oppression,  such  as  which  has  been  perpetrated 
on  poor  half-civilised  people  like  the  Afghans  and 
Zulus,  which  our  sense  of  moral  right  will  not 
allow  us  to  do  ;'  (3)  because  of  the  blundering 
and  suicidal  policy  of  the  present  Government  in 
its  arrangements  of  peace  with  Afghanistan,  in 
insisting  against  the  united  request  of  the  Ameer 
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and  many  of  our  principal  officers  in  stationing 
a  British  Embassy  at  Cabul,  which  has  resulted 
in  his  assassination  and  that  of  others  ;  (4)  and 
because  of  all  the  abominations  of  modern  society, 
this  is  most  assuredly  one  of  the  worst  forms — 
to  encourage  a  man  by  voting  him  thanks  to 
preach  up  injustice,  cruelty,  murder,  and  the 
reign  of  pauperism  of  which  the  Government  is 
guilty,  would  be  immoral."  Therefore,  because 
of  these  reasons,  I  move  as  an  amendment,  "  That 
we  do  not  accord  to  the  lecturer  any  expression  of 
thanks  whatever."  This  amendment  was  carried 
by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

On  the  following  evening  I  lectured  in  the  same 
hall  to  a  crowded  and  unanimous  audience.  Mr. 
Reed,  although  invited,  did  not  attend. 

1880. — This  year  I  commenced  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rawcliffe,  in 
Yorkshire.  At  one  of  these  meetings  R.  Creyke, 
Esq.,  of  Rawcliffe  Hall,  presided.  During  my 
address  I  stated  that  "  The  Government  had 
thrown  into  the  lap  of  its  followers  some  magni- 
ficent prizes.  Lord  Beaconsfield  had  perpetrated 
some  terrible  jobs.  In  one  case  a  friend  of  the 
noble  lord's  had  received  five  valuable  appoint- 
ments." A  local  Tory  sent  a  copy  of  the  news- 
paper report  of  my  speech  to  one  of  the  Premier's 
private  secretaries,  and  received  the  following  reply: 
"  6,  Downing  Street,  Whitehall, 

"  February  I2th,  1880. 

"  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter,  sending 
to  Mr.  Corry  a  newspaper  report  of  a  liberal 
gathering  at  Rawcliffe,  I  may  inform  you  that  the 
statement  ascribed  to  a  Mr.  Jos.  Howes,  that  the 
Prime  Minister  had  given  to  one  of  his  friends  five 
valuable  appointments,  is  devoid  of  truth. — I  am, 
sir,  "  Your  obedient  servant, 

"John  Helliwell,  Esq."  "  J.  F.  DALY. 
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Mr.  Creyke,  seeing  this  reply,  sent  a  letter  to 
the  press  stating  that  Colonel  Wellesley  was  the 
"  friend/'  and  Mr.  Creyke  also  named  the  appoint- 
ments. Whereupon  Lord  Beaconsfield's  secretary 
wrote  to  say  that  "  the  Prime  Minister  had  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,"  and  the  Yorkshire  Post 
(Tory)  made  some  strong  remarks  about  Mr. 
Howes'  inaccuracies.  I  therefore  published  the 
following  letter  : — 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Leeds  Express. 

"  Sir, — After  the  excellent  letter  of  Mr.  Creyke's, 
it  would  not  have  been  necessary  for  me  to  have 
said  any  more  on  the  subject,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  following  remark,  made  by  the  writer  of  the 
comments  in  the  Yorkshire  Post  of  February  27th. 
This  writer  says :  '  A  gentleman  would  have 
received  an  assurance  from  his  lordship  (Earl 
Beaconsfield)  that  the  statement  was  devoid  of 
truth,  as  sufficiently  explicit  and  satisfactory.' 
This  appears  to  me  to  be  a  strange  statement  to 
make  concerning  the  present  Prime  Minister,  who, 
to  put  it  mildly,  has  been  very  unfortunate  as 
regards  the  accuracy  of  his  language.  As  far  back 
as  1832,  when  a  candidate  for  High  Wycombe, 
we  find  him  saying  :  '  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to 
enforce,  on  all  opportunities,  the  most  rigid 
economy  and  the  most  severe  retrenchment  to 
destroy  every  useless  place  and  every  undeserving 
office,  and  to  effect  the  greatest  reduction  of 
taxation  consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  public 
faith,  and  the  real  efficiency  of  the  Government ; 
and  I  shall  withhold  my  support  from  every 
ministry  which  will  not  originate  some  great 
measure  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  lower 
orders.'  The  manner  in  which  he  has  enforced 
the  most  '  rigid  economy '  can  best  be  seen  in  the 
expenditure  by  the  Government  during  the  past 
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year.  As  for  retrenchment  and  the  destruction 
of  every  undeserving  office,  Mr.  Creyke's  letter 
proves  how  he  has  kept  his  word  on  that  point. 
But  how  about  the  latter  part  of  the  above  sen- 
tence ?  Instead  of  withholding  his  support  from 
every  Ministry  which  would  not  originate  some 
great  measure  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
lower  orders,  he  appears  to  have  opposed  every 
measure  tending  in  that  direction.  For  instance, 
when,  in  1844  and  1846,  it  was  proposed  to  reduce 
the  tax  on  sugar,  he  strongly  opposed  it.  When 
Sir  Robert  Peel  proposed  to  repeal  the  Corn 
Laws,  so  that  the  poor  should  have  cheap  bread, 
he  strongly  opposed  it.  When,  in  1849,  the 
Navigation  Acts  were  repealed,  he  defended  them. 
When,  in  1859,  as  Mr.  Disraeli,  he  brought  in  the 
unsuccessful  Reform  Bill  of  Lord  Derby's 
Government,  Lord  John  Russell  moved  an  amend- 
ment for  a  greater  extension  of  the  franchise  in 
boroughs  than  that  contemplated  in  the  Govern- 
ment measure.  This  amendment  he  opposed, 
saying,  '  I  cannot  look  upon  what  is  called  the 
reduction  of  the  franchise  in  boroughs  but  with 
alarm,  and  I  have  never  yet  met  with  any  argu- 
ment which  fairly  encounters  the  objections  that 
are  urged  to  it.  You  cannot  encounter  it  by 
sentimental  assertions  of  the  good  qualities  of 
the  working  classes.  The  greater  their  good  quali- 
ties the  greater  the  danger.  If  you  dwell  on  their 
intelligence  you  only  increase  the  power  they  will 
exercise.'  When,  in  1860,  the  Wig  Reform  Bill 
was  brought  forward  he  opposed  it,  on  the  ground 
that  the  reduction  suggested  would  establish  a 
predominance  of  the  working  classes.  When,  in 
1860,  Mr.  Gladstone  proposed  to  abolish  the  paper 
duties,  so  that  the  poor  might  have  a  cheap  news- 
paper, he  opposed  it.  When,  in  1861,  it  was 
proposed  to  abolish  church  rates,  he  opposed  it. 
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This  will  be  sufficient,  I  think,  to  show  the  amount 
of  truth  contained  in  the  extract  from  the  speech 
delivered  in  1832.  But  to  come  to  his  more 
recent  utterances.  In  1876,  speaking  on  the 
Bulgarian  Horrors,  he  stated  that  '  communica- 
tions had  reached  the  Government  from  the 
Consul  at  Philippopolis,'  where  there  was,  as  a 
fact,  no  such  official.  On  March  i8th,  1879,  the 
Secretary  of  War  stated  that  the  Queen's  letter 
to  Lord  Chelmsford  was  transmitted  under  the 
responsibility  of  her  advisers,  and  that  it  had  been 
done  on  the  full  responsibility  of  the  Ministry. 
Lord  Beaconsfield  said :  '  I  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  consult  my  colleagues  on  the  matter, 
and  I  am  responsible  for  having  thought  it  con- 
sistent with  my  duty  to  send  that  message.'  On 
July  2gth,  1878,  he  stated  in  the  House  of  Lords 
that  Mr.  Gladstone  had  called  him  '  a  dangerous, 
and  even  a  devilish  character '  ;  but,  when  called 
upon  for  proof,  was  quite  unable  to  give  any. 
On  January  I7th,  1878,  he  said  there  were  no 
dissensions  in  the  Cabinet,  although  Lord  Car- 
narvon had  resigned  the  day  before.  On  April 
i6th,  1878,  he  allowed  Parliament  to  be  adjourned 
with  the  statement  that  '  there  is  nothing  at  this 
moment  in  our  policy  at  all  different  from  that 
which  we  have  repeatedly  declared  to  this  House. 
There  is  no  change  in  the  views  which  we  expressed 
in  the  debate  which  occurred  only  a  week  ago. 
Nothing  in  the  situation  has  altered  for  the  worse 
since  the  time  we  last  had  to  communicate  with 
Parliament  on  the  subject,  and  we  say,  with  the 
most  perfect  confidence,  that  we  see  no  reason 
whatever  to  apprehend  any  inconvenience  from 
the  rising  of  Parliament  for  the  time  we  have 
mentioned.'  And  on  the  very  next  day 
appeared  a  telegram  in  the  papers,  dated  Cal- 
cutta that  day,  saying  :  '  The  Indian  Govern- 
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ment  has  received  orders  to  despatch  troops  to 
Malta/ 

"  Now,  sir,  if  this  is  not  sufficient  to  establish 
the  unveracity  of  Lord  Beaconsfield,  I  am  quite 
willing  to  give  a  few  more  extracts.  The  Yorkshire 
Post  has  kindly  spoken  of  me  as  an  '  audacious, 
obscure,  and  un veracious  political  agitator/  I 
can  scarcely  hope  to  rival  the  audacity  of  the  man 
who  requests  us  to  believe  any  statement  if  made 
by  the  Prime  Minister.  As  for  the  next  charge, 
I  thank  the  Yorkshire  Post  for  dragging  me  out  of 
my  obscurity,  and  my  unveracity  I  hope,  will 
never  equal  that  of  Lord  Beaconsfield's.  The 
charge  of  political  agitator  I  accept,  hoping  my 
health  may  enable  me  to  go  on  agitating  until 
I  have  done  all  one  man  can  do  to  destroy  the 
worst  Government  that  ever  reigned  in  this 
country.-I  am,  &c.,  „  JosEpH  HQWES 

"  February  28th,  1880." 

This  closed  the  correspondence.  I  heard  no 
more  from  the  Prime  Minister's  secretary. 

In  March,  I  again  came  across  Mr.  W.  B. 
Robinson.  He  was  announced  to  lecture  at 
Norwood,  in  Yorkshire.  The  Liberal  friends  there 
desired  that  I  should  question  him,  and  I  accord- 
ingly went.  The  board  school  was  crowded. 
T.  C.  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  of  Newall  Hall,  occupied 
the  chair.  At  the  end  of  Mr.  Robinson's  lecture 
I  ascended  the  platform,  and  a  very  interesting 
discussion  took  place,  but  the  chairman  got  very 
uneasy.  In  one  of  my  speeches  I  was  contending 
that  the  country  did  not  turn  Tory  in  1874,  as 
the  boroughs  returned  a  Liberal  majority,  whilst 
in  the  counties,  where  the  people  could  not  vote, 
the  Tories  were  returned.  The  chairman  called 
out,  "  But  we  did  get  a  majority."  This  made 
it  necessary  for  me  to  remind  that  gentleman 
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that  in  public  meetings  of  that  character  it  was 
customary  for  the  chairman  to  allow  the  dis- 
putants to  fight  out  the  matter  by  themselves, 
and  I  ventured  to  hope  it  would  be  so  on  this 
occasion.  The  meeting  endorsed  my  remarks, 
and  the  president  subsided,  but  he  was  determined 
that  the  debate  should  not  last  much  longer. 
Therefore,  a  few  minutes  later,  he  said  he  wanted 
to  get  home,  so  the  meeting  must  come  to  an  end  ; 
consequently,  two  of  his  friends  moved  and 
seconded  a  vote  of  thanks  to  him,  and  the  meeting 
terminated. 

This  being  the  year  of  the  General  Election, 
which  resulted  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Beaconsfield 
administration,  I  was  extremely  busy.  Mr.  Car- 
butt,  when  Mayor  of  Leeds,  had  received  an  in- 
vitation to  contest  the  Monmouth  Boroughs, 
which  comprised  the  towns  of  Newport,  Mon- 
mouth, and  Usk.  It  was  supposed  to  be  a  forlorn 
hope.  The  sitting  Tory  member  was  Mr.  Cords, 
the  nominee  of  Lord  Tredegar.  There  was  no 
organisation  on  the  Liberal  side.  Monmouth  and 
Usk  were  known  to  be  Tory  strongholds,  therefore 
the  only  hope  for  the  Liberal  candidate  was  to 
make  a  big  impression  on  Newport.  Mr.  Carbutt 
asked  me  to  be  with  him  during  the  contest,  and 
I  consented.  The  Tories  made  great  fun  of  us, 
calling  us  carpet-baggers,  &c.,  but  we  set  to  work 
in  dead  earnest.  The  Liberal  candidate  took  up 
his  quarters  at  the  Westgate  Hotel,  and  right 
opposite  his  sitting-room  window  was  a  large 
billposting  station.  One  morning,  when  he  came 
down  to  his  room,  he  was  horrified  to  find  a  huge 
poster  facing  his  window,  containing  the  words  : 
"  Vote  for  Cords  and  Christianity,  and  send  the 
Infidel  back  to  Leeds."  The  Tories  had  dis- 
covered that  Mr.  Carbutt  was  a  Unitarian,  and 
they,  no  doubt,  thought  this  a  good  card  to  play. 
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Poor  Carbutt !  What  a  state  of  excitement  he 
was  in,  to  be  sure.  I  verily  believe  that  he  was 
ready  to  give  up  the  contest  and  return  home. 
If  the  Tories  could  only  have  known  what  a  hit 
they  had  made  they  would  have  been  delighted  ; 
but  a  few  of  us  laughed  away  our  candidate's 
fears,  and,  as  the  campaign  had  already  begun  to 
tell  upon  his  health — for  he  was  not  physically 
strong — we  persuaded  him  to  go  away  for  a  few 
days,  and  we  continued  the  fight  in  his  absence. 
I  hunted  up  Mr.  Cords'  parliamentary  record,  and 
found  that  on  one  occasion,  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  he  had  given  a  vote  to  retain  the  cat- 
o'-nine-tails  in  the  Navy,  and  as  Newport  is  a 
seafaring  town,  I  knew  that  this  information 
would  interest  the  voters  of  that  place  ;  so  I 
engaged  the  largest  hall  in  the  town,  and  announced 
that  I  would  give  a  lecture,  entitled :  "Mr.  Cords 
and  his  Christianity." 

When  the  night  came  the  hall  was  packed.  I 
had  had  a  large  cat-o'  -nine-tails  made,  and,  after 
I  had  dealt  with  the  Tory  member's  political 
career,  I  exhibited  the  instrument  of  torture,  re- 
minding the  audience  that  it  was  with  this  article 
of  chastisement  that  Mr.  Cords  proposed  to 
Christianise  our  British  sailors.  The  next  time 
he  appeared  in  Newport  he  got  a  very 
mixed  reception,  and  from  this  time  the  "  cat  " 
became  one  of  the  badges  of  the  election. 

During  this  contest  I  had  some  lively  meetings  in 
Monmouth  and  Usk.  I  also  addressed  meetings 
on  behalf  of  the  two  Liberal  candidates  who  were 
fighting  the  county  division.  To  explain  my  absence 
to  my  Leeds  friends,  I  sent  the  following  letter  : — • 

"  THE  MONMOUTH  ELECTION. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Leeds  Express. 

"  Sir, — Can  you,  during  these  busy  times,  find 
a  place  in  your  paper  for  this  short  letter  ?  I  am 
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here,  in  Monmouthshire,  helping  to  thrash  three 
Tories — two  in  the  county  and  one  in  the  borough. 
I  have  decided  to  help  here  instead  of  at  Leeds, 
because  I  know  you  have  many  good  workers  in 
your  town,  and  your  voters  are  fully  alive  to  the 
importance  of  the  contest ;  it  is  not  so  here.  In 
this  county  they  have  not  had  a  contest  since 
1868,  and  they  therefore  know  absolutely  nothing 
of  the  ballot.  I  am  here  every  night  before  large 
audiences  with  a  large  diagram  of  a  ballot  paper, 
explaining  to  them  the  process  of  voting.  Thank 
God,  you  are  ahead  of  that  in  Leeds  ;  but  in  this 
place  territorial  influence  is  very  great,  the  House 
of  Tredegar  being  very  powerful,  and  the  people 
fearing  to  trust  the  ballot  lest  they  should  be 
found  out.  You  will,  therefore,  see  we  have  an 
uphill  battle,  but  it  will  not  be  lost  if  hard  work 
can  win  it. 

"  I  am,  &c., 

"  J.  HOWES. 
"  Newport,  March  25th,  1880." 

Newport  had  always  been  noted  for  election 
riots.  The  pillars  of  the  Westgate  Hotel  bore  the 
marks  of  the  bullets  fired  by  the  soldiers  during 
one  of  these  outbreaks,  therefore,  as  the  polling 
day  drew  near,  the  shopkeepers  commenced  to 
barricade  their  windows.  The  Liberal  committee 
met  to  see  if  anything  could  be  done  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  the  town.  It  was  resolved  to  send  a 
deputation  to  the  magistrates,  to  point  out  to 
them  that  they  had  the  power  to  close  the  public- 
houses  on  the  polling  day,  and  to  ask  them  to  do 
so.  After  hearing  what  we  had  to  say,  the  magis- 
trates consented.  The  order  was  sent  round  the 
day  before  the  poll,  and  all  the  "  pubs."  were  kept 
closed.  The  transformation  wrought  by  this  move 
was  wonderful.  At  night  the  streets  were 
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crowded,  but  the  people  were  perfectly  orderly. 
The  votes  were  counted  at  Monmouth  on  the  same 
day  as  the  poll,  and  therefore  it  was  very  late 
before  the  result  could  reach  Newport.  The  people 
were  singing  their  various  election  songs  in  the 
streets,  they  were  all  sober,  and  therefore  good 
humoured. 

When  the  result  of  the  election  was  known,  it 
was  discovered,  to  the  great  consternation  of  the 
Tories,  that  the  Liberal  was  returned.  This  was 
a  severe  blow  to  the  aristocratic  party.  The 
House  of  Tredegar  defeated  by  the  Carpet- 
Baggers  !  Would  the  sun  shine  again  ?  What 
would  become  of  the  constitution  ?  The 
Democracy  had  established  itself  with  a  Vengeance. 

After  this  contest  the  superintendent  of  police 
told  me  that  he  could  not  have  imagined  that  the 
fact  of  closing  public-houses  for  one  day  could  so 
have  altered  the  condition  of  the  people.  Al- 
though there  had  been  great  excitement,  there 
was  not  a  single  person  arrested.  And  this  in  a 
town  where  there  had  always  been  rioting  on 
polling  days.  Mr.  Carbutt  afterwards  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  this  fact. 
It  was  an  experience  I  shall  never  forget,  and  it 
shows  what  a  happy  land  this  might  be  if  we 
could  only  get  emancipated  from  the  presence  of 
these  drink  shops.  The  Liberals  of  Newport  were 
very  jubilant.  During  the  contest  we  had  built 
up  a  Liberal  organisation,  which  has  remained  in 
existence  ever  since,  and  has  done  lots  of  good 
work. 

Commenting  on  the  election,  the  Yorkshireman 
said  : — 

"  So  Mr.  Carbutt  has  been  returned  for  the 
Monmouth  Boroughs.  I  am  glad  of  it ;  but  I 
would  just  whisper  to  him  that  his  victory  to  a 
large  extent  is  due  to  Mr.  Howes.  No  one  regards 
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the  latter  as  a  classic  scholar,  or  a  rhetorician  of 
the  first  order,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  he  is 
well  qualified  to  deal  deadly  blows  at  Toryism, 
and  to  teach  excellent  lessons  in  political  wisdom." 

The  South  Wales  Telegram  published  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

"  Let  us  congratulate  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  on  returning  a  candidate  who  will  now 
join  the  ranks  of  those  who  advocate  '  peace, 
retrenchment,  and  reform/  The  various  captains 
and  their  subordinate  officers  in  the  districts 
cannot  be  too  highly  praised  for  their  exertions, 
and  the  rank  and  file  also  deserve  the  thanks  of 
the  enlightened  portions  of  the  community.  By 
the  addresses  given  by  Mr.  Howes  the  Liberal 
cause  was  undoubtedly  strengthened  in  this  dis- 
trict." 

I  can  assure  my  readers  that  I  returned  home 
to  Leeds  well  satisfied  with  this  contest. 


CHAPTER    V. 

LANCASHIRE  TORY  WORKING  MEN — "  HIS  BLOOD 
HAS  CURDLED  IN  HIS  VEINS  " — THE  WESLEY- 
ANS  AND  THEIR  SCHOOL — I  COMMENCE  MY 
CONNECTION  WITH  THE  LIBERATION  SOCIETY. 

IN  September  of  this  year  (1880)  I  returned  to 
Newport  and  lectured  on  "  The  Results  of  the 
General  Election "  to  a  crowded  and  very  en- 
thusiastic audience. 

In  November,  I  paid  my  first  visit  to  the  Wen- 
lock  district,  and  was  very  well  received.  The 
Wrekin  Echo  said  : — 

"  MR.  HOWES'  LECTURES. 

"  The  executive  of  the  Borough  of  Wenlock 
Liberal  Association  have  done  a  good  and  wise 
thing  in  employing  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Howes' 
ability  to  give  a  series  of  lectures  on  political 
subjects,  and  to  expose  the  fallacies  served  up 
week  by  week  by  the  Conservative  press.  Mr. 
Howes  challenged  discussion  in  Ironbridge, 
Broseley,  and  Madeley,  and  was  most  anxious  to 
meet  and  expose  the  misstatements  and  absurd 
utterances  of  local  Tory  orators,  but  not  one  ven- 
tured to  show  himself.  These  meetings  would 
have  been  better  known  and  attended  had  they 
been  announced  in  these  columns.  Why  were 
they  not  ?  We  knew  nothing  of  the  times  and 
places  until  we  accidentally  saw  a  poster  one  day 
this  week.  Had  they  been  Conservative  lectures 
they  would  have  been  advertised  through  the 
paid  organ  of  the  party  weeks  beforehand." 
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It  would  be  well  for  Liberals  to  take  notice  of 
what  this  writer  says  about  advertising ;  my 
experience  is  that  the  Tories  do  this  part  of  the 
business  much  better  than  the  Liberals.  It  is 
no  use  expecting  the  people  to  come  to  meetings 
unless  they  know  of  them.  A  good  poster  on 
the  wall,  attractively  arranged  so  as  t*o  command 
attention,  followed  by  handbills  put  into  every 
house,  and  on  the  night  of  the  meeting  the  bell- 
man sent  round  wherever  possible,  would  enable 
the  promoters  of  the  meeting  to  say — 

"  'Tis  not  in  mortals  to  command  success ; " 

But  we've  done  more — deserved  it. 

1881. — I  commenced  a  round  of  meetings  in 
Oldham  and  district,  where  I  came  across  a  lot 
of  Tory  working  men.  The  reason  there  are  so 
many  Tories  in  Lancashire,  is,  I  think,  that  since 
Mr.  Gladstone  disestablished  the  English  Church 
in  Ireland,  in  1868,  the  Church  party  has  been 
extremely  active  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
the  Liberal  party,  in  several  constituencies,  has 
allowed  its  case  to  go  by  default.  The  people 
cannot  be  expected  to  become  Liberal  if  they 
are  never  taught  Liberalism  ;  and  Liberal  Asso- 
ciations that  only  appeal  to  the  people  at  election 
times,  when  they  want  their  votes,  do  not  deserve 
support.  I  believe  that  whenever  the  Liberals 
of  Lancashire  like  to  become  active  their  Tory 
opponents  will  become  a  minority. 

At  Chadderton  my  subject  was  :  "  Struggles  for 
Reform."  We  had  an  exciting  meeting,  and  the 
Oldham  Chronicle  gave  the  following  account  of 
the  discussion  which  followed  the  lecture  : — 

"  Discussion  being  invited,  a  person  asked  if 
any  ratepayer  in  England  was  taxed  to  support 
the  Church.  The  lecturer  said  at  a  recent  meeting 
in  Oldham,  the  chairman  mentioned  that  he  had 
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received  a  writ  for  tithe  upon  the  co-operative 
concern  of  which  he  was  manager,  and  in  Leeds 
a  timber  merchant  had  £3  worth  of  goods  seized. 
Every  penny  of  tithe  taken  in  that  way  came  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  labourers.     Another  person, 
speaking   with  much  warmth,   condemned  trade 
unions  as  an  injustice  to  the  working  man.     The 
lecturer  replied  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
their  management.     Mr.   A.   Ogden  dragged  out 
his  old  stalking-horse  of  Disraeli's  Reform  Bill, 
and  had  all  about  the  fancy  franchises  explained 
to  him  over  and  over  again,  without  giving  him 
any  apparent  enlightenment.     Nay,  he  took  up- 
on himself  to  instruct  the  lecturer,  adding  quite 
innocently,  '  I  take  my  authority  from  Mr.  Touch- 
stone.'    Great  laughter  followed  this  confession. 
The  lecturer  said  his  friend  need  not  place  Mr. 
Touchstone  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Howes,  for  the 
latter  at  all  his  lectures  invited  discussion,  and 
Mr.  Touchstone  never  would  allow  it.     (Cheers, 
and  several  voices  :    '  It  is  not  true.')     He  could 
only  say  that  he  had  attended  Mr.  Touchstone's 
lecture  for  the  purpose  of  discussion,   and  Mr. 
Touchstone  refused.     Personally,  he  would  only 
be  too  glad  to  meet  Mr.  Touchstone  or  any  ac- 
credited representative  of  his  party,  and  compare 
notes  before  a  public  audience.     Mr.  Ogden  harped 
back  on  the  old  string  until  the  chairman  told 
him  to  sit  down  and  give  someone  else  a  chance, 
for  he  would  speak  all  night.     In  answer  to  another 
question,    the   lecturer   said   ratepayers   did   not 
forfeit  their  right  to  vote  by  compounding.     (A 
voice  :    '  They  do  at  Chadderton,'  and  laughter.) 
He  was  not  talking  of  Chadderton,  but  of  England. 
Mr.  Ogden  again  came  up  fresh  and  smiling  with 
the  Indian  import  duties  as  his  theme,  only  to 
be  told  that  Lord  Hartington  had    promised  to 
remove    them    altogether.      Then  the    artisans' 
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Dwellings  Act,  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill, 
and  the  Master  and  Servant  Act  were  passed  in 
review,  the  lecturer  showing  that  they  contained 
so  little  of  real  benefit  that  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment had  at  once  to  carry  amendments.  A  person 
at  the  back  of  the  Hall  said  Mr.  Howes  knew 
that  there  was  a  person  willing  to  meet  him  in 
discussion  if  he  would  arrange  a  date.  Mr. 
Howes  replied  that  the  man  should  first  be  put 
forward  as  a  representative  of  his  body.  (Hisses.) 
If  they  showed  their  confidence  in  their  champion 
by  appointing  him,  then  they  could  make  arrange- 
ments with  a  local  committee.  (A  voice  :  '  The 
man  is  waiting  for  you  to  fix  the  date/)  The 
lecturer  :  '  For  me  to  fix  the  date  !  Very  well, 
I  will  fix  the  2ist,  22nd,  or  the  23rd  of  March, 
but  let  me  know  as  soon  as  you  can/  (Loud 
cheers.)  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Haslam,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Kershaw,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
the  lecturer,  both  gentlemen  expressing  the 
pleasure  with  which  they  saw  so  many  Conser- 
vatives present.  A  similar  compliment  having 
been  paid  to  the  chairman,  the  excited  and  pro- 
tracted proceedings  closed." 

The  same  paper,  commenting  on  the  meeting 
said  : — 

"It  is  pleasant  to  observe  the  activity  prevail- 
ing amongst  Liberal  clubs  in  this  district.  Not 
a  week  passes  but  we  have  to  report  one  or  more 
lectures  delivered  in  connection  with  some  Liberal 
organisation  in  the  town  or  district.  This  is  one 
of  the  better  signs  of  the  times.  The  Liberals — 
or  at  least  one  section  of  them — of  Oldham  are 
utilising  the  long  winter  evenings  in  imparting 
political  education,  which  is  certain,  in  the  long 
run,  to  redound  to  their  advantage.  We  observe 
that  at  a  Liberal  lecture  on  Tuesday,  in  connection 
with  the  Chadderton  Working  Men's  Liberal 
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Association,  a  discussion — which  could  scarcely 
be  termed  excited,  nevertheless  it  was  interesting 
— ensued  on  the  subject  of  a  '  meet '  between 
the  lecturer,  Mr.  Howes,  and  some  champion  of 
the  Tory  party.  Whether  the  encounter  will  ever 
take  place  we  cannot  authoritatively  say,  but  we 
doubt  not  some  good  would  result  from  such  a 
meeting,  especially  so  if  the  Tory  party  would 
put  forward  a  foeman  worthy  of  Mr.  Howes'- 
steel.  It  is  the  misfortune  of  the  Tory  party  to 
possess  lecturers  enough  and  to  spare,  if  only 
their  ability  came  up  to  their  numerical  strength. 
Mr.  Touchstone  is  a  tried  man,  but  latterly  we 
have  not  had  so  much  of  him  in  these  parts. 
Whether,  however,  Mr.  Touchstone  would  con- 
tribute very  much  to  our  political  enlightenment 
is  a  question  which  we  will  leave  others  to  decide. 
He  is  reckoned  particularly  strong  on  the  Church 
question,  and  has  dived  deep — not  into  the  deep 
blue  sea,  but  into  the  Blue  Books — for  a  know- 
ledge '  of  our  late  foreign  policy.'  A  gentleman, 
so  well  versed  in  all  that  appertains  to  matters 
foreign  and  ecclesiastical,  might  well  dismay  a 
lecturer  whose  chief  study  has  been  the  great 
social  and  political  movement  in  the  history  of 
the  English  people.  Then  there  is  Mr.  Stokes,  a 
gentleman  hailing  from  London,  who  has  more 
than  once  delighted  Conservative  hearts  by  the 
fierceness  of  his  denunciation  of  the  Liberal  party. 
Mr.  Stokes — at  least  he  says  so — has  the  advan- 
tage of  having  at  one  time  been  a  Liberal,  and 
he,  of  all  Tory  lecturers,  would  know  the  vulner- 
able point  in  the  armour  of  his  opponent.  At 
the  same  time,  Mr.  Stokes  is  too  patriotic  ;  and 
with  such  an  abundance  of  patriotic  fervour  he 
might  well  nonplus  a  Liberal  lecturer  who  des- 
cended to  the  lower  levels  of  commonplace  argu- 
ment and  fact.  In  addition  to  these  Tory  plat- 
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form  soldans  there  are  some  of  our  lesser  lights 
who,  we  know,  are  extremely  anxious  to  pick  up 
the  gauntlet  by  whomsoever  thrown  down.  It 
would  be  a  pity  to  baulk  them  of  their  heartfelt 
desire,  and  we  do  sincerely  wish  that  Mr.  Howes, 
or  some  other  Liberal  lecturer,  would  just  give  them 
a  chance  of  crossing  swords  for  once  in  their  life. 
Whatever  discussion  takes  place,  let  it  be  on  the 
lines  of  courtesy  and  gentlemanly  conduct.  We 
can  promise  this  much,  that  these  will  be  the 
features  of  the  Liberal  lecturer,  whoever  he  is ; 
but  in  local  debating  circles  there  is  a  dispo- 
sition to  go  into  purely  personal  matters — 
sifting  the  private  characters  of  Statesmen,  in- 
stead of  their  political  principles — and  it  may  be 
difficult  for  them  to  raise  themselves  above  this 
species  of  discussion,  and  rise  equal  to  a  disqui- 
sition on  great  political  and  social  questions 
affecting  not  a  party  only,  but  the  nation  at 
large." 

At  Saddleworth  my  subject  was  :  "  Represent- 
ation as  it  is,  and  as  it  ought  to  be."  Some  of 
the  questions  put  at  this  meeting  were  very  funny, 
and  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  lecture. 
The  chairman  said  some  of  the  questions  re- 
minded him  of  the  old  rule-of-three  sum  :  If  a 
set  of  fire-irons  cost  75.  6d.,  what  will  a  load  of 
coals  come  to  ?  The  answer  was,  "  Ashes,  of 
course  !  " 

In  March  I  lectured  at  Stamford.  Subject : 
"  Future  Work  for  the  Liberal  Party."  It  was 
at  this  time  that  Mr.  Gladstone  was  trying  to 
settle  the  Transvaal  difficulty,  and  the  chairman 
of  my  meeting,  Mr.  H.  Knot,  referring  to  the 
matter,  said  :  "  There  was  the  Transvaal  diffi- 
culty, which  they  hoped  would  be  settled  by  the 
negotiations  now  going  on.  The  armistice  which 
had  been  proclaimed  had  caused  some  very  hard 
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things  to  be  said,  but  perhaps  no  one  had  equalled 
the  Conservative  Mayor  of  Ipswich  (Alfred  Winch, 
Esq.),  who,  at  a  dinner  last  week,  when  he  pro- 
posed '  The  Army,  Navy,  and  Reserve  Forces,' 
said  when  he  heard  that  England  had  granted 
an  armistice  to  the  Boers,  it  made  his  '  blood 
curdle  in  his  veins.'  '  (Laughter.)  The  Ipswich 
Free  Press  had  hit  him  off  nicely  in  the  following 
lines  : — 

"  They  brought  him  tidings  that  an  armistice  had  been 

arranged, 
And  at  the  news  the  fashion  of  his  countenance  was 

changed : 

They  called  a  doctor  in  to  find  the  reason  of  his  pains — 
He  shook  his  head  and  said,  '  His  blood  has  curdled 

in  his  veins.' 

He    is    not    a    politician — at    any    rate,    as    mayor — 
But    an    armistice    was    more   than    an    Englishman 

could  bear ; 
So  loose  the  dogs  of  war  again,  let  passion  have  the 

reins, 
For  fear  our  Alfred's  blood  once  more  should  '  curdle 

in  his  veins.'  " 

In  December  I  lectured  in  Sheerness.  Subject : 
"  The  House  of  Lords."  This  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Wesleyan  Schoolroom.  The  audience  was 
very  enthusiastic,  and  at  the  close  of  the  address, 
when  the  chairman  invited  questions,  a  Mr.  Dove 
mounted  the  platform  in  a  very  unsteady  con- 
dition, and  having  prefaced  his  remarks  contrary 
to  the  usual  mode,  which  created  some  little 
amusement,  he  apologised  for  his  ignorance,  and 
spoke  as  follows  :  "I  have  heard  it  said  in  many 
public  bars — (laughter) — yes,  and  I  can  tell  you 
that  I  go  into  a  good  many  public  bars.  (Renewed 
laughter.)  I  don't  mind  your  laughing.  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  Mr.  Gladstone  was  forced  to 
bring  in  the  Irish  Land  Act  by  Mr.  Parnell  and 
his  supporters.  The  lecturer  has  praised  Mr. 
Gladstone  for  redressing  the  wrongs  of  the  Irish 
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nation,  but  would  Mr.  Gladstone  have  done  so  if 
he  had  not  been  urged  on  by  Mr.  Parnell  ?  "  I 
said  :  "If  you  have  anything  to  ask  concerning 
my  lecture  I  shall  be  pleased  to  listen  to  you, 
but  at  present  I  think  you  are  wasting  time." 
He  replied  :  "  Did  not  Mr.  Howes  make  some 
remarks  respecting  Ireland  ?  I  will  leave  it  to 
your  discretion."  Mr.  Dove  then  descended  the 
platform  amid  considerable  amusement. 

After  the  meeting  the  Sheerness  Times  said  : — 
"It  could  hardly  be  imagined  that  in  this  en- 
lightened igth  century  there  are  persons  holding 
exalted  positions  in  the  religious  world  who  are 
hostile  to  the  dissemination  of  Liberal  ideas. 
From  what  we  hear,  such,  however,  seems  to  be 
the  case,  and  the  representatives  of  the  dark 
ages  evidently  linger  in  our  midst.  A  letter,  it 
appears,  has  been  forwarded  to  the  president  of 
the  Wesleyan  Conference,  complaining  that  the 
Wesleyan  Day  School  here  was  being  let  for  Liberal 
political  meetings.  Of  course,  this  fact  could 
not  be  denied,  and  an  intimation  followed  that 
the  schoolroom  must  no  longer  be  used  for  such 
a  purpose.  Whether  any  process  of  disinfection 
will  be  adopted  we  have  not  heard,  but  some  such 
course,  we  should  fancy,  will  be  necessary  to 
satisfy  the  consciences  of  such  men  as  the  writer 
of  the  letter  referred  to.  We  feel  assured  that 
in  Sheerness  there  are  among  our  Wesleyan 
friends  very  many  of  far  more  advanced  and 
tolerant  ideas  than  the  leading  official  of  their 
denomination." 

This  year  I  received  an  invitation  from  the 
Liberation  Society  inviting  me  to  lecture  for  them 
during  the  coming  winter.  The  question  of  the 
disestablishment  and  disendowment  of  the  State 
Church  had  always  been  a  favourite  of  mine, 
therefore  I  consented. 
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My  readers  will  presently  see  that  some  of  my 
most  exciting  meetings  have  been  in  reference  to 
this  subject.  There  is  no  public  question  concern- 
ing which  there  is  more  confusion  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  than  that  of  the  origin,  history, 
and  present  position  of  the  Protestant  State 
Church.  If  the  voters  only  understood  the  full 
bearings  of  the  points  at  issue  disestablishment 
would  speedily  be  demanded. 

This  question  was  well  to  the  front  in  1874, 
since  then  it  has  receded.  Tory  governments 
always  bring  us  increased  expenditure,  increased 
debt,  home  legislation  neglected,  and  a  sufficient 
amount  of  foreign  complications  on  hand  to  divert 
the  people's  attention  from  domestic  concerns. 
The  gullibility  of  John  Bull  is  amazing.  When 
will  the  people  open  their  eyes  ? 
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FAIR  TRADE  DEBATE  AT  OLDHAM— THE  LAND 
QUESTION. 

1882. — I  now  found  myself  once  more  on  the 
track  of  my  old  friend,  Mr.  B.  Reed.  The  fol- 
lowing correspondence  will  explain  : — 

"  CHALLENGE  TO  A  POLITICAL  DEBATE. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Oldham  Chronicle. 

"  Sir, — Walking  through  Oldham  on  Saturday 
last  I  saw  in  a  shop  window  a  bill  announcing  a 
lecture  by  Mr.  Byron  Reed,  of  Darlington.  Sub- 
ject :  '  The  Blunders  of  the  Gladstone  Adminis- 
tration.' I  therefore  take  this  opportunity  of 
laying  the  following  facts  before  your  readers. 
Some  time  ago,  after  Mr.  Byron  Reed  had  delivered 
a  lecture  at  Oldham,  Mr.  Platt,  secretary  of  the 
Chadderton  Working  Men's  Liberal  Association, 
sent  a  letter  to  Darlington  offering  Mr.  Reed  an 
opportunity  of  opposing  the  Liberal  policy  in  set 
debate.  Mr.  Reed,  in  reply,  sent  the  enclosed 
letter  marked  '  A.'  Mr.  Platt  then  sent  a  letter 
to  the  secretary  of  the  Oldham  Conservative 
Association  inviting  them  to  put  Mr.  Reed  for- 
ward as  their  champion.  In  reply,  Mr.  Platt  re- 
ceived the  letter  marked  '  B.1  Since  then  we  have 
not  heard  anything  from  our  Conservative  friends. 
I  therefore  wish  to  say  that  I  am  still  willing  to 
give  Mr.  Reed  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out 
'  The  Blunders  of  the  Gladstone  Administration  ' 
in  debate,  and,  as  it  is  now  evident  that  he  is 
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disposed  to  enter  into  arrangements  for  public 
addresses,  I  would  suggest  that  negotiations  be  at 
once  renewed. 

"J  HOWES, 
"  Of  the  National  Reform  Union." 

A. 

"  6,  Victoria  Road,  Darlington, 

"  February  2ist,  1880. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  away  in  London,  or 
yours  of  the  i8th  would  have  received  an  early 
acknowledgment.  In  reply  thereto  I  can  now 
only  say  that  I  am  not  disposed  to  enter  into  any 
arrangements  for  public  addresses  or  discussion 
at  Oldham  without  the  request  and  co-operation 
of  the  Conservative  party  there.  I  am  quite  con- 
tent to  leave  myself  in  their  hands,  and  I  must, 
therefore,  simply  refer  you  to  them. — I  am,  dear 
sir,  "  Yours  very  truly, 

"  Mr.  Ammon  Platt."          "  H.  BYRON  REED. 

B. 

"  171,  Union  Street, 

"  28th  February,  1880, 
"  Mr.  Platt, 

"  Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  yours,  Mr.  H.  B.  Reed 
will  visit  Oldham  again  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
when  we  will  discuss  the  matter  with  him  and  let 
you  know  the  result  immediately  after. 
"  Yours  respectfully, 

"  J.  W.  WALKDEN, 

"  Sec.  Oldham  Conservative  Executive 
"  Ammon  Platt,  Esq."  "  Committee. 

Nothing  further  came  of  this  correspondence. 

About  this  time  the  Tories  were  endeavouring 
to  resuscitate  the  old  "  Protection  "  bogey.  Mr. 
Pettifer  had  been  lecturing  on  what  he  called 
"  Fair  Trade,"  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
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and  in  February  I  had  two  nights'  debate  with 
him  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Oldham.  Subject : 
"  Would  the  proposals  of  the  Fair  Trade  League 
be  beneficial  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country 
if  carried  into  effect  ? "  The  hall  was  very 
full  each  evening,  and  the  large  audiences  en- 
joyed the  contest  very  much.  The  Oldham 
Chronicle  said  : — 

"  If  the  Fair  Traders  are  not  most  heartily 
ashamed  of  their  cause  they  require  physic  and 
not  argument.  We  are  willing  to  believe  that 
Mr.  Pettifer  made  the  best  he  could  of  his  case, 
and  whatever  may  be  said  of  his  weakness  in 
argument,  it  is  only  just  to  hasten  to  say  that  he 
did  not,  like  some  local  champions  of  the  same 
cause,  make  up  for  other  deficiencies  by  manu- 
factured facts  and  garrulous  abuse.  All  through 
Mr.  Pettifer  was  fair,  and  never  uttered  one  word 
which  offended  against  good  taste,  or  for  which  he 
had  to  make  apology.  We  would  respectfully 
request  the  attention  of  his  Tory  supporters  to 
this  circumstance,  and  suggest  to  them  that  if 
they  showed  the  least  disposition  to  follow  such 
a  laudable  example  other  debates  might  be  con- 
ducted in  more  orderly  and  beseeming  fashion 
than  they  are  ;  but  when  that  is  said  we  have 
nothing  more  left  to  put  to  the  credit  of  the  Fair 
Trader.  There  is  no  mistake  about  that.  He 
spoke  without  animation,  without  apparent  pre- 
paration, without  coherence  in  argument,  without 
fluency  of  utterance — sans  everything  which  goes 
to  make  an  effective  public  speaker.  His  opening 
address  convinced  everybody  willing  to  be  con- 
vinced that  he  was  not  the  man  to  sway  a  popular 
assembly,  and  when  the  discussion  was  brought 
to  a  close  the  general  feeling  entertained  towards 
him,  even  by  opponents,  was  one  of  half  con- 
temptuous pity.  Mr.  Howes,  on  the  other  hand, 
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is  a  practised  and  fluent  speaker,  having  thorough 
command  over  his  facts,  and  able  to  group  and 
present  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  attract  the 
attention  even  of  the  most  unobservant.  From 
the  very  start  it  was  never  for  a  moment  doubtful 
as  to  which  had  the  best  of  the  argument,  and 
even  Mr.  J.  H.  Bottomley  admitted  defeat  when 
he  confessed  to  an  itching  desire  to  take  up  the 
cudgels  himself  in  defence  of  principles  with  which 
he  is  so  intimately  and  so  officially  connected. 
We  suppose  the  bellicose  admirers  of  the  great 
Lord  Randolph  will  now  have  had  enough  of 
public  discussion  to  last  them  for  years  to  come. 
The  hilarious  laughter  of  the  Co-operative  Hall 
audience,  when  Fair  Trade  principles  were  fairly 
stated,  must  be  a  sorry  reward  for  two  years' 
incessant  struggling  to  bring  a  debate  about,  and 
if  they  are  wise  they  will  take  the  lesson  to  heart > 
and  in  secret  nurse  their  wrath  to  keep  it  warm 
without  affording  the  public  occasion  for  laughter 
by  its  premature  exhibition.  On  all  sides  we  see 
evidence  that  the  Fair  Trade  agitation  is  dying 
out  ;  in  Oldham  it  is  dead—Mr.  Howes  read  the 
funeral  service,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Bottomley  was 
chief  mourner." 

During  this  month  occurred  a  mistake  which  I 
am  glad  to  say  was  the  only  one  of  the  sort  which 
has  happened  during  the  25  years  of  my  work. 
I  was  announced  to  lecture  at  Newcastle  (Stafford- 
shire). I  was  residing  at  Leeds,  which  is  about 
midway  between  the  two  Newcastles,  the  train 
fares  being  about  the  same  to  each  place.  I  was 
very  busy  at  that  time  bringing  out  a  pamphlet, 
the  proof-sheets  of  which  I  had  received  from  the 
printer  that  day,  and  my  intention  was  to  read 
and  correct  them  during  my  journey.  I  went  to 
the  railway  station  and  took  a  ticket  for  New- 
castle. I  got  into  the  train,  went  on  with  my 
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work,  changed  at  Thirsk,  and  still  never  noticed 
my  mistake,  but  completed  my  journey,  and 
found  myself  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  There  was 
no  time  to  retrace  my  steps,  nothing  could  be  done, 
except  to  wire  to  Staffordshire  explaining  the 
mistake,  which  I  did.  Then  I  remained  in  New- 
castle all  night,  and  the  next  day  I  went  on  to 
another  town  to  fulfil  an  engagement.  The 
Staffordshire  paper  (Newcastle  Guardian)  said  :  — 

No  LECTURE. 

"  On  Monday  night,  a  lecture  was  arranged  to  be 
given  in  the  March  Street  Hall,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  National  Reform  Union,  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Howes,  of  Leeds,  entitled :  '  The  History  of 
Toryism  :  A  Lesson  and  a  Warning.'  A  numerous 
audience  assembled  at  eight  o'clock,  the  time  at 
which  the  chair  was  to  be  taken  by  Alderman  J. 
Williams,  J.P.,  who  was  in  attendance  for  the 
purpose,  but  the  lecturer  failed  to  put  in  an 
appearance,  and  at  about  a  quarter  to  nine  o'clock 
the  assembly  was  dismissed." 

The  next  time  I  visited  Staffordshire  I  did  not 
forget  to  give  a  full  explanation  and  apology  for 
this  mishap. 

About  this  time  one  of  my  lectures,  entitled : 
"  The  Land  and  the  People,"  had  become  very 
popular.  I  was  frequently  asked  to  publish  it. 
I  consented,  and  had  it  printed  this  year.  The 
Labourers1  Chronicle  published  the  following 
lengthy  criticism  of  it  : — 

"  Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  of  the  National  Reform 
Union,  Manchester,  has  had  his  lecture  upon  the 
land  question  printed  by  the  union  he  so  worthily 
and  effectually  represents.  It  is  a  careful  and 
skilful  digest  of  the  popular  argument  in  favour 
of  a  judicious  distribution  of  land  among  the 
people,  and  it  possesses  in  a  special  degree  the 
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merit  of  clearness  of  expression,  in  combination 
with  strength  of  argument.  Reducing  the  whole 
controversy  to  a  single  proposition,  Mr.  Howes 
declares  that  wherever  the  people  are  found  in 
possession  of  the  land,  there  happiness,  content- 
ment, and  prosperity  exist,  but  wherever  they 
are  divorced  from  the  soil  there  the  results  are 
poverty,  crime,  and  discontent.  Results  like 
these  ought  to  settle  the  land  question  at  once, 
and  so  they  would  were  it  not  for  the  adverse 
influences  of  prejudice,  class  interest,  and  the 
oppressive  custom  of  centuries.  Another  power- 
fully opposing  force  is  the  particular  effect  which 
the  constitution  of  the  country  has  upon  this 
special  phase  of  national  reform.  So  long  as  the 
House  of  Lords  is  maintained,  the  Liberal  party 
can  never  enjoy  that  power  and  freedom  which 
are  essential  for  the  fair  play  of  Liberal  principles. 
In  a  sense,  the  Liberal  party  can  never  be  con- 
sidered as  fairly  in  power.  When  placed  in  office 
by  the  voice  of  the  country  they  are  always  res- 
trained by  the  Conservatism  of  the  Lords,  con- 
solidated by  the  inertia  of  centuries  until  it  has 
become  an  almost  immovable  dead  weight  of 
obstruction.  At  the  best,  therefore,  a  Liberal 
Government,  even  though  backed  up  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  voters,  means  nothing  more 
than  the  possession  of  partial  political  strength. 
The  lesson  to  be  drawn  from  this  is,  either  that 
the  House  of  Lords  should  be  subjected  to  im- 
portant modifications  or  abolished,  or,  failing 
these  alternatives,  that  the  constituencies  should 
speak  in  more  emphatic  terms,  and  demand  that 
which  heretofore  has  been  the  subject  of  a  modest 
request. 

"  Respecting  the  discontent  which  now  so 
largely  characterises  the  country,  Mr.  Howes 
employs  an  argument  which  carries  with  it  great 
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force.  Discontent  is  an  effect,  not  a  cause,  and 
it  is  nothing  short  of  political  empiricism  to  deal 
with  the  disease  upon  the  latter  hypothesis. 
Relief  in  the  shape  of  temporary  remissions  of 
rent  for  the  farmer,  and  occasional  gifts  of  soup, 
blankets,  and  coal  for  the  labourer,  are  the  sum 
total  of  the  remedial  agencies  of  the  existing 
system  of  political  economy.  These  are  simply 
palliatives  ;  they  can  never  reach  the  seat  of  the 
disorder.  Honest  men  who  grow  poorer  the  longer 
they  work,  to  whom  comfort  is  ever  a  stranger, 
are  not  likely  to  be  contented  with  their  lot — 
all  the  adjurations  of  the  pulpit  notwithstanding. 
Penury  and  chronic  starvation  often  serve  a  use- 
ful purpose  in  the  world  of  romance,  but  in  actual 
life  they  are  always  difficult  to  sustain  in  con- 
nection with  a  happy  and  contented  state  of  mind. 
"As  to  the  main  topic  under  discussion,  Mr. 
Howes  proceeds  upon  the  old  lines,  occasionally 
introducing  a  new  fact,  and  here  and  there  brigh- 
tening the  page  with  a  touch  of  quiet  humour. 
With  regard  to  the  proud  boast  that  England  is 
in  the  van  of  progress,  he  holds  that  none  can 
truthfully  deny  that  in  the  matter  of  the  land 
question  we  are  sinfully  and  shamefully  behind 
all  the  world.  II  there  had  been  a  simultaneous 
effort  all  over  the  world  to  solve  this  problem, 
and  England  had  simply  failed  where  others  had 
succeeded,  that  would  have  been  discreditable 
enough ;  but  that  our  Statesmen  should  be  pot- 
tering over  a  matter  which  other  nations  had 
solved  with  satisfactory  results,  is  nothing  short 
of  one  of  those  blunders  which  in  their  conse- 
quences are  described  as  worse  than  crimes.  We 
are  told,  for  example,  that  the  small  farm  system 
is  certain  to  be  a  failure,  yet  in  France  we  have 
five  millions  of  families  living  in  comfort  upon 
farms  not  exceeding  six  acres  each.  If  the  Tory 
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cry  of  failure  as  applied  to  England  be  true,  then 
the  Englishman  must  be  inferior  to  the  French- 
man, which  is  a  proposition  we  refuse  to  accept. 
"It  is  interesting  to  learn  from  Mr.  Howes' 
lecture  that  '  between  the  years  1868  and  1874, 
Mr.  Gladstone  paid  special  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  foreign  small  farm  system,  and  issued 
instructions  to  the  English  representatives  all 
over  the  Continent  to  send  in  reports  on  the 
tenure  of  land  in  their  respective  countries.'  The 
report  from  France  bears  important  testimony  to 
the  efficacy  of  the  peasant  proprietary  system. 
'  The  prevailing  public  opinion/  it  says,  '  as  to 
the  advantages  or  disadvantages  of  the  tenure  of 
land  by  small  proprietors  is  decidedly  that  it  has 
been  advantageous  to  the  production  of  the  soil, 
and  has  tended  to  improve  the  material  condition 
of  the  agricultural  population.'  If  this  be  so, 
what  are  the  special  conditions  which  would  pre- 
vent the  same  result  following  the  adoption  of 
the  same  system  in  England  ?  We  know  of  none. 
The  following  passage  from  Mr.  Howes'  lecture  is 
so  pertinent,  and  the  comparison  instituted  so 
just  and  forcible,  that  we  cannot  forbear  giving 
it  in  full  :  '  Take  the  state  of  France  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  late  Franco-Prussian  war.  That 
cost  France  something  like  £371,000,000,  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  that  war  the  German  conqueror 
demanded  the  large  war  indemnity  of  £200,000,000. 
France  was  defeated,  Germany  was  victorious. 
France  was  prostrate  at  the  heel  of  the  foreign 
invader.  Then  it  was  frequently  said,  -France 
would  never  recover,  and  a  number  of  generous 
individuals  commenced  to  propound  all  kinds  of 
schemes  for  the  liberation  of  the  country.  Some 
suggested  a  European  loan,  others  proposed  that 
England  should  come  to  the  rescue.'  But  while 
other  countries  were  debating  as  to  how  the  thing 
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should  be  accomplished,  there  came  to  the  assis- 
tance of  the  French  representatives,  the  agricul- 
turists, the  ruralists — those  who  had  been  culti- 
vating the  soil  in  times  of  peace  ;  those  who, 
under  the  Code,  Napoleon  had  worked  for  them- 
selves and  put  by  for  a  rainy  day.  When  the 
national  '  rainy  day '  came  they  rushed  to  the 
assistance  of  their  country  ;  and  when  the  foreign 
invader  came  for  the  war  indemnity  they  brought 
their  small  golden  coins,  their  small  silver  coins, 
their  little  stores  of  money,  and,  bringing  them 
together,  they  placed  them  at  the  feet  of  their 
representative,  and  by  so  doing  enabled  them  to 
pay  the  first  instalment  of  the  indemnity,  and 
liberated  their  soil  from  the  presence  of  the  foreign 
invader.  Imagine  that  a  similar  state  of  things 
existed  here !  Imagine  for  a  moment  that  a 
successful  invader  had  penetrated  into  this  land, 
and  that  he  demanded  £200,000,000  as  a  war  in- 
demnity ;  and  suppose  you  only  had  the  agri- 
cultural class  to  go  to  for  the  money,  where  would 
you  go  ?  Would  you  go  to  Dorset,  where  the 
labourers  receive  the  magnificent  sum  of  los.  a 
week  ?  To  Sussex,  where  they  realise  133.  ? — nay, 
into  Yorkshire  or  Lancashire,  where,  under  the 
best  arrangements,  the  rural  labourer  receives 
1 6s.  or  1 8s.  per  week  ?  Where  would  you  go  ? 
If  the  foreign  invader  had  to  stay  until  he  got  his 
money  from  this  class,  he  would  grow  tired  of 
his  visit.  -  And  yet  we  are  the  most  intelligent 
nation  under  the  sun  !  Before  we  leave  France,  let 
me  say  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  1878  they  had  a 
national  debt  of  £750,000,000,  held  by  4,380,000 
persons  ;  at  the  same  time  the  debt  on  this  country 
was  £725,000,000,  but  that  was  held  by  only 
300,000  persons  In  France  we  had  4,000,000 
persons  interested  in  the  debt  to  the  extent  of 
£171  each,  while  in  England  the  individual  interest 
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amounted  to  £2,616.  What  does  that  mean  ?  It 
means  that  in  England  we  have  a  few  men  ex- 
tremely rich,  with  a  multitude  of  men  extremely 
poor,  and  that  in  France  the  wealth  of  the  land 
is  more  equitably  divided.  It  means  twenty 
cheerful  homes  instead  of  one.  It  means,  instead 
of  one  proud,  haughty  man,  stipulating  what 
every  man  shall  do,  a  quantity  of  free  men,  who 
have  independence  and  a  little  wealth — men  who 
formed  the  backbone  of  every  nation/ 

"  Passing  from  France  to  Belgium,  Mr.  Howes 
discovers  further  evidence  in  support  of  the  car- 
dinal idea  of  his  address,  '  The  Land  for  the 
People/  In  Belgium  we  have  the  most  densely 
populated  country  in  Europe — 460  people  to  the 
square  mile.  The  land  laws  there  are  similar  to 
those  in  France.  Out  of  a  population  of  slightly 
over  5,000,000  souls,  there  are  337,000  farmers 
owning  their  own  land,  and  244,000  tenant- 
farmers  averaging  twelve  acres.  Concerning  this 
state  of  things,  the  official  report  runs  thus : 
'  Another  practical  advantage  of  small  holdings 
is  the  facility  it  affords  to  a  large  number  of 
persons — artisans,  small  traders,  and  others — to 
purchase  or  occupy  land  in  the  vicinity  of  towns 
and  villages,  by  which  means  they  produce  pota- 
toes and  other  vegetables  for  use  to  the  great 
benefit  of  their  families.  It  is  observed  by  persons 
who  have  practically  studied  the  question  that 
the  effect  on  land  is  the  following  :  In  the  first 
place  the  land  is  better  manured,  nothing  capable 
of  being  used  is  wasted  ;  in  the  next  place,  the 
land  is  kept  cleaner,  as  the  small  proprietor  or 
holder  devotes  the  whole  or  great  part  of  his  time 
to  keeping  his  land  in  order,  his  wife  and  children 
assisting  him  in  weeding  and  in  the  lighter  occu- 
pations connected  therewith  ;  in  the  third  place, 
it  is  more  productive.  When  half  of  one  crop  is 

62 


THE  LAND  QUESTION. 

gathered,  the  other  half  is  ready  planted  or  sown. 
Beetroots,  for  example,  are  often  planted  between 
rows  of  potatoes,  the  latter  being  removed  by 
hand  as  often  as  they  are  wanted.'  Mr.  Howes 
supplies  similar  evidence  from  Flanders,  Holland, 
and  Denmark,  respecting  which  latter  place  he 
makes  the  very  interesting  announcement  that 
'  the  small  peasant  proprietors  and  agricultural 
labourers  have  now  a  majority  in  the  Second 
Legislative  Chamber,  where  many  of  the  hard- 
working peasants  now  sit.'  He  also  quotes  from 
Germany  and  Russia,  both  of  which  are  im- 
measurably in  advance  of  England  in  respect  of 
their  land  systems.  The  concluding  part  of  his 
lecture  is  devoted  to  an  examination  of  the 
English  land  system,  respecting  which  he  displays 
great  power  of  research,  arrangement,  and  fair 
criticism.  He  shows  beyond  doubt  that  the 
large  system  of  land  tenure  means  poor  popu- 
lations, while  on  the  other  hand  a  small  acreage 
is  identical  with  a  flourishing  community.  The 
book  is  alike  readable  and  instructive,  and  merits 
a  large  circulation." 

In  December  I  lectured  at  Malton,  when  Mr. 
W.  B.  Robinson  turned  up  again.  The  Tories 
had  brought  him  to  question  me,  which  gave 
additional  interest  to  the  meeting.  The  Malton 
Messenger  said  : — 

"  The  debate  was  further  continued  between 
Mr.  Howes  and  Mr.  Robinson  till  half-past  ten, 
when  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  chairman, 
and  the  meeting  broke  up  in  the  same  good  humour 
that  characterised  it  throughout.  We  have 
authority  for  stating  that  the  Liberal  Association 
has  sent  a  challenge  to  the  Conservative  Club,  in- 
forming them  that  Mr.  Howes  is  prepared  to  debate 
with  their  representative,  Mr.  Robinson.  Whether 
they  will  undergo  the  process  or  not,  time  will  show." 

63 


CHAPTER    VII. 

THE   DOWNFALL  OF   MR.    ROBINSON   AT   NEWPORT — 
THE  REV.  MR.  BERGER  SLIPS  THROUGH  MY  HANDS. 

1883. — This  was  a  very  busy  year  for  me.  In 
January  a  long  correspondence  appeared  in  the 
Mai  ton  papers  concerning  the  proposed  debate 
between  Mr.  Robinson  and  I,  but  as  the  local 
Tories  would  not  make  arrangements  to  put  Mr. 
Robinson  forward  as  their  representative,  this 
came  to  nothing. 

During  February  I  addressed  a  meeting  at 
Middleton,  in  company  with  the  Rev.  H.  N. 
Kennedy,  vicar  of  Plumpton,  on  the  Disestab- 
lishment question.  Mr.  Eager,  the  local  curate, 
attended  the  meeting,  and  questioned  us  both,  as 
long  as  he  cared  to  do  so. 

On  the  ist  of  March  I  paid  another  visit  to 
Newport  (Mon.),  and  spoke  in  the  Albert  Hall  to 
a  crowded  audience.  The  Tories  had  not  for- 
given me  for  the  part  I  took  in  their  election, 
and  now  there  was  some  talk  of  finding  an  oppo- 
nent to  meet  me  in  debate.  After  considerable 
delay,  it  was  announced  that  they  had  made 
arrangements  with  Mr.  W.  B.  Robinson,  of  Leeds. 
This  gentleman,  it  appears,  had  been  "  bluffing  " 
his  Tory  friends  somewhat,  for,  in  a  printed  docu- 
ment issued  by  the  secretary  of  the  Newport 
Conservative  Association,  it  was  stated  that  "  Mr. 
Robinson  has,  from  the  first,  expressed  his  opinion 
that  by  hook  or  by  crook  some  means  would  be 
found  to  enable  Mr.  Howes  to  avoid  a  discussion 
with  him."  The  Liberals  were  very  jubilant  at 
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the  prospect  of  a  debate,  and  everything  seemed 
to  be  going  on  steadily.  Dates  were  fixed  for 
two  nights,  chairman  agreed  upon,  and  it  was 
decided  that  a  limited  number  of  tickets  should 
be  issued  at  one  shilling  each,  the  remainder  of 
the  hall  to  be  free.  Then  the  Tories  stipulated 
that  the  free  part  of  the  hall  should  be  admission 
by  ticket,  and  only  voters  allowed  in.  This  the 
Liberals  would  not  agree  to,  as  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  referred  to  the  register  to  see 
if  every  man  was  a  voter  who  attempted  to  enter, 
and  it  would  also  have  excluded  all  ladies.  A 
long  correspondence  took  place  between  the 
Liberal  and  Tory  secretaries,  and  at  last  the  Tories 
announced  that  Mr.  Robinson  would  lecture  on 
the  first  night  set  apart  for  the  debate,  and  that 
discussion  would  be  invited.  The  Liberals  at 
once  took  the  hall  for  the  second  night,  and  an- 
nounced that  I  would  lecture  under  the  same  con- 
ditions. The  hall  was  crowded  on  each  evening. 
Mr.  Robinson  did  very  badly.  I  opposed  him 
on  the  first  night,  he  opposed  me  on  the  follow- 
ing evening,  and  some  of  the  Tories  were  very 
much  disappointed  with  their  champion.  The 
following  is  from  the  South  Wales  Telegram  :— 

"  NEWPORT  TORYISM  AND  ITS  SUCCOURER. 

"  On  Monday  a  large  throng  assembled  in  the 
Albert  Hall,  Newport,  drawn  thither  by  an  im- 
posing announcement  to  the  effect  that  the  Liberal 
Association  having  evaded  the  proposed  discussion 
between  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Howes,  the  first- 
named  gentleman  had  arranged  with  the  local 
party  authorities  to  deliver  a  lecture  on  the 
question,  '  Is  the  present  Government  worthy  of 
the  confidence  of  the  people  ? '  About  eight 
o'clock,  the  time  announced  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Robinson  was  called 
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upon,  and  after  a  few  preliminary  observations, 
proceeded  to  involve  himself  in  a  maze  of  news- 
papers, which  he  produced  one  after  the  other, 
reading  short  extracts  from  speeches  delivered  by 
Mr.  Rylands,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  and  one  or  two 
other  gentlemen,  all,  it  transpired,  with  a  view 
to  showing  that  the  administration  is  not  entitled 
to  the  trust  of  the  nation.  The  long  continuance 
of  the  course  of  readings  indulged  in  by  the  speaker 
induced  a  waggish  auditor  to  remark,  '  Waste 
paper,'  and  other  interruptions  being  induced  by 
the  comparative  absence  of  the  original  statement 
regarding  what  the  Government  had  or  had  not 
done,  the  speaker  exclaimed  :  '  I'm  in  no  hurry ; 
I  can  wait ; '  and  during  the  remainder  of  the 
lecture  made,  in  answer  to  observations  from 
persons  amongst  the  audience,  such  ejaculations 
as  '  Don't  you  like  your  physic  ?  '  'I  have  not 
done  with  you  yet ; '  '  There  is  more  to  come  ; ' 
'  Why  don't  you  shut  your  mouth  ?  '  '  Empty 
vessels  always  make  very  much  noise  ; '  '  Let  one 
fool  speak  at  a  time ; '  &c.  Naturally,  such 
remarks  as  these  had  an  hilarious  influence  upon 
the  auditors,  many  of  whom  were  probably  prone 
to  suppose  that  the  lecturer  did  not  intend  to 
treat  his  subject  seriously,  and  witty  sayings  and 
bantering  interpolations  continued  to  be  made 
throughout  the  Lecture.  Although  these  repeated 
interruptions  were  to  be  regretted,  the  speaker 
brought  them  upon  himself  by  the  contemptuous 
and  patronising  manner  in  which  his  opponents 
present  were  addressed.  Notwithstanding  that 
one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  was  occupied  with 
the  delivery  of  the  address,  little  or  nothing  was 
said  with  reference  to  the  many  important  mea- 
sures which  the  ministry  had  introduced  and 
carried.  The  lecture  was,  as  Mr.  Howes  after- 
wards remarked,  *  a  clever  evasion  of  the  subject 
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announced  on  the  bills.'  At  the  conclusion  of 
Mr.  Robinson's  speech,  Mr.  Howes  came  forward 
and  proceeded  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of 
the  ten  minutes  which  the  chairman  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Stevens)  had,  amidst  some  disapprobation,  an- 
nounced as  the  time  he  would  be  allowed.  It 
should,  however,  be  added  that  further  time  was 
promised  if  necessary.  Mr.  Howes  expressed 
surprise  that  the  subject  announced  for  consider- 
ation had  not  been  dealt  with.  To  prove  that 
the  Government  was  not  worthy  of  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  the  lecturer  had  introduced  a  pam- 
phlet published  in  1875,  in  which  a  Nonconformist 
spoke  against  the  Roman  Catholics.  Another 
reason,  almost  as  good,  supposing  it  to  be  true, 
which  he  (Mr.  Howes)  olid  not  admit,  was  a  state- 
ment regarding  the  Reform  Bill  of  1867.  '  The 
Conservatives  passed  a  Reform  Bill,'  said  Mr. 
Robinson,  '  and  owing  to  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment was  not  entitled  to  support.'  (Laughter, 
applause,  and  disapprobation.)  If  these  state- 
ments were  not  used  as  arguments,  they  should 
not  have  been  made,  and  if  they  were  so  used, 
how  could  they  possibly  tell  against  the  present 
administration  ?  (c  Hear,  hear.')  The  only  real 
argument  had  been  taken  from  the  last  Budget 
speech,  by  which  it  was  endeavoured  to  show 
that  the  present  Government  spent  more  than  the 
last  one.  This  Mr.  Howes  at  once  admitted,  and 
said,  '  But  this  state  of  things  was  brought  about 
by  the  present  administration  having  to  pay  Tory 
debts.'  Mr.  Robinson  had  stated  that  there  had 
been  an  expenditure  of  £4,000,000  more  on  the 
Army,  Navy,  and  Civil  Service,  but  if  he  read 
more  of  the  Budget  speech,  he  would  find  that 
the  Tories  had  neglected  the  Army  and  Navy, 
and  thus  caused  the  extra  expenditure  in  question, 
to  restore  these  branches  to  their  former  condi- 
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tion.  (Applause  and  uproar.)  '  But  the  Govern- 
ment had  also  paid  off  £20,000,000  of  National 
Debt,  and  £4,750,000  of  Tory  debt.'  (Applause.) 
"  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Howes  asked  the  following 
questions  : — (i)  '  In  1874,  when  Mr.  Gladstone 
went  out  of  office,  was  not  England  at  peace  with 
all  the  world  ?  In  1880,  when  the  Tories  left 
office,  was  there  not  war  in  Afghanistan,  and  had 
not  war  just  been  concluded  in  Zululand,  and  had 
not  the  Transvaal  and  the  Island  of  Cyprus  been 
annexed  ? '  (2)  '  When  the  Liberals  left  office 
was  not  the  expenditure  £74,000,000,  and  when 
the  Tories  left  office  £84,000,000  ?  When  the 
Tories  came  in  in  1874  was  there  not  a  surplus 
of  £5,000,000,  and  when  the  Liberals  came  in, 
in  1880,  was  there  not  a  large  accumulation  of 
debt  ?  '  In  response,  Mr.  Robinson  denied  that 
he  had  evaded  the  questions,  and  maintained  that 
the  figures  he  had  quoted  were  in  the  Budget 
speech.  As  for  the  National  Debt,  it  had  been 
reduced  on  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Con- 
servative Government — ('  Oh,  oh ') — and  during  the 
last  year  of  its  existence,  there  was  a  reduction 
of  £5,000,000.  (Applause  and  dissent.)  When 
Mr.  Gladstone  went  out  of  office,  the  country 
was,  he  admitted,  at  peace  with  all  the  world. 
(Applause.)  But  the  Conservative  Government 
had  to  pay  for  the  last  war  the  Liberals  had  in- 
dulged in.  (Applause  and  dissent.)  He  denied 
that  there  was  war  in  Afghanistan  when  the 
Liberal  Government  acceded  to  power,  although 
the  war  was  afterwards  prolonged,  owing  to  the 
action  of  that  Government.  ('  Hear,  hear/  and 
disapprobation.)  When  the  Liberals  left  office 
the  expenditure  was  not  £74,000,000,  but 
£77,440,852.  (Applause  and  uproar.)  Mr.  Howes 
pointed  out  that  the  figures  last  mentioned  were 
from  Sir  Stafford  Northcote's  Budget  speech  for 
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1874;  while  Mr.  Howes'  question  was  :  '  Was  the 
expenditure  £74,000,000  when  the  Liberals  left 
office  ?  '  Mr.  Robinson  had  a  remarkable  way 
of  cooking  finance.  (Laughter  and  applause.) 
Mr.  Howes  then  repeated  his  other  unanswered 
question,  and  said  they  could  be  answered  in  two 
minutes.  Mr.  Robinson  contended  that  a  mistake 
had  been  made  by  Mr.  Howes  with  regard  to  the 
Budget  of  1874.  Three  millions  were  paid  on 
account  of  Alabama  claims. 

"  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Robinson  announced  his 
intention  of  attending  Mr.  Howes'  meeting  next 
night,  and  concluded  without  answering  the 
questions,  stating  that  the  chairman  had  in- 
formed him  that  his  time  was  up.  The  proceed- 
ings then  closed." 

Concerning  the  second  night's  proceedings  the 
South  Wales  Telegram  contained  the  following  : — 

"  LIBERALISM  VerSUS  TORYISM,  AT  THE  ALBERT 
HALL,    NEWPORT. 

"The  proposed  discussion  between  Mr.  J. 
Howes  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Robinson  has  now,  in  all 
but  formal  arrangement,  taken  place.  Two  free 
and  open  meetings  have  been  held  :  one  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Liberal  Association,  and  the 
other  under  those  of  the  Conservative  Associa- 
tion. Both  the  champions  have  had  their  say, 
and,  to  crown  all,  the  result  of  this  great  tourna- 
ment is  very  gratifying  to  the  Liberal  party. 
The  spacious  building  which  has  formed  the  arena 
has  twice  been  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity  ;  on 
both  occasions  Liberalism  has  been  the  prepon- 
derating tone  of  the  assembly,  and  on  Tuesday 
a  vote  of  confidence  in  the  Government  and  in 
the  Member  for  the  Monmouth  Boroughs  was 
carried  most  enthusiastically  and  almost  unani- 
mously. Long  before  the  hour  announced  for 
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the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  the  hall  was  rapidly 
filling,  and  at  ten  minutes  to  eight  the  promoters, 
seeing  no  necessity  to  wait  longer,  decided  to 
commence  the  business.  The  chairman,  having 
briefly  inaugurated  the  proceedings,  called  upon 
Mr.  Howes,  who  at  once  plunged  into  the  subjects, 
restricting  his  address  to  about  an  hour,  in  order 
to  afford  time  for  discussion.  As  he  went  on 
telling  point  after  point  in  favour  of  the  Ministry, 
the  applause  became  loud  and  frequent,  and 
when  he  resumed  his  seat,  after  building  up  a 
strong  and  invincible  case,  and  summarising  in 
a  fervent  appeal  the  reasons  why  the  Government 
is  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  the 
hall  rang  with  the  repeated  cheering  of  the  audi- 
ence. The  speaker  of  the  previous  night  was 
present,  accompanied  by  three  or  four  officials 
of  the  Conservative  Association,  and  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  address,  discussion  was  invited, 
ample  time  being  afforded.  Mr.  Robinson  then 
made  a  few  criticisms  on  the  lecture,  but  only 
the  mere  fringe  of  the  case  for  the  Government 
was  touched.  It  was,  however,  asked,  amid 
laughter,  why  the  lecture  of  the  previous  evening 
had  not  been  considered.  '  Because/  replied  Mr. 
Howes,  amid  roars  of  laughter,  '  you  said  nothing.' 
As  for  the  few  questions,  mostly  trivial,  that  were 
asked,  so  ably  and  conclusively  were  they  ans- 
wered, that  the  subjects  involved  in  them  were 
abandoned  one  by  one.  Truly,  it  is  the  irony 
of  fate  now  to  observe  in  the  correspondence 
relating  to  the  then  projected  discussion  and 
published  by  the  Conservative  Association,  the 
remark  that  Mr.  Howes  would  find  a  reason  to 
avoid  a  contest  '  with  one  who  is  admittedly 
in  every  sense  his  superior.'  Last  night's  meeting 
was  one  of  which  the  Liberal  party  may  well  be 
proud;  and  it  is  only  to  be  hoped  that  those 
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Conservatives  present,  who1  undoubtedly  were 
sadder,  may  also  have  been  wiser,  men  than  when 
they  entered." 

Four  years  later,  Mr.  Robinson  was  speaking 
at  a  meeting  at  Castleford,  near  Leeds.  He  was 
questioned  concerning  the  Newport  meetings,  and 
he  denied  that  he  had  debated  with  me  in  that 
town.  Whereupon  a  Mr.  Wright  wrote  the  letter 
and  received  the  reply  which  follows  : — 

Legiolium  House,  Castleford, 

Jan.  igth,  1887. 

A.  J.  Stevens,  Esq.,  Stowpark,  Newport. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  inform  me 
whether  Mr.  W.  B.  Robinson,  of  Leeds,  ever 
debated  in  your  town  with  a  Mr.  J.  Howes,  and 
if  so,  what  is  your  opinion  of  Mr.  Robinson's 
ability  as  a  debater  ? 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  WRIGHT. 

Newport  Conservative  Association, 
Savings'  Bank  Chambers, 
Newport. 

Jan.  28th,  1887. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  yours  of  the  igth,  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  A.  J.  Stevens,  which  that  gentle- 
man has  handed  to  me,  I  beg  to  say  that  the  two 
gentlemen  mentioned  did  meet  in  debate  in  our 
town  on  one  occasion,  and  without  expressing 
an  opinion  upon  the  relative  ability  of  the  dis- 
putants, the  result  of  the  debate  was  in  the 
highest  degree  unsatisfactory  to  us. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  DAVIES,  Secretary. 

J.  Wright,  Esq.,  Legiolium  House,  Castleford. 
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In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1883  I  gave  a 
number  of  lectures  on  Disestablishment  in  various 
parts  of  Lancashire.  The  Tories  brought  the 
Rev.  T.  T.  Berger — who  was  the  leading  Church 
defence  lecturer — to  reply  to  me.  I  had,  for  a 
long  time,  a  desire  to  meet  this  gentleman  in 
debate,  therefore  I,  as  the  representative  of  the 
National  Reform  Union,  challenged  him.  One 
of  Mr.  Berger's  lectures,  delivered  in  reply  to  me, 
had  been  answered  by  the  Rev.  J.  Brown,  of  the 
Liberation  Society,  as  I  happened  to  be  engaged 
in  another  part  of  the  country.  Concerning  this 
matter,  the  following  correspondence  appeared  : 

"THE  PROJECTED  DISCUSSION  BETWEEN  MR.  J. 
HOWES  AND  THE  REV.  T.  T.  BERGER. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Bacup  Times. 

"  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Howes'  letter  in  your 
issue  of  Saturday  last,  I  beg  to  say  : — 

"  i.  That  Mr.  Howes  was  bound  himself  to 
have  defended  his  own  utterances.  If  he  was 
fast  till  after  Easter,  he  should  have  let  the  reply 
stay  till  after  Easter.  To  get  another  man  to 
fight  his  battles  for  him  certainly  has  the  appear- 
ance of  weakness. 

"2.  Of  what  passed  at  Oldham  Town  Hall, 
on  February  6th,  and  of  a  challenge  then  and 
there  given,  to  meet  Mr.  Howes  in  discussion,  I 
know  nothing  at  all,  not  having  had  any  inti- 
mation in  any  way  of  the  matter.  I  have  written 
to  Oldham  for  particulars. 

"3.  It  is  not  for  the  challenged  to  formulate 
the  propositions  for  discussion.  If  I  discuss  with 
Mr.  Howes,  I  shall  discuss  with  him  the  ground 
taken  by  the  Liberation  Society,  and  no  other. 

"4.  Is  Mr.  Howes  endorsed  by  the  Liberation 
Society  as  its  representative  ?  If  so,  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  meet  him,  for  three  or  four  nights* 
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discussion,  at  any  place,  Bury,  Bacup,  Rawten- 
stall,  Crawshawbooth,  Oldham,  or  anywhere  else  ; 
and  on  receiving  his  endorsement,  by  the  Libera- 
tion Society,  as  its  agent,  together  with  the  names 
of  his  committee  I  will  at  once  put  matters  in 
train.  My  own  representative  character  can 
hardly  be  called  in  question,  as  I  have  previously 
met,  as  the  representative  of  the  Church  Defence 
Association,  Mr.  J.  H.  Gordon,  in  four  nights' 
discussion  at  Dewsbury ;  Mr.  Browne  in  four 
nights'  discussion  at  Glossop ;  Mr.  Gordon  in 
three  nights'  discussion  at  the  Free  Trade  Hall 
in  Manchester;  and  Mr.  J.  MacDougal  in  three 
nights'  discussion  at  Stafford.  If  Mr.  Howes  is 
not  the  accredited  representative  of  the  Liberation 
Society,  he  is  not  worth  powder  and  shot. 

"5.  Less  than  three  or  four  nights'  discussion 
I  will  not  accept  from  Mr.  Howes  or  anyone  else. 
In  less  time  one  cannot  possibly  do  anything 
like  justice  to  the  important  questions  involved. 

"  Yours  truly, 
"T.  T.  BERGER." 

"  MR.   J.   HOWES'   REPLY  TO  THE  REV.  T.  T. 

BERGER. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Bacup  Times. 

"  Sir, — Just  a  word  or  two  (with  your  permis- 
sion) concerning  Mr.  Berger's  letter  of  the  22nd. 
If  Mr.  Berger  really  desires  debate,  he  should  not 
evade  my  direct  challenge.  Whoever  Mr.  Berger 
may  have  debated  with  before  has  nothing  to 
do  with  me  now.  I  only  undertake  to  meet  the 
representative  of  a  Society ;  therefore,  if  Mr. 
Berger  can  find  a  Society  willing  to  put  him 
forward  as  their  representative,  I  will  name  one 
of  equal  importance,  willing  that  I  should  repre- 
sent them,  and  arrangements  can  at  once  com- 
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mence.  I  am  quite  willing  to  maintain  in  debate 
the  advisability  of  disestablishing  and  disendow- 
ing the  Protestant  State  Church. 

"  Yours  truly, 

"J.  HOWES." 

"  MR.  BERGER'S  REPLY. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Bacup  Times. 

"  Sir, — Absence  from  home  has  prevented  till 
to-day  my  reply  to  Mr.  Howes'  letter  of  the  3ist. 

"  Mr.  Howes  evidently  does  not  know  his  man 
when  he  talks  about  me  '  evading  debate.'  I 
have  stated  publicly  again  and  again  that  as  the 
agent  of  the  Northern  Church  Defence  Society 
(Secretary  :  Mr.  W.  M.  Touchstone,  St.  Anne's 
Square,  Manchester)  I  will  meet  in  public  discus- 
sion, for  three  or  four  nights,  any  man  whom  the 
Liberation  Society  puts  forward  as  its  representa- 
tive. 

"  Let  Mr.  Howes  be  endorsed  by  the  Liberation 
Society,  for  discussion,  that  it  may  be  known  on 
what  ground  and  with  whom  we  are  discussing, 
and  Mr.  Touchstone,  with  myself  and  a  committee, 
will  at  once  make  all  necessary  arrangements. 

Till  Mr.  Howes  procures  the  endorsement  of 
the  Liberation  Society,  nothing  further  can  be 
done.  No  Society  but  the  Liberation  Society  is 
of  equal  importance  to  the  Northern  Church 
Defence  Society. 

"  Yours  truly, 

"  April  i2th,  1883."  "  T.  T.  BERGER. 

Shortly  after  this  correspondence  the  Rawten- 
stall  Free  Press  published  the  following  : — 

"  MR.  BERGER  AGAIN. 

"  After  three  days'  and  three  nights'  considera- 
tion we  understand  that  this  parson  has  decided 
to  accept  the  challenge  given  by  Mr.  J .  Howes,  of 
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the  National  Reform  Union.  We  hope,  for  the 
edification  of  the  '  erring  ones '  in  this  town,  Mr. 
Berger  will  make  suitable  arrangement.  With 
parsons,  the  number  3  is  a  favourite,  but  i  is  the 
greatest  favourite.  However,  as  it  took  Mr.  Berger 
three  days  and  three  nights  to  decide,  we  respect- 
fully ask  him  to  come  to  this  town  for  one  evening, 
Bacup  another,  and  Crawshawbooth  another.  It 
is  merely  a  suggestion,  but  I  can  assure  Mr.- 
Berger,  should  he  decide  to  come — which  I  hope 
he  will — the  hall  will  not  be  empty.  It  would 
be  an  admirable  opportunity  for  this  devout 
parson  to  ventilate  his  antiquated  notions  on 
Church  and  State." 

This  editor,  evidently,  was  spoiling  for  the  fun. 
He  was  like  the  Irish  landlord,  who  said  to  one 
of  his  tenants  :  "  You  have  been  in  many  ructions, 
I  suppose,  Pat  ? "  "  Oh,  a  great  many,  yer 
honour,"  replied  Pat,  unaffectedly.  "  And  I 
suppose  you  fight  grimly — you  never  give  in,  I 
mean  ?  "  "I  always  fight  till  I  die  !  "  said  Pat. 

But  the  last  letter  from  Mr.  Berger  had  dashed 
all  our  hopes,  and  for  the  time  being  the  reverend 
gentleman  had  slipped  through  my  hands. 


CHAPTER   VIII. 

DEFEAT  OF  MR.  BYRON  REED  AT  LYTHAM — TORY 
CONSTERNATION. 

1883.  In  May  of  this  year  I  took  part  in  a 
most  important  one-night  debate  at  Lytham  with 
Mr.  Byron  Reed,  of  Darlington.  I  tried  to  get 
my  opponent  to  consent  to  two  nights,  but  he 
would  not,  so  I  had  to  be  content  with  small 
mercies. 

The  night  before  Mr.  Reed  met  me  he  lectured 
at  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood,  when  a  Radical 
farmer  asked  him  some  questions  ;  but  as  this 
farmer  was  not  a  practised  speaker  Mr.  Reed 
walked  over  him,  much  to  the  delight  of  the 
Tories.  I  shall  now  leave  the  local  press  to  tell 
the  story  of  this  debate. 

"  THE    POLITICAL    DEBATE    AT    LYTHAM. 
"  MR.  HOWES  AND  MR.  BYRON  REED. 

"  IS  THE  PRESENT  GOVERNMENT  WORTHY  OF  THE 
CONFIDENCE  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ? 

"  Lytham  is  about  the  last  place  in  England 
where,  ten  years  ago,  anything  like  political 
excitement  would  have  been  looked  for.  It  had 
grown  up  under  the  shadow  of  the  stately  man- 
sion, known  as  the  '  Ancestral  Home  of  the 
Cliftons.'  The  town  was  supposed  to  take  its 
politics  from  the  family  at  the  Hall,  and  the  popu- 
lar impression  was,  that  a  dog  must  not  wag  its 
tail  without  the  permission  of  the  '  Cliftons.' 
It  was  the  boast  of  the  local  Conservatives  that 
'  they  had  it  all  their  own  way/  What  was 
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more,  they  believed  that  that  condition  would 
hold  down  to  the  end  of  time.  A  change,  has, 
however,  come  over  the  scene.  Many  things  have 
happened  since  1868.  Among  these  has  been 
the  introduction  of  a  '  Ballot  Bill,'  which  has  at 
least  this  particular  merit,  that  it  makes  the 
voters  independent  of  territorial  magnates.  Then, 
too,  Lytham  has  grown.  The  progressive  tend- 
ency of  the  age  has  reached  the  town,  and  is 
flowing  over  it.  The  new  men  who  have  moved 
into  the  place  have  come  with  the  views  that 
rule  in  Manchester,  and  other  large  centres  of 
population — views  which  are  somewhat  broader 
than  those  which  had  prevailed  so  long  at  this 
pleasant  seaside  retreat.  The  great  National 
Political  struggle  of  1880  had  its  influence  upon 
the  town.  The  interest  of  the  people  was  aroused. 
Lytham  did  splendidly  in  that  eventful  time. 
It  is  true  North  Lancashire  did  not  return  a 
Liberal,  but  the  short,  sharp  contest  did  a  work, 
the  influence  of  which  will  be  felt  in  the  Division 
for  many  years  to  come.  Had  there  not  been  that 
contest,  there  would  have  been  no  meeting  at 
Lytham  on  Friday. 

"  That  meeting  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  entire 
Fylde  district.  The  disputants  were  Mr.  Joseph 
Howes,  of  the  National  Reform  Union,  and  Mr. 
H.  Byron  Reed,  who  is  the  agent  of  some  Con- 
servative organisation,  which  is  putting  forth 
such  vigorous  efforts  to  convert  the  North  of 
England.  It  is  hardly  proper  to  say  that  Mr. 
f  Reed  and  Mr.  Howes  were  admirably  matched. 
Mr.  Howes  was  well  up  in  his  subject,  which  was 
more  than  can  be  said  for  Mr.  Reed.  It  seemed, 
indeed,  as  though  he  had  come  with  the  proud 
consciousness  that  facts  and  figures  were  not  at 
all  required  by  a  Conservative  speaker  addressing 
a  Lytham  audience.  He  thought  he  had  only  to 
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make  assertions  in  the  most  vigorous  and  em- 
phatic manner  and  they  would  be  received  with 
unquestioning  faith.  Having  doubled  up  that 
'  raw  recruit '  of  debate,  Mr.  Crook,  on  the  pre- 
vious evening,  Mr.  Reed  fancied  he  could  just  as 
easy  perform  the  same  operation  on  Mr.  Howes. 
Never  did  he  make  a  greater  mistake !  The 
'  Great  Eccleston  '  laurels  were  shrivelled  up  in 
two  short  hours,  and  the  advocate  of  Toryism 
received  such  a  castigation  as  will  make  him 
careful  how  he  ventures  into  another  discussion 
with  a  political  speaker  of  Mr.  Howes'  calibre. 

"  At  Lytham,  we  are  glad  to  say,  assumption 
did  not  go  down.  The  cheeky  attitude  which 
had  frightened  unpractised  Mr.  Crook,  at  the 
Copp  School,  did  not  avail  one  bit  to  scare  Mr. 
Howes.  That  gentleman  put  his  opponent  in  a 
corner  at  the  outset,  and  there  he  kept  him, 
never  allowing  him  to  budge  one  inch,  without 
reasons  being  produced ;  of  reasons  Mr.  Reed 
had  only  a  slender  stock.  Assertions  with  him 
were  as  plentiful  as  are  the  blossoms  just  now 
on  the  trees  in  Fylde  orchards.  Hardly  once  during 
the  entire  evening  did  Mr.  Reed  think  it  worthy 
of  him  to  produce  proof,  or  even  to  attempt  it ; 
the  only  instance  being  Mr.  Gladstone's  letter  to 
the  Austrian  Ambassador. 

"Mr.  Howes,  in  his  opening  address,  dwelt 
awhile  on  the  inheritance  of  muddle  and  wreck 
to  which  Her  Majesty's  present  Government 
succeeded.  He  then  proceeded  to  show  how,  not- 
withstanding that,  it  had  now  got  matters  toler- 
ably straight  at  home ;  it  had  put  the  finances 
of  the  country  upon  a  sound  basis  ;  it  had  passed 
several  useful  measures  ;  and  would  pass  several 
more  when  Tory  obstructionists  moderated  their 
excessive  zeal.  Mr.  Reed,  in  reply,  disdained  to 
notice  what  had  gone  before  1880,  and  proceeded 
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to  argue  that  the  Liberals  had  promised  peace, 
and  had  made  two  wars  ;  had  promised  retrench- 
ment, and  had  put  up  the  expenditure  ;  had  spent 
the  best  part  of  five  sessions  in  doing  almost 
nothing  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the  long  list 
of  reforms  which  they  had  promised.  Mr.  Howes, 
when  he  came  to  reply,  demanded  the  proofs  of 
Mr.  Reed's  assertions.  These  not  being  forth- 
coming, he  at  once  proceeded  to  show  the  utter 
falsity  of  his  opponent's  charges,  which  he  did, 
to  the  intense  delight  of  the  Liberals,  and  the 
evident  mortification  of  the  Conservatives.  Never 
was  there  a  more  complete  breakdown  in  argu- 
ment than  in  the  case  of  poor  Mr.  Reed.  He 
was  a  being  to  be  pitied,  for  as  he  was  driven 
from  position  after  position,  and  covered  with 
confusion,  he  grew  somewhat  desperate.  He 
talked  vaguely,  and  he  orated  in  what  he  himself 
would  call  '  labyrinthine  sentences/  which  meant 
nothing  at  all  in  the  way  of  adding  to  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  point  in  dispute. 

"  Each  speaker  had  several  opportunities  during 
the  course  of  the  evening  of  addressing  the  audi- 
ence, which  was,  on  the  whole,  a  well-behaved 
one.  It  was  very  large ;  in  fact,  the  room  was 
crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  was  far  too 
small  for  all  those  who  were  anxious  to  be  present. 
As  an  indication  of  the  interest  felt  in  the  debate, 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  parties  came  from  the 
chief  places  in  the  surrounding  districts.  Black- 
pool sent  a  large  contingent ;  St.  Annes  was  well 
represented  ;  so,  too,  was  Kirkham.  The  redoubt- 
able Captain  Jameson  showed  up  on  behalf  of 
Fleetwood ;  while  Inskip  and  Great  Eccleston 
had  several  of  their  veteran  politicians  to  repre- 
sent them.  In  the  audience  we  noticed  Mr. 
Crook,  who  had  gone  into  the  battle  against  Mr. 
Reed  on  the  previous  evening.  He  looked  much 
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more  at  ease  in  the  Lytham  Assembly  Rooms 
than  he  did  in  the  Copp  School,  and  it  must  have 
been  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  him  to  see  Mr. 
Howes  roll  Mr.  Reed  in  the  dust,  with  a  skill  and 
thoroughness  a  hundred  times  greater  than  that 
with  which  Mr.  Reed  had  succeeded  in  rolling  him 
over  on  the  subject  of, '  Are  the  Clergy  State  Paid  ? ' 

"  At  Lytham  there  was  a  chairman — a  gentle- 
man, without  doubt — but  a  magnificent  partisan. 
His  duties  were  happily  light.  How  he  would  have 
faced  them  had  they  been  heavier  is  a  matter  of 
grave  doubt  to  us  now.  Mr.  A.  W.  Clifton's 
speech,  which  was  fortunately  brief,  proclaimed 
his  side  in  politics ;  and  the  way  in  which  he 
ever  and  anon  cheered  Mr.  Reed,  showed  that 
he  had  overlooked,  for  the  time,  the  fact  that 
he  was  presiding  over  a  meeting,  where  the  chair- 
man should  be  as  unbiased  in  his  conduct  as  is 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  Fortunately,  everything  went  smoothly.  The 
debate  lasted  nearly  two  hours  and  a  half,  and  it 
cannot  fail  to  produce  an  influence  upon  the 
entire  locality.  As  we  passed  out  of  the  room, 
one  man  said  to  his  companion,  '  Why,  there 
won't  be  a  Tory  in  Lytham,  after  this.  They 
haven't  a  fact  to  produce,  nor  a  foot  of  solid 
ground  on  which  to  stand.  If  I  had  not  heard 
this  debate  I  could  never  have  believed  Toryism 
was  such  a  gross  imposition.'  It  is  too  much  to 
believe  that  one  debate  will  knock  the  Toryism 
out  of  Lytham.  Everywhere  Toryism  dies  hard. 
It  may,  however,  help  to  hold  it  in  check,  and 
prove  a  means  of  influencing  for  good  the  rising 
generation.  If  it  does  nothing  else,  it  will  proclaim 
far  and  wide  how  vast  are  the  strides  towards  com- 
plete political  emancipation,  which  have  been  taken 
in  what  the  chairman  called  the  '  sleepy  hollow ' 
of  Lytham." — Blackpool  Times,  May  3oth,  1883. 
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"THE  RECENT  POLITICAL  DISCUSSION. 

"  Our  Liberal  friends  are  welcome  to  whatever 
consolation  they  can  extract  from  their  alleged 
triumphant  vindication  of  Liberal  policy  at  Lytham. 
Our  chief  regret,  in  connection  with  the  debate  is, 
not  that  Mr.  Reed  was  without  his  documentary 
proof — blue  book  extracts  are  not  necessary  to 
convince  people  capable  of  being  convinced — but 
rather  that  the  Conservative  champion  allowed 
liimself  to  dawdle  away  his  time  in  perfectly 
meaningless  vindications,  rather  than  in  direct 
attacks  upon  the  whole  line  of  the  Liberal  policy. 
Mr.  Reed  was  outdone  in  diplomacy,  or  he  would 
never  have  spent  his  energies  on  trivial  matters. 
It  was  his  business  to  develop  his  indictments 
against  the  Government,  step  by  step,  without 
heed  to  the  ingenious  devices  of  his  opponent. 
What  was  wanted  was  a  vote  of  non-confidence 
in  the  Government — a  clear  exposition  of  its 
shortcomings  developed  in  natural  sequence.  Per- 
turbed, of  course,  Mr.  Reed  must  have  been  by 
Mr.  Howes'  demands  for  proof  of  things  within 
the  memory  of  the  audience,  but  in  spite  of  this, 
he  would  have  served  his  cause  better  if  he  had 
stuck  closer  to  his  expressed  intention  at  the  out- 
set. The  result  of  wandering  into  the  '  laby- 
rinthine mazes '  was  an  inability  to  prove  his 
indictments,  and  a  consequent  failure  to  secure 
the  sympathy  which  he  might  honestly  have 
claimed." — The  Lytham  Gazette  (Tory). 

This  article  from  the  Tory  paper  brought  forth 
the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Reed. 

"  THE  LYTHAM  DEBATE. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Lytham  Gazette. 

"  Sir, — It  is  useless  to  flog  a  dead  horse,  and 
needless  to  slay  the  slain  ;  therefore  I  do  not 
intend  to  reopen  in  the  Press  the  subject  which 
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Mr.  Howes  and  myself  recently  debated  on  the 
platform  at  Lytham.  I  feel,  however,  that  I 
ought  to  express  my  humble  thanks  to  those 
gentlemen  of  the  fourth  estate  who  have,  since 
the  meeting,  so  generously  and  candidly  pointed 
out  my  sins  of  omission  and  other  shortcomings 
in  the  discussion,  and  who  have  so  admirably 
accomplished  some  of  the  things  I  was  not  able 
to  perform.  My  gratitude  is  the  greater  when  I 
reflect  that  they  have  laboured  under  the  dis- 
advantages of  a  week's  leisure  for  reflective 
preparation,  unlimited  space  for  deliberate  ex- 
pressions, and  the  possession,  in  black  and  white, 
of  the  case  stated  by  the  other  side  ;  whilst  I, 
on  the  other  hand,  possessed  the  privileges  of 
being  compelled  to  make  instant  reply,  a  few 
moments  in  which  to  put  the  sense  into  words, 
and  utter  ignorance  of  what  I  had  to  reply  to 
until  my  opponent  had  unfolded  his  plan  of 
operations.  So  conscious  however,  am  I,  of  the 
gratitude  due  from  me  to  my  friendly  and  un- 
friendly critics,  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  for  administering  further  lessons 
in  the  art  of  debating.  I  therefore  wish  to  say 
that  I  will  be  willing  to  meet  Mr.  Howes  once 
again  in  public  discussion,  at  Lytham  or  Black- 
pool, on  some  political  topic,  in  the  course  of  next 
autumn  or  winter.  This  challenge,  nevertheless, 
I  must  qualify  by  the  following  not  unreasonable 
stipulations  :— (i)  That  the  debate  be  continued 
for  at  least  two  evenings,  and,  if  possible,  for 
three  or  four  ;  (2)  that  I,  as  challenger,  open  on 
the  first  evening ;  (3)  that  two  chairmen  be  ap- 
pointed (one  for  each  side),  and  an  umpire  be 
agreed  upon  to  settle  any  difference  that  may 
arise  between  the  chairmen.  If  a  debate,  under 
these  leading  conditions  be  arranged,  I  will  en- 
deavour to  furnish  Mr.  Howes  with  as  much 
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'  proof  '  as  he  may,  in  the  judgment  of  the  chair- 
men and  umpire,  be  justified  in  calling  for ;  al- 
though I  fear  I  cannot  undertake  to  produce  a 
substantial  library  upon  the  platform,  nor  demon- 
strate by  any  liter  a  scripta  that  Mr.  Howes  is — 
Mr.  Howes. 

"  I  remain,  Sir, 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"  H.  BYRON  REED. 
"  Darlington,  June  5th,  1883." 

I  replied  to  the  above  letter  as  follows: — 

"  THE  LYTHAM  DEBATE. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Blackpool  Times. 

"  Sir, — I  have  seen  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  Byron 
Reed  in  the  Blackpool  Gazette  of  the  8th  inst. 
Mr.  Reed  complains  of  the  criticisms  his  friends 
favoured  him  with,  and  I  can  only  offer  him  my 
very  sincere  sympathy,  as  in  my  opinion,  he  made 
the  very  best  that  could  be  made  of  the  bad 
case  he  had  to  advocate.  He  expresses  a  desire 
to  meet  me  again  at  Lytham  or  Blackpool,  to 
discuss  some  political  subject,  and  having  once 
had  the  honour  of  comparing  notes  with  him,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  do  so  again,  in  the  same  friendly 
spirit  which  prevailed  during  our  last  debate.  He 
wishes  the  debate  to  last  two  or  more  nights, 
and  that  he  should  make  the  opening  speech. 
To  these  conditions  I  should  be  quite  ready  to 
agree,  but  he  also  suggests  that  the  meetings 
should  be  presided  over  by  two  chairmen  and  an 
umpire,  and  I  simply  point  out  to  him  that  a 
debate  should  be  between  two,  not  five,  dispu- 
tants. For  my  own  part,  I  should  be  quite  satis- 
fied to  see  in  the  chair  the  same  gentleman  who 
presided  over  the  late  meeting,  and  I  fancy  that 
he  had  no  leanings  towards  my  side  of  the  question. 

83 


TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS'  FIGHT  WITH  THE  TORIES. 

If  Mr.  Reed  particularly  wishes  for  an  umpire, 
it  would  be  a  very  simple  matter,  to  propose  a 
resolution,  and  let  the  meeting  act  as  umpire 
between  us  on  the  question  debated.  The  Editor 
of  the  Gazette  says  that  '  Conservatives  do  not 
require  proof/  Liberals  may  have  the  weakness 
to  require  proof,  and,  out  of  consideration  for 
them,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  substantiate,  by 
evidence,  any  statement  I  may  make.  Mr.  Reed 
cannot,  I  feel  sure,  object  to  being  required  to 
do  the  same. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Yours,  etc., 

"J.  HOWES. 
"  Armley,  Leeds,  June  nth,  1883." 

After  this,  the  Blackpool  Times  published  the 
following  : — 

"  Mr.  Byron  Reed  has  been  vanquished,  but 
not  annihilated.  He  undertakes  to  come  up 
smiling  once  more,  if  Mr.  Howes  will  agree  to 
take  part  in  another  discussion,  in  autumn  or 
v/inter.  The  Liberal  champion  owes  the  Conser- 
vative his  revenge,  and  I  am,  therefore,  glad  to 
see  (from  a  letter  which  appears  in  another 
column)  that  he  will  afford  Mr.  Reed  the  oppor- 
tunity/' 

For  the  next  week  or  two  the  Tory  paper 
continued  to  apologise  and  explain,  and  the 
Blackpool  Times  to  reply  thus  : — 

"  That  the  local  Tories  were  '  hard  hit '  on  the 
night  of  that  famous  debate  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt,  but  one  would  hardly  have  thought  they 
would  have  elected  to  howl  over  their  defeat  to 
the  extent  they  did  in  their  organ,  on  Friday. 
Considering  the  importance  they  attach  to  the 
documentary  evidence  which  Mr.  Byron  Reed 
left  at  home,  wouldn't  it  be  better  for  '  H.H.W/ 
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and  his  friends,  instead  of  gnashing  their  teeth  in 
public  over  the  inevitable,  to  procure  that  said 
documentary  evidence,  and  to  lodge  it  in  the 
archives  of  the  Club,  in  readiness  for  future 
occasions  ?  That  documentary  evidence  ought  to 
be  secured  without  a  moment's  delay,  and  ought 
never  to  be  lost  sight  of  any  more." 

"  '  The  so-called  triumphant  vindications  of 
the  Liberal  policy  is  a  thing  of  the  past/  says 
our  Down-street  contemporary,  '  and  it  would  be 
idle  to  reiterate  the  story  of  a  peculiarly  strange 
debate.'  Had  that  peculiarly  strange  debate 
ended  in  a  victory  of  the  champion  of  the  local 
Conservative  party,  our  contemporary  would 
probably  have  furnished  its  readers  with  a  cus- 
tomary detailed  report  of  the  proceedings,  which 
they  had  a  right  to  expect.  As  that  debate,  how- 
ever, took  what,  to  the  Conservative  mind,  was 
doubtless  an  unexpected  and  peculiarly  strange 
turn,  and  proved  that  in  matching  Mr.  B.  Reed 
against  Mr.  Howes  the  local  Tory  chiefs  had  made 
a  faux  pas,  the  'report  that  ought  to  have  been 
forthcoming  was  suppressed,  and  instead  thereof, 
the  readers  of  that  journal  were  regaled  with 
half-a-dozen  columns  of  special  pleading,  in  which 
it  was  endeavoured  to  supply  some  of  the  proofs 
which,  it  was  alleged,  Mr.  Byron  Reed  had  in- 
advertently left  at  home." 

"  Of  course,  the  sanguine  young  man  who 
presides  over  the  destinies  of  the  Blackpool  Con- 
servative Association,  rushed  to  the  rescue,  and 
did  a  couple  of  columns  of  special  pleading  on  his 
own  account.  Mr.  '  H.H.W.'  is  not  inclined  to 
admit  that  the  '  Goliath  of  Darlington '  was 
beaten  in  debate,  but  he  is  very  sorry  that  Mr. 
Byron  Reed  had  not  his  documentary  evidence 
with  him.  Our  sanguine  friend  makes  a  frantic 
effort  to  show  that  he  could  have  made  out  a 
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much  better  case  than  did  the  gentleman  who 
left  his  documentary  evidence  at  home,  and  winds 
up  with  the  characteristically  bombastic  an- 
nouncement :  '  I  could  shatter  to  atoms,  if  I 
had  the  space,  every  argument  Mr.  Howes  used.' 
Seeing  that  Demosthenes,  junior,  was  dying  to 
distinguish  himself  as  a  shatterer  of  Liberal  argu- 
ments, why,  oh  !  why,  did  not  the  Editor  of  the 
Conservative  organ  give  him  '  the  space  '  ?  Pos- 
sibly, he  deemed  it  expedient  to  be  '  cruel  to  be 
kind/  ' 

The  Mr.  "  H.H.W."  referred  to  in  the  above 
notes,  was  Mr.  Wainwright  (son  of  the  Vicar  of 
Christ  Church,  Blackpool),  of  whom  my  readers 
will  hear  more  later. 

The  talked-of  second  debate  in  this  district 
never  came  off,  as  the  Tories  evinced  no  desire 
to  be  represented  by  Mr.  Reed  again. 

Nothing  was  more  amusing  during  the  Lytham 
debate  than  the  way  Mr.  Reed  tried  to  juggle 
with  figures.  He  got  so  hopelessly  confused  with 
his  thousands  and  millions  that  it  was  impossible 
for  his  own  friends  to  make  out  what  he  was 
driving  at.  He  was  as  bad  as  the  Scotchman 
and  Irishman  who  were  employed  carrying  bags 
of  flour.  Each  had  to  carry  three  dozen  bags, 
and  then  get  a  short  spell.  The  Scotchman, 
working  harder  than  the  Irishman,  got  through 
his  three  dozen  first,  and,  of  course,  had  a  rest. 
While  sitting,  the  Irishman  came  along,  and  ex- 
claimed :  "  You  haven't  carried  three  dozen  yet !  " 
"  Ay,"  said  the  Scotchman,  "  sax  "  (sacks)  "  times 
sax  "  (sacks)  "  is  thirty-sax."  (sacks.)  "  Be 
jabers,"  says  Pat,  "  you  moight  as  well  say, 
"  '  bags  times  bags  is  thirty  bags.'  " 


CHAPTER    IX. 

MR.  BOTTOMLEY  DEFEATED  AT  LITTLEBOROUGH — 
HANDSOME  PRESENTATION  AT  NEWPORT — 
ANOTHER  DEBATE  WITH  MR.  BOTTOMLEY  AT 
OLDHAM. 

MY  next  public  debate  was  with  Mr.  Bottomley, 
of  Oldham,  on  the  igth  and  2oth  of  June,  1883. 
It  took  place  at  Littleborough,  near  Manchester. 

The  subject  was  the  same  as  at  Lytham  :  "Is 
the  Present  Government  worthy  of  the  Confidence 
of  the  People  ?  " 

The  Conservatives  occupied  seats  on  one  side 
of  the  hall,  and  the  Liberals  on  the  other  side. 

The  hall  was  crowded  each  evening.  The  chair 
was  occupied  by  Mr.  John  Stott,  and  on  the 
platform  were  a  number  of  local  gentlemen  from 
each  party.  The  local  press  fully  reported  the 
proceedings,  and  newspapers  at  a  distance  also 
extensively  referred  to  the  debate.  The  Blackpool 
Times  said  : — 

"  The  political  discussion  at  Littleborough  last 
week  drew  two  very  large  audiences,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings were  spirited  enough  to  gratify  the 
appetite  of  the  keenest  political  enthusiast.  Mr. 
Howes  was  in  splendid  form,  and  repeatedly 
doubled  up  Mr.  Bottomley,  who  again  and  again 
failed  to  substantiate  his  random  assertions  by 
means  of  the  '  proof '  which  was  inexorably  de- 
manded by  the  Liberal  champion.  Mr.  Howes 
pinned  Mr.  Bottomley  just  as  he  did  Mr.  Byron 
Reed,  and  the  result  was  that  the  '  busy  B ' 
didn't  gather  the  quantity  of  political  honey  he 
doubtless  anticipated.  The  '  comrades  in  (politi- 
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cal)  arms  '  of  '  H.H.W.'  never  had  such  a  raking; 
as  they  experienced  on  the  two  occasions  in  which 
they  have  met  Mr.  Howes.  Won't  a  wail  go  up 
in  the  Tory  organ  on  Friday  ! 

"  That  Bottomley  should  have  been  beaten  at 
Littleborough  was  hardly  expected  in  our  local 
Conservative  circles.  It  was  thought,  and  more 
especially  by  Demosthenes,  jun.,  that  failure  was. 
impossible,  as  he  had  been  specially  to  Oldham 
to  coach  up  the  '  Little  Busy  B.'  Now,  as  this 
gentleman  asserted,  a  week  or  two  since,  that  if 
he  had  only  space  in  a  newspaper  he  could  smash 
Mr.  Howes  to  atoms,  there  was  nothing  more 
natural  than  that  he  should  fancy  Mr.  Bottomley, 
when  drilled,  disciplined,  and  perfected  by  him^ 
should  produce  a  like  calamitous  effect.  Poor 
Mr.  Bottomley,  he  found  himself  floundering  in  a 
ditch,  which  to  him  was  bottomless.  Poor  Mr. 
H.  H.  W.,  it  was  amusing  to  see  him  running 
about  Blackpool  last  Saturday  with  the  Rochdale 
Times,  declaring  that  '  he  didn't  think  either  side 
had  won.'  Happy  innocent ;  the  people  on  the 
spot  had  not  any  doubt,  nor  for  that  matter,  had 
the  Editor  of  the  Rochdale  Times  (Tory).  Had 
Mr.  Bottomley  distinguished  himself  and  vindi- 
cated Toryism,  he  would  have  used  his  columns 
for  indulging  in  one  modest  crow,  at  least.  Mr 
Howes,  having  polished  off  Mr.  Reed  and  -Mr. 
Bottomley,  what  remains,  but  that  H.  H.  W. 
should  polish  off  Mr.  Howes  ?  To  see  that  spec- 
tacle the  Winter  Gardens  would  hardly  afford 
sufficient  space  for  the  eager  crowds." 

— Blackpool  Times,  June  2Qth,  1883. 

Mr.  Wainwright,  referred  to  above  as  "  Demos- 
thenes, jun.,"  and  H.  H.  W.,  was  by  this  time 
President    of    the    Blackpool    Tory    Association. 
This   gentleman,   although   always   professing   to- 
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"  coach  "  others,  never  had  the  courage  to  enter 
into  the  arena  himself.  He  preferred  to  view  the 
battle  from  a  distance. 

My  great  difficulty  in  public  debate  was  to  get 
my  opponents  to  produce  proof  for  the  extra- 
ordinary statements  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
making.  They  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  only 
necessary  to  make  an  assertion,  no  matter  how 
wild  or  untruthful,  and  the  public  would  accept 
it ;  but  the  Tories  always  expected  proof  from 
their  opponents.  Mr.  Bottomley,  in  a  letter 
written  to  the  Manchester  Courier  of  May  25th, 
1883,  said  : — 

"  I  would  on  no  account  condescend  to  meet  Mr. 
Howes  as  Mr.  Howes  ;  but  as  the  recommended 
representative  of  a  Liberal  Association  he  must, 
and  shall,  be  met.  On  his  own  platforms  he  may, 
and  does,  make  some  remarkable  statements,  but 
in  a  set  debate,  he  will  be  expected  to  give  chapter 
and  verse,  and  when  he  quotes  from  letters  his 
opponent  will  have  an  opportunity  of  demanding 
that  the  papers  quoted  from  shall  be  placed  on 
the  table  for  inspection." 

This  is  the  gentleman  whom  the  "press" 
declared  to  be  a  failure  in  debate,  and  who  was 
quite  unable  to  produce  proof  of  any  of  his  leading 
statements. 

The  Rochdale  Observer  said  : — 

"  There  can  be  no  two  opinions  amongst  those 
who  listened  to  the  interesting  two  nights' 
political  discussion  at  Littleborough,  that  Mr. 
Howes  is  a  far  better  debater  than  his  opponent, 
Mr.  Bottomley.  He  had  his  facts  and  figures  at 
command,  was  well  versed  in  all  matters  bearing 
upon  the  subject  discussed,  and  his  arguments 
were  perfectly  logical ;  he  is  fluent  in  utterance, 
and  his  earnestness  is  unquestionable.  He  evi- 
dently speaks  what  he  feels.  He  would  discuss 
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no*  statements  which  were  not  founded  upon 
genuine  documentary  evidence,  and  were  merely 
second-hand,  and  he  kept  his  issues  clearly  before 
the  audience,  notwithstanding  the  discursive  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Bottomley.  While  his  opponent 
was  speaking  he  took  no  notes,  yet  he  could  remem- 
ber and  reproduce  every  salient  point  of  the 
speech.  On  the  other  hand  Mr.  Bottomley  took 
copious  notes.  Not  only  was  there  a  marked  con- 
trast in  style  and  delivery,  but  Mr.  Howes  cer- 
tainly proved  himself  much  more  a  gentleman 
than  his  opponent.  He  did  not  use  a  single 
offensive  word,  but  his  opponent  keenly  felt  his 
sarcasm  when  his  '  preparation  '  for  the  event  was 
now  and  then  referred  to.  On  the  other  hand, 
Mr.  Bottomley  characterised  his  opponent's  re- 
marks as  '  clap-trap  and  rigmarole,'  and  speaking 
of  Mr.  Gladstone  having  been  once  on  the  point 
of  resigning,  he  made  the  extremely  vulgar  re- 
mark that  the  Premier  began  '  chopping  trees 
and  studying  theology  to  prepare  himself  for 
a  better  world.'  His  supporters,  too,  showed 
their  bad  taste,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  when  they, 
over  and  over  again,  raised  shouts  of  derisive 
laughter  when  Mr.  Howes  was  describing  the 
terrible  results  of  the  wholesale  evictions  which 
have  too  frequently  taken  place  in  Ireland." 

"  THE  POLITICAL  DEBATE  AT 

LlTTLEBOROUGH. 

"  The  long-looked-for  debate  between  Mr.  Howes 
and  our  friend  the  '  buzzing  bee '  has  come  off, 
but  neither  in  Oldham  nor  any  immediately  ad- 
jacent parts.  No ;  the  sturdy  combatants  took 
off  their  coats  in  the  village  of  Littleborough,  and 
talked  to  each  other  for  two  nights  in  succession. 
We  have  not  heard  of  any  suicides  as  the  result, 
although  Hollingworth  Lake  is  conveniently  near. 
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Mr.  Bottomley  was  himself  all  over,  but  that  is 
not  saying  much,  as  we  ought  to  say  he  was  fully 
two  inches  and  a  half  more  than  himself,  elevated 
by  the  importance  of  the  occasion.  He  felt  it 
his  duty,  of  course,  to  rise  to  points  of  order  and 
points  of  explanation.  He  always  was  an  early 
riser  in  these  important  respects,  but  he  never 
gained  much  by  it.  Nor  did  he  gain  much  at 
Littleborough.  The  audience  was  fairly  divided 
between  Tories  and  Liberals — divided  as  well  as 
practicable,  by  keeping  one  party  on  the  right 
side  and  the  other  on  the  left ;  and  both  speakers 
were  almost  equally  applauded  at  the  outset. 
But  that  did  not  last  long,  the  '  Bee '  has  a  habit 
of  using  his  sting  in  a  promiscuous  and  waspish 
sort  of  way,  and  he  doesn't  much  care  who  feels 
it.  The  audience  at  the  close  turned  against  him, 
and  he  turned  against  them.  In  a  moment  of 
thoughtlessness,  it  must  have  been,  that  he  told 
his  hearers  to  '  put  a  clapper  on  their  mouths.' 
Had  they  taken  his  advice  and  put  clappers  on, 
there  would  have  been  a  famous  bell-ringing 
contest,  for  they  seemed  determined  to  corner 
him,  and  make  him  supply  Mr.  Howes  with  the 
authorities  for  some  of  the  statements  he  had 
made.  There  is  a  Liberal  Club  in  Littleborough, 
and  we  think  the  members  ought  to  be  grateful 
to  us  in  Oldham  for  rearing  such  a  prodigy  as  the 
'  Bee,'  so  admirably  adapted  to  show  off  Toryism 
in  its  naked  stupidity  and  venomousness.  '  Lord 
Random  and  the  Bartlett '  may  sometimes  forget 
they  are  gentlemen,  but  some  people  seem  unable 
to  imagine  what  a  gentleman  is.  We  can  afford  to 
smile  when  a  person,  mistaking  impudence  for 
wit,  sneers  at  the  '  Grand  Old  Man/  for  in  after- 
times,  when  the  buzzing  bees  for  to-day  have 
ended  their  ephemeral  career  and  are  forgotten, 
green  and  cherished  as  a  national  inheritance 
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will    still    be    the    memory    of    that    old    man 
eloquent." 

— Oldham  Chronicle,  June  3Oth,  1883. 

Shortly  after  this  debate  Mr.  B.  Reed  was 
lecturing  in  Cumberland  on  the  Church  Question, 
and  being  heckled  at  one  of  his  meetings,  he  sent 
a  letter  to  the  local  newspaper  challenging  some- 
one to  debate  this  question  with  him,  whereupon 
the  Liberation  Society  took  the  matter  up  as 
follows  : — 

"  '  CHURCH    AND    STATE.' — MR.    BYRON    REED'S 
CHALLENGE  ACCEPTED. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Cumberland  Times. 

"  Sir, — The  challenge  of  Mr.  Byron  Reed  in 
your  issue  of  the  I5th  inst.,  has  been  under  con- 
sideration, and  I  beg  to  inform  your  readers  that 
my  committee  will  accept  it  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Howes,  on  the  topic :  '  That  the  Dis- 
establishment and  Disendowment  of  the  Protestant 
State  Church  would  be  religiously  inexpedient, 
morally  unjust,  and  politically  wrong.'  I  have 
inserted  the  reference  to  the  Protestant  Estab- 
lishment with  Mr.  Howes'  sanction,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  possible  side  issue  being  raised.  The 
Liberal  Association  at  Whitehaven  will  take  the 
debate  under  their  sanction,  and  names  Mr.  E. 
Atter,  Mr.  W.  Burnyeat,  jun.,  and  Mr.  W. 
McGowan,  as  their  half  of  a  joint  committee  for 
arrangements.  Perhaps  Mr.  Reed  will  communi- 
cate to  Mr.  Edward  Atter,  Lowther  Street,  White- 
haven,  the  name  of  the  Association  who  adopts 
him,  and  the  names  of  three  gentlemen  willing  to 
act  for  him  on  the  sub-committee. — I  am,  sir, 
yours  faithfully,  a  j  ;  ALEXANDER. 

"  Liberation  Society,  "  Sept.  28th,  1883. 

"St.  James'  Square,  Manchester."       ?  . 
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I  was  now  about  to  pass  through  a  very  pleasant 
experience,  the  first  of  its  kind  that  had  happened 
during  my  busy  life.  I  was  invited  to  visit  New- 
port again  for  one  address.  I  thought  this  very 
strange,  as  I  generally  spent  a  week  there,  but  as 
I  had  so  many  friends  among  the  working  men 
in  that  town,  I  consented  to  go.  I  had  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  what  was  going  to  happen.  I 
was  met  at  the  station  by  some  enthusiastic 
friends,  and  I  soon  learnt  that  a  presentation  was 
to  be  made  that  night.  The  largest  hall  in  the 
town  had  been  engaged,  and  it  was  evident  we 
were  in  for  a  big  meeting.  The  story  of  the  pro- 
ceedings I  will  now  leave  the  press  to  tell. 

The  South  Wales  Daily  News  commenced  their 
report  of  the  proceedings  as  follows  : — 

"  LIBERAL  MEETING  AT  NEWPORT — 
PRESENTATION  TO  MR.  JOSEPH  HOWES. 

"  Last  night  a  largely  attended  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Albert  Hall,  when  an  address  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  the  well-known 
Liberal  Lecturer,  followed  by  a  presentation  made 
to  him,  subscribed  by  the  working  men  of  New- 
port." [After  describing  the  enthusiastic  nature  of 
the  meeting,  and  giving  the  chairman's  opening 
remarks,  and  my  lecture,  the  report  proceeds.] 

"  The  chairman  here  stated  that  a  very  pleasant 
portion  of  the  proceedings  had  yet  to  come,  as 
the  working  men  were  going  to  make  a  presenta- 
tion to  Mr.  Howes.  (Applause.)  Some  of  their 
Conservative  friends  were  very  anxious  to  know 
whether  Mr.  Carbutt,  M.P.,  had  been  a  subscriber, 
and  for  their  satisfaction  he  (the  chairman)  might 
state  that  it  had  not  been  thought  fit  to  apply  to 
Mr.  Carbutt.  This  was  purely  a  working  men's 
testimonial,  and  he  would  call  on  a  bona-fide 
working  man  (Mr.  Stevens)  to  make  the  presen- 
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tation.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Stevens  remarked  that 
on  a  recent  occasion  Mr.  Howes,  when  relating  the 
circumstances  of  his  first  visit  to  Newport,  said, 
'  I  came  among  you  a  stranger,  and  you  took 
me  in/  Well,  Mr.  Howes  was  no  longer  a  stranger, 
and  he  had  certainly  not  taken  them  in — (laughter 
and  applause) — and  having  carefully  considered 
the  great  and  useful  services  he  had  rendered  to 
the  cause  of  Liberalism,  the  working  men  thought 
that  some  practical  means  should  be  taken  to 
show  him  how  they  appreciated  his  work.  ('  Hear, 
hear/)  A  committee  consisting  of  twelve  members 
was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  sub- 
scriptions, and  he  (the  speaker)  was  happy  to  say 
that  the  affair  was  carried  on  in  a  way  which 
had  exceeded  even  their  expectations,  for  the  magic 
name  of  Howes  proved  an  '  open  sesame/  He 
had  now  the  pleasure  of  handing  to  Mr.  Howes  a 
plain  gold  watch  and  guard,  but  the  plainness 
would  not,  he  was  sure,  detract  from  Mr.  Howes' 
estimation  of  them,  for  he  (Mr.  Stevens)  had 
heard  some  ladies  say  that  of  all  the  presents  they 
had  ever  received,  a  plain  gold  gift  was  the  most 
precious  of  all.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  The 
chairman  next  called  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
committee  (Mr.  F.  W.  Taylor)  to  present  a  purse 
containing  the  balance  of  the  subscriptions.  Mr. 
Taylor  observed  that  he  had  never  responded 
with  greater  pleasure  to  the  call  of  a  chairman 
than  he  did  on  that  occasion.  The  presentation 
was,  as  had  been  already  said,  a  bona-fide  working 
men's  presentation.  The  sum  total  collected — 
about  £40 — was  made  up  of  subscriptions  under 
half-a-crown,  the  number  of  subscribers  being 
considerably  over  500.  It  had  not  been  thought 
desirable  to  apply  to  those  who  might  be  termed 
the  big  guns  of  the  party.  By  his  powerful  ad- 
vocacy, Mr.  Howes  did  much  to  bring  about  the 
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change  in  the  representation  of  the  borough  in 
1880,  and  he  was  therefore  considered  to  be  en- 
titled to  some  substantial  appreciation  of  his 
services,  and  in  its  choice  of  the  article  to  be  pre- 
sented, the  committee  had  endeavoured  to  select 
what  would  be  most  suitable  and  serviceable. 
Party  had  not  been  studied,  that  meeting  was 
held  entirely  apart  from  the  Liberal  Association. 
The  secretaries  were  there  that  night  as  visitors, 
and  in  no  other  capacity.  Mr.  Howes,  who  on 
rising,  was  enthusiastically  received,  said  if  he 
had  an  opponent  on  the  platform  he  might  feel 
at  home,  but  his  present  position  was  certainly 
the  most  difficult  he  had  ever  been  placed  in,  for 
he  could  not  sufficiently  thank  the  friends  who 
had  acted  so  kindly  towards  him.  With  regard 
to  the  watch,  he  had  never  set  up  one,  and  he 
hoped  he  would  not  feel  too  vain  when  he  put 
this  one  on.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  He  knew 
that  they  had  heaped  upon  him  honour  which  he 
had  not  earned — (c  No,  no ') — and  he  only  hoped  he 
might  be  able  to  render  the  services  they  deserved 
for  the  magnificent  gift  and  reception  given  him 
that  night.  (Applause.)  He  would  never  look 
upon  the  watch  without  thinking  of  Newport,  of 
the  happy  meetings  he  had  taken  part  in  there, 
and  of  the  kind  audiences  who  had  afforded  him 
so  much  indulgence,  and  so  appreciated  the 
humble  services  he  had  been  able  to  place  at  their 
disposal.  (Loud  applause.)  " 

Commenting  on  the  proceedings  the  same  paper 
said  : — 

"  Mr.  Howes  has  been  calumniated  and  abused 
by  a  few  cantankerous  individuals  as  very  few 
have  been,  and  this  is  more  extraordinary  when 
we  consider  that  the  statements  have  been  made 
when  there  was  no  important  question  to  cause 
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party  feeling  to  exist  among  the  burgesses. 
Statements  of  a  character  that  very  few  would 
care  to  notice,  much  less  attempt  to  foist  upon  the 
public,  but  those  who  appreciate  the  addresses 
of  Mr.  Howes — and  they  are  many — some  being 
amongst  those  who  may  be  ranked  as  moderate 
Conservatives,  have  taken  little  notice  of  the 
remarks  ;  while  to  show  their  estimate  of  his 
character  the  working  men  of  Newport  subscribed 
for  him  a  testimonial — not  one  certainly  of  large 
dimensions — but  it  was  of  a  character  that  Mr. 
Howes  cannot  but  feel  proud  of." 

The  Blackpool  Times  said  : — 

"  We  can  quite  understand  that  Mr.  Howes 
himself,  having  belonged  to  the  labouring  classes, 
will  very  highly  appreciate  the  gift  of  the  Newport 
working  men,  in  fact,  it  will  be  considerably  more 
value  to  him  than  would  a  more  expensive  pre- 
sentation coming  from  the  class  who  '  toil  not, 
neither  do  they  spin.'  On  the  other  hand,  the 
act  is  creditable  to  the  donors,  and  shows  them 
not  only  to  be  possessed  of  a  generous  heart,  but 
of  an  intelligence  which  has  led  them  to  recognise 
which  political  party  it  is  that  has  advocated  and 
passed  such  measures  as  have  led  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  lot  of  the  working  classes,  and  which, 
in  the  future,  is  prepared  to  work  on  the  same 
lines." 

It  is  said  that  there  is  no  gratitude  in  politics, 
and  to  a  great  extent  that  is  true  ;  but  from  the 
working  classes  I  have  always  experienced  the 
greatest  kindness,  and  such  an  incident  as  that 
at  Newport  is  a  pleasing  set  off  against  the  coarse 
abuse  received  from  the  Tories.  In  October  I 
again  met  Mr.  Bottomley  for  a  two  nights'  debate 
at  Oldham,  on  the  same  subject  as  before. 
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This  was  the  only  time  I  have  ever  had  to  find 
fault  with  the  conduct  of  the  audience  at  a  set 
debate.  On  this  occasion,  the  Tory  portion  of  the 
meeting  was  very  savage.  Of  course,  I  knew  the 
Tories  had  no  great  affection  for  me.  Smarting 
under  the  knowledge  of  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Bottomley 
at  Littleborough,  the  Tories  seemed  determined 
to  prevent  me  from  being  heard,  if  possible. 

The  Oldham  Chronicle  said  : — 

"  The  two  nights'  debate  which  took  place  in 
Rock  Street  School  last  week  is  not  likely  to  effect 
much  good.  Most  of  those  who  listened  to  rt  had 
gone  with  their  minds  made  up,  and  were  little 
inclined  to  sympathise  with  an  opponent's  style 
of  argument.  Mr.  Bottomley  delighted  his  friends, 
and  Mr.  Howes  more  than  confirmed  the  good 
opinion  formed  of  his  debating  ability  and  speaking 
powers.  Mr.  Bottomley  had  a  bad  case  in  hand, 
and  a  less  careful  speaker  than  Mr.  Howes  might 
have  upset  him ;  but  because  Mr.  Howes  had  a 
strong  case  of  his  own,  and  because  his  opponent 
was  burdened  with  weakness,  it  does  not  follow 
that  the  former  did  not  exhibit  debating  powers 
of  a  high  order.  Then,  Mr.  Howes  is  one  of  the 
fairest,  the  most  urbane  and  gentlemanly  dispu- 
tants that  could  be  found  ;  not  in  the  whole  course 
of  the  debate  did  he  attempt  to  take  an  undue 
advantage  of  his  opponent.  His  temper,  too, 
under  the  most  trying  circumstances — for  on  the 
second  night  he  had  a  fierce  opposition  to  fight 
against — was  never  ruffled,  no,  not  even  when  Mr. 
Bottomley  charged  him  with  sneering — which  he 
certainly  never  did — at  Tory  Churchmen,  did  he 
exhibit  the  least  anger  or  resentment,  whilst  Mr. 
Bottomley  tartly  declared  that  he  would  not  pro- 
ceed unless  he  obtained  quiet.  No  such  words  of 
impatience  escaped  the  lips  of  Mr.  Howes.  When 
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the  storm  was  at  its  loudest,  and  the  hurricane  of 
derision  was  fiercest,  he  struggled  manfully  on, 
his  voice  not  heard  beyond  the  reporters'  table 
until  the  mocking  crew  became  silent,  and  were 
feign  to  listen.  As  we  have  said,  the  debate  will 
not  make  much  impression,  but  it  was  a  contest 
to  which,  in  a  calmer  atmosphere,  one  would  have 
listened  with  pleasure,  interest,  and  instruction." 

Oldham  has  a  rather  noisy  reputation.  These 
meetings  were  certainly  not  tame.  There  was 
little  fear  of  anyone  going  to  sleep  at  them.  I 
once  heard  of  a  man  who  went  to  his  next-door 
neighbour's  house  early  one  morning  in  a  state 
of  alarm  to  inquire  if  he  and  his  family  were  well. 
On  being  told  that  they  were,  he  exclaimed,  in  a 
tone  of  intense  relief,  "I'm  glad  to  hear  it ;  I 
feared  ye  were  all  dead,  for  I  couldn't  hear  any 
of  ye  fightin'  last  night." 

Anyone  passing  the  building  during  the  debate 
would  have  found  evident  signs  of  life  within. 
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MR.  BYRON  REED'S  NEW  TACTICS — THE  CONDITION 
OF  THE  DORSET  LABOURERS — DEBATE   WITH 
,MR.  PETTIFER  AT  WIMBORNE. 

IN  December  of  1883  I  was  m  Wales,  lecturing 
on  Disestablishment.  The  Penrith  Herald  pub- 
lished the  following  : — 

"  Many  of  your  Penrith  readers  were  no  doubt 
very  much  pleased  with  the  lecture  given  by  Mr. 
Howes,  in  the  Exchange  Hall,  on  Thursday 
evening.  The  lecturer's  argument  in  favour  of 
Disestablishment  was  telling  and  convincing,  but, 
after  all,  they  were  only  arguments  ;  and  if  I 
might  be  allowed  to  give  him  a  little  advice,  I 
would  tell  him  not  to  waste  his  breath.  Had  he 
been  with  me  not  many  weeks  ago,  in  a  village 
not  a  hundred  miles  from  Penrith,  I  could  have 
pointed  him  to  something  very  much  more  power- 
ful and  effective  than  arguments.  Going  about 
the  village  were  the  Vicar  and  the  Squire's  sister, 
and  they  appeared  to  be  calling  at  the  houses  of 
all  the  labouring  tenantry  of  the  Squire.  What 
was  their  errand  ?  Well,  to  tell  a  secret,  they  were 
ordering  the  poor  people  to  avoid  a  little  Wesleyan 
chapel,  which,  in  its  humble  way,  had  been  trying 
to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  parting  injunction 
of  our  Lord  to  His  Apostles.  Let  Mr.  Howes 
with  his  arguments,  sing  very  small  indeed  in  the 
presence  of  '  Orders.' ' 

I  know  how  general  is  the  conduct  of  the  Church 
party  in  such  instances  as  the  writer  refers  to 
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above.  In  the  district  in  which  I  am  now  re- 
siding, there  is  a  curate,  who  walks  about  the 
streets  in  long  priestly  robes,  very  much  like 
skirts  worn  by  females. 

One  day  this  curate  entered  the  house  of  a 
Nonconformist  friend  of  mine,  and  enquired 
which  Sunday  School  the  children  attended.  The 
mother  told  him  that  her  children  went  to  the 
Wesleyan  School,  close  at  hand.  "  Surely,"  said 
this  '  Christian '  minister,  "  you  don't  send  your 
children  to  that  Godless  hovel !  " 

How  long,  I  wonder,  will  the  people  tolerate 
the  arrogance  of  some  of  the  State  Church  clergy  ? 

From  Wales  I  went  to  Cumberland  again,  and 
at  Whitehaven  I  once  more  found  Mr.  B.  Reed. 
He,  evidently  not  desiring  another  set  debate,  under 
properly  arranged  conditions,  determined  to  try 
other  tactics.  He  came  to  my  meeting  to  question 
me.  I  made  my  address  as  short  as  possible,  and 
the  questioning  process  went  on  until  Mr.  Reed 
said,  he  "  thought  it  was  time  to  conclude."  The 
Whitehaven  Free  Press  gave  a  full  report  of  the 
proceedings,  and  my  friends  had  a  large  number 
of  the  sheets  printed  for  distribution.  Mr.  Reed 
replied  to  me  in  the  same  hall,  the  night  after, 
but  as  I  was  announced  to  lecture  at  another 
place  I  could  not  be  with  him. 

The  Whitehaven  Free  Press  said  : — 

"  Mr.  Byron  Reed,  the  notorious  defender  of 
the  Church,  as  by  law  established,  in  common 
with  Mr.  R.  W.  Moore,  and  one  or  two  of  the 
lesser  lights  of  local  Conservatism,  prepared  a  nice 
little  surprise  for  the  meeting  at  the  Oddfellows' 
Hall  on  Tuesday  evening.  After  the  Whitehaven 
Conservative  Association  declined  to  be  a  party 
to  a  discussion  between  Mr.  Howes  and  Mr.  Reed, 
the  advent  of  the  latter  gentleman  at  Mr.  Howes' 
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lecture  was  unexpected,  save  by  the  limited  few 
in  the  secret.  However,  Mr.  Howes  is  too  old  a 
soldier  to  be  caught  napping,  even  by  the  pug- 
nacious Byron  ;  he  keeps  his  powder  dry,  whether 
the  Church  Defence  man  comes  on  with  a  flourish 
of  trumpets  or  steals  into  the  camp  on  tip-toe. 
Mr.  Reed  made  no  point  of  the  slightest  conse- 
quence in  the  '  heckling '  he  gave  Mr.  Howes  ; 
but,  of  course,  he  had  things  all  his  own  way 
the  following  evening,  when  Mr.  Howes  was  un- 
able to  attend,  having,  in  ignorance  of  Mr.  Reed's 
programme,  arranged  to  lecture  at  Parton." 

I  finished  this  year's  work  in  Kent,  and  before 
I  left  that  county  I  published  the  following 
letter  :— 

"  A  CHALLENGE. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the   Chatham  and  Rochester 

Observer. 

"  Sir, — I  have  had  my  attention  called  to  a 
letter  in  your  Journal,  signed  '  A  Young  Tory/ 
It  is  my  rule  not  to  notice  anonymous  letters  ; 
I  should  not  break  through  my  custom  on  this 
occasion,  but  the  letter  in  question  contains  the 
substance  of  another,  written  by  J.  H.  Bottomley, 
of  Oldham.  Mr.  Bottomley  says,  referring  to 
myself,  '  if  he  is  still  of  opinion  that  his  case  is 
the  best  and  is  prepared  to  again  champion  the 
faith  he  is  paid  to  sustain,  I  am  at  all  times  willing 
to  place  myself  at  the  disposal  of  any  Conserva- 
tive Association  in  any  part  of  the  country,  in 
order  that  he  may  be  obliged  to  meet,  for  the 
purpose  of  debate,  with  a  representative  of  our 
Party.' 

"  Now,  this  is  not  '  Japhat  in  search  of  a  father/ 
but  Mr.  J.  H.  Bottomley  in  search  of  a  situation  ; 
and  I  certainly  think  that  the  '  Conservative 
Associations  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
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would  be  hard-hearted  indeed,  were  they  to  refuse 
or  overlook  this  pathetic  appeal.  I  cannot  offer 
my  services  to  Liberal  Associations  in  a  similar 
manner,  as  my  engagements  are  too  numerous ; 
but  being  at  all  times  willing  to  do  all  I  can  for 
a  political  opponent  in  distress,  I  will  make  this 
offer  :  If  the  New  Brompton  Conservative  Asso- 
ciation will  accept  Mr.  Bottomley's  services,  and 
will  appoint  him  as  its  representative  in  debate, 
I  will  place  my  first  vacant  dates  at  its  disposal, 
for  the  purpose  of  debating  any  question  that 
will  give  each  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
Liberalism  with  Toryism.  All  communications  on 
my  behalf  to  be  made  through  the  Secretary  of 
the  New  Brompton  Liberal  Association. 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  JOSEPH  HOWES." 

The  New  Brompton  Conservatives  did  not 
require  Mr.  Bottomley's  services,  therefore  this 
debate  did  not  take  place. 

1884.  Continuing  the  Disestablishment  cam- 
paign, I  commenced  this  year's  work  at  Middleton 
Junction,  near  Manchester.  The  Rev.  D.  Rhodes, 
the  local  vicar,  was  present.  He  accused  me  with 
being  a  "  Communist "  and  an  "  Atheist,"  and 
he  said :  "At  Middleton  Junction  we  desire 
peace,  and  the  Working  Men's  Liberal  Association 
had  no  right  to  try  to  stir  up  hatred  against 
their  Church.  Let  the  lecturer  tell  me  how  much 
he  has  paid  in  tithe,  and  I  will  refund  him  the 
money."  I  tried  my  best  to  calm  this  excitable 
vicar,  hoping  to  get  a  few  sensible  questions  from 
him,  but  it  was  all  to  no  purpose,  and  we  had  to 
let  him  go  on  his  own  sweet  way. 

I  think,  perhaps,  the  following  anecdote,  which 
I  told  the  meeting,  caused  the  worthy  vicar  much 
uneasiness.  A  farmer's  wife  in  Lincolnshire — 

102 


I  RETURN  TO  THE  MONMOUTH  BOROUGHS. 

where  the  tithing  system  was  very  general  in 
the  days  when  tithes  were  taken  in  kind — re- 
ceived her  tenth  child.  She  took  it  to  the  vicar, 
who  said,  "  Whose  child  is  this  ?  "  She  replied, 
"  Yours,  sir."  This  shocked  the  vicar  very  much  ; 
but  the  good  woman  hastened  to  explain,  saying, 
"  I  have  been  taught  to  believe  that  the  tenth 
of  all  my  possessions  belongs  to  the  Church.  I 
have,  fortunately  or  unfortunately,  been  blessed 
with  ten  children,  and  I  have  brought  you  the 
tithe."  The  parson  would  not  have  it.  If  it 
had  been  a  sheep  he  would  have  taken  it ;  so  you 
see  how  much  more  important  a  sheep  was  than 
a  human  being  in  the  "  good  old  days." 

Once  more  I  returned  to  the  Monmouth 
Boroughs,  and  commenced  a  series  of  addresses, 
one  of  which  was  given  in  the  ancient  Tory  town 
of  Monmouth.  After  my  speech,  a  vote  of  confi- 
dence was  carried  in  the  Liberal  Government. 
This  was  considered  very  extraordinary.  The 
South  Wales  Telegram  said  : — 

"  A  few  years  ago,  the  fact  of  carrying  a  vote 
of  confidence,  in  any  Liberal  Government  in  the 
then  essentially  Tory  Borough  of  Monmouth, 
would  have  been  considered  worthy  of  being 
recorded  in  the  archives  of  Liberalism.  Notwith- 
standing, however,  the  efforts  of  such  men  as 
compose  the  fourth  party  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  their  imitators,  insignificant  as  they 
are,  to  damage  the  prestige  of  the  Government 
and  country,  by  making  vague  assertions — not- 
withstanding the  rumours  and  counter  rumours, 
it  is  a  matter  of  extreme  pleasure  to  record  the 
fact  that  Liberalism  is  making  such  vast  strides 
in  the  Borough  of  Monmouth,  as  evidenced  by 
the  carrying  of  a  vote  of  confidence  in  the  present 
Government,  this  week,  and  this  in  the  teeth  of 
the  organised  opposition  of  the  Monmouth  Tories, 
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assisted  by  a  few  individuals  from  other  places. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  majority  of  the 
meeting  was  in  favour  of  the  Liberal  Party,  from 
the  circumstance  put  forward  by  the  Tory  speaker, 
introduced  from  a  neighbouring  town,  who  main- 
tained that  the  chairman,  who  is  respected  by 
Liberals  and  Tories  alike  for  his  conscientious 
views  and  the  manner  in  which  he  carries  them 
through,  would,  as  chairman,  and  occupying  an 
independent  position,  act  impartially.  Thus,  even 
Monmouth  seems  at  last  to  be  turning  to  the 
creed  of  progress  and  reform.  The  Liberals  of 
that  ancient  Borough  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  effort  put  forth,  and  it  is  hoped  that  before 
long  Mr.  Howes  will  deliver  another  address  there."" 

From  Monmouth  I  journeyed  to  Dorsetshire,, 
and  commenced  a  series  of  "  County  Franchise  " 
meetings,  amongst  the  most  badly-paid  labourers 
in  England.  During  this  tour,  I  sent  the  following 
letter  to  the  National  Reform  Union,  and  the 
Secretary,  Mr.  A.  G.  Symonds,  sent  it  to  the 
press  :— 

"  POLITICAL  EDUCATION  OF  THE  AGRICULTURAL 
LABOURERS. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Manchester  Examiner  and 

Times. 

"  Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  find  space 
for  the  subjoined  letter,  which  I  have  received 
from  one  of  our  staff  of  lecturers,  who  has  latterly 
been  giving  a  series  of  addresses  in  Dorsetshire. 
The  information  contained  in  this  letter  will,  I 
hope,  prove  the  necessity  of  the  work  that  has  to 
be  done,  and  induce  many  of  your  readers  to  help 
the  Union  to  do  it. 

"  I  am,  yours,  etc., 

"  ARTHUR  G.  SYMONDS,  Sec.'* 
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"  Sir, — The  week  I  have  just  spent  with  the 
labourers  of  Dorsetshire  has  left  impressions  on 
my  mind  which  will  not  be  easily  effaced.  The 
county  itself  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  Eng- 
land, the  scenery  is  charming,  the  soil,  generally 
speaking,  good,  and  the  climate  of  course,  is  much 
better  than  we  experience  in  the  north  ;  yet, 
despite  all  these  advantages,  the  labourers  are  in 
the  most  abject  and  deplorable  state  of  poverty > 
their  average  wage  being  eleven  shillings  per  week, 
and  this,  in  most  cases,  without  any  perquisites 
whatever.  Each  night  during  my  visit  I  addressed 
large  numbers  of  the  labouring  men  on  the  question 
of  '  County  Franchise,'  and  in  the  daytime  I 
visited  their  homes,  and  made  enquiries  concerning 
their  condition  and  the  state  of  the  country.  I 
cannot  describe  to  you  the  miserable  condition  of 
the  homes  I  saw,  or  the  melancholy  description 
of  their  state  that  I  received  from  the  labourers 
themselves.  In  one  house  I  found  three  children, 
and  the  mother  and  father ;  the  total  income 
was  eleven  shillings  per  week.  By  the  fireplace 
sat  a  young  woman  about  25  years  of  age,  totally 
bereft  of  reason.  She  had  had  a  stroke  some 
time  ago  which  left  her  in  that  condition.  There 
she  sat,  quite  unconscious  of  what  was  going  on 
around  her,  moaning  to  herself,  wringing  her  hands, 
and  rocking  her  body  to  and  fro.  The  house 
contained  two  apartments,  in  which  six  people 
had  to  live  and  sleep.  The  wife  told  me  that  she 
never  had  more  than  eight  shillings  a  week  to 
buy  food,  after  she  had  paid  the  rent  and  bought 
fuel..  I  said,  '  I  notice  you  have  a  great  man)' 
sheep  on  the  farms  here.  I  should  think  you  get 
plenty  of  mutton,  don't  you  ?  '  '  Mutton  ?  '  said 
the  woman.  '  Why,  sir,  we  never  see  any  in  the 
house.  The  last  farmer  my  husband  worked  for 
used  to  kill  a  sheep  once  a  year  for  his  men,  but 
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this  one  does  not,  therefore  we  do  not  get  any/ 
Many  other  conversations  I  had  with  the  labourers 
and  their  wives  that  space  will  not  allow  me  to 
repeat  here.  The  county  is  literally  overrun  with 
game,  and  as  a  consequence,  the  land  is  poorly 
cultivated.  I  came  across  one  farm  of  1,500  acres 
employing  only  six  men. 

"  And  now  a  few  words  about  the  political 
condition  of  the  place  and  people.  Everywhere 
I  found  the  labourers  eagerly  looking  forward  to 
the  time  when  they  will  have  the  franchise.  The 
Agricultural  Labourers'  Union  did  some  good 
work  in  this  district,  but  its  funds  were  not 
available  for  political  work.  There  is  no  Liberal 
organisation  that  I  could  discover  in  the  county, 
which  seems  to  be  Tory-ridden  from  end  to  end. 
Tory  landlords,  Tory  farmers,  and  labourers 
longing  for  the  time  when  they  can  emancipate 
themselves  from  Tory  rule. 

"  The  National  Reform  Union  has  done  good 
work  in  helping  these  poor  men  to  a  little  political 
information,  for  which  they  expressed  their  grati- 
tude at  every  meeting  I  addressed.  Night  after 
night  they  came  requesting  that  I  would  visit 
other  places  in  the  county.  It  was  impossible  to 
accede  to  all  their  requests.  In  one  week  I  could 
not  visit  a  tithe  of  the  villages  which  required 
visiting. 

"  The  Tories  tell  us  the  agricultural  labourers 
are  too  ignorant  to  have  the  vote,  but  it  is  certain 
that  one  finds  the  greatest  amount  of  ignorance 
where  there  is  the  greatest  amount  of  Toryism. 
The  labourers  are  quite  willing  to  acquire  political 
information  if  the  opportunity  is  offered  them, 
and  as  they  are  soon  to  have  the  vote,  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  they  should  be  visited 
and  spoken  to  on  political  subjects.  One  question 
invariably  put  to  me  at  the  meetings,  was,  '  Is 
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the  ballot  secret.'  This  convinced  me  that  they 
did  not  intend  to  vote  Tory,  provided  they  felt 
safe  from  the  power  of  the  Tory  authorities. 
This  is  one  question  on  which  they  require  edu- 
cating. Whatever  may  be  said  about  the  ignor- 
ance of  the  labourers,  it  is  certain  that  the  farmers 
are  worse  than  ignorant.  They  are  indifferent. 
They  complain  that  they  cannot  pay  their 
labourers  more  wages,  because  of  the  restrictions 
placed  upon  them  by  their  Tory  landlords,  and 
the  destruction  of  their  crops  by  the  over- 
preservation  of  game  ;  yet  they  take  their  politics 
with  their  rent  audit  dinner,  from  the  lips  of  their 
landlord.  They  vote  Tory  on  all  occasions,  and 
they  are  very  severe  with  their  labourers  if  they 
show  any  likelihood  of  voting  for  the  party  of 
Reform ;  but,  sir,  if  the  farmers  will  not  move, 
the  labourers  will,  if  they  can  only  get  some  assis- 
tance from  the  towns.  I  have  told  the  labourers 
that  I  will  lay  their  case  before  the  committee  of 
the  National  Reform  Union.  The  question  is, 
How  is  this  political  work  to  be  accomplished  ? 
There  are  scores  of  places  that  need  to  be  visited 
before  the  next  election,  and  the  time  is  short. 
The  National  Reform  Union  has  done  much,  but 
there  is  plenty  more  for  it  to  do.  The  counties 
in  the  South  of  England  need  stirring  up  from 
end  to  end,  and  if  the  Liberal  party  want  to  win, 
this  work  must  be  done. 

"  Yours  truly, 
"  May  27th."  "  JOSEPH  HOWES. 

After  the  House  of  Lords  refused  to  pass  the 
Franchise  Bill,  I  attended  a  number  of  demons- 
trations for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against  their 
conduct.  At  Brigg,  in  Lincolnshire,  we  had  a 
great  crowd.  I  take  the  following  from  the 
Lincolnshire  Gazette  : — 
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"  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Tories 
would  view  the  demonstration  of  Friday  night 
with  feelings  of  satisfaction.  The  arrangements 
included  a  torchlight  procession,  and  discredit 
was  sought  to  be  cast  on  the  display  by  the  issue 
of  handbills  bearing  the  names  of  the  Liberal 
secretaries,  inviting  applications  for  the  posts  of 
torch-bearers,  who  would  have  '  torches  at  7d. 
each,  and  beer  free.'  The  placard  was  instantly 
disowned,  but  Tory  trickery  is  boundless,  for  even 
the  disclaimer  was  turned  to  account  by  certain 
ingenious  spirits  on  the  other  side,  who  deliberately 
effaced  the  '  not,'  and  replaced  it  with  '  has/ 
Such  dodges  were  too  transparent  to  deceive 
anyone,  and  only  served  to  show  the  straits  of 
an  unscrupulous  and  beaten  opposition." 

After  the  meeting  there  was  a  torchlight  pro- 
cession round  the  town.  The  friends  assembled 
in  the  market-place,  and  walking  four  deep,  with 
a  torch-bearer  at  each  side,  paraded  the  principal 
streets,  headed  by  a  brass  band,  which  played 
lively  tunes.  A  banner  on  which  appeared  Mr. 
Gladstone's  portrait  was  also  carried,  and  the 
rear  of  the  procession  was  brought  up  by  the  Brigg 
Drum  and  Fife  Band.  About  one  hundred  torches 
were  carried,  and  the  sight  was  as  interesting  as 
it  was  novel.  There  was  a  vast  concourse  to  wit- 
ness, the  procession,  and  nearly  every  window  on 
the  route  was  filled  with  spectators,  who  in  most 
instances,  encouraged  the  proceedings  by  waving 
their  handkerchiefs.  On  returning  to  the  market- 
place loud  cheers  were  given  for  the  Premier,  the 
Queen,  the  speakers  at  the  meeting,  and  others, 
and  the  people  dispersed  in  an  orderly  manner. 

During  this  year  Mr.  Pettifer,  secretary  of  the 
Association  for  the  Protection  of  Native  Indus- 
tries, had  been  lecturing  in  Dorsetshire.  At  Wim- 
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L 

borne  he  was  challenged  to  debate.  He  accepted 
the  challenge.  I  was  asked  to  meet  him,  which 
I  did.  The  meeting  was  a  great  success,  the 
labourers  walking  in  from  the  surrounding  villages. 
The  Wimborne  Guardian  gave  a  full  report  of  the 
debate,  and  also  the  following  criticism  : — 

"  SPECTRAL  ECONOMICS. 

"  The  people  of  Wimborne  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  having  been  the  privileged  hearers  of 
the  debate  which  took  place  at  the  Corn  Ex- 
change on  Saturday.  No  subject  is  of  greater 
importance  than  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  nation. 
As  everyone  knows,  there  are  to-day  two  rival 
parties  :  the  one  in  power,  the  other  in  oppo- 
sition. The  system  in  power  is  Free  Trade,  the 
system  in  opposition  is  Protection.  It  is  to  be 
admitted  at  once  that  the  system  of  Free  Trade 
in  power  is  deplorably  imperfect,  and  that  the 
system  of  Protection  in  opposition  is  not,  as 
presented  by  its  advocates,  so  monstrous  as  the 
system  by  which  the  one  in  power  was  preceded. 
Still,  the  broad  question  is  :  '  Shall  there  be  tariffs, 
or  shall  there  not  ?  '  No  one  who  looks  for  a 
moment  at  the  matter  can  fail  to  see  how  much 
depends  upon  the  answer.  When,  therefore,  a 
champion  of  Protection  meets  a  champion  of  Free 
Trade  in  open  debate  upon  a  public  platform, 
the  event  is  one  of  the  keenest  interest.  There 
is  no  need  to  account  in  any  political  or  meta- 
physical way  for  the  crowded  audience  or  the 
concern  they  evinced.  The  question  of  tariffs 
or  no  tariffs  affects  the  industries,  and  all  the  con- 
ditions of  the  country.  There  met  on  the  plat- 
form the  practised  apostle  of  Protection,  and  the 
expert  defender  of  Free  Trade.  Each  was 
equipped  with  the  war  gear  of  his  party,  and  each 
clad  head  to  foot  in  its  armour.  No  novices  at 
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fighting  these.  When  they  entered  the  lists,  each 
had  the  cheers  of  his  friends.  We  will  not  follow 
the  combatants  in  their  movements,  the  combat 
from  first  to  last  is  recorded  in  our  columns. 
Once  again  the  Protectionist  reared  his  hideous 
spectre,  and  once  again,  amid  the  roars  of  his 
audience,  he  was  afraid  to  look  it  in  the  face. 
Once  again,  in  his  vain  attempt  to  shift  the  ground 
of  action,  he  introduced  the  subject  of  the 
Nationalisation  of  the  Land.  Once  again,  after 
rambling  from  matches  to  mantles,  from  cotton 
to  iron,  he  betrayed  the  real  nature  of  the  spectre 
which  he  feared  to  face,  for  his  very  last  words 
were  about  the  sources  of  the  food  of  England's 
people,  and  once  again  he  was  left  dazed  within 
the  ring.  When  will  the  spectre  trouble  the  earth 
again  ? 

"  In  the  body  of  the  hall,  it  appeared  from 
sundry  hisses  and  groans  and  jeers,  when  the 
Free  Trade  exponent  rose  to  speak,  there  were  not 
a  few  who  plighted  their  troth  to  the  other  side  ; 
but  as  he  bit  by  bit  unravelled  the  history  of  the 
tariffs,  and  one  by  one  with  restless  hand  swept 
away  the  pretensions  of  his  antagonist,  almost 
all  show  of  opposition  vanished,  and  the  one  or 
two  farmers  who,  having  looked  forward  to  pro- 
tection so  long,  and  having  really  never  heard  an 
exposure  of  its  fallacies  stood  out  the  longest, 
willingly  ceased  to  cheer  the  '  Fair,'  and  began 
to  cheer  the  '  Free,'  until  at  the  close  of  the  debate 
had  a  vote  been  taken,  it  is  certain  that  for  the 
sacred  principles  of  Free  Trade  every  hand,  with 
hardly  an  exception,  would  have  been  held  up 
with  conviction." 

— Wimborne  Guardian ,  Nov.  ist. 
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DEBATE  WITH  MR.  BOTTOMLEY  AT  BARNARD 
CASTLE — GREAT  LIBERAL  VICTORY  IN  SOMER- 
SET— TORY  "  SWELLS  "  IN  DEVONSHIRE — 
DISESTABLISHMENT  CAMPAIGN  IN  LANCASHIRE. 

IN  September  of  1884  I  again  met  Mr.  Bottomley, 
in  a  two-nights'  debate,  at  Barnard  Castle. 
Subject  : — "  Should  Ireland  Have  Home  Rule  ?  " 
This  debate  was  a  great  success.  The  joint  com- 
mittee arranged  that  reporters  should  be  engaged 
to  take  a  verbatim  report,  and  that  each  dispu- 
tant should  have  a  copy  to  publish  if  he  liked. 
I  published  mine,  together  with  the  correspondence 
that  led  up  to  the  debate.  Mr.  Bottomley  did 
not  publish  his. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Martin,  secretary  of  the  Barnard 
Castle  Liberal  Association,  wrote  me  on  the  22nd 
of  September,  1884,  as  follows  : — "I  need  only 
say  that  all  our  friends  feel  under  obligation  for 
your  able  defence  of  Liberal  principles  ;  and  the 
more  reasonable  Tories  admit  that  you  were  more 
than  a  match  for  their  champion." 

During  November  of  this  year  a  Mr.  E.  C. 
Green  was  lecturing  for  the  Tories  in  Sheerness 
(Kent).  During  his  address  he  expressed  his 
willingness  to  debate  the  question  of,  "  The  Peers, 
the  People,  and  the  Franchise  "  with  any  champ- 
ion the  Liberals  might  choose  to  select.  The  local 
Liberals  at  once  instructed  their  secretary  to 
write  to  the  Conservative  Association,  offering 
to  invite  me  to  meet  Mr.  Green.  The  Conservatives 
replied  that  they  were  very  sorry,  but  that  Mr. 
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Green  was  so  fully  occupied  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  him  to  make  arrangements  for  a 
debate.  - 

We  heard  no  more  of  Mr.  Green.  The  Sheerness 
Times  said  : — "  The  challenge,  thrown  out  by  Mr. 
E.  C.  Green,  to  debate  the  points  of  his  recent 
lecture  with  some  representative  of  the  Liberal 
Association,  has  fallen  through.  Promptly  accepted 
as  it  was,  Mr.  Green  now  excuses  himself,  on  the 
score  of  other  engagements.  The  excuse  is,  in  a 
certain  sense,  legitimate,  but  at  the  same  time, 
Mr.  Green  would  have  been  more  prudent  had 
he  consulted  his  employers  before  unconditionally 
throwing  down  the  gauntlet." 

I  finished  this  year's  work  in  Devonshire. 

1885.  Early  in  this  year  I  was  struck  down 
with  sickness.  I  had  been  put  into  a  damp  bed  in 
the  South  of  England,  and  my  engagements  were 
so  numerous  that  despite  my  illness  I  kept  on 
working  until  I  fell  on  the  platform  one  night, 
and  had  to  be  sent  home  at  once,  and  put  to  bed, 
where  I  remained  for  several  weeks. 

My  meetings,  as  far  as  possible,  had  to  be  put 
off,  and  where  that  could  not  be  done,  I  got  a 
very  dear  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  W.  Waring,  of 
Leeds,  to  take  my  place. 

Littleborough  was  one  of  the  places  he  visited, 
a.nd  the  Rochdale  Observer  said  : — 

"Mr.  Howes'  inability  to  lecture  at  the  Reform 
Club  on  Tuesday  night,  though  much  regretted, 
was  not  without  some  advantage,  as  it  enabled 
the  Littleborough-  Liberals  to  cultivate  the  ac- 
quaintance of  another  excellent  politician. 

"  Mr.  Howes  is  too  well  known  here,  and  his 
many  clever  abilities  as  a  lecturer  have  been  too 
well  demonstrated  not  to  render  it  difficult  for 
any  man  to  act  as  his  substitute.  It  was,  there- 
fore, only  natural  that  some  disappointment 
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should  be  experienced  at  his  non-appearance,  and 
that  Mr.  Waring  should  have  been  at  a  great 
•disadvantage.  He,  however,  proved  himself  a 
politician  of  no  mean  calibre,  and  quite  equal  to 
the  work  which  he  had  undertaken." 

Mr.  A.  G.  Symonds,  Secretary  of  the  National 
Reform  Union,  sent  me  a  very  kind  letter,  in 
which  he  said  : — "  You  must  not  think  of  starting 
work  again,  until  you  are  quite  well,  and  it  is  safe 
for  you  to  do  so.  I  will  do  my  best  to  arrange 
substitutes  for  you.  I  am  sure  that  everywhere 
the  good  work  you  have  done  in  the  past  will 
be  so  freely  recognised  that  the  branches  will 
only  feel  sorry  that  you  are  ill  and  suffering." 

By  March  I  was  at  work  again,  although  I  was 
very  feeble,  but  all  the  friends  were  very  kind  to  me. 

I  commenced  operations  at  Lytham,  where  I 
found  that  the  recollection  of  the  debate  had  not 
left  them.  They  gave  me  a  splendid  reception. 
The  Blackpool  Times  said  : — 

"  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  has  seldom  appeared  to 
better  advantage.  He  went  straight  to  work,  to 
show  his  hearers  to  whom  they  were  indebted  for 
the  great  measures  of  Reform  that  had  been  passed, 
and  how  little  thanks  we  owe  the  Tories,  who, 
with  the  coolest  effrontery,  claim  to  be  the  friends 
of  the  masses,  and  to  be  in  favour  of  electoral 
privileges,  which  it  has  been  their  constant  object 
to  deprive  the  people  of.  Mr.  Howes  gave  chapter 
and  verse  for  his  statements,  quoting  from  the 
speeches — some  of  them  scarcely  a  year  old — of 
the  leading  Conservative  orators.  He  rendered 
it  plain  enough  for  any  man  of  average  intellect 
to  judge  as  to  whether  the  Tories  were  to  be 
mentioned  in  the  same  breath  with  the  word 
'  reform,'  and  how  precious  little  the  people  in 
the  rural  districts  have  to  thank  them  for  the 
passing  of  the  Franchise  Bill." 
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"  The  after-proceedings  were  amusing.  One  or 
two  fiery  Tories  were  desirous  of  questioning  the 
lecturer — a  course  to  which  Mr.  Howes  had  not 
the  slightest  objection.  One  of  the  '  true  Blue ' 
friends,  however,  not  only  desired  to  put  questions 
but  wished  to  answer  them,  too  ;  whilst  another, 
whose  feelings  were  probably  too  much  for  him, 
was  actually  unable  to  give  the  name  of  his  pro- 
fessed late  leader — Lord  Beaconsfield  !  " 

I  next  addressed  a  number  of  meetings  in 
East  Somerset,  in  order  to  prepare  the  villagers 
for  the  coming  election — which  contest,  when  it 
did  take  place,  resulted  in  a  glorious  victory  for 
the  Liberal  party.  Shortly  after  the  election,  I 
received  the  following  letter  : — 

"  East  Somerset  Liberal  Association, 
"  Green  Bank  Street, 

"  Somerset. 

"  12/9/1885. 

"  My  Dear  Sir, — I  daresay  you  will  have  noticed 
what  a  grand  majority  we  got  for  Mr.  Hobhouse. 

"  We  had  a  fine  meeting  here  on  Tuesday,  to 
receive  him.  In  one  of  the  resolutions,  your  name 
came  on.  The  part  referring  to  you  ran  thus  : — 
'  This  meeting  also  believes  that  the  many  elo- 
quent addresses,  delivered  by  Mr.  Joseph  Howes, 
at  different  times  in  all  parts  of  the  Division,  have 
had  a  marked  effect  in  rousing  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  constituency,  and  preparing  it  for  the  contest.' 

"  And  I  may  add  that  your  name  was  received 
with  great  enthusiasm.  Hoping  that  your  health 
is  fully  restored.  "  Yours  very  truly, 

"  WILLIAM  S.  CLARKE. 

"  To  Mr.  Joseph  Howes." 

During  this  year  I  paid  another  visit  to  the 
West  of  England,  spending  two  months  in  Devon- 
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shire.  At  Woodbury  I  found  that  some  young 
Tory  swells  had  come  over  from  Exeter  to  have 
some  "  fun  with  the  Liberal  lecturer."  Poor 
creatures  !  they  fell  easy  victims,  and  they  re- 
turned home  sadder,  and,  I  hope,  wiser,  men. 

The  Devon  Express  said  : — 

"  Certain  local  Tories  must  be  hard  pressed 
indeed,  when  they  are  constrained  to  resort  to 
the  tactics  which  distinguished  them  at  the  recent 
Liberal  meeting  at  Woodbury.  I  am  assured — 
and  I  repeat  the  story  because  I  have  confidence 
in  its  veracity — that  a  certain  select  band  of 
'  Constitutionalists '  went  to  the  trouble  of  jour- 
neying from  Exeter  for  the  purpose  of  '  upsetting  ' 
the  said  Liberal  meeting.  '  With  what  did  they 
intend  to  upset  it  ? '  the  reader  will  enquire. 
'  With  facts  and  arguments  ?  '  queries  someone. 
'  With  neither/  '  Cit '  replies  ;  '  and  for  the 
simple  reason  that  these  clever  (?)  fellows  were 
possessed  of  neither  fact  nor  argument  wherewith 
to  combat  the  astounding  truths  with  which  Mr. 
Howes,  the  Liberal  orator,  regaled  his  audience.' 
No,  dear  reader,  they  had  not  gone  prepared  to 
meet  statement  with  counter-statement,  assertion 
with  denial,  or  anything  so  manly  ;  but  what 
they  did  do  was  to  find  a  cat's-paw  in  a  poor 
deluded  native,  whom  they  put  forward  to  say 
all  sorts  of  silly  things,  at  the  most  unreasonable 
moments.  He  had  been  well  '  primed  ' — too  well, 
in  fact,  which  accounted  for  the  importune 
junctures  at  which  he  exploded.  The  '  game  ' 
did  not  answer.  Mr.  Howes,  who  is  evidently 
an  adept  in  the  art,  cleverly  turned  the  tables, 
and  after  a  time  the  would-be  disturbers  retired 
discomforted.  What  will  the  good  old-fashioned 
Tories  say,  when  I  repeat  the  statement  made 
to  me  that  the  prime  mover  in  this  discreditable 
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fiasco  was  a  paid  official  of  the  Exeter  body  ? 
I  doubt  not  that  he  will — well,  rub  his  eyes,  and 
exclaim  :  '  Can  such  things  be  ?  ' 

Concerning  a  meeting  at  "St.  Mary's  Clyst," 
the  Western  Times  said : — "It  was  the  first 
political  meeting  ever  held  in  the  village,  and 
caused  quite  a  stir  among  the  inhabitants,  the 
majority  of  whom — including  many  ladies — 
attended." 

During  my  busy  and  varied  career  I  have  met 
"  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men,"  but  the  Tory 
swell  is  a  great  nuisance.  He  knows  nothing  of 
politics,  but  what  he  lacks  in  knowledge  he  makes 
up  in  impudence  and  cheek.  His  courage  is  not 
very  great,  and  ridicule  soon  overpowers  him. 
As  these  Exeter  gentlemen  were  carrying  on  the 
earlier  portion  of  their  performance  at  Woodbury, 
I  was  reminded  of  the  London  coster  nipper 
whose  donkey  had  fallen  down  in  the  street,  when 
a  young  London  aristocrat,  attracted  by  the  crowd, 
pushed  his  way  up  to  the  barrow,  and  said,  in 
drawn-out  aristocratic  style,  "  Ha,  ha !  I  say, 
boy,  what  will  you  take  for  the  donkey  ?  "  But 
the  cockney  lad  was  equal  to  the  occasion  ;  looking 
up,  he  said,  "  You  go  'ome,  your  mother  can't 
afford  to  keep  two."  The  swell  disappeared. 

From  Devonshire  I  returned  to  Cumberland. 
It  was  a  long  run,  but  the  meetings  there  were  all 
first-rate,  and  highly  spoken  of. 

In  December  I  commenced  a  Disestablishment 
campaign  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rochdale 
(Lancashire),  which  was  to  have  far-reaching 
results.  I  had  a  lively  meeting  at  Wardle,  a 
large  audience,  and  lots  of  questions.  The 
Rochdale  Observer  said  : — 

"  There  is  evidently  no  fear  of  the  political 
education  of  the  electors  of  Wardle  being  neglected. 
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Both  political  parties  seemed  to  be  convinced 
that  the  Parliament  which  has  recently  been 
elected  will  be  short-lived,  and  that  the  Church 
question  will  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  the 
programme  of  both  parties  at  the  next  contest. 
The  Liberals  mustered  in  large  numbers  on  Mon- 
day evening  to  hear  what  Mr.  Howes  had  to  say 
on  the  subject  of  '  Disestablishment  and  Dis- 
endowment,  Denned  and  Defended/  A  number 
of  Tories  were  also  at  the  lecture,  and  although 
they  were  allowed  perfectly  fair  play,  and  indeed, 
were  very  generously  treated,  they  made  a  very 
poor  show  for  the  cause  of  which  they  were  the 
voluntary  champions,  and  Mr.  Howes  answered 
their  questions  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  the 
interrogators  appear  very  ill-satisfied  with  their 
championship.  The  Churchmen  and  the  Con- 
servatives rallied  round  Mr.  Touchstone  at  the 
National  School  on  Wednesday  evening,  to  hear 
what  he  had  to  say  in  support  of  the  establish- 
ment, and  it  must  have  been  very  unsatisfactory 
to  them  to  have  seen  him  so  thoroughly  cornered. 
Liberalism  evidently  has  the  lead  in  Wardle,  and 
is  likely  to  maintain  its  position." 

1886. — This  was  a  record  year  for  work  and 
results.  The  question  of  the  "  Disestablishment 
and  Disendowment  of  the  Protestant  State 
Church,"  had  taken  hold  of  a  portion  of  Lancashire. 
Night  after  night  I  addressed  large  audiences  on 
this  subject.  The  Church  party  got  very  angry, 
their  best  men  were  brought  upon  the  scene,  and 
the  people  enjoyed  the  contests  immensely. 

I  commenced  in  the  first  week  in  January  at 
Littleborough.  The  hall  was  densely  crowded, 
several  well-known  Church  defenders  being  present. 
At  the  close  of  my  lecture,  an  animated  discussion 
followed,  which  lasted  up  to  close  upon  eleven 
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o'clock.  At  this  meeting  I  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
W.  Senior,  President  of  the  Oldham  Conservative 
Working  Men's  League,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
Church  Schoolmaster  of  Wardle.  The  Rochdale 
Observer  said  : — 

"  The  Church  defenders  cut  a  sorry  figure  at 
the  Reform  Club  on  Monday  night.  They  were 
present  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  arguing  the 
main  question  whether  Disestablishment  and  Dis- 
endowment  ought  or  ought  not  to  take  place,  and 
whether  a  measure  of  this  character  would  be 
just  and  honest  to  the  Church  itself.  Their 
object,  however,  was  pretty  clearly  evident,  and 
that  was,  if  possible,  to  trip  up  the  lecturer  on 
some  unimportant  point,  and  thus  make  it  appear 
to  his  hearers  that  the  matter  which  he  had  given 
them  was  unreliable.  But  Mr.  Howes  is  far  too 
astute  a  man,  and  possesses  too  extensive  a  know- 
ledge of  his  subject  to  be  taken  in  by  such  pal- 
pably unfair  means.  Some  of  the  frivolous 
questions  asked  excited,  and  no  wonder,  the  im- 
patience of  the  audience,  who  showed  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  meeting  that  they  were  quite 
willing  to  give  an  impartial  hearing  to  the  oppo- 
sition speakers,  and  to  allow  them  every  chance 
of  making  the  best  of  their  case.  Their  con- 
spicuous failure  to  do  so,  however,  and  the 
discreditable  manoeuvres  they  resorted  to,  be- 
came apparent  to  the  audience,  and  it  showed  its 
disapproval  accordingly.  The  discomfiture  of  the 
President  of  the  Oldham  Conservative  Working 
Men's  League  was  absolutely  complete  when,  on 
reading  the  section  of  an  '  act '  which  was  to 
prove  his  point,  he  was  asked  by  Mr.  Howes  if  he 
did  not  know  what  he  had  read,  and  after  reading 
again  once  or  twice  it  gradually  dawned  upon  him 
that  this  was  the  very  section  that  refuted  his 
statement.  But  the  climax  of  the  farce  was 
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reached  when  Mr.  Wilkinson,  after  asking  per- 
mission from  the  chairman  to  put  another  question 
to  the  lecturer,  and  telling  the  audience  that  he 
would  not  detain  them  for  more  than  a  minute  or 
two,  requested  to  know,  in  solemn  tones,  if  Mr. 
Howes  would  ask  the  audience  to  sing  '  God 
Save  the  Queen  '  at  the  close  of  the  meeting." 

At  Butterworth  the  Rev.  F.  P.  Wright,  vicar 
of  Milnrow,  and  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Illingworth, 
questioned  me.  The  following  criticism  ap- 
peared : — 

"  The  lecture  by  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  at  the 
Butterworth  Liberal  Association  on  Wednesday 
evening  was  rendered  of  more  than  ordinary 
interest  by  the  presence  of  the  vicar  of  the  parish 
and  his  newly-appointed  curate.  The  appearance 
of  the  two  reverend  gentlemen  upon  the  scene 
created,  as  might  have  been  expected,  some  little 
commotion  and  astonishment,  but  the  quiet  and 
friendly  manner  in  which  they  were  received,  and 
afterwards  listened  to,  effected  a  striking  contrast 
to  the  proceedings  enacted  at  the  last  meeting 
in  the  neighbourhood,  called  for  the  consideration 
of  the  church  question,  when,  as  the  chairman  on 
Wednesday  evening  stated,  the  speakers  were 
persistently  refused  a  hearing,  and  the  meeting 
ultimately  broke  up  in  disorder.  Of  the  dis- 
cussion which  took  place  between  Mr.  Howes  and 
his  opponents,  nothing  need  here  be  said,  except 
that  it  afforded  the  former  an  opportunity  of 
materially  strengthening  an  already  strong  case." 
— Rochdale  Observer,  Jan.  3Oth,  1886. 

In  February  I  returned  to  Littleborough,  and 
the  Tories  brought  their  great  gun,  the  Rev.  T.  T. 
Berger,  vicar  of  St.  James',  Bolton.  This  gen- 
tleman was  a  practised  debater  and  a  good  speaker, 
but  he  was  very  eccentric  and  excitable,  and 
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these  traits  tell  very  much  against  a  contro- 
versialist. A  public  man  should  be  able  to  keep 
cool  under  the  most  exciting  circumstances.  He 
should  always  be  master  of  his  surroundings,  and 
never  fall  a  victim  to  them.  The  Rochdale- 
Observer  fully  reported  all  these  meetings.  It 
commenced  the  report  of  this  meeting  at  Little- 
borough  as  follows  : — 

"  LIVELY      DISESTABLISHMENT      MEETING      AT 
LlTTLEBOROUGH — MR.  HOWES'  REPLY  TO  THE 
:  REV.  J.  R.  O.  WEST— REV.  T.  T.  BERGER  TO 
THE  RESCUE. 

"  On  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  Joseph  Howes^ 
delivered  a  lecture  at  the  Reform  Club,  Lit  tie - 
borough,  on  the  '  Disestablishment  and  Dis- 
endowment  of  the  Church  of  England.'  The 
address  had  been  announced  to  be  given  as  a 
reply  to  the  Church  Defence  lecture  recently 
delivered  in  the  same  neighbourhood  by  the  Rev. 
J.  R.  O.  West.  Half-past  seven  o'clock  was  the- 
hour  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  the  meeting, 
but  long  before  this  time  the  lecture  hall  was 
literally  crowded  to  overflowing,  and  the  reception 
given  to  Mr.  S.  Wilkinson,  Mr.  Scott,  and  other 
so-called  Church  defenders,  on  their  entering  the 
room,  conclusively  proved  that  the  Liberationists 
were  represented  by  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  those  present.  On  Mr.  Howes  and  his  party 
entering  the  room  they  met  with  a  most  enthusias- 
tic reception,  the  cheering  and  waving  of  hats  and 
handkerchiefs  lasting  a  considerable  time.  Mr, 
Edward  Nuttall  presided." 

After  giving  a  full  account  of  the  proceedings,, 
the  same  paper  said  : — 

"  The  most  exciting  incident  of  the  week  has, 
of  course,  been  Mr.  Howes'  reply  lecture  to 
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Rev.  J.  R.  O.  West,  at  the  Reform  Club  on 
Tuesday  night,  and  the  discussion  it  provoked. 
Perhaps  Conservatives  or  Church  defenders  now 
recognise  the  folly  of  their  conduct  in  seeking  to- 
make  the  Church  serve  a  party  purpose  at  the 
recent  General  Election.  The  Disestablishment 
question  has  been  dinned  into  the  ears  of  the  people 
by  the  Constitutional  party  as  meaning  the  dis- 
ruption or  destruction  of  the  Church  so  frequently 
at  election  times,  and  people  have  now  become  sa 
accustomed  to  the  cry  of  '  danger '  when  there 
has  been  no  danger,  that  like  the  fabled  cry  of 
'  Wolf  !  wolf  !  '  little  heed  is  paid  to  it.  Many 
warnings  have  been  given,  but  these  have  been 
altogether  ignored.  This  district  was  no  excep- 
tion to  the  rule.  Conservative  orators,  to  gain 
the  ears  of  the  electors,  shouted  themselves  hoarse 
in  the  endeavour  to  impress  the  people  with  the 
belief  that  the  Liberal  party  were  intent  upon 
robbing  the  Church.  We  saw  and  pointed  out  at 
the  time  what  must  inevitably  follow  such  mani- 
festly unjust  and  dishonest  charges,  that  after  the 
election  these  accusations  would  have  to  be  an- 
swered, and  that  as  a  consequence  the  settlement 
of  the  question,  and  it  can  have  but  one  issue, 
would  be  precipitated  by  many  years.  The 
present  agitation  can  be  traced  directly  to  a 
Conservative  meeting  held  here  just  prior  to  the 
General  Election,  at  which  some  wildly  erroneous 
statements  were  made,  and  we  now  see  the  con- 
sequences. So  far  as  things  have  gone,  the 
Liberal  party  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the 
results.  They  have  more  than  held  their  position, 
while  their  opponents  have  lost  much  ground. 
As  regards  the  debate  itself  on  Tuesday  evening, 
the  greater  portion  of  it  was  little  more  than  a 
word  contest.  The  Church  defenders  were  deter- 
mined to  do  great  things,  and  if  possible  to 
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annihilate  once  and  for  ever  the  doughty  and 
clever  advocate  of  disestablishment,  who  has  made 
himself  so  popular  in  this  district ;  but  they 
failed  most  conspicuously  to  accomplish  their 
object.  The  Rev.  T.  T.  Berger,  one  of  their 
greatest  champions,  who,  by  the  way,  is  no 
stranger  to  Littleborough,  was  trotted  over  from 
Bolton  to  try  a  round,  and  he  was  not  long  before 
he  got  an  opportunity  of  doing  so ;  but  he 
quickly  found  that  he  had  met  a  foeman  who  was 
worthy  of  his  steel. 

"  The  Guiseley  case  having  been  satisfactorily 
dealt  with  to  the  amusement  of  the  audience,  and 
the  great  discomfiture  of  the  Wardle  luminary, 
who  cut  a  pitiable  figure,  and  was  completely 
silenced,  our  reverend  friend,  with  much  ado, 
threw  down  the  gauntlet.  He  commenced  to 
question  the  lecturer  in  a  somewhat  austere  tone 
of  voice,  and  for  a  good  hour  kept  up  a  kind  of 
guerilla  warfare,  but  never  once  in  the  whole  time 
did  he  in  the  slightest  degree  shake  the  lecturer's 
position.  He  once  or  twice  took  liberties  but  was 
sharply  brought  to  task  by  the  chairman,  who 
reminded  him  that  he  had  never  once  addressed 
himself  to  the  chair,  and  that  one  would  not  have 
expected  to  find  such  discourtesy  shown  by  a 
gentleman  of  his  position.  He  endeavoured,  by 
repeating  similar  questions  in  different  forms, 
which  had  been  answered  as  clearly  as  was  possible, 
to  confuse  the  lecturer,  or  confound  him  upon 
some  side  issue,  but  all  to  no  purpose,  as  Mr. 
Howes  declined  to  be  '  drawn.'  On  the  other 
hand,  the  lecturer  failed  for  a  considerable  time 
to  '  pin '  the  reverend  gentleman,  as  he  again  and 
again  beat  a  hasty  retreat  from  the  question  at 
issue,  but  eventually  he  succeeded  by  a  skilful 
manoeuvre,  a  legal  definition  of  the  term  '  Church,' 
which  forms  the  pivot  almost  of  the  whole  question, 
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and,  having  committed  himself,  the  reverend, 
interrogator,  notwithstanding  his  efforts  to  wriggle 
from  his  position  by  adding  something  which  was 
not  contained  in  the  definition,  he  was  wholly  at 
the  mercy  of  the  lecturer,  who  proved,  amid  the 
ringing  cheers  of  the  audience,  how  untenable, 
even  from  his  own  standpoint,  were  the  views 
and  arguments  held  by  the  apostle  of  Church 
defence." 
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THE  REV.  BERGER  CAUGHT  AT  LAST — THE  STORY 
OF  AN  ALL-NIGHT  SITTING— -THE  REV.  J.  R.  O. 
WEST — THE  CHURCH  AND  THE  FISHES. 

FOLLOWING  up  the  last  meeting  in  Littleborough,, 
the  Church  people  made  arrangements  with  Mr. 
Berger  to  give  a  lecture,  in  reply  to  me,  at  the 
same  place. 

This  meeting  was  held  on  the  3rd  of  March. 
I  was  lecturing  in  the  West  of  England,  and  as 
there  were  several  local  gentlemen  at  Littleborough 
who  felt  themselves  equal  to  questioning  Mr. 
Berger,  I  did  not  attend.  If  the  Rev.  gentleman 
had  been  content  with  one  night's  meeting  it 
might  have  been  better  for  him ;  but  when  he 
found  that  questioners  were  present,  he  prolonged 
his  speech,  which  occupied  two  hours.  This  very 
much  exasperated  his  audience.  Then  he  an- 
nounced that  as  my  "  fallacious  statements " 
had  been  so  numerous,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  reply  to  them  all  in  one  night,  he  would 
continue  his  lecture  on  the  next  evening.  My 
friends  wired  to  me  at  once  ;  I  got  relieved  from 
my  engagement ;  and  I  wired  back  saying  I 
would  come.  Handbills  were  immediately  got  out, 
stating  :  "  Mr.  Howes  will  meet  Mr.  Berger  to- 
night, at  the  Temperance  Hall,  Littleborough." 

This  meeting  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  that  had  ever  taken  place  in  that 
district.  The  following  descriptive  accounts  ap- 
peared in  the  local  papers  :  — 
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"  Concerning  Mr.  Berger's  first  meeting,  we  are 
told  : — '  The  audience  listened  with  every  patience 
for  two  long  and  weary  hours  to  the  lecturer, 
who  entered  into  a  dry,  tedious  historical  dis- 
quisition, containing  much  that  was  altogether 
irrelevant  to  the  question.  Then,  in  answer  to 
cries  of  '  time,'  and  '  discussion/  and  to  a  question 
in  reference  to  the  amount  of  time  which  would 
be  necessary  for  him  to  finish  his  lecture,  he  in- 
timated that  he  had  still  a  great  deal  to  say.'  " 
—Rochdale  Observer,  March  6th,  1886. 

The  second  meeting  brought  forth  such  exten- 
sive comments,  which  were  continued  in  the 
local  papers  for  several  weeks,  that  I  cannot  give 
my  readers  a  tithe  of  them.  The  following  will 
give  a  fairly  clear  description  of  what  really 
happened. 

"  INCIDENTS  OF  AN  ALL-NIGHT  SITTING. 
"  By  a  Veteran  Who  Sat  It  Out. 

"  The  night  of  Thursday,  the  fourth  of  the 
present  month,  was  a  night  of  great  surprises  to 
the  hundreds  of  the  good  folk  of  Littleborough 
who  were  in  attendance  at  the  local  Temperance 
Hah1,  on  that  date,  for  the  purpose  of  listening 
to  the  promised  debate  between  Mr.  Berger  and 
Mr.  Howes,  on  the  subject  of  the  Disestablish- 
ment and  Disendowment  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. It  had  been  announced  that  the  contest 
would  commence  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  but 
long  before  that  time  the  doors  of  the  Hall  were 
opened,  the  seats  within  began  to  be  filled,  and 
from  this  time  the  living  stream  continued  to 
flow,  until  every  part  of  the  building  was  crowded. 
Mr.  Howes  was  the  first  to  arrive,  and  as  soon 
as  he  made  his  appearance  he  was  received  with 
such  a  hearty  and  prolonged  outburst  of  cheering 
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that  he  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  compli- 
ment, which  he  did,  in  a  manner  well  calculated 
to  show  that  he,  at  least,  was  in  no  danger  of 
'  losing  his  head '  in  the  expected  discussion, 
however  exciting  it  might  be.  The  ten  minutes 
following  this  event  was  mainly  occupied  by  a 
large  portion  of  the  audience  in  the  apparently 
pleasing  task  of  chaffing  the  *  Wardle  School- 
master/ who,  however,  seemed  scarcely  pleased 
with  the  attention  thus  paid  to  him.  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son's demeanour,  of  course,  only  added  relish  to 
the  many  jokes  that  were  cracked  concerning  his 
action  in  relation  to  the  '  Guiseley  case,'  and  it 
was  evidently  a  great  relief  to  him  when  Mr. 
Berger  and  his  chairman  appeared.  The  reception 
accorded  to  the  Church  Defenders  was  of  a  mixed 
character.  These  demonstrations  on  the  part  of 
the  assembly  were  viewed  by  Mr.  Berger  with  an 
expression  of  countenance  which  plainly  indicated 
the  contempt  of  the  Reverend  gentleman  for  any 
who  dared  to  differ  from  him  in  opinion,  and 
which  the  audience  were  not  slow  to  properly 
interpret.  Those  present,  however,  quickly 
showed  themselves  perfectly  amenable  to  reason, 
for  as  soon  as  the  chairman  appealed  for  fair  play 
for  Mr.  Berger,  complete  order  was  restored ;  and, 
although  Mr.  Berger  elected  to  continue  his  lecture 
of  the  previous  evening,  rather  than  to  commence 
—as  many  of  his  hearers  had  expected  he  would 
do — a  set  debate  with  Mr.  Howes,  the  audience 
listened  with  marked  attention  and  with  marvel- 
lous patience  to  his  dreary  wanderings  over 
already  trodden  ground,  until  close  upon  nine 
o'clock.  It  is  true  that  he  was  now  and  again 
interrupted  with  forcible  expressions  of  dissent 
from  the  more  impulsive  of  his  auditors,  but  it 
is  also  true  that  these  disturbances  only  occurred 
when  he  was  endeavouring  to  take  his  unwilling 
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hearers  over  exactly  the  same  ground  as  they 
had  travelled  with  him  on  the  previous  night,  or 
when  he  gave  way^as  he  frequently  did — to  an 
exhibition  of  arrogance  and  quickness  of  temper, 
which  was  perfectly  unjustifiable.  At  nine 
o'clock,  however,  there  was  expressed  such  a 
general  consensus  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Berger  had 
in  two  nights  said  quite  enough  for  the  Church 
Party,  that  the  gentleman  from  Bolton  found 
himself,  pro.  tern.,  quite  unable  to  proceed ; 
and  when  the  chairman  intervened  for  the  purpose 
of  restoring  order,  he  found  himself  met  with  the 
repeated  queries  as  to  how  much  longer  it  would 
be  before  Mr.  Howes  would  be  permitted  to  reply. 
Generally  speaking,  these  queries  were  put  with 
great  respect,  and  if  either  the  chairman  or  Mr. 
Berger  had  been  wise,  or  at  all  imbued  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  extent  of  consideration  which 
is  due  to  opponents,  they  would  at  least  have  tried 
to  satisfy  the  audience  on  this  small  point.  Mr. 
Berger  and  his  chairman,  however,  evidently 
viewed  the  matter  as  one  of  principle  at  first, 
and  they  endeavoured  to  entirely  ignore  the  op- 
position, and  absolutely  refused  to  give  them  any 
satisfaction  on  the  point  raised  ;  but  when  Mr. 
Howes  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  they  assisted 
each  other  in  an  undignified  attempt  to  prevent 
anything  that  he  might  say  reaching  the  ears  of 
the  meeting.  In  this  latter  business,  they  managed 
to  secure  a  victory,  but  the  triumph,  small  as  it 
was  in  point  of  value,  was  only  won  by  the  chair- 
man's defiance  of  all  precedent  in  refusing  to 
allow  the  point  of  order  to  be  stated,  and  by  Mr. 
Howes'  dignified  submission  to  the  ruling  of  the 
chair.  In  dealing  with  the  audience,  however, 
the  chairman  and  Mr.  Berger  had  a  more  difficult 
task  before  them ;  the  meeting  remembering 
only  too  clearly  the  exuberance  of  Mr.  Berger's 
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verbosity  on  the  previous  night.  The  audience 
wished  to  know  how  much  longer  Mr.  Berger  was 
to  be  permitted  to  talk ;  and  as  he  had,  up  to 
that  time,  only  been  indulging  in  propositions 
which  contradicted  each  other,  the  question  was 
only  a  natural  one.  Mr.  Berger  and  his  chairman, 
however,  absolutely  refused  to  favour  the  audi- 
ence with  an  answer,  and  the  result  was  that  for 
fifteen  minutes  Mr.  Berger  was  unable  to  proceed. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  vouchsafed  something 
in  the  nature  of  an  answer,  to  the  effect  that  he 
would  finish  his  lecture  as  quickly  as  possible  ; 
and  once  more  the  meeting  became  comparatively 
quiet,  and  the  lecture  was  (  resumed.'  Mr.  Berger 
had  from  this  point  a  very  fair  hearing  indeed, 
the  only  interruptions  being  cries  of  '  We  have 
heard  all  that  before  '—which  were  wrung  from  the 
audience  by  his  wearying  repetitions.  But  when 
he  resumed  his  seat,  he  was  awarded  for  his  per- 
sistency in  troubling  the  meeting  and  in  adopting 
an  insulting  style  towards  his  opponents,  by  loud 
groaning  and  hissing,  which  came  from  all  parts 
of  the  hall.  Immediately  afterwards,  the  chair- 
man, with  what  appeared  to  the  writer  to  be 
amazing  partiality,  announced  that  any  of  Mr. 
Berger's  opponents  would  be  allowed  to  ask  a 
question,  but  would  not  be  permitted  to  make  a 
speech.  This  announcement  was  very  justly  re- 
ceived with  loud  groaning ;  but  directly  after- 
wards, Mr.  Joseph  Howes  rose  '  to  put  a  few 
questions,'  and  was  greeted  with  general  cheering, 
which  was  in  turn  changed  to  derisive  laughter, 
when  the  chairman,  with  an  admirable  assump- 
tion of  childlike  innocence,  demanded  the  name 
of  the  would-be  questioner.  Mr.  Howes,  however, 
cleared  the  way  much  more  clearly  than  the  chair- 
man had  anticipated,  and  following  up  his  ad- 
vantage, the  representative  of  the  National  Re- 
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form  Union  made  a  '  palpable  hit '  with  his  very 
first  question  ;  this  was  followed  by  another  and 
another,  and  as  the  questioning  went  on,  Mr. 
Berger  was  compelled  to  contradict  his  own 
assertions,  and  to  disprove  his  own  case,  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  audience  were  quite  unable 
to  find  means  to  properly  express  their  admira- 
tion for  Mr.  Howes,  and  their  contempt  for  the 
reverend  gentleman,  who  had  now  to  resort  to 
continual  fencing  and  rudeness,  and  even  to 
flatly  denying  his  own  words,  in  the  attempt  to 
escape  from  the  dilemma  in  which  he  found  him- 
self involved.  The  excitement  was,  of  course, 
great,  and  it  increased  every  moment,  until  even 
the  '  Veteran,'  well  used  to  public  meetings  of 
an  exciting  character,  found  it  surpassing  any- 
thing of  the  kind  that  he  had  previously  witnessed. 
The  Rev.  T.  T.  Berger  soon  found  that  the  op- 
ponent of  whom  he  had  endeavoured  to  make 
so  little  was  indeed  a  foeman  worthy  of  his  steel ; 
and  the  deep  interest  which  the  audience  took 
in  the  '  heckling '  was  well  manifested  by  the 
almost  unanimous  vote  by  which  they  rejected 
the  motion  proposed — '  out  of  sympathy  with 
Mr.  Berger ' — and  for  the  purpose  of  speedily 
closing  the  questioning. 

"  As  your  readers  already  know,  the  '  debate ' 
was  kept  up  in  a  most  spirited  manner  until  2.0 
a.m.  ;  and  even  then,  a  large  portion  of  the  audi- 
ence desired  that  it  should  be  continued.  To  the 
writer  of  this  article  the  meeting  presented  many 
novelties,  and  as  he  sought  his  home,  through 
the  dark  and  slippery  streets  of  Littleborough, 
at  2.0  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  he  had  at  last  found  '  something 
new  under  the  sun,'  and  that  the  most  astonishing 
part  of  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Tem- 
perance Hall  was  the  exhibition  of  inconsistency 
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and  bad  temper  displayed  by  the  Bolton  pro- 
fessor of  Christianity." 

— Rochdale  Observer,  March  gth,  1886. 

"  The  meeting  was  kept  up  until  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  in  fact,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
chairman  abruptly  leaving  his  seat  at  the  hour, 
and  declaring  the  meeting  over,  the  proceedings 
would,  no  doubt,  have  been  protracted  some  hours 
later.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  six-and-a-half 
hours  spent  in  the  room,  Mr.  Howes  was,  to  use 
an  expressive  simile,  '  as  cool  as  a  cucumber/  but 
his  opponent,  unfortunately  for  himself,  frequently 
displayed  unenviable  peculiarities  of  temperament 
and  manner,  and  utter  want  of  consideration  for 
the  religious  belief  of  a  section  of  his  audience, 
which  combined,  repeatedly  aroused  the  marked 
resentment  of  his  hearers." 

— Rochdale  Observer,  March  i6th,  1886. 

The  night  after  this  meeting  Mr.  Berger  was 
announced  to  lecture  at  Leeds.  I  followed  him 
there,  and  put  in  an  appearance  to  question  him, 
but  after  I  had  put  a  few  questions,  the  chairman 
pleaded  that  Mr.  Berger  was  exhausted,  and  he 
therefore  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. 

My  determination  to  give  Mr.  Berger  the  fullest 
opportunity  of  showing  his  power  in  debate  was 
stimulated  by  a  letter  the  reverend  gentleman 
sent  to  Mr.  James  Schofield  (President  of  the 
Littleborough  Liberal  Association)  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1886.  In  this  letter  Mr.  Berger  said  :  "  My 
discussion  in  the  Free  Trade  Hall,  Manchester, 
confessedly  finished  the  career  of  Pastor  Gordon, 
as  a  public  controversialist.  If,  in  a  large 
centre  such  as  Rochdale  I  can  bring  about  a  dis- 
cussion with  Mr.  Howes,  I  have  no  doubt  that  in 
his  case  the  result  would  be  equally  decisive,  or 
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that,  at  any  rate  in  the  Rochdale  district,  his 
influence  will  be  completely  nullified." 

My  next  opponent  was  the  Rev.  J.  R.  O.  West, 
Rector  of  St.  Stephen's,  Chorlton-on-Medlock, 
Manchester.  This  gentleman  had  professed  to 
reply  to  my  lectures  in  several  places,  but  he  always 
shirked  discussion.  At  last,  he  sent  the  following 
in  the  form  of  a  circular  to  all  the  largest  subscribers 
of  the  National  Reform  Union  : — • 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Rochdale  Times. 

"  Sir,— •>!  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  insert  in  your 
columns  a  copy  of  the  accompanying  letter  I  have 
this  day  forwarded  to  Mr.  W.  Agnew,  M.P.,  Mr. 
Hibbert,  M.P.,  Mr.  R.  Leake,  M.P.,  and  other 
members  of  the  National  Reform  Union. 
"  Yours,  &c., 

"  J.  ROBERT  O.  WEST. 
"St.  Stephen's  Rectory, 
"  Chorlton-on-Medlock, 

"  Manchester,  March  23rd,  1886." 

"  St.  Stephen's  Rectory, 
"  Chorlton-on-Medlock, 

"  Manchester, 
"  March  23rd,  1886. 

"  Sir,— -In  the  interests  of  the  public  morality, 
which  should  be  dearer  to  honourable  men  than 
the  interests  of  party,  I  beg  to  bring  under  your 
notice  recent  misstatements  of  your  National 
Reform  Union's  accredited  agent,  Mr.  Joseph 
Howes,  respecting  the  Pilchard  Fisheries,  in  Corn- 
wall. The  historical  inaccuracies  and  legal  mis- 
representations that  abound  in  his  lectures  you 
may  be  disposed  to  condone  as  matters  of  opinion, 
but  it  would  become  a  public  scandal  if  direct  mis- 
statements  of  fact  were  to  be  countenanced  by 
yourself  and  others  who  have  reputations  to  lose. 
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Few  can  afford  to  openly  hand  over  the  attack 
upon  the  Church  to  their  paid  unscrupulous 
agents,  as  Colonel  Schwabe,  M.P.,  did  at  Little- 
borough  on  Saturday,  the  I2th  inst.,  when  he  said 
4  he  would  leave  the  subject  of  the  Church  of 
England  to  be  dealt  with  by  Mr.  Howes.' 

"  There  is,  however,  this  gain  in  the  case,  that 
Colonel  Schwabe  thus  publicly  makes  himself 
responsible  for  Mr.  Howes'  misdoings,  in  which 
responsibility  you,  as  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  the  National  Reform  Union  have  a  share. 

"  In  a  pamphlet,  '  The  Church  in  Danger,'  by 
J.  Howes,  lecturer  for  the  National  Reform  Union, 
&c.,  to  be  obtained  at  the  offices,  46,  Brown 
Street,  Manchester,  this  paragraph  is  on  page  23, 
and  the  substance  of  it  has  been  repeated  on 
various  platforms  : — >'  In  some  parts  of  Cornwall, 
the  Church  to-day  takes  tithe  of  the  Pilchard  fish 
as  it  is  caught.  The  Cornish  fishermen  say,  '  If 
the  fish  belong  to  the  clergy,  let  them  go  and 
catch  it,'  but  the  clergy  prefer  to  wait  until  some- 
one else  has  caught  it,  and  then  take  their  share/ 

"  Omitting  all  reference  to  the  historical  and 
legal  bearings  of  the  question,  I  ask  your  attention 
to  two  assertions  in  this  paragraph,  (i)  That  the 
clergy  take  tithes  of  fish  as  it  is  caught  to-day  ; 
and  (2)  that  they  wait  until  the  fish  is  caught,  and 
then  take  their  shares.  Mr.  Howes  has  given 
particulars,  which,  with  the  replies  of  the  clergy  to 
inquiries  I  made,  I  place  below  : — • 

"  (i)  Mevagissey.  £i  133.  4d.  per  seine,  or  net. 
Rev.  E.  M.  Perry  says  :— '  This  is  a  thing  of  the 
past.' 

"  (2)  Goran  Haven.  6d.  per  hhd.  Rev.  E.  R. 
Sowell  writes  :  — •'  That  the  clergy  wait  and  take 
the  fish  is  a  simple  — •.' 

"  (3)  New  Quay.  One-tenth  of  the  catch.  Rev. 
J.  Broad  Eade  says: — 'It  is  quite  false.  There 
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never  was,  nor  is  there  now,  any  charge  of  any 
kind  whatever,  upon  pilchards  or  other  fish  taken 
at  this  quay,  for  the  clergy,  either  directly  or 
indirectly.'  '  All  liars  shall  have,'  &c. 

"  (4)  Charlestown.  £i  133.  4d.  per  seine.  Rev. 
A.  H.  Ferris  writes  :— .'  There  are  no  payments 
now  made  or  taken  as  tithes  upon  seines  in  this 
place,  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  such  payments 
were  ever  made  or  taken.  I  have  been  vicar  here 
more  than  ten  years,  and  no  payments  have  ever 
been  made  in  my  time.' 

"  (5)  St.  Mawes.  is.  6d.  per  hhd.  Rev.  C. 
W.  Carlyon  says: — 'The  seine  owners  agreed  to 
pay  me  los.  a  year  for  each  seine,  whether  they 
catch  any  fish  or  not.  The  amount  per  hhd.  may 
be  for  harbour  dues.' 

"  (6)  Fowey.  £i  us.  4d.  per  seine.  Rev. 
H.  H.  Purcell  writes  :— .'  The  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Howes  is  absolutely  untrue.  I  have  been 
vicar  of  this  parish  18  years,  and  I  have  never 
heard  of  this  mythical  income  before.' 

"  At  Armley,  Leeds,  on  March  ist,  Mr.  Howes 
gave  as  his  authority  for  these  statements,  Mr. 
George  Fox,  of  Falmouth,  to  whom  also  I  wrote 
asking  particulars.  Howard  Fox,  Esq.  (brother 
of  Mr.  G.  Fox),  hon.  secretary  of  the  Royal  Corn- 
wall Polytechnic  Society,  has  kindly  forwarded 
me  a  copy  of  a  paper  read  by  him  in  connection 
with  the  Society  (Report  for  1878),  which  also 
gives  a  direct  contradiction  to  Mr.  Howes'  con- 
tention. Mr.  Fox  also  writes  : — '  I  know  nothing 
of  Mr.  Howes,  I  know  of  no  tithes  on  fish  caught, 
and  the  only  charge  now  that  I  know  of,  is  that 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carlyon.' 

."  Mr.  George  H.  Fox  himself  writes  me  : — '  Mr. 
Howes  has  no  authority  from  me  for  using  the 
figures  you  report  him  to  have  said.' 
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"  In  sending  this  letter  to  the  public  press,  ai 
I  purpose  doing,  it  is  merely  that  I  may  fix  upon 
the  employers  the  disgrace  of  such  conduct  as  is 
pursued  by  the  employed. 

"  I  am,  yours  truly, 

"  J.  R.  O.  WEST." 

This  "  Christian "  minister  evidently  thought 
that  he  could  injure  me  in  the  eyes  of  some  of  the 
gentlemen  to  whom  he  sent  the  circular,  or  that 
perhaps  he  could  induce  them  to  withdraw  their 
subscriptions  from  the  Union.  In  both  these 
points  he  failed.  A  few  days  after  the  issue  of  the 
circular,  the  Rochdale  Observer  published  the 
following  :  — 

"  MR.  HOWES  AND  TITHES  ON  THE  CORNISH 
FISHERIES. 

"  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  has  sent  us  the  following 
respecting  a  letter  of  the  Rev.  J.  R.  O.  West, 
which  we  published  in  a  recent  issue,  in  which  he 
stigmatised  as  '  monstrous  misstatements  '  what 
Mr.  Howes  had  said  about  the  payments  at 
Mevagissey  being  £i  133.  4d.  per  seine  or  net,  and  at 
Fowey  £i  us.  6d.  Mr.  Howes  says  : — •'  On  seeing 
this,  I  wrote  to  a  gentleman  (who  is  a  captain  of 
mines  and  a  churchwarden)  and  have  received 
the  following  reply.' 

"  New  House, 

"  Tywardreath, 

March  2Oth,  1886. 

"Dear  Mr.  Howes, — I  duly  received  yours  of 
the  I5th,  and  have  gathered  the  following  in- 
formation : — Tithes  are  paid  only  on  pilchards 
caught  in  large  pilchard  seines.  All  fishing 
stations  of  Cornwall  are  subject  to  pay  tithes  on 
seine  fishing.  St.  Ives  seine  owners  two  years 
since  paid  a  sum  of  money  and  finished  with  tithe 
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paying  for  ever  on  their  fish.  Fowey  has  no  seine 
fishing  trade,  hence  no  tithes.  Mevagissey  paid 
her  last  in  1881,  because  seine  pilchard  fishing  is 
a  thing  of  the  past  with  them.  The  tithe  is  one- 
tenth  of  what  the  men  share,  and  £i  135.  4d. 
yearly  on  the  seine  owner,  whether  fish  is  caught 
or  not.  Should  this  industry  revive,  these  charges 
would  be  enforced  as  before.  In  1872  were  caught 
in  the  seines  of  Messrs.  Fox,  of  Falmouth,  near 
St.  Mawes,  three  million  pilchards.  The  parson 
claimed  his  tithes  on  them,  and  the  great  unpaid 
of  St.  Austell  decided  the  case  in  favour  of  the 
parson,  and  distrained  on  the  Fox's  property  to 
pay  the  tithes.  This  tithe-paying  has  driven 
nearly  all  the  seine  industry  out  of  the  country. 
Any  other  information  I  should  be  glad  to  give 
you  at  any  time,  at  least,  I  would  try  my  best  to 
get  it.— Truly  yours, 

"  JOSIAH  THOMAS." 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  letter  that  the  clergy 
had,  and  still  have,  the  power  to  take  tithe  from 
the  poor  fishermen,  and  where  the  clergy  do  not 
get  it,  it  is  because  the  tithing  system  has  des- 
troyed the  fishing  industry  in  that  place. 

Working  men,  how  long  will  you  permit  the 
"  State  Church  "  to  plunder  you  and  yours  in  this 
way  ? 

A  very  pious  old  lady  was  one  day  protesting 
to  her  vicar  against  his  fox-hunting  propensities. 
"  I  have  never  read,"  she  said,  "  in  the  Bible  that 
any  of  the  apostles  went  out  shooting,  my  lord." 
"  Well,  you  see,"  returned  his  lordship,  cheerfully, 
"  all  their  spare  time  they  spent  out  fishing." 
Yes,  the  early  apostles  were  fish  catchers,  the 
latter-day  vicars  are  fish  taxers. 
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CHAPTER   XIII. 

REV.  J.  R.  O.  WEST  RETIRES  FROM  PUBLIC  LIFE  — 
REV.  MR.  BERGER'S  EXIT —-PRESENTATION  AT 
LITTLEBOROUGH. 

A  FEW  weeks  after  the  events  recorded  in  the 
last  chapter,  the  Rev.  West  was  announced  to 
lecture  at  Armley,  Leeds.  A  friend  of  mine  sent 
to  know  if  questions  or  discussion  would  be 
allowed.  Being  answered  in  the  negative,  I 
issued,  at  once,  this  bill :— - 

"RELIGIOUS    EQUALITY. 

"  HAVING  BEEN  INFORMED  THAT 

"NO    QUESTIONS 

"  WILL   BE   ALLOWED  AT   THE 

"CHURCH    DEFENCE    MEETING, 

"  ON    THURSDAY    NEXT, 

"MR.    J.    HOWES 
"  WILL  NOT  BE  THERE  ; 
"  BUT  WILL  DELIVER  A  LECTURE  IN  THE 
"  TEMPERANCE  HALL,  WESLEY  ROAD,  ARMLEY, 

"  ON  MONDAY  EVENING,  MARCH  1ST,    l886. 
"  SUBJECT  : — '  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  PROTESTANT 

STATE  CHURCH— A  TALE  OF  PERSECUTION.' 

"  REV.  J.  R.  O.  WEST  WILL  BE  REQUESTED  TO 

"  ATTEND." 

The  following  letters  passed  between  us  : — 
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"5,  Stansfield  Street, 

"  Armley,  Leeds. 

"  Feb.  22nd,  1886. 

"  Rev.  Sir, — -I  intend  to  reply  to  your  lecture 
delivered  at  Armley,  on  Monday,  Feb.  8th.  My 
reply  will  be  given  in  the  Temperance  Hall,  on 
Monday,  March  ist,  when  I  shall  be  very  glad 
if  you  can  make  it  convenient  to  be  present,  as 
the  fullest  facilities  will  be  offered  for  discussion. 
"  Yours  faithfully, 

"J.  HOWES." 

"St.  Stephen's  Rectory, 

"  Chorlton-on-Medlock, 

"  22/2/'86. 

"  Sir,— Your  letter  is  duly  to  hand.  I  have 
other  work  to  do  than  bandying  words  with 
agents  of  political  organisations,  when  no  good 
end  can  be  served.  My  lecture,  which  you  heard, 
spoke  for  itself. 

"Yours,  J.  R.  O.  WEST." 

Mr.  West  did  not  attend  my  meeting,  and  I  did 
not  hear  any  more  of  him  after  this. 

Again  I  was  wanted  at  Littleborough.  It  was 
thought  that  we  ought  to  give  Mr.  Berger  one 
more  chance.  Therefore  I  lectured  on  another 
aspect  of  the  Disestablishment  question,  and  an 
invitation  was  sent  to  the  reverend  gentleman 
to  attend.  I  afterwards  heard  that  Mr.  Berger 
thought  that  some  of  his  Church  friends  had 
sent  for  him.  Be  that  as  it  may,  he  came,  and  the 
people  enjoyed  themselves  very  much.  The 
Rochdale  Observer,  at  the  end  of  a  very  full  report, 
said  :— • 

"  That  political  feeling  always  runs  high  in 
Littleborough  is  a  well-known  fact,  but  of  late 
the  Littleborians  have  astonished,  not  only  those 
who  knew  this  fact  before,  but  even  themselves, 
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by  the  extraordinary  pitch  of  enthusiasm  to 
which  they  have  been  aroused  on  the  ever-present 
*  Disestablishment '  and  '  Disendowment '  ques- 
tion. The  meetings  which  have  lately  been  held 
in  Littleborough  to  consider  this  long-lived  sub- 
ject have  been  memorable  in  many  ways ;  and 
the  last  one,  which  was  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
was  very  similar  to  its  predecessors,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  it  was  not  protracted  until  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  Temperance  Hall 
was  indescribably  crowded  with  human  beings, 
and  as  every  one  of  them  appeared  to  take  the 
deepest  possible  interest  in  the  proceedings,  it  is 
very  probable  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  admir- 
able brevity  of  Mr.  Howes  in  his  lecture,  and  the 
suggestion  made  by  the  chairman,  close  upon 
eleven  o'clock,  even  the  two-o' clock-in- the-morn- 
ing  meeting  would  have  had  to  make  way  for 
another  '  longest  on  record.'  ' 

"  It  goes  without  saying  that  the  meeting  was 
exciting.  No  Littleborough  meeting,  with  such  a 
subject  and  such  a  disputant  as  Mr.  Berger  before 
it,  could  be  otherwise.  This  acknowledged  repre- 
sentative of  the  '  Church  Defenders  '  has,  amongst 
his  own  party,  the  reputation  of  being  a  very 
clever  debater  ;  but  somehow  or  other,  his  recent 
performances  at  Littleborough  have  only  had  the 
effect  of  forcing  his  hearers  to  believe  that  it  is 
hopeless  to  expect  anything  like  either  consis- 
tency, consideration,  or  proof  from  him.  At  the 
meeting  on  the  4th  inst.  he  repeatedly  declined 
to  answer  questions  that  were  put  to  him,  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  hypothetical,  and  that 
such  questions  ought  not  to  be  put ;  and  yet 
last  Thursday  night  he  over  and  over  again  put 
plainly  hypothetical  questions  to  Mr.  Howes,  and 
insisted  upon  them  being  answered.  Mr.  Berger's 
marked  loquaciousness,  his  declining  to  obey  the 
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ruling  of  the  chair,  and  his  peremptory  orders  to 
Mr.  Howes  to  '  sit  down/  manifested  an  exceed- 
ingly lamentable  want  of  respect  for  the  feelings 
of  others  ;  and  his  insistency  upon  strict  proof 
for  everything  that  was  advocated  by  his  oppo- 
nent, and  everything  that  Mr.  Berger  said  being 
taken  for  granted,  without  further  inquiry,  showed 
a  no  less  regrettable  degree  of  arrogance,  which 
forcibly  reminded  us  of  '  Bombastes  Furioso.' 

"  Of  Mr.  Howes  we  have  nothing  new  to  say. 
On  Thursday  night  he  was  as  cool  and  lucid  as 
ever,  and  having  practically  driven  Mr.  West 
out  of  the  field  of  real  controversy,  he  will  prob- 
ably cause  Mr.  Berger  to  '  follow  suit '  before 
long.  Mr.  Berger's  vain  prognostication,  anent 
the  '  conquering  hero/  was  highly  amusing  to  the 
people  of  Littleborough  who  heard  it,  but  we 
cannot  help  thinking  he  will  live  to  see  that  in- 
stead of  his  boast  being  fulfilled,  it  has  only 
helped  to  drive  another  nail  into  the  coffin  of  the 
abuse-producing  Church  and  State  connection ; 
which,  as  Mr.  Howes  puts  it,  causes  our  Bishops 
to  be  chosen  by  a  Parliamentary  leader,  and  then 
sends  the  clergy  to  their  altars,  to  ask  God  to 
direct  them  aright  in  the  choice  that  they  are 
'  about  to  make/  when  they  know  that  the 
choice  has  already  been  made,  and  that  they 
cannot  alter  it." 

After  this  meeting  there  was  further  talk  of 
another  public  debate.  A  long  correspondence  took 
place  in  the  local  papers,  and  in  order  to  bring 
the  affair  to  a  head,  I  had  the  Rochdale  and 
Littleborough  district  placarded  with  this  bill  :  — 

"  To  THE  TORY  PARTY  OF  LITTLEBOROUGH. 

"  Gentlemen, — What  are  you  doing  in  reference 
to  the  proposed  debate  on  Disestablishment  ? 
Surely,  after  all  the  challenges  of  your  valiant 
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champions,  you  do  not  desire  to  let  the  matter 
drop.  You  have  had  sufficient  opportunity  of 
testing  the  abilities  of  the  gentlemen  who  you 
have  brought  into  this  district — Mr.  Senior,  of 
Oldham  ;  the  Rev.  J.  R.  O.  West,  of  Manchester  ; 
and  last,  but  not  least,  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Berger, 
of  Bolton.  I  should  prefer  to  meet  Mr.  Berger,. 
but  do  not  wish  to  tie  you  down  to  any  one  person. 
I  am  anxious  that  the  debate  should  take  place, 
and  rather  than  the  proposal  should  fall  through, 
I  am  willing  to  meet  the  above-named  gentlemen 
all  at  once.  I  propose  the  Socratic  method  of 
debate— ^my  opponents  to  question  me  for,  say, 
fifteen  minutes  each,  and  I  to  question  any  one 
or  all  of  them  for  thirty  minutes,  thus  giving 
them  forty-five  minutes  to  my  thirty. 

"  Subject  for  debate  : — '  The  Disestablishment 
and  Disendowment  of  the  Protestant  State 
Church/  Books  and  documents  used  to  be  at  the 
service  of  all  disputants.  I  am  ready  to  place  my 
vacant  dates  at  the  disposal  of  any  committee 
that  may  be  appointed  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  debate,  which  I  hope  will  take  place 
without  further  unnecessary  delay. 

"  Yours,  J.  HOWES." 

This  finished  the  business  ;    no  further  move 
was  made  by  our  opponents,  and  I  never  heard 
anything  more  of  Mr.  Berger  in  any  part  of  the 
country. 
A  week  later  the  Rochdale  Observer  published  this  r 

"  In  recognition  of  the  services  which  Mr. 
Howes  has  rendered  to  the  Liberation  cause  in 
Littleborough,  and  as  a  tribute  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  has  performed  his  work,  we  learn 
that  a  testimonial  will  shortly  be  presented  to 
the  popular  lecturer  and  debater.  The  testimonial 
is  being  generously  subscribed  to,  and  will  reach 
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a  substantial  sum.  The  most  gratifying  thing 
about  the  affair  is  that  the  effort  is  a  spontaneous 
one,  on  the  part  of  a  number  of  ladies,  and  that 
the  whole  matter  is  being  carried  out  by  a  ladies' 
committee." 

On  May  5th  the  same  paper  said  :  — 
"  Since  the  debate  with  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Berger 
at  Littleborough  Mr.  Howes  has  received  several 
very  kind  letters,  thanking  him  for  the  ability 
which  he  displayed  on  that  occasion.  Some  ad- 
mirer has  also  sent  him  a  silk  handkerchief,  and 
a  shawl  has  been  presented  to  Mrs.  Howes." 

On  the  igth  of  May  Mrs.  Howes  and  myself  had 
to  journey  to  Littleborough,  at  the  request  of 
the  Women's  Liberal  Association.  A  public  tea 
was  arranged,  of  which  500  persons  partook. 
After  tea,  the  hall  was  crowded,  although  sixpence 
each  was  charged  for  admission.  The  presenta- 
tions consisted  of  a  very  handsome  illuminated 
address,  a  purse  containing  twenty  guineas,  and 
a  silver-plated  cruet  stand,  which  the  ladies 
presented  to  Mrs.  Howes. 

The  local  paper  reported  as  follows  :  — 
"  Mr.  Howes,  who  was  most  enthusiastically 
received,  and  who  spoke  with  much  feeling,  said  : 
"  '  Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  never 
but  once  before  in  my  life  have  I  been  placed  in 
similar  circumstances  to  these.  That  once  was  in 
the  town  of  Newport,  in  Monmouthshire,  when, 
after  assisting  to  overthrow  the  nominees  of  Lord 
Tredegar  and  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  we  succeeded 
in  returning,  for  the  first  time  for  a  very  long 
period,  a  Liberal  Member  of  Parliament  for  that 
Division.  (Cheers.)  Some  time  after  that  the 
Conservative  party  of  Newport,  trying  to  retrieve 
the  position  they  had  lost,  found  a  champion  who 
undertook  to  defend  their  cause  in  debate.  I  was 
honoured  by  receiving  an  invitation  to  meet  him. 
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We  had  a  two-nights'  debate,  after  which  I  spoke 
on  each  remaining  night  in  that  week  in  the  town, 
but  the  Tory  lecturer  left  Newport  the  morning 
after  the  discussion.  (Laughter  and  applause.) 

"  '  Some  little  time  after  this  the  working  men 
of  Newport  presented  me  with  the  watch  and 
chain  that  I  now  wear.  (Applause.)  That  presen- 
tation was  made  in  July,  1883,  and  I  am  sure  that 
that  occasion  in  Newport,  together  with  this,  I 
shall  remember  as  long  as  my  memory  serves  me. 
(Cheers.) 

"  '  Nothing  can  be  better  than  to  know  that 
my  humble  efforts  have  been  appreciated  by  my 
friends.  (Applause.)  I  say  nothing  can  be  better 
than  that,  but  perhaps  there  is  something  a 
little  better,  and  that  is  to  know  that  one's  en- 
deavours are  not  appreciated  by  one's  enemies. 
(Laughter  and  applause.)  Ever  since  I  commenced 
the  study  of  politics,  I  have  been  a  fighting 
politician.  ('  Hear,  hear,'  and  a  laugh.)  I  have, 
perhaps,  at  times  been  a  little  too  hard  on  my 
opponents,  but  even  in  that  case,  I  think  I  may 
plead  that  the  opponents  have  returned  the 
compliment.  ('  Hear,  hear,'  and  laughter.) 

"  I  do  not  ask  for  quarter,  and  I  never  profess  to 
give  any,  but  I  hope  I  may  say  I  do  not  attempt 
to  strike  below  the  belt,  and  that  whenever  my 
opponents  like  to  try  any  unfair  methods  I  leave 
the  monopoly  of  that  business  entirely  to  them. 
(Applause.)  I  have  great  sympathy  with  my 
opponents,  because  I  believe  they  have  a  very 
difficult  task  in  hand.  I  do  not  undervalue  for  a 
moment  the  great  ability  and  superior  position  of 
the  gentlemen  I  have  met  in  debate.  When  I 
remember  that  they  have  had  the  advantages  of 
education,  and  that  they  are  connected  with  the 
aristocratic  party  of  this  country,  and  have  wealth 
at  their  disposal,  when  I  remember  all  this,  I 
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recognise  that  it  is  only  because  their  cause  is  bad 
that  they  are  not  able  to  do  much  better  than 
they  have  done.  ('  Hear,  hear.') 

"  There  are  one  or  two  points  that  I  must  ask 
your  permission  to  refer  to  in  reference  to  the 
business  that  we  have  been  engaged  upon  in  this 
district  from  time  to  time.  This  question  of  Dis- 
establishment and  Disendowment  is  a  very  com- 
plicated one,  and  a  man  who  undertakes  to  deal 
with  it  must  devote  a  great  deal  of  time  to  its 
consideration.  It  requires  not  only  a  large  amount 
of  study,  but  also  a  considerable  outlay.  You 
must  purchase  Blue  Books  and  Parliamentary  Docu- 
ments, and  become  familiar  with  the  past  history 
of  your  country.  This  is  what  I  have  had  to  do, 
and  after  taking  all  the  care  possible,  I  have  been 
startled  frequently  when,  having  delivered  myself 
of  my  knowledge  on  this  question,  I  have  found 
the  intellect  of  the  district,  and  when  I  speak  of 
intellect  I  mean,  of  course,  the  vicars — (laughter) — 
come  down  upon  me  and  declare  that  what  I  had 
said  was  entirely  false.  (Laughter.)  I  know  it 
is  quite  possible  for  me  to  make  a  mistake.  All 
I  could  say  hitherto  was  that  I  tried  to  be  as 
careful  as  possible  ;  but  now  I  can  go  further,  and 
say  that  however  many  mistakes  I  may  have 
made,  my  opponents,  up  to  this  monfent,  have 
failed  to  discover  them.  ('  Hear,  hear.')  I  know 
they  have  been  investigating,  and  trying  hard  to 
discover  my  weak  place,  but  as  yet  it  is  shielded 
from  their  view.  I  hope  they  will  go  on  investi- 
gating, because  as  soon  as  they  discover  where 
I  am  weak,  I  shall  do  my  best  to  acquire  additional 
strength.  (Applause  and  laughter.) 

"  Proceeding  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the 
tithe  on  the  pilchard  fisheries,  Mr.  Howes  main- 
tained that  although  his  original  statement,  that 
in  some  parts  of  Cornwall  the  Church  takes  tithe 
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irom  the  pilchard  fishermen,  had  been  disputed 
by  the  Rev.  J.  R.  O.  West,  it  had  not  been  in  any 
way  disproved. 

"  Mr.  West  objected  to  him  (Mr.  Howes)  be- 
cause he  was  a  paid  agent.  Well,  if  he  was  a  paid 
agent  and  Mr.  West  was  not,  he  (Mr.  Howes) 
would  willingly  change  salaries  with  him.  (Loud 
laughter  and  cheering.) 

"  In  order  to  thrash  out  this  pilchard  fishery 
question,  he  (Mr.  Howes)  had  recently  written  to  the 
vicars  all  over  Cornwall,  and  although  these  gentle- 
men were  strangers  to  him,  he  gathered  from  their 
replies  that  they  were  all  Conservatives.  (Laughter.) 

"  All  that  he  asked  them  was  this  :  '  Does  the 
power  to  take  tithe  on  the  pilchard  fisheries 
still  exist  in  your  district  ?  if  not,  when  did  it 
cease  to  exist  ?  and  if  it  does  exist,  what  is  the 
amount  now  taken  ? '  In  each  case  he  sent  a 
stamped  directed  envelope  for  reply,  so  that  the 
vicars  would  either  have  to  send  him  a  reply  or 
keep  his  stamp.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  One 
or  two  of  the  vicars  candidly  answered  the  question, 
one  or  two  of  them  tried  to  evade  the  matter  in  a 
very  peculiar  manner,  and  others  were  very 
furious  and  used  very  strong  language.  (Laughter.) 

"  The  vicar  of  St.  Ives  wrote  :— •*'  I  would  have 
you  to  knftw  that  the  fish  tithe  has  been  paid  to 
the  Church  since  the  Reformation.  The  greater 
tithe,  which  includes  some  part  of  the  fish  tithe, 
has  always  been  paid  to  the  rector.' 

"  The  vicar  of  Mevagissey  replied  :—>'  There  are 
no  seines  here  now,  and  there  have  not  been  for 
some  time.'  . 

"  Mr.  Howes  wrote  again :  — •'  Have  you  the  power 
to  revive  the  tithe  ?  '  The  only  answer  he  could 
get  from  the  vicar  was  a  post  card  bearing  the 
words  :— «'  Dear  Sir,— -You  had  better  consult  a 
lawyer.'  (Much  laughter.) 
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"  The  vicar  of  Penzance  wrote  to  the  effect  that 
the  greater  tithe  there,  including  the  fish  tithe, 
was  purchased  some  years  ago  by  a  private  firm 
of  solicitors,  who  had  found  such  difficulty  in 
enforcing  the  payment  of  the  tithe  on  fish,  on 
account  of  the  indignation  of  the  fishermen  and 
their  wives  against  the  charge,  that  they  had  given 
it  up. 

'  The  vicar  of  Charlestown  said  :  — >'  There  is  a 
terrier  amongst  the  documents  of  St.  AusteH's 
Church  which  authorises  tithe  upon  the  pilchards 
in  this  district.' 

"  Another  vicar  wrote  :— >'  I  have  received  your 
letter  in  which  you  enquire — does  the  power  exist 
to  take  tithe  on  the  seine  fishery,  etc.  ?  As  a 
matter  of  courtesy  I  do  not  decline  to  give  you  a 
reply,  but  I  should  like  to  make  it  as  brief  as 
possible.  At  the  same  time  it  is  not  possible  to 
say  simply  yes  or  no.  (Laughter.)  I  think  it 
is  equally  impossible  to  make  a  reply  which  might 
not,  in  the  hands  of  unscrupulous  individuals,  be 
used  to  convey  a  false  impression.  You  ask  if 
I  have  power.  What  is  that  ?  Force,  or  Law, 
or  what  ?  (Laughter.)  You  say  '  exists.'  Where  ? 
When  ?  Here,  or  in  a  Court  of  Law  ?  (Renewed 
laughter.)  You  say  my  '  district.'  I  have  none,  I 
am  vicar  of  this  '  parish.'  (Much  laughter.)  But  to 
come  to  the  point — (laughter) — I  may  inform  you 
that  the  tithe  on  fish  has  been  recognised  by  the 
Imperial  and  the  Local  Court,  and  that  being  so, 
I  have,  of  course,  the  power  to  collect  it.'  (A 
voice  :  '  Certainly.'  Applause.) 

"  Another  vicar  said  that  the  tithe  had  not  been 
collected  in  his  district  recently,  but  the  power 
to  levy  such  tithes  still  existed,  and  had  existed 
over  1,200  years.  The  tithe  to  which  that  vicar 
was  entitled  was  los.  for  each  net  put  into  the  sea, 
whether  fish  were  caught  or  not.  (Cries  of 
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'  Shame.')  These  letters  proved  his  (the  speaker's) 
position  up  to  the  hilt.  (Cheers.)  Mr.  Howes 
concluded  amid  loud  applause." 

The  concluding  comment  of  the  Rochdale 
Observer  was  as  follows  :— > 

"  The  magnificent  meeting  held  at  the  Reform 
Club  on  Saturday,  the  great  enthusiasm  which 
prevailed,  and  the  splendid  ovation  accorded  to 
Mr.  Howes,  are  a  fitting  termination  to  a  much 
vexed  controversy.  Surely  never  was  disputant 
so  thoroughly  and  completely  extinguished  as  has 
been  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Berger.  The  additional  in- 
formation which  the  popular  Reform  Union 
Lecturer  was  able  to  lay  before  his  friends  on 
Saturday  night  relative  to  the  Cornish  Fisheries, 
showed  how  determined  have  been  his  opponents 
in  their  endeavour  to  prevent  him  from  making 
good  his  case,  and  to  injure  his  name  and  repu- 
tation in  connection  with  the  Reform  Union ; 
but  happily  the  stronger  determination  of  Mr. 
Howes,  coupled  with  his  faith  of  the  justice  in  the 
cause  he  advocates,  has  enabled  him  to  check- 
mate them." 

These  letters  from  the  vicars  of  Cornwall 
finished  the  controversy  with  the  Rev.  West.  I 
heard  of  him  no  more. 

Before  the  first  Bishop  of  New  Zealand  left 
England,  Sydney  Smith,  in  taking  leave,  affected 
to  impress  upon  his  friend  the  dangers  of  his 
mission.  "  You  will  find,"  he  said,  "  in  preaching 
to  cannibals,  that  their  attention,  instead  of 
being  occupied  by  the  spirit,  will  be  concentrated 
on  the  flesh  ;  for  I  am  told  that  they  never  break- 
fast without  a  cold  missionary  on  the  sideboard." 

,If  Sydney  Smith's  cannibals  had  their  attention 
"  concentrated  on  the  flesh,"  we  may  safely  say 
that  most  of  these  Cornish  vicars  had  their  atten- 
tion concentrated  on  the  fish. 
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IRISH    LAND    PURCHASE— MOONLIGHT    RAMBLES  — 
MR.     WADDINGTON'S     NON-APPEARANCE     AT 
PONTYPOOL. 

MY  next  work  was  taking  part  in  the  Election 
in  the  Leek  Division  of  Staffordshire.  Soon  after 
I  arrived  in  the  constituency— at  the  suggestion 
of  the  local  Liberal  Leaders— I  issued  the  fol- 
lowing :  — 

"  CHALLENGE  TO  CONSERVATIVES. 
"  ELECTORS  OF  THE  LEEK  DIVISION. 

"  Gentlemen, — The  Tories  are  at  their  old  game 
of  misrepresentation  and  deceit.  Feeling  that 
they  cannot  win  this  Division  by  fair  and  honour- 
able means,  they  are  now  circulating  a  bill, 
stating  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  Home  Rule  proposal 
means  '  the  disruption  of  the  Empire.  The  pay- 
ment of  £150,000,000  to  the  landlords  of  Ireland 
by  the  taxpayers  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales, 
or  £5  per  head  for  every  man,  woman,  and  child.' 

"  There  is  not  a  single  word  of  truth  in  the  above 
statement. 

"  I  shall  be  addressing  meetings  in  various  parts 
of  this  constituency  during  this  week,  and  I 
challenge  any  member  of  the  Tory  party  to  prove 
from  Mr.  Gladstone's  Land  Purchase  Bill  that  the 
British  taxpayer  can  possibly  ever  be  called  upon 
to  pay  a  single  penny.  If  the  Tories  believe  their 
statements  to  be  true,  they  will  accept  this 
challenge.  If  they  do  not  accept  it,  it  will  show 
you  (the  Electors)  how  dishonourable  their  tactics 
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are.  In  any  case  I  shall  prove  to  you  during  the 
week  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  Bill  is  a  perfectly 
safe  one. 

"  Therefore  I  ask  you  to  poll  early  on  Monday 
next  for  your  tried  friend,  Mr.  Crompton,  and  show 
the  Tory  party  that  you  are  not  to  be  gulled. 
"  Yours  respectfully, 

"  J.  HOWES. 
"  Liberal  Club,  Leek,  July  6th." 

The  Liberal  Association  about  the  same  time 
sent  out  this  : — 

"  CHALLENGE  TO  DEBATE  TORYISM. 

"  Liberal  Club, 

"  9th  July,  1886. 

"  Dear  Sir,— Inasmuch  as  you  have  allowed 
to  be  posted  on  your  King  Street  Boardings  a 
bill  announcing  Mr.  Pettifer's  desire  to  meet  Mr. 
Howes  in  Public  Debate,  we  desire  to  know  if 
your  Association  would  be  willing  to  put  Mr. 
Pettifer  forward  as  its  representative  to  defend 
Toryism  against  Mr.  Howes  in  this  town  ;  if  so, 
we  shall  be  willing  to  make  arrangements  at  once, 
so  that  the  debate  may  take  place  as  soon  as 
possible.  A  reply  at  your  earliest  possible  con- 
venience will  greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

"  ALF.  H.  MOORE,  Hon.  Sec. 
41  Leek  Division  Liberal  Association. 
'  To  the   Secretary,   Leek  Conservative  Asso- 
ciation. 

"  VOTE  FOR  CROMPTON." 

During  this  visit  to  the  Leek  Division,  a  party 
of  us  went  out  one  Saturday  night  to  have  a 
meeting  at  the  small  town  of  Rocester.  Our 
driver  was  not  familiar  with  the  road.  After  the 
meeting  he  started  to  take  us  home,  but  when 
we  had  got  a  few  miles  on  the  way,  he  took  the 
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wrong  turn,  and  we  went  round  about  for  a  very 
long  time,  only  to  find  ourselves  back  at  the  point 
from  which  we  had  started  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting.  Of  course,  the  local  Tory  paper  got  to 
hear  of  this  exploit,  and  they  published  the 
following  :  — 

"  '  When  the  moon's  in  the  full,  then  wet's  in 
the  wane.'  So  observes  Banks  in  the  '  Witch  of 
Edmonton.'  The  moon  was  in  the  full  on  Satur- 
day night,  the  i6th  inst.,  and,  from  what  we  read, 
some  of  our  leading  lights  of  Radicalism  belonging 
to  Leek,  were  very  considerably  moon-stricken  ; 
indeed,  their  proceedings  throughout  were  indica- 
tive of  a  degree  of  political  moonshine  which 
should  warn  those  who  they  sought  to  convert 
against  becoming  as  foolish  as  the  men  who  aped 
the  position  of  their  instructors.  The  record 
saith  that  Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  of  the  National 
Reform  Union,  on  the  night  above  named,  de- 
livered the  last  of  a  series  of  lectures  in  the  Leek 
Division,  the  place  favoured  being  the  Rocester 
School-room. 

"  Returning  home,  these  '  intelligent  politicians  ' 
lost  their  way,  they  were  driven  over  a  road 
twice,  and  they  more  than  doubled  the  distance 
between  Rocester  and  Leek.  Indeed,  they  so 
admirably  acted  the  part  of  the  '  moon-raker/ 
that  when  approaching  a  farm-house  for  the  second 
time  during  the  journey,  their  dazed  appearance 
caused  the  farmer's  wife  to  stagger  with  affright, 
and  she  was  only  assured  that  ghosts  were  not 
before  her  when  one  of  the  party  inquired  which 
was  the  way  to  Leek.  '  Oh !  I  am  so  glad  y'n 
spokken,'  she  exclaimed,  and  then  added,  '  That's 
naw  wey  t'  Leek  ;  yo're  gooin't'  Utcher.  If  yo' 
had  na  spokken  Oi  shoild  o'  thowt  yo'd  bin  super- 
nattral ;  oh  !  O'im  soo  glad  y'n  spokken.'  And 
so  these  worthies  proceeded  on  with  what  they 

149 


TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS'  FIGHT  WITH  THE  TORIES. 

are  pleased  to  call  their  '  journey  round  the  moon,' 
and  they  did  not  reach  Leek  till  nearly  three 
o'clock  on  Sunday  morning." 

In  December,  the  following  correspondence  took 
place  : — 

"  A  CHALLENGE. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Todmorden  and  District 

News. 

"  Sir, — I  see  the  Tories  have  been  at  their  old 
game  again.  Some  time  ago  I  gave  a  lecture 
in  your  district  on  '  Ireland.'  Since  then,  a 
gentleman  has  been  brought  over  from  Ireland 
to  reply  to  my  lecture.  I  see,  by  a  newspaper 
cutting  sent  me  that  this  gentleman  lectured  at 
Walsden  under  the  auspices  of  the  Walsden  Con- 
servative Club.  Had  I  been  about  to  reply  to  a 
Conservative  lecturer,  I  should  have  sent  word  to 
the  Conservative  Association  of  the  district,  in- 
forming them  of  the  fact,  so  that  they  might 
have  had  someone  there,  if  they  deemed  it  ad- 
visable to  defend  their  side  of  the  question ;  but 
probably  my  Tory  friends  thought  it  wiser  to 
reply  in  my  absence.  I  therefore  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  publicly  challenging  the  Walsden  Con- 
servative Club  to  put  Mr.  J.  P.  Mannsell,  M.A., 
of  the  Irish  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Union,  and  late 
editor  of  the  Dublin  Evening  Mail,  forward  to 
meet  me  in  public  debate  in  the  Town  Hall,  Tod- 
morden, on  the  question  of  '  Should  Ireland  have 
Home  Rule  ? '  I  hope  the  secretary  of  the  Con- 
servative Club  will  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible 
whether  this  challenge  is  accepted,  so  that  I  may 
make  my  arrangements  accordingly. 

"  JOSEPH  HOWES. 

"  Brook  House,  Rochdale." 

'  The  idea  is  current  that  Mr.  Mannsell,  who 
recently  lectured  in  Walsden  on  behalf  of  the 
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Irish   Loyal   and   Patriotic   Union,   was   brought 
over  by  the  Conservatives  of   the  district  from 
Ireland  to  give  his  address.     Such  is  not  the  case. 
Mr.  Mannsell  is  at  present  the  editor  of  a  Conser- 
vative   paper,    published    in    this    country— >the 
halfpenny  daily  Derby  Express — which  was  started 
by  a  Constitutional  Company  about  two  years  ago. 
"  In  the  interests  of  truth,  and  the  spread  of 
an  actual  knowledge  of  the  Irish  question  among 
the  people  of  the  Middleton  Division,  it  is    most 
sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  challenge  thrown 
out  by  Mr.  Howes  to  meet  Mr.  Mannsell  in  debate 
will  be  accepted.     Mr.  Mannsell  does  not  look  like 
a  man  who  would  readily  show  the  white  feather, 
and  it  may  be   expected,  with  some  confidence, 
that  Mr.  Ramsbotham  and  the  other  gentlemen 
who  supported  Mr.  Mannsell  when  he  delivered 
his  reply  lecture  to  Mr.  Howes,  will  be  anxious 
to  do  what  they  can  to  bring  the  two  speakers 
face  to  face  upon  a  common  free  platform  for 
the    full    discussion    of    the    all-absorbing    Irish 
problem."— -Todmorden  Advertiser  (Tory). 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Advertiser. 

"  Sir,— In  reply  to  the  letter  in  your  last  week's 
issue,  signed  Joseph  Howes,  I  am  requested  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Walsden  Conservative  Club 
to  say  that  they  do  not  intend  to  ask  Mr.  Mannsell 
to  meet  him  in  public  debate  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Todmorden.  The  lectures  of  Mr.  Howes  and 
Mr.  Mannsell  have  been  duly  reported  in  your 
paper,  and  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  to  leave  the 
matter  for  the  consideration  of  your  readers. 
The  Walsden  Liberals,  however,  deemed  it  ad- 
visable to  call  in  the  aid  of  Mr.  Oldham  to  reply 
to  Mr.  Mannsell ;  if,  therefore,  they  no  longer 
require  the  services  of  Mr.  Howes,  might  we 
suggest  that  he  send  his  challenge  to  Lord 
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Hartington,  or  Mr.  Chamberlain  ?  Failing  these 
gentlemen,  perhaps  Colonel  Salis  Schwabe  would 
oblige  him. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  H.  CHADWICK,  Sec." 

The  Colonel  Schwabe  referred  to  was  the 
Unionist  Member  for  the  Division.  The  seat  has 
since  been  won  back  to  the  Liberal  party  by  Mr. 
J.  Duckworth.  I  heard  no  more  of  Mr.  Mannsell 
after  this. 

1887. — Early  in  this  year  I  found  myself  en- 
gaged in  controversy  with  Mr.  Chamberlain,  as  the 
following  letters  will  show. 

"  MR.  CHAMBERLAIN  AND  THE  IRISH 
LAND  QUESTION. 

"  A  Warrington  correspondent  recently  wrote 
to  Mr.  Chamberlain,  M.P.,  pointing  out  that  Mr. 
Howes,  a  Liberal  lecturer,  speaking  at  Warrington, 
quoted  a  speech  of  Lord  Salisbury,  somewhat  to 
the  effect  that  if  the  tenant  farmers  of  Ireland 
were  unable  to  pay  their  rents  in  accordance  with 
the  stipulation  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  the  State 
should  be  held  responsible,  and  make  up  the 
deficiency.  The  lecturer  added  that  not  one  of  the 
Liberal  Unionist  leaders  had  said  one  word  in 
condemnation  of  that  speech— ^a  statement  which 
was  disputed  by  Mr.  Chamberlain's  correspon- 
dent." 

In  reply,  Mr.  Chamberlain  writes  under  date 
Feb.  2ist,  1887,  as  follows  :— > 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  do  not  think  it  is  in  the  least 
necessary  for  me  to  defend  myself  against  the 
statements  of  an  itinerant  lecturer.  In  any  case 
I  could  not  do  so  without  seeing  the  exact  words 
used  by  him.  My  views  in  reference  to  the  Land 
Question  in  Ireland  have  been  fully  stated  in  my 
two  last  speeches  delivered  at  Hawick  and  Bir~ 
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mingham,  and  if  you  will  refer  to  these  you  will 
see  that  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  putting  risk  on 
the  shoulders  of  British  taxpayers,  and  that  I 
have  a  plan  of  dealing  with  the  subject  which  will 
avoid  this  necessity,  and  at  the  same  time  will 
secure  the  great  object  of  making  the  tenants 
owners  of  their  land.  I  remain  of  the  opinion— in 
spite  of  Mr.  Howes'  assurance — >that  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's Land  Bill  would  have  involved  the  country 
in  the  greatest  possible  risk  of  loss,  and  all  that 
has  occurred  since  confirms  the  opinions  which  I 
have  publicly  expressed  on  the  subject.  I  may 
add  that  I  am  having  all  my  speeches  on  the 
Irish  Question  collected  and  republished,  and 
when  the  volume  is  out  I  will  send  you  a  copy. 
"  Yours  truly, 

"J.  CHAMBERLAIN." 
(Daily  News,  Feb.  28th,  1887.) 

"  THE  '  ITINERANT  LECTURER  '  AND 
MR.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  News. 

"  Sir,— J  notice  a  paragraph  in  your  paper  of 
to-day  concerning  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  myself. 
Will  you  allow  me  to  point  out  that  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain, in  his  reply,  does  not  touch  the  question  I 
raised  in  my  lecture  at  Warrington  ?  What  I 
said  was  that  at  the  last  Election  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain and  others  deserted  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  threw 
in  their  lot  with  Lord  Salisbury  and  the  Tory 
party  ;  and  that  we  have  a  Tory  Government  in 
existence  at  the  present  time,  because  of  the  action 
of  seceding  Liberals.  The  last  General  Election 
turned  more  on  the  Land  Purchase  than  the 
Home  Rule  Bill ;  and  the  Tories  got  a  great 
number  of  votes  by  their  misrepresentation  of 
Mr.  Gladstone's  Land  Purchase  scheme.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  gave  the  people  to  understand  that 
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Mr.  Gladstone  proposed  to  buy  out  the  Irish 
landlords  at  the  English  taxpayers'  expense ; 
and  with  this  cry  the  Tories  and  seceding  Liberals 
called  the  voters  to  the  poll.  On  the  igth  of 
August,  1886,  Lord  Salisbury  made  a  speech  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  when  he  pointed  out  that 
the  Tory  Government  had  appointed  a  Commis- 
sion to  inquire  into  the  state  of  agricultural 
labourers  in  Ireland,  and  he  said  :  '  But  if  it 
should  come  out  that  the  Land  Courts  have  made 
blunders,  and  that  there  is  that  impossibility  in 
any  case  of  paying  rent,  I  think  it  is  not  the 
landlords  who  should  bear  the  loss.  I  think  this 
would  be  one  of  the  cases  for  the  application  of 
the  principle  of  purchase  by  the  State,  and  that 
the  State,  and  not  the  landlords,  must  suffer  for 
the  errors  of  the  past.'  Thus  we  see  Lord  Salis- 
bury advocating  the  very  thing  that  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain had  denounced  during  the  Election ;  and 
I  asked,  at  Warrington,  what  I  ask  again  now  : 
1  Has  Mr.  Chamberlain  or  any  other  leading 
Liberal  dissentient  protested  against  Lord  Salis- 
bury's change  of  front ;  or  do  they  still  intend 
to  support  him,  now  that  he  is  in  favour  of  the 
very  thing  they  supported  him  in  opposing  ? ' 
I  do  not  ask  what  Mr.  Chamberlain's  opinion  is 
concerning  the  Irish  Land  question  at  the  present 
time ;  but  what  about  this  acrobatic  feat  per- 
formed by  the  man  whom  Mr.  Chamberlain  was 
instrumental  in  returning  to  power  ? 

"  I  am,  etc., 

"J.  HOWES. 
"  Brook  House,  Rochdale.     Feb.  28th." 

In  March  I  was  again  lecturing  in  the  Leek 
Division.  At  one  meeting  at  which  I  spoke  on 
the  "  Plan  of  Campaign  in  Ireland,"  the  following 
passage-at-arms  took  place. 
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The  chairman  invited  questions,  whereupon 
Mr.  G.  G.  R.  Powell  rose  in  the  body  of  the  hall, 
and,  addressing  the  chairman,  said  : 

"  Are  you  still,  sir,  on  the  Commission  of 
Peace  ?  " 

The  chairman  :    "  I  am." 

"  And  you  have  sat  and  listened,  as  chairman 
of  a  meeting,  where  resistance  to  the  payment 
of  rents  is  advocated  ?  " 

"  I  have." 

Mr.  Howes  :  "  Will  you  ask  me  a  question 
on  the  point  ?  " 

Mr.  Powell :  "  Yes.  You  have  been  advocating 
a  refusal  to  pay  certain  rents,  and  said  that  you 
would  resist  by  force.  May  I  ask  you  if  that  is 
the  exact  point  ?  " 

Mr.  Howes  :  "  Yes,  under  the  circumstances  I 
have  described — viz.,  when  a  law  passed  by  a 
Parliament  that  was  closured  enabled  a  man  to 
go  and  burn  down  houses,  and  take  my  property, 
and  throw  me  on  the  road  side,  I  should  resist 
by  force.  If  I  didn't,  I  should  die."  (Loud  cheers.) 

"  Did  you,  on  the  seventh  of  May,  say  that  if 
the  tenants  refused  to  pay  their  rents  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Land  Bill,  you  would  certainly  evict  ?" 

"  I  should  never  say  anything  so  foolish." 

"  But  I  took  your  words  on  the  spot." 

"  I  see  the  drift  of  your  question.  It  is  whether 
I  condemned  evictions  altogether.  I  do  not  con- 
demn evictions  when  the  tenants  are  able  to  pay 
a  fair  rent.  If  the  rent  is  demanded  on  property 
which  belongs  to  the  landlord  at  a  time  when  the 
tenant  can  pay,  then  the  tenant  should  be  evicted 
if  he  does  not  " 

"  What  security  would  there  have  been  for  the 
repayment  of  the  money  proposed  to  be  lent  for 
the  purpose  of  letting  these  men  have  the  land 
under  Mr.  Gladstone's  Bill  ?  " 
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"  Have  you  read  Mr.  Gladstone's  Land  Bill  ?  " 

"  Yes." 

"  Under  Mr.  Gladstone's  Bill  the  man  who 
wishes  to  sell  must  first  go  to  the  Land  Court." 

"  If  a  man  still  finds  he  cannot  pay  a  reduced 
rent — you  would  still  evict  ?  " 

"  Your  case  is  impossible.  I  will  show  you 
why.  If  a  man  having  a  reduced  rent  cultivated 
the  land  so  that  he  could  sell  the  produce,  he 
could  pay  the  reduction.  No  longer  being  the 
tenant,  but  the  owner,  he  could  sell  to  someone 
else  the  tenant-right,  and  the  landlord  would  not 
have  the  power  to  evict.  ('  Hear,  hear.') 

Mr.  Powell  :    "I  am  quite  satisfied." 

Mr.  R.  De  T.  Sneyd  (Basford)  said  :  "I  know 
a  lady  personally,  who  is  in  the  workhouse  on 
account  of  not  having  obtained  any  rent  from 
her  tenant.  Is  it  true  ?  What  is  your  opinion 
of  that  ?  "  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Howes  :  "  When  you  tell  me  you  know  of 
a  case,  you  need  not  ask  me  if  it  is  true.  You  say 
you  know  a  lady  who  has  had  to  suffer  terribly, 
I  do  not  doubt  it.  But  what  was  your  idea  in 
putting  that  question  ?  Was  it  to  show  me  how 
bad  a  thing  it  was  that  this  lady  should  suffer  ? 
I  admit  with  you  that  it  is  dreadful ;  yet  I  will 
bring  you  a  thousand  cases  of  the  poor  who  suffer 
for  every  one  you  can  bring  of  the  cases  you  have 
mentioned.  I  wonder  how  anyone  can  have 
sympathy  with  a  single  lady,  and  not  with  the 
thousands  who  have  died  through  want ;  and  as 
to  this  so-called  lady,  in  her  case  it  was  the  vil- 
lainy of  the  laws  recoiling  upon  those  for  whose 
interest  these  laws  had  been  made." 

After  this  meeting  one  Tory  writer  said  that  I 
had  been  "  rambling  in  the  regions  of  political 
romance,  utterly  regardless  of  the  ruinous  recom- 
pense reasonably  resulting  of  rash  rampage." 
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Surely  this  disciple  had  been  sitting  at  the  feet 
of  Beaconsfield. 

A  rousing  and  enthusiastic  meeting  I  addressed 
in  the  Mechanics'  Institution,  Stockport,  at  this 
time,  made  the  Tories  of  that  town  very 
savage.  The  Stockport  Advertiser  (Tory)  came 
out  with  a  spicy  article  containing  the  follow- 
ing :  — 

"  Mr.  Howes,  though  originally  a  cobbler,  has 
considerable  tact.  He  can  roll  out  statement 
after  statement  ad  libitum,  and  knows  the  value 
of  a  tragic  style.  A  man  less  skilful  than  he 
would  hardly  have  hit  upon  so  ingenious  a  way 
of  arousing  the  audience  from  their  drowsiness 
as  calling  upon  them,  in  loud,  excited,  hoarse 
tones  to  '  bottle  up  their  indignation.'  The  audi- 
ence had  almost  forgotten,  under  the  spell  of  the 
chairman's  flat  concoction,  that  they  had  any 
indignation  ;  much  less  did  they  recollect  why 
they  should  have  any  ;  but  Mr.  Howes'  ingenious 
reminder  percolated  through  their  flagging,  error- 
charged  memories,  and  produced  a  roar  of  applause 
delightful  to  hear.  This  artful  dodge,  having 
succeeded,  Mr.  Howes  got  the  whip  hand  of  his 
audience,  whom  he  turned  this  way  and  that  way, 
right  and  left,  just  as  he  pleased,  until  exhausted 
nature  and  a  dearth  of  stock  arguments  put  a 
stop  to  his  career,  and  he  sat  down  amid  thun- 
derous applause,  feeling,  doubtless,  less  like  a 
cobbler  than  he  ever  did  in  his  life." 

During  this  year  a  long  correspondence  took 
place  in  the  Pontypool  Free  Press,  concerning  a 
proposed  debate  with  Mr.  Waddington,  but  my 
friends  were  unable,  at  this  time,  to  bring  this 
gentleman  up  to  the  mark  ;  therefore  the  follow- 
ing bill  was  issued,  and  I  lectured  to  large  audi- 
ences in  Pontypool. 
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"  DISESTABLISHMENT   DEBATE. 

"  The  North  Monmouthshire  Conservative 
Association,  having  failed  to  produce  Mr.  Wad- 
dington, or  any  other  speaker  to  debate  Mr. 
Howes  on  this  subject,  the  Pontypool  Liberal 
Association  will  fulfil  their  engagement,  and  put 
forward  Mr.  Howes,  who  will  address  the  public 
in  the  Town  Hall,  Pontypool,  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  January  3oth  and  3ist—  the  dates 
originally  agreed  upon. 

"ADMISSION  FREE. 

There  will  be  a  limited  number  of  reserved  seats 
at  sixpence  each.  Doors  open  at  7.30  ;  commence 
at  8." 

Upon  the  appearance  of  the  above,  the  Tories 
issued  the  following  :  — 

"  DISESTABLISHMENT  DEBATE. 

"  BE  IT  KNOWN 

"  That  the  Pontypool  Liberal  Association,  in 
issuing  their  announcement  of  the  visit  of  Mr. 
Howes,  state  that  we  have  failed  to  produce  Mr. 
Waddington,  or  any  other  speaker,  to  debate  on 
this  subject. 

"  In  justice  to  ourselves,  it  is  necessary  to  say 
that  the  acceptance  by  Mr.  Waddington  of  an 
official  position  in  the  Spalding  Division  of  Lin- 
colnshire, absolutely  prevents  his  lecturing  or 
debating  outside  that  district,  therefore  it  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  accept  the  dates  advertised ; 
but  as  already  stated,  we  are  fully  prepared  to 
keep  our  part  of  the  engagement,  by  producing 
an  opponent  for  Mr.  Howes,  who  shall  debate  on 
this  subject,  at  dates  to  be  agreed  upon. 
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"  We  believe  that  the  public  will  not  be  deluded 
by  the  endeavours  of  the  Disestablishment  Party 
to  obtain  a  cheap  victory  for  Mr.  Howes. 

"  H.  H.  CANNELL,  Sec., 
"North  Monmouthshire  Conservative  Association." 

Shortly  after  this,  I  came  across  Mr.  Wadding- 
ton,  lecturing  in  another  constituency,  thus 
proving  that  the  excuse  put  forward  by  Mr. 
Cannell  was  not  correct. 
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CHAPTER    XV. 

INVASION     OF    SMITHY     BRIDGE —-COLLAPSE     OF 
HEZEKIAH   SHARP. 

IN  October  I  was  again  lecturing  in  the  Rochdale 
district,  when  the  Tories  boasted  that  I  had  not 
yet  invaded  Smithy  Bridge,  which  is  a  suburb  of 
Rochdale.  Arrangements  were  at  once  made  for 
me  to  visit  this  spot.  The  Rochdale  Observer 
gave  the  following  report  of  the  meeting  :— . 

"  INVASION  OF  SMITHY  BRIDGE. 
"  THE  TORY  LIGHTS  HIDDEN  UNDER  A  BUSHEL. 

"  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  gave  a  very  instructive 
lecture  on  '  The  Last  Coercion  Bill/  in  the 
U.M.F.C.  School-room,  Smithy  Bridge,  on  Thurs- 
day evening.  The  room  was  full.  Mr.  R.  Nuttall, 
of  Littleborough,  presided. 

"  Mr.  Howes,  who  was  enthusiastically  received, 
said  he  had  seen  a  report  of  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Rochdale  Union  of  Conservative  Working 
Men's  Association,  and  at  that  meeting  the 
Salisbury  Club,  Smithy  Bridge,  was  well  repre- 
sented. One  gentleman  said  that  whilst  Mr. 
Howes  had  invaded  every  other  district,  he  had 
hitherto  given  Smithy  Bridge  a  wide  berth.  On 
reading  that,  the  speaker  thought  it  was  very  kind 
of  the  Conservatives  to  take  such  an  interest  in 
his  welfare,  and  he  was  there  that  night  to  invade 
Smithy  Bridge.  (Laughter.)  He  hoped  the 
Tories  were  there  in  great  strength  and  in  good 
form.  Mr.  Howes  then  proceeded  with  his  lecture, 
and  often  roused  his  hearers  to  quite  a  pitch  of 
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enthusiasm.  Their  opponents  he  described  as 
made  up  of  many  deserters  but  no  recruits.  He 
did  not  blame  the  Conservatives  at  all  for  the 
Coercion  Bill,  but  he  did  blame  the  seceding 
Liberals,  for  it  was  they  who  had  caused  it.  The 
tenants'  plan  of  campaign  Mr.  Howes  compared 
with  the  landlords'  plan  of  campaign,  contending 
that  one  was  as  right  as  the  other.  Incidentally 
he  mentioned  that  an  Irishman  had  had  his  rent 
increased  thirteen  times  in  one  house.  Chief 
Secretary  Balfour  was  severely  handled,  and  the 
whole  lecture  consisted  of  a  stirring  appeal  in 
favour  of  Liberalism. 

"  At  the  conclusion  questions  were  invited. 
After  a  pause,  Mr.  Howes  read  a  portion  of  the 
report  of  the  meeting  referred  to,  which  said 
that  the  Conservatives  of  Smithy  Bridge  were 
very  numerous,  and  did  not  hide  their  light  under 
a  bushel,  but  now,  remarked  the  speaker,  they 
appeared  to  be  very  much  under  a  bushel,  as 
not  a  single  question  was  asked. 

"  Unanimous  votes  of  thanks  brought  the 
meeting  to  a  close." 

Negotiations  were  again  resumed  with  the 
Pontypool  Tories,  who  at  length  agreed  to  produce 
Mr.  Waddington.  I  accordingly  met  that  gen- 
tleman in  November,  when  we  had  a  two  nights' 
debate  in  the  Pontypool  Town  Hall,  subject : 
"  Should  Ireland  Have  Home  Rule  ?  '  This 
debate  was  a  great  success.  The  local  papers 
gave  full  reports,  but  no  comments. 

My  next  opponent  was  Mr.  Hezekiah  Sharp, 
President  of  the  Tory  Working  Men's  Association, 
of  Rochdale.  He  had  been  challenged  at  a  public 
meeting  at  which  he  made  some  reference  to  my 
speeches ;  the  challenge  was  accepted,  and  a 
joint  committee  representing  the  Association  over 
which  Mr.  Sharp  presided,  and  the  National 
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Reform  Union,  was  formed  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements.  The  Rochdale  Times  (Tory)  said  :  — •• 

"  Mr.  Hezekiah  Sharp  has  long  been  an  effective 
platform  speaker,  and  he  admits  that  in  some 
measure  the  training  which  he  received  in  the 
local  Debating  Society  has  stood  him  in  good 
stead.  In  the  Castleton  East  Ward  Conservative 
Club  on  Tuesday  evening,  he  eclipsed  all  his 
previous  efforts.  His  views  were  explained  in 
plain,  homely  English,  without  any  attempt  at 
rhetoric,  and  his  meaning  he  made  clear  to  every 
understanding.  Mr.  Sharp  had  all  his  facts  at  his 
finger  ends,  and  the  method  in  which  he  arranged 
them  was  admirable.  In  the  forthcoming  debate 
with  '  shuffling  Joseph/  we  venture  to  prophesy 
that  he  will  acquit  himself  with  credit.  Mr. 
Howes  boasted  at  the  Public  Hall  the  other  night, 
that  the  Tories  had  never  convicted  him  of 
making  a  mistake,  but  surely  even  he,  will  not 
have  the  effrontery  to  repeat  the  statement  now." 

The  Tories  soon  put  a  rumour  about  that  I  was 
trying  to  evade  the  contest  with  Mr.  Sharp,  when 
the  Rochdale  Observer  published  the  following  :  — 

"  Tories  can  scarcely  accuse  Mr.  Howes  of 
wishing  to  shuffle  out  of  the  proposed  debate  with 
Mr.  Hezekiah  Sharp.  Anyone  who  has  heard  the 
two  men  lecture  or  debate  would  wonder  at  Mr. 
Howes  fighting  shy  of  such  an  encounter,  and 
that  such  is  not  his  disposition  will  be  readily  seen 
by  the  letters  he  has  contributed  to  our  columns. 
Having  got  released  from  an  engagement  in  the 
second  week  in  December,  Mr.  Howes  offers 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  December  I2th  and  I3th, 
as  the  dates  for  the  debate,  and  a  Tory  official 
assures  us  that  the  other  side  is  willing  to  close." 

At  this  time  I  was  lecturing  in  the  Accrington 
Division  of  Lancashire.  On  the  15 th  of  Novem- 
ber the  Northern  Daily  Telegraph  published  this  : — 
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"  Mr.  Howes  is  well  known  in  this  district  for 
his  combat  with  the  Tory  champion  in  the  arena 
at  Castleford,  whom  he  utterly  annihilated  and 
routed,  and  his  lectures  are  sure  to  be  full  of 
interest.  He  has  recently  engaged  in  gladiatorial 
combat  another  Tory  champion,  slightly  known 
in  this  district— >Mr.  Waddington— ^over  whom  he 
obtained  the  other  day  a  victory,  if  not  easy,  at 
all  events  complete." 

Concerning  the  coming  debate  with  Mr.  Sharp, 
the  Rochdale  Observer  said  :  — 

"  The  subject  of  the  debate  between  Mr.  Sharp 
and  Mr.  Howes  will  be  :  '  Should  Ireland  Have 
Home  Rule  ?  "  The  discussion  will  undoubtedly 
be  one  of  great  interest,  and  as  the  committee 
have  decided  to  limit  the  number  of  admissions 
to  the  Public  Hall,  so  as  to  prevent  over-crowding, 
those  who  wish  to  hear  the  wordy  warfare  should 
secure  their  tickets  early.  The  financial  profit 
resulting  from  the  debate  will  be  divided  equally 
between  the  Rochdale  Union  of  Conservative 
Working  Men's  Associations,  and  the  National 
Reform  Union." 

Again  the  Northern  Daily  Telegraph  gave  me 
the  following  critique  :  — 

"  Progress  of  the  individual,  as  well  as  the 
progress  of  the  community,  the  Tories  have  always 
watched  with  jealous  eyes.  Bearing  in  mind  this 
truth,  there  need  be  no  surprise  that  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  speakers  engaged  by  the  National 
Reform  Union,  Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  is  an  object  of 
considerable  envy  and  abuse  in  Tory  quarters. 
Mr.  Howes  has  earned  in  Lancashire  a  popularity 
quite  remarkable  considering  his  years  and  the 
short  time  he  has  been  before  the  public.  He  is 
an  eloquent  speaker,  and  the  smartest  of  debaters, 
and  has  put  to  rout  some  of  the  best  men  the 
Tories  have  been  able  to  bring  forward.  As  a 
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consequence  he  is  a  common  target  for  the  Tory 
slanderers  and  their  newspaper  writers.  In  Roch- 
dale, where  Mr.  Howes  has  taken  up  his  residence, 
he  has  been  forcibly  attacked.  One  of  the  weapons 
that  his  opponents  did  not  scruple  to  use  is  the 
charge  that  he  received  no  education  in  his  early 
days.  That  was  a  weapon  worthy  only,  one 
would  think,  of  the  poltroons  who  hang  out 
mendacious  journals  as  their  banners.  But  it 
was  not  confined  to  them ;  such  presumably 
respectable  people  as  the  Manchester  Courier  (Tory) 
editors  tried  to  proclaim  Mr.  Howes'  ignorance  by 
publishing  a  letter,  as  he  was  supposed  to  have 
written  it,  with  its  imperfections  of  spelling  and 
punctuation.  But  how  smart  is  the  Radical 
lecturer's  retort  to  this  despicable  kind  of  Tory 
'  argument.'  He  said  the  other  night  at  Roch- 
dale :  '  What  '  education  '  I  received  in  my  early 
days  was  at  a  Church  School,  a  real  old  Tory 
school,  where  I  was  taught  to  clap  my  hands, 
stamp  my  feet,  say  the  Catechism,  and  sing 
'  God  Save  the  Queen,'  and  was  sent  out  into  the 
world  unable  to  write  my  own  name.'  This  was 
the  education  Mr.  Howes  got.  The  ability  of  one 
so  trained  to  debate  to-day  any  representative 
Tory  who  dares  to  face  him  on  the  platform,  is  a 
proof  that  Toryism  is  not  strong  enough  to  keep 
under  the  surface  such  indomitable  energy  as  that 
possessed  by  this  self-educated  man." 

On  Dec.  loth,  the  Rochdale  Observer  said  :  — 
"  Those  who  wish  to  secure  tickets  entitling 
their  holders  to  hear  the  debate  between  Mr. 
Joseph  Howes  and  Councillor  Sharp  on  the  subject 
of  '  Home  Rule,'  had  better  set  about  the  task  of 
getting  them  at  once.  Very  few  of  these  tickets 
were  left  on  sale  in  the  town  last  night,  and  there 
is  certain  to  be  a  great  demand  for  them  during 
to-day  and  Monday.  The  number  originally 
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printed  for  the  use  of  the  general  public  was 
1,820— -910  for  each  of  the  two  nights.  In  addition 
to  these,  30  platform  tickets,  each  of  which  is 
available  for  both  nights  of  discussion,  were 
printed  for  distribution  amongst  ward  represen- 
tatives in  the  borough.  We  are  informed  that 
each  of  the  two  disputants  feels  quite  confident 
of  winning." 

The  debate  took  place  on  the  I2th  and  I3th  of 
December,  both  of  the  local  papers  gave  full 
reports,  and  the  following  criticism  :  — 

"It  is  difficult  to  write  a  fair  description  of  the 
two  nights'  debate  without  seeming  to  be  grossly 
unfair.  The  case  of  Mr.  Howes  was  so  strong, 
and  Mr.  Sharp's  position  was  so  weak,  that  com- 
parison is  almost  absurd.  To  say  that  the  Con- 
servative champion  was  completely  over-matched 
is  to  present  but  a  half-truth.  As  a  Gladstonian, 
I,  of  course,  hold  that  his  side  is  the  weaker,  but 
in  no  single  speech  he  made  did  he  do  even  half 
justice  to  his  case.  Mr.  Sharp  was  not  a  fair 
exponent  of  Unionism.  We  do  not  expect  the 
Tory  Democrat  to  be  a  Goschen  or  an  Argyle,  but 
surely  he  might  have  mastered  the  rudiments  of 
his  case.  Mr.  Sharp  admits  to  having  read  up 
for  the  debate,  but  for  the  assurance  no  one  would 
have  supposed  that,  and  it  would  be  interesting 
to  know  what  literature  has  inspired  him.  If 
he  had  carefully  read  only  half-a-dozen  leaders 
in  the  Spectator,  or  had  scanned  Prof.  Dacay's 
splendid  defence  of  the  Union,  he  could  have 
made  more  points  in  fifteen  minutes  than  he  did 
during  the  whole  of  the  debate.  In  justice  to  the 
self-styled  Unionist  it  should  be  admitted  that 
Mr.  Sharp  did  not  define  their  position  with 
anything  approximating  to  accuracy  or  complete- 
ness. As  to  the  merits  of  the  disputants,  Mr.  Howes 
is  undoubtedly  the  superior  debater  in  every  respect. 
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"  Mr.  Sharp  had  the  advantage  in  early  edu- 
cation, and  he  has  had  such  an  extensive  ex- 
perience as  a  political  speaker  and  a  party  tactician, 
that  his  defeat  cannot  be  excused  on  the  ground 
that  he  has  not  a  glib  tongue.  There  is,  however, 
a  wide  difference  between  the  capabilities  of  the 
two  men.  Mr.  Sharp  is  a  commonplace  speaker, 
whose  politic  knowledge  is  shallow  and  chaotic  ; 
on  the  contrary,  Mr.  Howes  has  read  widely  and 
deeply,  and  he  has  in  him  the  making  of  an 
orator.  But  this  difference  in  capability  does 
not  explain  Mr.  Sharp's  collapse,  and  though  I 
believe  he  would  have  been  defeated  had  he  done 
his  case  justice,  the  downfall  would  not  have  been 
so  complete,  had  he  laid  before  the  audience  facts 
and  arguments  which  the  veriest  tyro  in  politics 
could  suggest. 

"  There  was  a  remarkable  demonstration  when 
Mr.  Howes  got  up  to  close  the  debate.  The  great 
majority  of  those  present  simultaneously  rose 
from  their  seats,  and  waving  hats,  handkerchiefs, 
sticks,  and  umbrellas,  cheered  most  enthusiasti- 
cally. The  excitement  of  the  audience  was  in- 
tense, and  Mr.  Howes  had  great  difficulty  in 
closing  his  sentences,  so  eagerly  did  his  hearers 
applaud  every  point  he  scored." 

— Rochdale  Observer. 

"  WHAT  DID  MR.  SHARP  Do  ? 

"It  is  difficult  to  say  what  Mr.  Sharp  did  in 
the  way  of  argument.  He  certainly  never  replied 
to  Mr.  Howes'  opening  speech.  Challenged  again 
and  again  during  the  debate,  he  steadily  refused 
to  say  whether  he  believed  in  the  principle  that 
the  people  of  any  country  should  manage  their 
own  affairs.  Upon  this,  the  foundation  principle 
of  the  whole  question,  he  said  not  a  word.  Then 
Mr.  Howes  claimed  that  Home  Rule  had  always 
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succeeded  where  tried.  No  reply  was  given  to 
this ;  the  retort  that  Ireland  had  had  a  Parliament 
for  500  years,  and  that  Home  Rule  had  not  suc- 
ceeded there,  being  a  weak  and  unfortunate 
quibble.  Mr.  Howes  presented  a  long  list  of  ugly 
facts  from  history.  '  Proof,  then,'  said  Mr.  Sharp. 
This,  Mr.  Howes  did,  and  there  was  no  attempt 
to  disprove.  What  was  the  Liberal  champion  to 
do  with  an  opponent  who  refused  to  define  his 
position  ?  Mr.  Sharp  did,  indeed,  attempt  to 
deal  with  the  present  condition  of  agrarian  law, 
but  he  quoted  no  more  from  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment than  suited  his  purpose,  and  when  the  omis- 
sion was  supplied  his  position  was  destroyed, 
and  no  attempt  was  made  to  repair  it.  Mr.  Sharp 
was  emphatic  enough  in  saying  he  did  not  agree 
with  Mr.  Howes ;  what  the  meeting  wanted  was 
argument,  and  that  they  never  got.  As  a  debate, 
the  two  nights'  proceedings  were  most  disappoint- 
ing, for  the  so-called  Unionist  case  was  never 
stated.  Everyone  was  surprised  at  the  complete 
collapse  of  Mr.  Sharp.  Few  expected  he  would 
win,  but  none  anticipated  that  he  would  prove 
so  weak  and  defenceless.  Mr.  Howes  scored  in 
every  speech,  and  not  once  was  he  caught  tripping. 
He  debated  with  great  fairness,  never  quibbled 
or  took  an  unfair  advantage,  and  showed  that 
he  thoroughly  understood  the  question  at  issue. 
These  two  nights'  debate  will  not  improve  Mr 
Sharp's  reputation,  but  the  discipline  will,  per- 
haps, be  beneficial."  —Rochdale  Observer. 

"  To  the  Editor. 

"  I  had  intended,  sir,  to  tell  you  a  lot  about 
the  '  debate '  between  Joseph  and  Hezekiah,  but 
the  appearance  of  your  '  special,'  and  of  your 
forty-eight-column  Wednesday  edition  convinces 
me  that  you  know  quite  as  much  as  you  need 
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know  of  this  matter  ;  besides  that,  your  '  Man 
About  Town  '•  has  again  taken  the  wind  out  of 
my  sails,  with  a  promise  of  a  descriptive  report 
of  the  two-nights'  '  debate.' 

"  Your  '  Man  About  Town '  calls  the  thing  a 
'  debate/  but  it  was  nothing  of  the  sort.  I  told 
you  a  fortnight  ago  I  should  be  there,  and,  of 
course,  I  was  there,  and  equally,  of  course,  I  was 
in  the  best  possible  place  for  seeing  and  hearing 
all.  For  once  in  my  life,  I  avoided  the  common 
people,  and  went  into  the  reserved  seats,  and 
this,  strictly  entre  nous.  I  was  well  punished  for 
my  temerity.  The  reserved  seats  in  the  Public 
Hall  beat  all  the  banks  in  the  town  in  the  matter 
of  draughts. 

"Let  us  return  to  the  Howes,  Sharp— I  mean 
the  Sharp  Howes  ;  really,  I  beg  your  pardon, 
the  Howes-Sharp  debate,  which  wasn't  a  debate. 
We,  of  the  reserved  seats,  paid  one  shilling  each 
to  hear  the  promised  debate,  and  we  now  feel 
that  we  were  positively  swindled — in  fact, 
'  Sharped.'  There  was  only  one  debater  present, 
and  that  was  Joseph.  Hezekiah  didn't  debate 
worth  a  cent,  let  alone  one  shilling,  and  we  were 
both  disappointed  and  disgusted  with  him.  In 
a  word,  sir,  the  unanimous  verdict  of  the  reserve 
seats  was  this  :  — 

"  To  resort  to  our  Joseph  to  beat  the  M.P. 
Is  like  passing  a  steam  roller  over  a  flea. 

'  You  may  say,  '  Well,  if  there  wasn't  a  debate, 
what  was  there— -how  was  the  time  filled  up  ?  ' 
Sir,  if  you  ask  this  question,  you  will  prove  your- 
self much  too  innocent  for  this  wicked  world. 
Hezekiah  talked,  and  talked,  and  talked,  by  the 
half -hour  and  the  quarter,  with  just  so  much  assur- 
ance as  if  he  were  only  occupying  his  own  time, 
instead  of  wasting  that  of  about  1,000  people. 
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If  there  is  anything  to  admire  in  the  '  virgin  ' 
councillor,  it  must  certainly  be  his  impudence. 
If  he  came  into  your  attic,  and  tumbled  from 
the  topmost  window  thereof  into  the  street,  I  am 
sure  it  wouldn't  hurt  him— if  he  fell  on  his  cheek. 
During  the  whole  of  Monday  and  Tuesday  night 
he  never  once  fairly  grappled  with  Joseph's  case. 
Certainly  there  was  a  very  good  reason  for  this. 
Joseph  occupied  his  first  thirty  minutes  in  stating 
a  case  for  Home  Rule,  the  principle  of  which  was 
absolutely  unassailable,  and  Hezekiah  dare  not 
attack  it.  Paraphrasing  a  popular  number  in 
'  Rudigore,'  we  may  say  of  Joseph's  case  for 
Home  Rule  :~ - 

"  'Twould  paralyse  the  sharpest  '  blue,'  d'  ye  see — 
'Twould  paralyse  the  sharpest  'blue!' 

"  Since  the  '  debate,'  I've  been  chatting  with 
some  of  those  who  patronised  the  reserved  seats 
with  me,  and  I  find  they're  very  anxious  to 
bring  about  a  real  debate,  between  '  our  Joe  ' 
and  either  Albert  the  First  (Albert  Bright)  or  his 
famous  father  (John  Bright).  Some  of  my  friends, 
who  think  a  meeting  of  this  kind  may  come  off, 
are  offering  to  bet  '  ten  to  one '  on  Joseph,  if  it 
happens.  I  am  not  a  betting  man,  but  if  any  of 
your  readers  want  to  '  make  a  book,'  now's  the 
chance.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  night  the  only 
debater  who  was  cSharp'  was  Howes.  'Howes'  that, 
sir  ? 

"  In  my  notes  a  fortnight  ago  I  ventured  to 
say  :  '  If  I  am  not  mistaken  in  forecasting  what 
will  happen  at  the  Public  Hall,  Mr.  Howes  will 
require  Mr.  Sharp  to  mention  a  place  where  Home 
Rule  has  failed,  and  Mr.  Sharp  will  be  quite  unable 
to  name  one.'  That's  one  to  me,  is  it  not  ? 

"  My  query  last  week  as  to  the  abominable 
attacks  recently  made  on  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  has 
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drawn  a  remonstrance  from  one  of  the  Rochdale 
'  Blues  '  (Tories).  He  says  it  is  only  a  '  senseless 
and  wild  section  of  the  party '  which  indulges 
in  these  attacks,  and  that  in  blaming  '  the  local 
Tories '  as  a  body  for  them,  I  am  doing  an  injus- 
tice to  himself  and  many  of  his  friends,  who  '  still 
retain  a  little  honour  and  fairness/  in  spite  of 
their  Conservatism.  Well,  as  I  don't  want  to  in- 
jure anybody,  I  would  advise  these  honourable 
and  fair  Tories  to  publicly  repudiate  the  '  sense- 
less and  wild  section '  which  is  bringing  discredit 
among  them.  If  this  is  done,  it  may  prevent 
mistakes  in  the  future ;  but  until  it  is  done, 
every  Tory  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  '  blue '  by 

"  Yours  most  certainly, 

"M.  BRACE. 
"Quadrat   Castle,   Rochdale." 

—Rochdale  Observer,  Dec.  I7th,  1887. 

The  Rochdale  Times— -the  Tory  paper— said  :  — 

"  No  Radicals  were  converted,  and  no  Tories 
recanted  as  the  result  of  the  sparring  match  between 
Mr.  Hezekiah  Sharp  and  Mr.  Joseph  Howes.  For 
any  real  good  the  debate  did  it  might  never  have 
taken  place,  for  the  disputants  never  really  came 
to  close  quarters.  Mr.  Howes  hammered  away 
at  the  principle  of  Home  Rule,  but  he  took  precious 
good  care  not  to  define  the  principles.  Mr.  Sharp 
hammered  away  at  details,  but  he  could  not  get 
Mr.  Howes  to  get  off  the  principle.  Mr.  Howes 
was  too  slippery  for  Mr.  Sharp  ;  he  alluded  his 
grasp  like  an  eel.  He  talked  beautifully  about 
liberty,  coercion,  equality,  and  self-government, 
but  he  fought  shy  of  the  details  of  '  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's '  dead  Bill,  and  he  did  not  define  Mr. 
Gladstone's  present  scheme." 

The  following  week  the  Rochdale  Observer  said : 
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"  THE  HOME  RULE  DEBATE  AND  THE  CIRCULATION 
OF  THE  OBSERVER. 

"  It  will  be  interesting  to  advertisers  to  learn 
that  the  circulation  of  our  Tuesday's  and  Wed- 
nesday's papers,  containing  the  full  report  of  the 
Home  Rule  Debate,  amounted  to  18,500  copies. 
The  demand  for  Wednesday's  papers  still  con- 
tinues, and  as  we  have  preserved  the  stereotyped 
plates,  we  are  able  to  execute  any  orders  which 
may  be  sent  to  us,  either  for  dozens  or  single 
copies,  at  the  rate  of  a  halfpenny  each. 

"  We  have  heard  many  complimentary  re- 
marks on  Wednesday's  paper,  which,  in  regard  to 
its  size — at  least  forty-eight  long  columns  for  a 
halfpenny— is,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  unique  in 
the  history  of  Journalism." 
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MR.  JOSEPH  HOWES  AT  CHURCH— DEBATE  WITH 
REV.  GEORGE  BISHOP  AT  PONTYPOOL — DEBATE 
WITH  MR.  MILLS  AT  SILSDEN— DEBATE  WITH 
MR.  PATTON  AT  LITTLEBOROUGH. 

1888. — This  was  an  unfortunate  year  for  me 
financially.  I  started  a  monthly  publication,  en- 
titled :  the  Radical  Pioneer.  It  was  well  re- 
viewed, and  although  the  circulation  increased 
every  month,  I  was  not  able  to  keep  it  going  until 
such  time  as  it  reached  the  paying  point.  My 
little  capital  was  exhausted,  and  I  had  to  abandon 
this  enterprise. 

In  January  of  this  year  I  commenced  work  in 
the  Accrington  Division.  I  had  a  very  good 
meeting  at  Clayton-le-Moors.  The  Accrington 
Observer,  after  reporting  the  meeting,  said :  — 

"  Discussion  was  invited,  and  quite  a  string 
of  questions  were  put  to  the  lecturer.  Mr.  Mercer, 
the  Tory  Registration  Agent  for  Great  Harwood, 
asked  Mr.  Howes  to  give  the  reason  for  the  in- 
vasion of  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IL  The 
lecturer  replied  that  the  reason  for  the  invasion 
was  the  greedy  proclivities  of  the  British  aristoc- 
racy. Mr.  Mercer  said  this  was  not  a  true 
definition,  and  pointed  out  that  Strongbow  was 
sent  over  to  Ireland  by  Henry  II.  at  the  invita- 
tion of  one  of  the  Irish  chiefs.  Mr.  Howes 
argued  that  the  invitation  of  one  of  the  disconten- 
ted Irish  chiefs  did  not  justify  the  invasion  of 
Ireland,  any  more  than  France  would  be  justified 
in  invading  England  at  the  request  of  discontented 
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English  noblemen ;  and  ultimately  Mr.  Mercer 
had  to  admit  that  he  concurred  in  this  view. 
Other  questions  were  put  with  regard  to  the 
coercive  legislation  in  Ireland,  and  satisfactorily 
-answered.  Mr.  Howes  completely  turning  the 
tables  upon  his  questioners  in  several  instances. 
An  Irishman  at  the  rear  of  the  room  returned 
thanks  to  the  lecturer  for  his  effective  advocacy 
of  the  Irish  cause,  and  pointed  to  the  unanimity 
which  prevailed  among  the  Irish  people  in  favour 
of  Home  Rule.  The  customary  vote  of  thanks 
terminated  the  meeting." 

Concerning  another  meeting  in  this  district  the 
Lancaster  Guardian  published  the  following  :  — 

"  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  has  been  to  Church. 
There  is  nothing  that  need  astonish  us  in  a  state- 
ment of  that  sort,  but  it  needs  explaining.  Mr. 
Howes  attends  church  or  chapel — which  is  the 
same  thing — like  a  good  Christian  and  a  good 
Liberal.  But  on  Monday  night  he  went  to  Church, 
near  Accrington,  and  he  had  a  quiet  and  good 
time  of  it.  He  gave  one  of  his  characteristic 
lectures  to  a  crowded  and  appreciative  audience. 
There  were  no  Stalmine  Tories  present,  and  no 
Mr.  Eli  Waddington,  but  it  appears  that  some 
false  accounts  of  Mr.  Howes'  debate  at  Stalmine 
with  Mr.  Waddington  had  been  circulated  by  the 
Tories  in  the  Church  district  before  Mr.  Howes' 
arrival  there.  It  was  Mr.  Howes'  first  task  at 
Church  to  make  a  plain  statement  of  what  went 
on  at  Stalmine,  and  to  disabuse  the  minds  of 
his  hearers  of  any  false  impressions.  It  is  irri- 
tating to  a  good  many  Liberals  to  find  the  lec- 
turers for  their  party  in  continued  wrangles  with 
Tory  lecturers  and  detractors,  but  here  is  the 
point.  In  Mr.  Howes'  case,  for  instance,  he  can 
go  nowhere  without  being  preceded  by  placards 
full  of  Tory  lies  concerning  him,  and  it  is  a  duty 
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he  owes  to  himself  and  his  party  first  to  clear 
those  lies  away.  His  difficulty  is  increased  by  the 
fact  that  when  he  challenges  his  Tory  detractors 
to  meet  him  in  fair  debate,  they  avoid  doing  so, 
or,  meeting  him,  they  dodge  and  shuffle  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  make  reasonable  discussion— > 
discussion  which  is  fair  and  straight,  and  which 
should  satisfy  and  instruct  reasonable  men — > 
altogether  impossible." 

Once  again  the  Tories  made  a  determined 
attempt  to  revive  the  Protection  cry  under  the 
guise  of  "  Fair  Trade."  Mr.  Pettifer  was  on  the 
rampage.  Macclesfield,  being  the  centre  of  the 
silk  industry,  and  a  town  that  had  suffered  much 
from  the  operations  of  foreign  tariffs,  was  con- 
sidered a  favourable  field  of  operation.  There- 
fore it  was  necessary  to  meet  the  Tory  represen- 
tative in  this  town.  After  a  certain  amount  of 
negotiations  a  two  nights'  debate  was  arranged 
between  Mr.  Pettifer  and  myself.  Subject : 
"  Free  Trade  v.  Fair  Trade."  The  debate  took 
place  on  the  23rd  and  24th  of  February,  in  the 
Macclesfield  Town  Hall.  Mr.  Pettifer  soon  found 
that  the  meeting  was  against  his  theories,  and 
this  contest  finished  the  Protection  agitation  in 
that  town. 

In  May  I  again  visited  Pontypool  to  have  a  two 
nights'  debate  with  the  Rev.  G.  Bishop,  of 
Nottingham.  This  debate  was  on  the  Disestab- 
lishment question.  Mr.  Bishop  and  myself  were 
both  working  lads  in  Nottingham  in  our  earlier 
days.  He  was  a  boot  rivetter,  and  we  were  both 
members  of  the  local  Republican  Club.  We  had 
addressed  many  Radical  meetings  together.  He 
afterwards  passed  through  several  phases  of  public 
life,  and  at  last  he  allowed  himself  to  be  taken  in 
hand  by  some  Tories,  who  got  him  into  the  Church. 
I  could  not  refrain  from  chaffing  him  a  little  when 
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we  met  at  Pontypool.  I  shall  always  remember 
with  pleasure  this  visit  to  Wales.  I  was  enter- 
tained at  the  Baptist  College,  then  situated  out- 
side Pontypool,  and  I  was  privileged  to  address 
the  students,  who  at  night  came  in  a  body  and 
attended  the  debate.  The  meetings  were  con- 
ducted in  the  best  possible  spirit,  and  Mr.  Bishop 
would  have  done  much  better  if,  as  in  the  old 
days,  he  had  been  defending  my  side  of  the 
case. 

My  next  debate  was  in  April,  at  Moorbottom, 
near  Huddersfield.  My  opponent  was  Mr.  H.  H. 
Cannell,  of  the  National  Conservative  Union. 
The  subject  was  :  "  Should  Ireland  Have  Home 
Rule  ? "  But  Mr.  Cannell  was  certainly  the 
weakest  opponent  I  ever  met.  After  this  I  went 
to  Barrow-in-Furness,  and  had  a  very  successful 
round  of  meetings. 

From  Barrow  I  journeyed  to  Wellington,  where 
I  got  a  first-rate  reception.  The  Tories  were  very 
angry  about  this  visit,  therefore  I  sent  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  the  local  paper  :  — • 

"  MR.  HOWES'  LECTURE  IN  WELLINGTON. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  see  from  your  paper  that  my 
lecture  in  Wellington  has  caused  quite  a  commo- 
tion in  the  Tory  ranks.  My  lecturing  engagements 
make  it  quite  impossible  for  me  to  find  time  for 
a  newspaper  controversy ;  but  if  the  Tory  party 
of  your  town  will  put  forward  as  their  represen- 
tative any  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  written 
concerning  my  address,  I  shall  be  quite  willing 
to  meet  them  on  the  platform,  and  prove  the 
accuracy  of  my  statements.  If  my  opponents 
do  not  accept  this  challenge,  I  shall  deal  with 
their  letters  on  the  occasion  of  my  next  visit. 
I  will  then  give  the  writers  full  opportunity  of 
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defending  themselves.  I  have  written  to  Mr. 
Balfour's  secretary,  and  will  send  you  a  copy  of 
my  letter  for  publication. 

"  Yours  respectfully, 

"Brook  House,  Rochdale,  "J*  HowES- 

"Nov.  ioth;  1888." 

During  this  year  I  had  some  exciting  meetings 
in  the  Lancaster  Division,  but  I  reserve  the  whole 
of  this  narrative  for  future  chapters. 

1889.  I  commenced  my  controversial  work  this 
year  with  a  two  nights'  debate  with  Mr.  J.  T. 
Mills,  Conservative  Agent  for  the  Skipton 
Division.  The  meetings  were  held  in  the 
Mechanics'  Institute  at  Silsden,  near  Keighley. 
Subject :  "  Have  the  Sessions  of  1887  and  1888, 
under  a  Conservative  Government,  been  more 
fruitful  of  beneficial  legislation,  than  the  sessions 
of  1883  and  1884,  under  the  Gladstonian  Adminis- 
tration ? "  The  hall  was  crowded  on  each 
evening.  The  following  are  some  of  the  press 
criticisms  :  — 

"  THE  SILSDEN  POLITICAL  GLADIATORS. 

"  Silsden  Liberals — who,  we  are  bound  to  admit, 
set  the  Liberals  of  the  rest  of  the  Skipton  Division 
a  worthy  example  for  activity  and  zeal— have 
had  a  busy  time  of  it  this  week.  The  political 
debate  between  Mr.  Howes,  the  well-known 
Reformer,  and  Mr.  Mills,  the  local  Conservative 
Agent,  whose  fame  lies  yet  in  the  future,  has  pro- 
vided them  with  food  for  an  immense  amount 
of  excitement  and  controversy.  It  was  hard  upon 
Mr.  Mills  that  he  should  have  to  face  a  weather- 
beaten  veteran  like  Mr.  Howes,  but  friends  and 
foes  alike  must  admit  that  he  made  a  bold  stand 
against  his  superior  antagonist,  and  we  readily 
compliment  him  upon  his  pluck.  The  practical 
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result  of  the  wordy  war,  so  far  as  political  con- 
versions are  concerned,  is  probably  nil,  and 
neither  the  Liberal  nor  the  Conservative  debater 
can  have  believed  that  he  would  turn  any  of  his 
hearers  from  the  error  of  their  ways." 

—  Craven  Pioneer. 

"  POLITICAL  DEBATING  AT  SILSDEN. 
"  THE  SECOND  CHALLENGE. 

"It  is  quite  evident  that  the  writer  of  the 
article  entitled  :  '  The  Silsden  Political  Gladiators,' 
has  little  sympathy  with  political  debates,  for 
summing  up  the  results  of  the  Silsden  debate 
he  says:— 'The  practical  results  of  the  wordy 
war,  so  far  as  political  conversions  are  concerned, 
is  probably  nil.'  The  writer  evidently  has  not 
heard  the  names  of  persons  who  voted  Tory  at 
the  last  Election,  but  who  now  confess  that  they 
have  been  utterly  misled.  I  venture  to  tell  this 
writer  that  the  Liberal  party  in  Silsden  estimates 
the  importance  of  this  political  victory  very 
differently,  and  regards  it  as  far  surpassing  any 
previous  event,  for  it  has  strengthened  our  position 
at  Silsden  more  than  anything  else  possibly  could 
have  done.  Rules  4  and  5  demanded  that  every 
quotation  made  by  either  disputant  should  be 
printed  matter  only,  the  author's  name,  and  the 
date  of  publication  being  given,  and  the  books 
or  papers  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  each  disputant. 
Mr.  Howes  therefore  took  possession  of  a  quantity 
of  Mr.  Mills'  books  and  papers,  and  either  dis- 
proved or  disqualified  nearly  every  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Mills,  from  Mr.  Mills'  own  material. 
He  beat  him  at  every  turn,  to  every  argument  he 
raised  he  got  a  damaging  reply.  Yes,  he  pul- 
verised four-fifths  of  the  work  done  by  the  Tories 
during  the  past  two  sessions,  and  left  no  doubt 
in  anybody's  mind,  that  Mr.  Mills  had  an  an- 
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tagonist  who  was  far  more  than  a  match  for  him. 
The  most  amusing  feat  of  the  proceedings  was 
when  Mr.  Mills,  with  the  gasping  breath  of  utter 
defeat,  threw  down  another  challenge  to  meet 
Mr.  Howes  on  the  Irish  Question.  No  one  present 
could  help  admiring  Mr.  Mills'  courage  and  style, 
yet  at  the  same  time  it  had  to  be  admitted  that 
his  ambition  is  erected  on  a  larger  scale  than  his 
capabilities,  or  he  would  not  rush  upon  such  in- 
evitable disaster  as  to  challenge  the  Liberal 
veteran.  After  such  a  crushing  defeat,  nearly  all 
the  Conservatives  present  at  the  debate  frankly 
acknowledged  that  they  were  overmatched.  One 
leading  Conservative  in  Silsden  told  me  that  he 
considered  Mr.  Mills  was  '  never  in  the  race/  and 
we  have  heard  similar  assertions  from  other  Con- 
servatives. Therefore  we,  and  the  most  res- 
pectable members  of  his  own  party  are  of  the 
opinion  that  it  would  almost  be  sheer  absurdity 
to  accept  Mr.  Mills'  second  challenge.  We  have 
already  offered  to  take  it  up  if  the  Silsden  Con- 
servatives are  prepared  to  sign  Mr.  Howes'  con- 
ditions, viz.  :  to  accept  Mr.  Mills  as  a  worthy 
representative  to  champion  the  Conservative 
cause,  but  they  are  very  loath  to  take  the  matter 
up,  as  they  have  already  got  more  than  they 
bargained  for.  If  Mr.  Mills  is  prepared  to  bring 
out  the  strongest  defender  of  the  Unionist  cause, 
viz.  :  Mr.  Patton,  barrister-at-law,  of  Dublin,  or 
any  other,  and  the  Conservatives  of  Silsden  can 
be  induced  to  support  him,  Mr.  Howes  has  intima- 
ted to  me  that  he  will  gladly  accept  the  challenge  ; 
or,  if  it  pleases  him  better  he  can  accept  it  as  a 
challenge  from  the  Silsden  Liberals,  as  we  are 
unanimous  in  this  matter. — JOHN  BARNET,  26, 
Kirkgate,  Silsden."  —Craven  Pioneer. 

"  The  right  thing  has  been  done  at  the  Radical 
centre,  Silsden,  in  having  a  political  debate,  open 
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and  squarely  before  the  Silsdenites,  and  from 
what  I  hear,  our  registration  agent  is  to  be  com- 
mended for  the  manner  in  which  he  championed 
the  Conservative  cause.  Mr.  Howes,  his  oppo- 
nent, is  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  contro- 
versialists on  the  other  side,  but  though  Mr.  Mills 
is  new  to  this  kind  of  business,  he  acquitted  him- 
self well."  —  Craven  Herald  (Tory). 

Early  in  February  I  again  met  Mr.  Waddington 
in  debate,  this  time  at  Shipley,  near  Huddersfield. 
The  subject  for  the  first  night  was,  "  Is  the  present 
Government  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the 
people  ?  "  and  on  the  second  night  we  discussed 
"  The  Programme  of  the  Fair  Trade  League." 

The  Huddersfield  paper  gave  a  very  brief  report 
of  the  proceedings  ;  but  the  Shipley  people  still 
retain  a  pleasing  recollection  of  this  contest. 

In  March  the  Littleborough  friends  were  trying 
to  arrange  for  another  discussion,  this  time  with 
Mr.  Patton,  an  Irish  Unionist,  who  had  been 
lecturing  in  the  district.  The  arrangements  were 
proceeding  very  satisfactorily,  and  I  thought  the 
matter  was  settled,  when  all  at  once  the  Tories 
backed  out,  and  the  following  Press  criticisms 
appeared  :— • 

"  The  Littleborough  Conservatives  do  not 
appear  in  a  good  light  in  reference  to  the  debate 
which  was  arranged  between  Mr.  A.  Patton  and 
Mr.  J.  Howes.  Although  all  arrangements  were 
completed  they  have  withdrawn,  on  the  pretext 
that  after  the  Unionist  meeting  last  week  they 
cannot  anticipate  a  fair  treatment  of  both  sides. 
The  plea  is  an  altogether  inadequate  one.  There 
are  many  facts  which  explain  the  excited  char- 
acter of  last  week's  meeting,  and  they  give  no 
support  to  the  plea  which  is  put  forward  to  justify 
the  present  retreat.  However,  the  Liberals  refuse 
to  go  back  on  their  engagement,  and  they  can 
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hardly  be  blamed.  When  Mr.  Law  wrote  to  Mr. 
Schofield  intimating  the  withdrawal,  the  placards 
were  in  the  printer's  hands ;  the  hall  had  been 
engaged;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wylie  secured  as  chairman  ; 
and  Mr.  Howes  had  broken  an  engagement  to 
speak  at  Whit  worth,  so  that  he  could  face  Mr. 
Patton  at  Littleborough.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, Mr.  Schofield  objected  to  the  arrange- 
ments being  cancelled  on  such  trivial  grounds, 
and  placards  are  now  on  the  hoardings  announcing 
the  '  debate/  The  position  is  not  a  pleasant 
one,  and  Mr.  Schofield  has  pursued  the  only 
course  by  which  he  could  effectually  protest 
against  the  very  extraordinary  behaviour  of  the 
Conservatives." 

—Rochdale  Observer,  March  i6th,    1889. 

"  The  probabilities  of  the  arranged  debate 
between  Mr.  Howes  and  Mr.  Patton  on  the  Irish 
question  are  at  present  very  vague.  Through 
Mr.  A.  J.  Law,  the  Tories  have  sounded  retreat, 
but  the  Liberals  object  to  such  an  ending.  They 
say  the  hall  has  been  engaged,  and  their  champion 
has  broken  one  engagement  so  that  he  may  meet 
Mr.  Patton.  Whether  the  latter  puts  in  an  appear- 
ance or  not,  Mr.  Howes  means  to  go  on  the  plat- 
form, and  be  ready  with  his  case.  The  Tories 
will,  we  think,  be  ill-advised  if  they  persist  in 
their  withdrawal  from  the  debate.  The  meeting 
of  last  week  is  no  justification  for  it,  and  Toryism 
will  be  all  the  more  discredited  in  Littleborough 
if  Mr.  Howes  is  allowed  to  go  on  the  platform 
and  say  that  his  opponent  advances  so  inadequate 
an  excuse  for  his  non-appearance." 

—Rochdale  Observer,  March  27th,  1889. 

When  the  evening  of  the  I9th  of  March  arrived 
Mr.  Patton  did  not  appear.   The  hall  was  crowded, 
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and  I  had  the  meeting  all  to  myself.  The  Rochdale 
Observer  said  : — • 

"The  lecture,  which  was  to  have  been  a  debate, 
came  off  at  Littleborough  on  Monday  evening. 
Mr.  Patton,  who  seems  to  have  behaved  very 
straightforwardly  in  the  matter,  could  not  appear 
after  his  backers  had  withdrawn  their  support, 
and  so  Mr.  Howes  found  himself  on  the  platform 
without  an  opponent.  The  occasion  was  improved 
by  holding  an  enthusiastic  Liberal  meeting,  and 
the  Conservatives  will  perhaps  now  admit  that 
their  tactics  have  not  been  very  successful.  Mr. 
Patton  is  as  good  a  champion  as  they  could  easily 
find,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  party  pique  should  have 
led  to  the  collapse  of  the  negotiations  for  his 
meeting  with  Mr.  Howes.  The  latter  gave  a 
rousing  address  on  Monday  night,  and  raised  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  meeting  to  a  high  pitch.  It  is 
worth  noting  that  several  of  the  speakers  felt 
called  upon  to  characterise,  in  very  plain  words, 
some  of  the  disgraceful  epistles  which  have  lately 
emanated  from  Tories  who,  for  reasons  not 
stated,  do  not  care  to  sign  their  names." 

My  paper,  the  Radical  Pioneer,  was  brought 
before  the  notice  of  Lord  Salisbury  during  this 
month.  On  March  3Oth  the  following  letter 
appeared  in  the  Rochdale  Observer  :  — 

"  LORD    SALISBURY    AND    THE    WESLEYANS    AT 
HATFIELD. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Rochdale  Observer. 

"  Sir, — Having  been  instructed  by  the  com- 
mittee of  this  Union  to  forward  to  Lord  Salisbury 
a  resolution  passed  at  the  annual  meeting,  I  also 
took  the  liberty  of  sending  his  lordship  a  cutting 
from  the  Radical  Pioneer  of  February  last.  En- 
closed you  will  find  a  copy  of  Lord  Salisbury's 
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reply  in  full,  also  the  cutting  referred  to.  Comment 
is  needless.  Kindly  insert  this  in  your  next  issue 
and  oblige. 

"  Yours  truly, 

"  E.  MILLS-LORD, 
"  Sec.  Conservative  Working  Men's  Club." 

"  Foreign  Office, 

"  20/3/'89. 

"  Dear  Sir,— Your  letter  of  the  igth  inst., 
containing  the  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Rochdale  and  District  Union  of 
Working  Men's  Conservative  Association,  has  been 
received  by  Lord  Salisbury.  He  desires  me  to 
express  his  sincere  gratitude  for  the  expression  of 
sympathy  and  confidence  contained  in  the  reso- 
lution. With  reference  to  your  enclosure,  his 
lordship  desires  me  to  say  that  there  is  no  found- 
ation for  the  statement  that  Lord  Salisbury  has 
refused  to  let  or  sell  a  site  for  a  chapel. 
"  I  remain,  faithfully  yours, 

"  SYDNEY  GREVILLE. 
"  E.  Mills-Lord,  Esq." 

The  following  is  the  extract  from  the  Radical 
Pioneer  to  which  reference  is  made  :  — 

AN  INTOLERANT  ARISTOCRAT. 

"  The  Star  has  given  a  picture  of  the  miserable 
building  in  which  the  Wesleyans  of  Hatfield  have 
for  years  been  obliged  to  worship,  because  Lord 
Salisbury  has  refused  to  sell  any  land  in  Hatfield 
for  a  Wesleyan  Chapel,  though  he  has  been 
willing  to  let  them  have  a  site  too  far  off  to  be  of 
any  use. 

"  '  Where  is  the  chapel  ?  '  asked  the  Star  re- 
porter. '  There/  said  a  man,  as  a  broad  smile 
lighted  up  his  face—'  there,  that's  the  chapel,' 
indicating  to  our  representative  a  wretched 
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wooden  shed ;  and  sure  enough,  as  a  notice- 
board  proclaimed,  this  miserable  cross  between 
a  pig-sty,  a  hen-coop,  and  a  shanty,  was  dignified 
with  the  name,  '  Wesley  an  Methodist  Chapel. 
'  The  Moocow  Chapel,  we  calls  it,'  exclaimed  a 
native.  The  little  place  would  only  hold  about 
forty  people.  The  sermons  are  mixed  with  un- 
savoury odours,  due  to  the  proximity  of  a  stable. 
It  is  certainly  the  meanest  and  most  unsuitable 
place  of  worship  in  England. 

"  Lately,  the  Wesley ans  succeeded  in  buying 
(at  a  high  price)  an  eligible  site,  not  belonging  to 
the  marquis,  and  are  about  to  build.  Meanwhile, 
they  received  notice  to  quit  immediately  their 
present  place  of  meeting,  as  the  premises  are  to 
be  pulled  down  to  enlarge  the  garden  of  the  rector 
(Lord  Salisbury's  son).  They  refused  to  go,  and 
now  the  Rev.  A.  E.  Gregory,  their  minister,  is 
writing  to  see  if  his  lordship  will  allow  them  to 
remain  till  June  ist.  He  adds  :  'As  I  am  informed, 
on  very  good  legal  authority,  that  his  lordship 
could  not  put  us  out  as  the  premises  are  not 
required  at  present,  I  do  not  know  that  we  have 
much  to  be  grateful  for." 

Once  more  negotiations  were  commenced  with 
the  Littleborough  Tories.  It  was  evident  they 
felt  that  they  had  made  a  mistake  in  running 
away  from  the  proposed  debate  with  Mr.  Patton  ; 
consequently,  satisfactory  arrangements  were  at 
last  made,  and  the  long-talked-of  contest  came 
off  at  Littleborough,  on  the  I5th  April.  We 
could  only  get  the  Tories  to  consent  to  one 
night's  debate,  on  the  subject  of,  "Should  Ireland 
Have  Home  Rule  ?  "  There  were  over  1,000 
persons  present.  The  local  papers  fully  reported 
the  meeting,  and  gave  the  following  comments : 

"As  a  result  of  the  prolonged  negotiations, 
which  occasionally  threatened  to  terminate  in  an 
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unsatisfactory  manner,  Mr.  Howes  and  Mr.  Patton, 
two  political  lecturers  of  no  small  power  in  their 
respective  parties,  came  together  in  debate  at 
Littleborough  on  Monday  night.  They  discussed 
the  interminable  Home  Rule  question  before 
1,000  persons,  who  filled  the  Temperance  Hall  to- 
overflowing.  Mr.  J.  H.  Wylie,  M.A.,  who  pre- 
sided, was  influentially  supported  by  the  leading 
politicians  of  the  place,  and  had  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  maintaining  the  due  order  of  debate. 
The  conditions  were  as  follows  :— >(i)  That  the 
chairman  keep  clear  of  politics.  (2)  That  the  two 
representatives  be  the  only  speakers  ;  also  that 
no  questions  be  asked  by  outsiders.  (3)  All  books 
and  documents  used  as  proof  or  quoted  in  debate 
to  be  at  the  disposal  of  both  disputants.  (4)  That 
the  discussion  be  for  one  night,  from  7.30  to 
10.30.  (5)  That  each  disputant  speak  for  twenty 
minutes  alternately.  (6)  That  no  new  matter 
be  introduced  into  the  last  speech. 

"  The  debate  was  opened  by  Mr.  Pat  ton,  who> 
as  an  able  defender  and  exponent  of  Unionist 
principles,  took  the  negative,  and  was  closed  by 
Mr.  Howes,  who  spoke  in  the  affirmative.  Political 
matters  of  wide  interest  were  discussed,  and  will 
be  found  reported  in  Wednesday's  Times.  There 
was  no  shadow  of  unfair  treatment  practised, 
either  on  the  platform  or  in  the  hall,  and  the 
three  speeches  delivered  by  each  of  the  debaters 
were  not  lacking  in  thought,  power,  or  effect. 
It  will  be  admitted  by  persons  of  all  shades  of 
political  opinion  that  such  a  debate  must  produce 
political  enlightenment  in  Littleborough.  It  will 
certainly  help  to  stamp  out  intolerance,  and  lead 
to  the  more  reasonable  discussion  of  political 
subjects  in  the  future."—  Rochdale  Times  (Tory). 

"  The  debate  in  Littleborough  on  Monday 
night  is  said  to  have  been  a  great  success.  By 
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that  must  be  understood  that  there  were  crowds 
of  people  there,  who  cheered  the  sentiments  with 
which  they  felt  sympathy,  thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  meeting,  and  left,  feeling  sure  that  their  own 
side  had  the  best  of  the  game.  Mr.  Howes  was  in 
fine  form,  and  in  Mr.  Patton  he  had  a  fair  and 
honourable  opponent.  The  meeting  was  enthu- 
siastic and  good-humoured,  and  Mr.  Archibald 
Douglas  and  his  Tory  friends  must  now  admit 
that  they  are  not  the  only  politicians  who  know 
how  to  behave  themselves."—  Rochdale  Observer. 
This  was  the  first  and  only  time  I  met  Mr. 
Patton  in  debate.  The  Rochdale  Tories  gave  no- 
indication  of  their  desire  to  make  further  arrange- 
ments, and  although  some  time  after  this  a  long 
correspondence  took  place  with  a  Unionist  sec- 
retary in  Yorkshire  concerning  another  discussion 
with  Mr.  Patton,  we  were  quite  unable  to  bring 
our  opponents  up  to  the  scratch. 
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THE  TORY  GOVERNMENT  AND  THE  PUBLICANS  — 
A  FIGHT  FOR  COMPENSATION— THE  WADDINGTON 
FIASCO  AT  GRIMSBY. 

IN  this  year— 1889 — I  took  part  in  a  great  fight 
against  the  Tory  Government  for  endeavouring 
to  compensate  the  publicans  out  of  the  National 
Exchequer. 

On  May  22nd,  I  addressed  a  large  meeting  at 
Grimsby.  The  Licensed  Victuallers  had  issued 
a  circular  inviting  those  who  favoured  their  own 
interest  to  appear  in  full  force,  and  oppose  reso- 
lutions to  be  submitted  by  the  promoters  of  the 
meeting,  which  resolutions  the  Licensed  Victuallers 
condemned  as  "  unjust  and  dishonourable."  A 
number  of  the  publicans'  customers  came  with 
all  their  "  war  paint  "  on,  and  they  made  con- 
siderable noise,  but  our  resolutions  were  carried, 
amidst  deafening  cheers,  by  a  decisive  and  over- 
whelming majority.  I  also  had  a  meeting  at 
Rochdale  ;  there  the  Licensed  Victuallers  and  the 
Beer-sellers  organised  an  opposition,  and  attended 
with  their  friends  in  large  numbers.  They  had 
secured  the  assistance  of  a  gentleman  from  London, 
Mr.  F.  Miller,  assistant  secretary  of  the  Liberty 
and  Property  Defence  League.  He  addressed  the 
meeting  and  did  his  best,  but  our  resolution  was 
carried  by  a  two-thirds  majority.  The  Rochdale 
Observer  said  :  — 

"Mr.  Howes  is  eager  to  meet  in  debate  the  Mr. 
Miller  who  championed  the  liquor  interest  at  the 
licensing  meeting  last  week.  The  challenge  in- 
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formally  thrown  out  and  accepted  at  that  meeting, 
has  been  committed  to  writing,  and  forwarded  to 
Mr.  J.  T.  Worth,  the  solicitor  to  the  Licensed 
Victuallers'  Association.  The  Temperance  Society 
will  back  up  Mr.  Howes. 

"It  is  now  a  week  since  Mr.  Wilson,  the  agent 
of  the  Temperance  Society,  wrote  asking  the 
Licensed  Victuallers  to  accept  Mr.  Miller  as  their 
champion.  He  has  received  no  reply  as  yet.  Is 
it  to  be  understood  that  they  decline  the  chal- 
lenge ?  We  would  point  out  that  at  the  meeting 
in  the  Public  Hall,  Mr.  Miller  seemed  eager  to 
meet  Mr.  Howes.  We  hope  there  will  be  no 
'  backing  out '  now." 

The  Licensed  Victuallers  never  replied  to  this 
challenge,  they  were  much  too  wise  to  attempt  to 
defend  their  right  to  compensation  on  a  public 
platform. 

The  Rochdale  Observer  gave  the  following  account 
of  my  next  meeting  in  that  town  :  — 

"  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall, 
which  was  nearly  filled  by  an  audience  which 
represented  both  sides  in  the  controversy.  No 
special  effort  had  been  made  by  the  Temperance 
Party  or  by  the  Liberals  to  secure  the  attendance 
of  their  supporters,  but  we  believe  '  the  trade  ' 
had  issued  a  whip,  as  they  did  for  the  licensing 
meeting  recently  held  at  the  Public  Hall.  They 
made  a  strong-lunged  and  demonstrative  oppo- 
sition, but  at  the  voting  they  were  hopelessly 
outnumbered,  the  resolution  condemning  com- 
pensation being  carried  by  a  majority  of  at  least 
four  to  one." 

The  other  meetings  which  I  addressed  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  were  very  similar.  It  was  a 
sight  to  see  the  publicans  and  their  friends 
assemble  on  these  occasions.  The  "  beery  "  cus- 
tomers, with  the  stains  of  the  drink  traffic  strong 
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upon  them,  would  take  up  their  position  in  the 
hall,  but  when  the  well-fed  and  well-clothed 
publicans  entered  they  were  careful  not  to  sit 
with  their  customers.  I  drew  the  attention  of  the 
audience  to  this  fact,  and  pointing  to  the  publicans 
on  one  side,  and  their  victims  on  the  other,  I 
asked  how  it  was  that  these  drink-sellers  seemed 
so  loath  to  mix  with  the  people  who  fed  and 
clothed  them. 

After  this  campaign,  I  commenced  a  very 
successful  round  of  meetings  in  the  villages  of 
East  Somerset,  with  Mr.  Charles  Morley,  who  was 
then  the  Liberal  Candidate  for  that  division.  At 
some  of  these  villages  it  was  impossible  for  us  to 
get  the  use  of  the  schools,  therefore  we  held 
several  meetings  in  the  open  air. 

At  Long  Sutton,  where  the  school  was  denied 
us,  we  procured  a  large  tent,  which  was  erected 
on  the  village  green,  and  a  splendid  meeting  we 
had  in  it,  the  labourers  walking  in  from  the 
surrounding  villages. 

The  Somerset  Independent  published  the  fol- 
lowing, concerning  a  meeting  in  another  village  : — 

"  COMPTON    DUNDON. 

"  '  I'm  blowed  if  I  don't  think  they  be  right 
about  Mr.  Hobhouse  getting  in/  remarked  a 
well-known  halter-between- two-opinions  in  this 
village,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  on  Monday 
evening.  Compton  Dundon,  adequately  des- 
cribed as  '  the  village  of  the  plain,'  the  slumbering 
old-world  spot  which  rejoices  in  being  about  a 
century  behind  the  times;  it  is  not  a  place  where 
one  would  naturally  expect  to  find  the  beneficent 
influence  of  enlightened  nineteenth  century  politics 
widely  extant— nor  is  it ;  but  the  Liberal  Party 
believe  in  educating  the  agricultural  labourer,  and 
the  local  Association  has,  during  the  past  six 
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months,  done  much  good  work  in  this  respect, 
work  which  it  is  gratifying  to  know  has  not  been 
in  vain.  One  can  scarcely  help  noticing  the 
entire  absence— but  we  are  getting  on  too  fast, 
and  must  hark  back  to  the  meeting.  The  weather 
was  thoroughly  worthy  of  the  proverbial  Yankee's 
ideal  of  a  '  drizzle.'  It  commenced  to  rain  about 
four  o'clock,  and  continued  with  irritating  per- 
sistency all  the  evening,  and  our  anticipations  of 
a  pleasant  ride  to  the  meeting  from  Street  were 
rudely  shattered.  On  reaching  the  first  signs  of 
habitation,  after  safely  descending  the  hills  of 
Marshall's  fame,  we  made  certain  judicious  en- 
quiries of  a  small  boy,  who  in  reply  was  heard  to 
say,  '  Compton  Dander,  master  ?  Why,  this 
aint  it.  This  be  Comp'on.  Eh,  Eh  ?  Yes, 
they  be  set  up  on  the  ole  mon'ment  overrite  Mr. 
Edwards'.'  With  a  mysterious  jerk  of  the  thumb, 
our  informant  disappeared.  On  arriving  at  Comp- 
ton Cross,  sure  enough,  there  they  were.  Mr. 
W.  S.  and  Mrs.  Clark,  Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  and  Mr. 
A.  D.  Porter  standing  around  the  pedestal  of  the 
historic  old  monument.  Supporting  the  walls  on 
each  side  of  the  road  were  a  number  of  men, 
whilst  standing  in  groups  were  numerous  women 
and  children.  After  much  persuasion  the  audience 
was  gathered  together  in  one  place,  and  then  the 
meeting  commenced. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
weather,  nearly  200  persons  congregated  together, 
and  from  the  beginning  of  the  meeting  to  the  end, 
there  was  not  a  single  interruption.  This  is  far 
and  away  the  best  Liberal  meeting  ever  held  in  the 
village,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  on  the 
recording  day  the  agriculturalists  of  Compton  will 
do  their  duty  to  the  discomfiture  of  Toryism. 
It  should  not  be  overlooked  in  our  report 
that  the  church  parson  (Rev.  H.  F.  Mann) 
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was  an  interested  listener  to  the  various 
speakers. 

"  A  few  moments  after  the  company  separated, 
the  '  first  of  elements '  came  down  unmercifully, 
and  the  ride  home  to  Street  was  worse  than  the 
ride  over.  '  Hurrah  for  the  pump  !  ' 

In  September  I  gave  a  course  of  lectures  in 
Pontefract,  Yorkshire.  The  Pontefract  Advertiser 
(Tory)  said  :  — 

"  The  borough  has  been  somewhat  stirred  by  a 
course  of  lectures  from  Mr.  Howes,  a  professional 
orator,  of  undoubted  talent  and  no  little  renown, 
from  the  Radical  headquarters  at  Manchester. 
On  the  Monday  evening  the  Town  Hall  was 
crowded,  the  subject  being,  '  Home  Rule  for 
Ireland/  and  right  manfully  did  the  lecturer 
treat  his  subject.  He  attacked  the  truth  boldly, 
and  with  the  aid  of  considerable  linguistic  attain- 
ments, contrived  to  offer  such  a  misrepresentation 
of  the  true  circumstances  of  the  case  as  to  leave 
in  the  minds  of  most  of  those  who  quietly  and 
implicitly  accepted  his  statements,  with  all  the 
innocence  with  which  their  simple  and  guileless 
souls  were  endowed,  an  impression  of  the  case 
diametrically  opposed  to  fact.  The  anecdotes  and 
merriment  introduced  by  Mr.  Howes  serve  to 
render  the  lecture  very  entertaining,  but  beyond 
the  humour  of  his  address  there  was  really  very 
little  to  commend  it  to  the  more  thoughtful  of  his 
audience/' 

From  Pontefract  I  returned  to  the  Whitehaven 
district,  where  I  addressed  several  meetings.  The 
Whitehaven  Free  Press  published  the  following  :  — 

"  NOTES  ON  MEN  AND  THINGS. 

"  If  any  proof  were  needed  to  emphasise  the 
value  of  Mr.  Joseph  Howes'  services  as  a  political 
lecturer,  it  is  furnished  by  the  feverish 
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excitement  which  comes  over  the  Tory  Party 
whenever  he  is  announced  to  deliver  a  lecture  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  There  has  been  no 
departure  from  this  attitude  on  the  present 
occasion.  From  time  to  time  the  Tory  papers 
furnish  us  with  the  most  abundant  evidence  of 
Mr.  Howes  having  been  smashed  by  men  of  the 
type  of  Mr.  Eli  Waddington,  but  they  have  never 
a  word  to  say  of  the  set  debate  in  which  Mr.  Howes 
and  Mr.  Waddington  took  part  at  Shipley,  near 
Huddersfield,  in  which  Mr.  Howes  knocked  the 
great  Tory  pet  into  a  cocked  hat,  in  fact,  Mr. 
Howes  is  more  than  a  match  for  any  of  the  Tory 
lecturers  that  have  come  this  way,  from  Mr. 
Byron  Reed  downwards,  and  he  is  open  to  meet 
any  one  of  them  in  debate  on  any  political  sub- 
ject of  importance  that  may  be  agreed  upon." 

1891.  In  February  of  this  year  I  was  lecturing 
in  Grimsby,  when  I  again  encountered  Mr. 
Waddington.  The  Tories  had  brought  him  to 
question  me.  After  reporting  the  meeting  the 
Grimsby  News  said  :  — 

"  The  chairman,  having  invited  discussion,  Mr. 
Waddington  came  forward,  and  after  putting 
numerous  questions  to  Mr.  Howes  amid  consider- 
able confusion,  owing  to  their  irrelevant  nature, 
he  charged  the  lecturer  with  having,  in  one  of 
his  speeches,  referred  to  Mr.  Goschen  as  '  cold- 
blooded Goschen.'  Mr.  Howes,  amid  cheering, 
denied  the  statement,  and  challenged  Mr.  Wad- 
dington to  produce  proof.  Mr.  Waddington  first 
asked  Mr.  Howes  if  he  would  believe  he  had  made 
the  statement  provided  he  was  to  see  it  in  a 
Liberal  newspaper,  in  a  report  of  one  of  his 
speeches.  This  caused  a  great  amount  of  inter- 
ruption and  disorder ;  and  cries  of  '  Paper/ 
'  Proof,'  and  the  like  came  from  all  parts  of  the 
room.  The  chairman  desired  Mr.  Waddington  to 
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produce  the  paper ;  and  when  the  latter,  after 
having  exhausted  the  patience  of  the  audience 
in  overhauling  the  contents  of  his  portmanteau, 
failed  to  find  the  document,  he  was  greeted  with 
cries  of  '  Come  down  ; '  '  You're  wasting  time.' 
Mr.  Waddington,  finding  himself  in  an  unen- 
viable position,  got  over  the  difficulty  by  promis- 
ing to  find  the  extract  to  which  he  referred,  and 
forward  it,  if  necessary,  to  the  local  papers  for 
publication.  Mr.  Waddington,  at  a  later  stage  of 
the  meeting,  quoted  from  a  book,  which  he  said 
was  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  Judge's  report  in  the 
Parnell  Commission. 

"  Mr.  Howes  asked  to  look  at  it,  but  Mr.  Wad- 
dington refused  for  some  time.  Eventually,  how- 
ever, he  petulantly  threw  it  down  on  the  table. 
It  was  then  found  that  the  book  was  only  a  col- 
lection of  extracts — a  fact  which  was  stated  in 
the  preface,  and  it  was  published  by  the  Royal 
and  Patriotic  Union. 

"  Mr.  Waddington  had  loudly  declared  his 
willingness  to  give  £5  to  the  hospital  if  the  book 
was  not  as  he  had  stated,  on  condition  that  Mr. 
Howes  would  do  the  same  if  the  statement  was 
found  to  be  correct.  When  Mr.  Howes,  however, 
accepted  the  challenge,  Mr.  Waddington  quietly 
let  that  question  slide,  and  went  on  to  other 
matters.  The  meeting  lasted  until  half-past 
eleven,  and  concluded  by  the  usual  vote  of  thanks." 

At  Cleethorpes  on  the  following  evening  Mr. 
Waddington  again  put  in  an  appearance,  and  the 
same  newspaper  gave  the  following  account  of 
the  proceedings  :  — 

"  The  chairman,  having  given  the  usual  invi- 
tation, Mr.  Waddington  proceeded  upon  the  plat- 
form. There  were  certain  points,  he  said,  on 
which  he  desired  that  Mr.  Howes  should  explain 
himself.  In  the  first  place,  he  had  told  them  that  it 
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was  a  cowardly  thing  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Balfour 
to  put  Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr.  O'Brien  in  gaol.  Was 
it  a  cowardly  thing  when  Mr.  Gladstone  expelled 
every  Home-Ruler  from  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
He  would  like  further  for  Mr.  Howes  to  tell  them 
the  whole  truth  about  Mr.  Harrison,  and  why 
he  was  not  put  into  gaol.  He  (the  speaker)  defied 
Mr.  Howes  to  repeat  what  had  been  said  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Parnell  and  the  Conservative  party. 
There  was  not  a  tittle  of  truth  in  the  assertion 
that  he  was  taken  to  the  bosom  of  the  Tories 
when  he  had  been  found  to  be  untrue.  He  said 
'  shame  '  on  the  public  man  who  would  dare  have 
the  effrontery  to  stand  on  a  public  platform  and 
make  such  a  statement.  (Interruption.)  They 
might  '  Oh,  oh/  as  they  would.  No  amount  of 
'  Oh,  oh-ing '  would  get  over  the  fact.  '  Oh, 
oh-ing  '  was  not  argument.  (Loud  laughter  and 
applause.)  He  protested  that  Mr.  Howes  should 
in  some  of  his  speeches  have  palmed  Pigott  upon 
the  Tory  party.  He  had  further  asserted  that 
the  Tories  bought  the  forged  letter  of  Mr.  Pigott 
—a  statement  which  he  must  know  to  have  been 
an  infamous  untruth.  They  had  been  told  they 
had  governed  Ireland  for  600  years ;  every 
historical  student  knew  that  to  be  untrue.  He 
challenged  Mr.  Howes  to  show  that  the  Irish 
nation  had  not  progressed  best  when  under  Tory 
rule.  One  of  their  great  writers  had  said  :  '  When 
they  cease  to  progress  they  went  backward.'  (Loud 
applause.)  If  they  were  going  to  divide  up  the 
Kingdom  under  separate  governments  they  would 
be  going  back  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  times.  Then  his 
friend  had  stated  that  what  the  Liberal  leader  had 
undertaken  he  had  always  carried  to  a  successful 
issue.  (Cheers.)  He  would  remind  them  that  the 
last  Temperance  proposal  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  was 
to  put  drink  into  railway  trains.  (Interruption.) 
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"  Mr.  Howes  :  '  Let  him  alone.  He's  doing 
well.'  (Loud  laughter.) 

"  Mr.  Waddington  :  '  We  all  know  Mr.  Howes 
has  to  depend  for  his  success  upon  petty  ticklings 
for  the  ear.  (f  Hear,  hear/  and  more  laughter.) 
The  last  temperance  proposal  of  the  Temper- 
ance  ' 

"  Mr.  Howes  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
wanted  his  friend  to  confine  his  remarks  to  what 
had  been  said  that  evening. 

"  The  chairman  requested  Mr.  Waddington  to 
deal  with  what  had  been  brought  forward  in  Mr. 
Howes'  speech. 

"Mr.  Waddington  wished,  then,  to  tell  Mr. 
Howes  it  was  rather  late  in  the  day  to  talk  about 
Free  Education,  considering  that  the  Government 
had  already  brought  it  about  in  one  portion  of 
Her  Majesty's  dominions,  and  intended  to  extend 
it  until  it  became  general.  Mr.  Howes  had  referred 
to  the  land  question.  Now,  he  had  made  some 
investigation  in  regard  to  this  question,  and  he 
found  that  Liberal  landlords  throughout  the 
country  charged  double  the  rent  that  Tory  land- 
lords did.  Holding  up  a  book,  Mr.  Waddington 
added  :  '  And  here  is  the  proof.' 

"  Mr.  Howes  :    '  Let  me  see  it.' 

"  Mr.  Waddington  (in  a  fierce  undertone) : 
'  Find  your  own.' 

"  Mr.  Howes  persisted  in  demanding  the  book, 
which  Mr.  Waddington  declined  to  part  with — • 
in  consequence  of  which  there  was  prolonged  up- 
roar in  the  meeting. 

"  Mr.  Waddington  :  '  I  am  too  old  a  Parlia- 
mentary hand  to  be  caught  by  little  tricks  of 
that  sort.  (Loud  laughter.)  Let  Mr.  Howes  show 
me  the  proofs  for  what  he  has  said.' 

"  Mr.  Howes  explained  that  if  he  had  professed 
to  quote  from  any  papers  or  documents,  Mr. 
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Waddington  was  at  liberty  to  look  over  them, 
and  he  expected  that  gentleman  to  be  fair  enough 
to  treat  him  in  the  same  way.  ('  Hear,  hear.') 

"  Mr.  Waddington  :  '  I  never  said  so.'  (Groans 
and  hisses,  and  cries  from  all  over  the  room  : 
'  You  did  ! ') 

"  The  chairman  here  rose,  and  said  Mr.  Wad- 
dington had  clearly  indicated  that  he  had  proof 
in  the  book  he  exhibited  for  the  statements  he 
had  made. 

"  A  stormy  quart er-of-aii-hour  followed.  Ulti- 
mately, Mr.  Waddington  declared  that  as  the 
chairman  was  making  fish  of  one  and  flesh  of  the 
other,  ruling  that  he  should  produce  his  proofs, 
and  not  compelling  Mr.  Howes  to  produce  proofs 
of  what  he  had  said,  he  (the  speaker)  would 
retire.  (Loud  laughter  and  derisive  cheering.) 

"  Mr.  Waddington  hurriedly  strapped  up  his 
portmanteau,  threw  his  mackintosh  about  him, 
and  left  the  room,  amid  the  wildest  uproar  and 
the  utmost  confusion. 

"  Mr.  W.  Chapman,  Liberal  Unionist,  then 
went  upon  the  platform,  and,  something  like  order 
having  been  restored,  declared  that  Mr.  Wadding- 
ton had  disgraced  their  cause.  (Loud  and  pro- 
longed cheering.) 

"Mr.  Howes  deeply  regretted  the  turn  matters 
had  taken.  He  should  not  take  advantage  of  the 
absence  of  an  opponent  to  deal  with  the  subjects 
that  had  been  brought  forward.  If  he  had  picked 
up  a  book,  and  alleged  that  in  that  book  certain 
statements  would  be  found,  his  opponent  would 
have  been  quite  justified  in  asking  that  the  book 
should  be  passed  to  him.  If  he  had  refused,  or 
denied  his  statement — well,  the  Liberal  party 
would  not  have  asked  him  to  come  there  on  their 
behalf  again.  (Applause.) 

"  Mr.  Waddington,  having  returned,  appeared 
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among  a  group  of  supporters  near  the  door  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  hall,  and  asked  if  he  might 
have  the  privilege  of  speaking  again. 

"  Mr.  Howes  :  '  No  ;  I  am  quite  satisfied  since 
one  of  your  own  party  has  spoken  of  you  as  being 
a  disgrace  to  the  cause.  (Loud  cheers.)  Until 
you  produce  that  book,  in  which  you  state  evi- 
dence is  to  be  found  that  Liberal  landlords  charge 
more  rent  than  Tory  landlords,  I  shall  have  no 
more  to  do  with  Mr.  Waddington  than  if  he  had 
never  existed.  (Loud  and  continued  cheering.) 
I  will  make  one  exception,  however.  If  he  should 
be  openly  put  forward  by  any  respectable  Con- 
servative Association  as  their  champion  I  will 
then  meet  him,  out  of  respect  to  them,  but  not 
otherwise.'  ('  Hear,  hear.') 

"  Votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Howes  and  the  chair- 
man concluded  the  meeting." 
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MORE  DEFEAT  FOR  MR.  WADDINGTON— MID  SOM- 
ERSET CAMPAIGN— DEBATE  WITH  MR.  MILLS 
IN  YORKSHIRE. 

LEAVING  Grimsby  amid  the  hearty  congratulations 
of  the  Liberal  party,  I  had  no  idea  that  I  should 
so  soon  have  again  to  encounter  Mr.  Waddington  ; 
but  at  this  time  he  was  Tory  agent  for  the  Barnsley 
Division,  a  district  in  which  I  was  very  well 
known.  Shortly  after  our  meeting  in  Grimsby, 
he  was  announced  to  lecture  at  Dodworth,  a 
colliery  village  near  Barnsley,  his  subject  was, 
"  Gladstonian  Fallacies  exposed ;  a  reply  to 
Howes  and  others."  The  local  Liberals  sent  for 
me,  I  attended  his  meeting,  the  Liberal  friends 
were  delighted  with  the  result.  On  the  following 
evening,  I  gave  a  reply  lecture  in  the  same  room, 
but  Mr.  Waddington  failed  to  appear,  although 
he  was  invited  and  had  promised  to  attend. 

At  my  meeting  the  Liberal  secretary  read  the 
following  correspondence,  which  had  passed  be- 
tween the  secretary  of  the  Conservative  Association 
and  himself :  — 

"  Rose  Hill,  Dodworth,  Barnsley, 

"  March  2Oth,  1891. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Pennington, — I  have  just  received 
the  following  message  from  Mr.  Waddington, 
*  Cannot  come  to-night,  would  spoil  my  meeting 
in  Barnsley  ;  announce  reply  Saturday  evening.' 
Of  course  I  cannot  expect  Mr.  Howes  to  wait  at 
Dodworth  any  longer.  I  have  sent  the  telegram 
to  our  committee,  so  I  do  not  expect  they  will 
take  any  action  to-night. 

"  I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

"C.    H.    CORBOLD." 
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"  Dodworth,  near  Barnsley, 

"  20th  March,  1891,  noon. 
"C.  H.  Corbold,  Esq., 

"  Re  this  evening's  lecture  as  per  enclosed  hand- 
bill. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  to  hand,  the  contents 
of  which  surprises  me  very  much.  I  think  you 
will  see  that  Mr.  Waddington's  non-appearance 
will  do  your  cause  a  great  amount  of  harm.  I 
might  justly  argue  that  it  is  due  to  us,  that  he 
should  be  there  to-night,  to  question  or  cross- 
examine  Mr.  Howes. 

"  If  Mr.  Waddington  conies  on  Saturday  it  will 
be  patent  to  everybody,  that  he  remained  away 
when  he  knew  Mr.  Howes  was  there  and  only 
appeared  in  his  absence. 

"  Thanking  you  for  your  courtesy, 
"  I  remain,  dear  sir, 

"  Yours  faithfully, 
"  R.  N.    PENNINGTON." 

"  Dodworth, 

"  March  2Oth,  1891. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Pennington,— Thanks  for  your  note 
and  the  bill  announcing  the  meeting.  I  regret 
exceedingly  that  owing  to  his  being  advertised  to 
speak  at  Barnsley,  Mr.  Waddington  cannot  at- 
tend your  meeting.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  fair 
for  us  to  have  Mr.  Waddington  to-morrow,  in  Mr. 
Howes'  absence,  so  at  a  future  time  we  must  try 
to  arrange  for  them  to  meet,  and  hope  you  will 
explain  to  your  meeting,  and  tender  my  regret. 
"  Yours  faithfully, 

"  C.  H.  CORBOLD." 

The  following  press  comments  also  appeared  :  — 

'  The    Conservatives  of  Dodworth  must  have 

felt  both  pained  and  humiliated  by  the  exhibition 

of  ignorance  and  insolence,  bounce  and  bluster, 
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which  they  witnessed  at  the  Town  School,  on 
Thursday  night,  and  these  feelings  must  have  been 
intensified  by  the  non-appearance  on  Friday  night 
of  the  'Champion  Challenger/  who  had  valiantly 
undertaken  to  enact  the  part  of  a  political  '  Jack, 
the  Giant  Killer.' 

"  Mr.  Howes'  task  was  an  easy  one,  he  had  no 
occasion  to  make  history  to  bolster  up  a  case,  but 
simply  to  give  a  plain,  unadorned  narrative  of 
facts.  There  always  have  been,  and  always  will 
be,  two  parties  in  the  state,  and  no  one  who  wishes 
well  to  his  country  could  desire  it  to  be  otherwise. 
All  men  cannot  be  made  to  look  at  any  one  political 
question  from  precisely  the  same  standpoint,  and 
absolute  uniformity  in  political  opinions  and  lean- 
ings would  tend  in  the  long  run  to  bring  about 
political  stagnation.  Men  may  look  at  two  sides 
of  a  question  without  violating  in  any  way  either 
the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  moral  law,  and  the 
man  who  attempts  to  uphold  a  cause  by  the  pro- 
pagation of  falsehood,  is  a  foe  to  his  party,  as 
well  as  a  violator  of  that  moral  code  which  declares 
in  emphatic  language,  '  Thou  shalt  not  bear  false 
witness  against  thy  neighbour.' ' 

— Barnsley  Chronicle,  March  28th,  1891. 

"  The  Howes  v.  Waddington  controversy  has 
waxed  warm  in  several  quarters  lately.  The  other 
evening,  Mr.  Howes  smartly  handled  his  opponent's 
previous  lecture  at  Todmorden,  where  Mr.  Wad- 
dington failed  to  put  in  an  appearance,  though 
he  had  declared  his  willingness  to  meet  Mr.  Howes 
anywhere  at  '  five  minutes'  notice.' 

"  On  Thursday  night  however,  a  climax  was 
reached  at  Dodworth,  in  the  Barnsley  district, 
when,  under  the  auspices  of  the  local  Conservative 
Association,  Mr.  Waddington  delivered  an  address. 
Mr.  Howes  was  invited  to  attend.  This  invitation 
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was  accepted,  and  as  the  result  of  a  lengthy  en- 
counter, the  Tory  agent  was  fairly  cornered." 

— Rochdale  Observer,  March  25th,  1891. 

In  July  I  returned  to  East  Somerset  with  Mr. 
Charles  Morley,  and  we  had  a  highly  successful 
tour.  The  Western  Chronicle  said  :  — 

"  LOCAL  CHIT-CHAT." 

"  Mr.  Charles  Morley  has  been  continuing  his 
village  tour  in  East  Somerset  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  peregrinations  through  the  constituency 
have  been  a  conspicuous  success.  He  is  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  who  is  a  great 
favourite  with  East  Somerset  audiences.  Between 
them  they  do  much  useful  work  for  the  party  in 
other  directions  than  that  of  holding  public  meet- 
ings, and  Mr.  Morley's  cause  is  not  a  little  assisted 
by  the  hundred  and  one  ways  found  of  educating 
and  improving  the  electors. 

"  An  instance  of  the  energy  and  readiness  of 
Mr.  Morley  and  his  lieutenant,  occurred  on  Monday, 
when  they  were  at  Castle  Cary.  In  the  morning 
of  that  day,  they  discovered  that  a  large  number 
of  the  people  were  ignorant  of  the  result  of  the 
Wisbech  Election;  last  Friday's  Chronicle  was 
printed  before  the  poll  was  declared,  and  the 
present  issue  had  not  reached  them.  Forthwith, 
the  local  printer  was  set  to  work,  and  in  less  than 
three  hours,  a  thousand  yellow  leaflets,  containing 
the  news  of  the  latest  Liberal  triumph,  were  in 
circulation  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

"  Burton  is  not  regarded  as  a  Liberal  stronghold, 
but  the  meeting  there  on  Friday  evening  was  in 
every  way  a  highly  satisfactory  one.  The  quaint 
old  town  is  evidently  in  possession  of  a  creditable 
number  of  'the  right  sort/  as  was  unmistakably 
shown,  when  the  news  contained  in  a  telegram 
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just  received  from  Wisbech  was  told  by  Mr.  Howes, 
whose  speech  was  one  of  the  best  he  has  delivered." 

In  this  year  I  took  up  my  residence  in  Morecambe 
so  as  to  be  on  the  ground  where  I  was  frequently 
engaged,  but  the  story  of  my  sensational  work  in 
the  Lancaster  Division  must  be  told  by  itself. 

1892. — In  addition  to  my  work  in  the  Lan- 
caster Division,  I  again  met  Mr.  Mills  in  debate, 
for  one  night,  at  Earby,  in  Yorkshire,  subject  : 
"  Is  the  Record  of  the  Government's  Legislation 
in  Ireland,  during  the  past  six  years,  worthy  of  the 
confidence  of  the  United  Kingdom  ?  " 

This  debate  was  a  very  tame  affair.  Mr.  Mills 
was  never  fit  for  the  platform.  His  health  was 
generally  bad,  and  I  believe  he  suffered  very  much. 

In  June  of  this  year,  my  friends  in  Leek  (Staf- 
fordshire) were  trying  to  bring  about  a  debate  in 
their  town.  The  challenge  of  the  Liberals  brought 
forth  the  following,  which  appeared  in  the  "  Leek 
Post"  (Tory). 

"  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  an  effort  is  being 
made  to  '  fix '  Mr.  Howes  in  Leek,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  Mr.  Govier  (Liberal  Secretary)  will  take 
the  precaution  to  see  that  the  doors  leading  from 
the  platform  to  the  railway  station  are  securely 
locked  and  bolted,  otherwise,  Mr.  Howes  may  bolt. 
Hitherto,  the  motto  of  Mr.  Howes  seems  to  have 
been  :  — 

"  He  who  fights  and  runs  away, 
Lives  to  fight  another  day." 

"  Apropos  of  the  Unionist  campaign  in  the 
North  Lonsdale  Division,  we  read  in  a  daily 
contemporary  :—?  Mr.  Eli  Waddington  has  been 
here  tackling  Mr.  Howes,  the  Radical  lecturer, 
who  is  believed,  in  consequence,  to  have  taken 
his  departure  into  Staffordshire.  According  to 
Mr.  Wardle,  however,  the  fugitive  lecturer  has 
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generously  decided  to  '  call  a  halt '  at  Leek.  For 
the  sake  of  Mr.  Waddington's  shoe-leather  we 
hope  that  is  so.' ' 

At  last,  a  one-night's  debate  was  arranged 
again  with  Mr.  Waddington.  The  jubilant  Tories 
were  once  more  nonplussed.  The  Leek  Times 
gave  the  following  :  — 

"  THE  GREAT  DEBATE. 
"  JOSEPH  HOWES  v.  ELI  WADDINGTON. 

"  All  through  last  week  the  excitement  had 
been  growing,  and  such  was  the  rush  for  tickets 
to  hear  Messrs.  Howes  and  Waddington,  that  the 
number  was  increased  from  eight  hundred  to  a 
thousand,  and  even  then  hundreds  had  to  go 
away  from  the  Town  Hall,  on  Saturday  evening, 
disappointed.  The  Rev.  C.  B.  Maude  officiated 
as  chairman.  The  subject  for  debate  was  :  '  The 
Labour  Question ;  or,  Are  Liberals  or  Conser- 
vatives the  Working  Man's  Best  Friend  ?  '  Mr. 
Joseph  Howes,  who  was  received  with  great 
cheering  by  the  Liberal  side  of  the  house,  mingled 
with  hooting  from  the  Conservative  side,  was 
called  upon  to  open  the  debate,  in  a  speech  of 
half-an-hour's  duration.  This  he  did,  stating  all 
the  measures  passed  by  the  Liberals — the  Repeal 
of  the  Corn  Laws,  the  Legalisation  of  Trades 
Unions,  the  Extension  of  the  Franchise,  and 
several  minor  Acts  that  had  distinctly  benefited 
the  weekly  wage-earners ;  who,  he  contended, 
were  the  real  Labour  Party.  He  also  adduced 
the  fact  that  there  were  a  number  of  Labour 
candidates  supported  by  the  Liberal  party,  and 
asked  for  the  name  of  one  Labour  candidate  who 
had  the  support  of  the  opposite  party.  In  con- 
clusion, he  briefly  enunciated  the  principles  of 
'  one  man,  one  vote,'  and  the  '  payment  of  Mem- 
bers,' measures  to  be  passed  in  aid  of  a  better 
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representation  of  the  working  men  ;  and  men- 
tioned the  fact  that  three  Liberal  firms  in  Leek 
had  been  the  first  to  lower  the  hours  of  working 
for  those  in  their  employ. 

"  Mr.  Eli  Waddington,  a  pugnacious  little 
fellow,  evidently,  on  the  face  of  it,  as  Mr.  Chesters- 
Thompson  (Tory  brewer)  has  remarked,  '  a  perfect 
little  demon,'  then  rose  with  the  object  of  replying 
to  Mr.  Howes.  He  was  received  with  a  perfect 
storm  of  applause  from  the  Conservative  side — 
many  of  those  in  the  front  rows  waving  their 
handkerchiefs  and  stamping  their  feet.  Mr. 
Waddington  produced  a  partly-printed  and  partly- 
written  statement  from  which  he  read  a  number 
of  quotations,  having  little  or  no  bearing  on  the 
points  raised  by  his  opponent,  with  the  object  of 
showing  what  every  one  was  at  a  loss  to  determine, 
except  that  the  opinions  of  a  few  statesmen  and 
others,  including  that  of  a  Mr.  Harrison  at  the 
Trades  Union  Congress,  were  in  opposition  to  the 
views  expressed  by  the  opener  of  the  debate ; 
and  that,  therefore,  illogical  as  it  may  appear, 
he  had  no  right  to  express  such  views.  Mr. 
Waddington  was  occasionally  interrupted  when 
he  interpolated  a  random  statement  of  his  own, 
but  the  manner  in  which  he  attempted  to  reply 
to  his  opponent  did  not  even  commend  itself  to 
his  own  side,  who  soon  began  to  tire  of  his  excited 
and  confused  statements,  and  refused  to  listen 
patiently  to  his  mass  of  garbled  quotations. 

"  Each  party  then  had  another  half-an-hour— 
divided  into  quarters — and  Mr.  Waddington  was, 
on  the  authority  of  the  chairman,  who  acted  in 
the  most  impartial  manner  throughout,  convicted 
of  deliberately  quoting  from  a  book  which  he 
neglected  to  produce  ;  and  the  conclusion  of  the 
whole  thing  was  that  Mr.  Waddington,  utterly 
confounded,  defeated,  and  disgraced  by  his  own 
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unmanly  efforts,  was  compelled  to  own  himself 
beaten,  pleading  as  an  excuse  that  he  had  not 
been  fairly  treated ;  that  he  had  been  too  much 
interrupted  to  make  a  sufficient  number  of  quo- 
tations from  speeches  made  a  hundred  years  since, 
and  that  he  had,  therefore,  failed  to  make  out 
his  case." 

"  EXIT  ELI  QUIETLY. 

"We  hear  that  Mr.  EH  Waddington,  the 
Unionist  debater  (?),  departed  from  Leek  by  an 
early  train  on  Sunday,  and  that  of  all  his  party 
in  the  town,  there  were  '  none  so  poor  as  to  do 
him  reverence '  by  seeing  him  off.  Those  who 
were  present  at  the  debate  on  Saturday  evening 
will  understand  now  why  the  Leek  Tories  have 
been  so  long  in  finding  a  champion  to  take  up 
the  challenge  which  Mr.  Howes  has  so  often  re- 
newed, since  he  first  gained  the  esteem  of  Leek 
audiences. 

"  The  able  position  taken  up  by  Mr.  Howes  in 
his  opening  speech— that  it  is  to  the  Liberals 
working  folk  must  look  for  the  solving  of  the 
labour  questions,  in  that  they  have  been,  are 
now,  and  for  the  future  are  pledged  to  remain  the 
emancipators  of  toil— proved  a  totally  impreg- 
nable position  to  the  Tory  assailant,  whose  attack 
quickly  degenerated  into  a  mere  string  of  cap- 
tious quibblings  about  quotations  from  authorities 
he  vainly  endeavoured  to  press  into  his  service. 
Mr.  Waddington  was  insolent  to  his  audience,  to 
his  opponent,  and  to  his  chairman.  We  have 
heard  some  Conservatives  complaining  that  Mr. 
Howes  had  the  advantage  in  opening  the  debate  ; 
but  we  happen  to  know  that  for  that  matter  he 
has  to  thank  the  local  Conservative  Committee, 
who  insisted  upon  it,  no  doubt  anticipating  the 
greater  advantage  of  the  '  last  word  '  —had  there 
been  anything  in  it. 
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"  Without  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  we  venture 
to  say  that  Mr.  Waddington  will  never  show 
himself  on  a  platform  again  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  upon  a  debate,  for  what  credentials  he 
has,  even  to  pretend  to  be  a  debater,  quickly 
disappeared  when  he  attempted  to  delude  the 
quick-sighted  people  of  North  Staffordshire  on 
Saturday  with  a  mass  of  quotations  that  meant 
nothing,  and  the  majority  of  which  were  merely 
the  opinions  of  different  people,  and,  what  is 
more,  were  often  enough  given  without  authority 
of  any  kind." 

October  found  me  in  the  thick  of  an  Election 
fight  in  Gloucestershire.  Electioneering  is  not 
exactly  all  "  beer  and  skittles,"  but  amongst  the 
incidents  of  the  campaign  some  are  decidedly  of 
the  serio-comic  kind. 

In  visiting  the  village  of  Bibury,  for  instance, 
we  found  ourselves  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
portions  of  the  country.  Situated  in  a  valley, 
the  houses  seemed  to  be  built  into  the  hills,  and 
the  river  rippled  through  the  middle  of  the  village. 
Here,  I  am  told,  splendid  trout-fishing  can  be 
had,  but — -oh,  these  buts  ! — the  tickets  are  half-a- 
crown  each,  and  may  be  obtained  from  the  "  lord 
of  the  manor." 

East  Leach  is  another  picturesque  place  ;  nest- 
ling in  a  hollow,  a  stream  running  through  it, 
and  well-wooded  hills  forming  a  pleasing  back- 
ground. 

Two  quaint-looking  old  churches,  close  to  each 
other,  although  in  two  distinct  parishes,  named 
East  Leach  Martin  and  East  Leach  Turnville, 
gave  additional  charm  to  the  view.  But  these 
same  villages,  which  in  the  daytime  make  one 
think  that  our  lives  have  fallen  to  us  in  pleasant 
places,  are,  to  the  benighted  political  orator,  the 
veriest  pitfalls,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion 
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club  money  has  come  perilously  near  being  drawn. 
No  sooner  are  you  up  one  hill  than  down  you 
go  again,  until  the  inexperienced  driver  is  at  his 
wits'  end ;  and  once  there  seemed  to  be  every 
prospect  of  a  vacancy  on  the  Aldermanic  Bench 
at  Woodstock  ;  a  certain  small  shopkeeper  finish- 
ing his  career ;  and  a  Liberal  Federation  lecturer 
being  wanted.  One  night,  after  driving  for  several 
miles,  a  halt  was  called,  and  after  due  considera- 
tion, it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  we  were 
"  lost !  "  A  certain  M.P.,  who  is  not  unknown 
to  Mid  Oxon  electors,  distinguished  himself  by 
knocking  up  some  worthy  yeoman,  who  was  in 
bed— and  probably  wished  everybody  else  was — 
and,  learning  our  whereabouts,  we  turned  back, 
and  at  last  arrived  safely  at  our  lodgings  some 
time  in  the  morning,  where  we  passed  a  vote  of 
"  no  confidence  "  in  yours  truly  the  Driver. 
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THE  LANCASTER  DIVISION— THE  DARK  CONTINENT  — 
THE    DOCTOR    AND    THE    PARSON'S    SON. 

I  NOW  propose  to  tell  the  tale  of  my  experiences  in 
the  Lancaster  Parliamentary  Division,  and  al- 
though this  will  interfere  somewhat  with  the 
chronological  order  hitherto  adopted,  I  think  the 
nature  of  these  transactions  will  justify  the  de- 
parture. 

This  was  one  of  the  most  exciting  political 
contests  which  perhaps  ever  took  place  in  one 
constituency.  A  contest  which  lasted  over  three 
years,  and  which  at  times  developed  scenes  of 
brutality  and  blackguardism  which  could  scarcely 
be  considered  conceivable,  in  the  latter  part  of 
this  century. 

In  order  to  record  the  facts  as  clearly  as  possible, 
I  shall  quote  extensively  from  the  local  press, 
thus  giving  the  gentleman  of  the  fourth  estate  an 
opportunity  of  describing  the  scenes  of  which  they 
were  eye-witnesses. 

In  January  of  1880,  I  made  my  first  public 
appearance  in  Lancaster.  I  lectured  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Reform  Union  to  a 
splendid  audience  in  the  Palatine  Hall,  the  subject 
being:  "  Gladstone  and  Beaconsfield,  a  contrast." 

In  July  of  1886  the  Liberals  won  a  great  victory 
in  the  division,  the  long-sustained  prestige  of  the 
Tory  party  was  broken  down,  Colonel  Martin  was 
defeated,  and  Mr.  James  Williamson,  the  Liberal 
candidate  was  elected  in  his  place.  Shortly  after 
this  event,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Schnodhurst 
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who  at  that  time  was  chief  secretary  of  the  National 
Liberal  Federation,  I  consented  to  devote  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  my  time  to  the  Lancaster 
Division.  Mr.  Williamson's  great  personal  popu- 
larity, resulting  from  his  many  years'  public  and 
philanthropic  work  amongst  the  people,  no  doubt 
contributed  considerably  to  his  success  at  the 
Polls,  and  it  was  decided  after  the  victory  that 
the  constituency  should  receive  a  sound  political 
education ;  therefore  an  active  and  vigorous 
campaign  was  at  once  commenced. 

A  portion  of  the  Lancaster  Division  (including 
the  Fylde  district)  was  known  to  the  local  poli- 
ticians as  the  "  Dark  Continent,"  and  in  this  part 
both  the  inhabitants  and  their  customs  seemed 
to  be  at  least  a  hundred  years  behind  present  day 
civilisation. 

Densely  Tory,  and  completely  dominated  by 
the  State  Church,  it  had  been  the  proud  boast  of 
the  inhabitants  that  no  Liberal  had  ever  been 
allowed  to  address  a  peaceable  meeting  in  this 
sacred  Tory  preserve. 

Referring  to  previous  contests  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  the  Blackpool  Times  said  :— -"  Un- 
fortunately this  locality  has  suffered  from  a  sad 
preponderance  of  that  Tory  bigotry  and  pig- 
headedness,  which  exerts  every  nerve  to  stifle 
political  progress  and  to  make  the  spread  of 
Liberalism  impossible,  at  all  costs.  In  other 
portions  of  the  Fylde  that  malady  is  prevalent, 
but  '  Stalmine,'  and  the  surrounding  country  had 
had  an  extra  dose  of  the  evil.  When  Lord  Hart- 
ington  contested  the  division  in  the  Liberal 
interest,  there  was  strong  Tory  opposition  at  the 
meetings  he  held,  the  antagonism  reaching  such  a 
pitch  at  Fleetwood,  that  a  rowdy  opposition  mob 
smashed  the  windows  of  the  Whitworth  Institute 
(where  his  Lordship  was  speaking)  and  caused 
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the  assembly  to  fly  for  safety  from  the  missiles 
which  were  thrown  by  the  cowards  into  the  room. 
In  other  parts  of  the  Fylde  the  feeling  ran  high, 
but  the  opposition  was  not  so  skilfully  organised 
as  in  that  locality  and  across  the  river. 

"  After  that  event,  things  went  peaceably  for 
a  time,  but  the  advent  of  Mr.  Thomas  Storey  as  a 
Liberal  candidate  was  sufficient  to  reinvigorate 
the  temporary  dormant  Tory  ruffianism.  The 
influx  of  strangers  from  such  centres  as  Blackpool, 
Fleetwood,  and  Kirkham,  made  it  possible  at 
length  for  meetings  to  be  held  in  comparative 
peace  ;  but  in  the  '  Stalmine  '  district  the  feeling 
was  more  bitter  and  the  bullying  spirit  of  the  true 
Tory  was  rampant.  But  as  if  the  venom  did  not 
flow  fast  enough  from  the  party  in  the  district, 
outside  help  was  requisitioned,  and  a  Blackpool 
contingent,  among  whom  was  Mr.  H.  H.  Wain- 
wright  and  the  present  Mayor,  went  over  to 
'  Stalmine/  What  the  real  object  of  their  visit 
was  may  perhaps  be  known  best  to  themselves, 
but  it  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  they  were  well  to 
the  fore  during  the  excitement  of  the  meetings, 
and  the  general  opinion  freely  expressed  was  that 
their  presence  stimulated  disturbance,  which  there 
is  no  record  to  show  they  attempted  in  the  least 
to  quell  or  discourage.  After  this  election,  they 
were  comparatively  quiet  again. 

In  1885  Mr.  McCoam  entered  the  field  as  the 
Liberal  candidate  in  opposition  to  Major  Martin, 
and  the  rowdy  element  immediately  re-manifested 
itself,  though  (and  this  was  a  notable  circumstance) 
the  absence  of  influential  leaders  made  the 
opposition  somewhat  weak,  and  the  Liberal  candi- 
date got  off  with  a  little  cross-firing,  which  was 
not  objected  to  ;  but  the  Tories  are  like  quarrel- 
some selfish  children,  and  when  they  got  what  they 
wanted  as  the  result  of  the  election,  the  howling 
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hordes  settled  down  again  to  a  little  quietude  for 
a  season.  The  year  following,  however,  the  bru- 
tality of  their  political  nature  again  reasserted 
itself.  Mr.  Williamson,  the  present  member,  suc- 
ceeded in  ousting  his  opponent,  and  the  result  so 
exasperated  the  Tories,  that  no  stone  was  left 
unturned  to  make  the  life  of  the  Liberals  in  the 
district  as  undesirable  as  possible.  Boycotting 
was  not  unknown,  and  one  liberal  paid  the  penalty 
of  the  honesty  of  his  convictions  by  having  his 
house  and  windows  "  sodded "  by  some  of  the 
disappointed  Tory  rabble.  Just  about  this  time, 
the  Lancaster  Liberal  Association  committed  what 
is  a  most  heinous  offence  in  the  eyes  of  the  average 
Tory,  they  attempted  to  disseminate  political 
truths.  With  this  commendable  object  in  view, 
they  arranged  meetings  from  time  to  time  in  the 
Stalmine  and  Hambleton  districts,  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  the  division.  The  defeat  of  the 
Tory  candidate  had  been  blow  enough  for  the 
local  Tories,  but,  the  attempt  to  educate  the  dis- 
tricts was  so  opposed  to  their  idea  of  the  fitness 
of  things  that  their  exasperation  knew  no  bounds. 
A  display  of  intolerance  and  a  general  running 
riot  was  the  result. 

This  was  the  condition  of  things  I  had  to  face 
when  I  commenced  this  educational  work.  A 
number  of  orderly  and  successful  meetings  were 
held  in  various  parts  of  the  constituency,  and  I 
began  to  think  that  the  rowdy  reputation  of  the 
districts  had  been  exaggerated ;  but  I  was  soon 
to  be  undeceived.  I  had  not  entered  the  Fylde 
district  or  "  Dark  Continent "  as  it  was  called; 
when  I  did,  I  found  the  pure  unadulterated 
Toryism  of  the  natives  as  robust  and  as  brutal  as 
ever.  Aided  by  a  plentiful  supply  of  that  wonderful 
beverage,  "  Beer,"  and  led  on  by  a  doctor  and 
a  clergyman's  son,  they  gained  during  the  follow- 
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ing  three  years,  a  notoriety  for  their  neighbourhood, 
which  all  decent  people  might  well  be  ashamed  of. 

In  May  of  1884,  I  was  lecturing  in  the  rural 
parts  of  the  Blackpool  division,  which  touches  up 
to  the  Lancaster  Division  and  includes  part  of 
the  Fylde  district. 

At  Great  Eccleston,  I  had  a  very  large  meeting 
in  the  Baptist  Chapel,  the  parish  school-room 
having  been  refused  us.  The  Tories  had  previously 
held  meetings  in  this  district,  which  was  con- 
sidered a  Tory  stronghold.  My  meeting  produced 
the  following  press  criticisms  : — • 

"  POSITION    OF    THE    CONSERVATIVE    PARTY    IN 

THE  FYLDE." 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Blackpool  Herald. 

"  Dear  Sir,— As  one  of  the  oldest  Conservatives 
in  the  Fylde  district,  and  not,  I  hope,  without  a 
little  influence,  I  have  watched  with  unvarying 
interest  the  fortunes  of  our  grand  old  Constitu- 
tional Party,  and  have  not  hesitated,  when  necessity 
arose,  to  do  what  little  I  could  in  furtherance  of 
the  principles  which  at  all  times  have  been  dear 
to  me. 

"  Recent  events  have  not  escaped  my  attention, 
and  it  is  upon  these  that  I  wish  for  a  moment  to 
dwell,  as  well  as  upon  the  general  local  position 
of  the  Conservative  party.  I  wish,  sir,  to  speak 
candidly,  as  I  have  far  greater  faith  in  the  whole 
truth  than  in  an  admixture  of  truth  and  fiction. 
I  ask — is  the  present  position  of  the  Constitutional 
party  in  this  district  a  satisfactory  one  ?  I  say 
not,  and  in  saying  this  I  know  I  only  express  the 
opinions  of  many  Conservatives  in  the  district. 

"  As  supporters  of  a  worthy  cause,  I  ask — are 
we  to  be  satisfied  with  the  recent  efforts  which 
have  been  put  forth  at  Great  Eccleston,  especially 
in  the  face  of  such  a  lecture  as  that  delivered 
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there  on  Monday  night  by  Mr.  Howes?  Now, 
sir,  it  is  no  use  our  shutting  our  eyes,  opening  our 
mouths,  and  trusting  to  what  will  be  sent  us,  we 
must  weigh  results  and  judge  fairly  between 
ourselves  and  our  opponents  as  to  what  the  effect 
is  likely  to  be.  I  for  one  am  not  satisfied  with 
Mr.  Byron  Reed's  clap-trap;  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  so.  We  want  something  real,  solid,  and  sub- 
stantial. When  we  ask  for  bread,  we  expect  to  get 
it,  and  .not  a  stone  ;  neither  am  I  satisfied  with 
Mr.  Wainwright's  policy,  the  latter  gentleman  has 
undoubtedly  done  good  service  for  the  party  in 
this  district,  and  as  a  reward  for  his  efforts  has 
been  promoted  to  the  honourable  position  of 
president,  yet  we  naturally  expect  him  to  illus- 
trate his  fitness  for  that  position.  I  would  not 
for  one  moment  say  that  because  Mr.  Wainwright 
is  a  young  man  that  he  consequently  is  unfit  to 
lead  the  Tory  party,  but  I  do  think,  and  I  speak 
advisedly,  that  he  has  done  harm  to  the  cause 
amongst  our  Eccleston  friends.  The  Conservative 
meetings  have  borne  the  stamp  of  a  losing  game 
and  have  been  exact  exemplifications  of  the 
quotation  : — '  No  case,  abuse  the  plaintiff.'  What, 
I  ask,  are  the  Eccleston  people  to  think  of  it, 
and  what  I  further  should  like  to  know  are  they 
to  think  of  Mr.  Wainwright's  letters  as  contrasted 
with  those  of  his  opponent  ?  I  do  not  feel  very 
highly  flattered  to  think  that  the  leader  of  our 
party  should  be  capable  of  writing  such  indiscreet 
epistles,  and  I  think  the  fewer  we  have  of  them  the 
better  it  will  be.  What  we  want,  and  what  we 
must  have,  is  thorough  political  education  and 
organisation,  and  until  we  can  get  this,  I  maintain 
that  no  progress  will  be  made.  Less  confidence 
must  now  be  placed  in  the  gullibility  of  the  public ; 
they  are  beginning  to  read  and  think  for  them- 
selves, and  will,  it  is  highly  probable,  be  pretty 
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accurate  judges  between  the  cases  submitted  for 
their  consideration.  Then  again,  in  view  of  the 
extension  of  the  franchise,  a  large  accession  of 
strength  will  undoubtedly  be  realised  by  our 
opponents,  whose  partial  inactivity,  I  may  inci- 
dently  remark,  has  been  a  mercy  to  us,  and  if  we 
mean  to  hold  the  supremacy  we  have  so  long 
enjoyed,  if'  we  desire  to  retain  any  well-tried 
members,  I  say,  we  shall  have  to  make  a  far  dif- 
ferent effort  than  has  as  yet  been  put  forth. 

'  This  is  no  time  for  personalities  and  bickering, 
we  want  genuine  work,  and  unless  something  of 
the  kind  is  done,  I  for  one  shall  be  disgusted,  and 
I  know  many  others  who  will  be  equally  indignant; 
of  this  I  am  certain,  that  we  are,  at  all  events, 
gaining  no  ground,  and  it  is  just  possible  that  as 
things  are  now  turning,  I  should  be  safe  in  making 
a  far  more-sweeping  assertion.  A  few  may  doubt 
the  advisability  of  some  of  the  remarks  I  have 
made,  but  I  think  it  is  better  to  get  at  the  truth 
and  when  once  we  realise  our  true  position  we 
may  make  such  arrangements,  whatever  they  may 
be,  as  will  lead  to  a  fostering  of  our  different  forces, 
and  which  will  enable  us  to  bring  every  influence 
to  bear,  not  only  in  meeting  our  opponents,  but 
also  in  building  up  that  party  which  has  produced 
such  an  illustrious  statesman  as  our  departed  and 
thrice  honoured  leader,  Lord  Beaconsfield. 

"  Thanking  you  in  anticipation  for  the  space. 

"  I  remain,  yours,  etc., 

"  A  CONSERVATIVE."  • 

"  I  wonder  what  the  Conservatives  think  of  the 
Liberal  meeting  which  was  held  at  Great  Eccleston 
on  Monday  evening.  Of  this,  I  am  certain,  that 
it  is  some  time  since  such  a  speech  as  that  of  Mr. 
Howes'  was  delivered  in  the  district,  and  it  is  a 
pity  that  a  larger  room  was  not  at  liberty,  so 
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that  more  could  have  been  present.  As  it  was, 
the  rising  generation  had  to  remain  outside,  to- 
gether with  a  number  of  children  of  a  larger 
growth.  The  people  of  Eccleston  evidently  antici- 
pated a  treat,  and  that  was  the  very  thing  they  got. 

"  Monday  night's  meeting  was  thoroughly  rep- 
resentative— contingents  being  present  from  all 
parts  of  the  Fylde.  Rows  of  sturdy  farmers  and 
landowners  were  to  be  seen  side  by  side,  all 
apparently  anxious  to  know  the  truth  in  regard 
to  their  position.  Among  these,  were  Conser- 
vatives as  well  as  Liberals — a  fact  which  cer- 
tainly says  something  for  the  interest  now  being 
taken  in  politics  by  a  class  hitherto  looked  upon 
as  caring  for  nought  except  the  industry  with 
which  they  have  more  particularly  to  do. 

"Mr.  Howes  at  once  realised  the  sort  of  ground 
he  had  under  cultivation,  and  shaped  his  plans 
accordingly.  He  took  the  Tories  completely  by 
surprise,  and  speedily  demonstrated,  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt,  who  were  the  friends,  and  who 
were  the  enemies  of  the  agricultural  classes. 
The  farmers  looked  at  the  lecturer  and  then  at 
each  other,  as  if  in  a  state  of  glorious  uncertainty. 
Harder  and  harder  was  the  nail  driven  home, 
until  at  length  all  room  for  doubt  vanished  ; 
'  the  veil  was  rent  in  twain '  ;  the  farmers  saw 
and  believed,  and  cheered  to  the  very  echo  the 
overwhelming  evidence  thus  produced.  Yes, 
these  Tory  farmers  cheered — and  what  else  could 
they  do  ?  Were  they  to  swear  that  black  was 
white  ?  They  are  not  such  fools  as  all  that ;  and 
therefore  these  men  who  just  before  had  raved 
over  the  war  in  Egypt,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
political  alphabet  repeated  by  Mr.  Reed,  now  saw 
the  error  of  their  ways,  and  immediately  made 
amends,  by  turning  round  to  the  other  side." 

—Blackpool  Herald  (neutral),  May  23rd,  1884. 
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The  Mr.  Wainwright  referred  to  in  the  letter 
was  the  son  of  the  vicar  of  Christ  Church,  Black- 
pool, and  the  gentleman  who  afterwards  became 
so  notorious  in  connection  with  the  Fylde  district 
rowdyism.  The  remainder  of  my  meetings  in 
this  part  were  very  successful,  and  this  no  doubt 
gave  the  Tories  of  the  Lancaster  Division  some 
idea  of  the  necessity  for  organised  opposition, 
when  the  time  came  for  the  invasion  of  their 
territory7. 

In  February  of  1887  I  opened  the  campaign 
in  the  Palatine  Hall,  Lancaster,  and  a  right 
glorious  meeting  it  was.  The  large  hall  was 
crowded  in  every  part  and  the  enthusiasm  was 
immense. 

Leaving  Lancaster,  I  entered  the  "  Dark  Con- 
tinent," and  then  commenced  a  series  of  the 
most  rowdy  demonstrations  that  a  public  man 
ever  had  to  face.  I  had  been  told  that  one  of  the 
Tory  leaders,  at  a  private  meeting  of  their  party, 
had  said  :  "  Howes  must  not  be  heard.  If  he  is, 
he  will  make  converts,"  and  accordingly,  this 
policy  was  adopted.  It  must  have  cost  a  large 
amount  of  money  to  provide  the  drink  and  other 
necessary  adjuncts  of  Tory  warfare.  The  Tories, 
having  resolved  that  no  Liberal  meeting  should 
be  held  in  the  Fylde  district,  the  Liberals  became 
equally  determined  to  break  down  this  tyranny, 
and  establish  the  right  of  free  speech. 

My  first  lively  experience  was  at  Hambleton. 
The  Lancashire  Evening  Post  reported  the  meeting 
as  follows  :  — 

"  POLITICS    IN    THE    LANCASTER    DIVISION. 
"  UPROARIOUS   MEETING   AT   HAMBLETON. 
"  A  TORY  CHALLENGE  AND  A  FIASCO. 
"  Last  evening,  Mr.  J.  Howes,  who  is  on  a  toui 
through  the  Lancaster  district,  visited  Hambleton 
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at  the  South-Westerly  corner  of  the  Division,, 
and  delivered  a  political  address  in  the  Board- 
school.  This  brought  about  one  of  the  liveliest 
meetings  that  have  been  witnessed  in  the  district 
for  many  years.  Numbers  of  visitors  arrived  in 
omnibuses  from  Poulton,  Blackpool,  Fleetwood, 
Kirkham,  and  all  the  surrounding  towns  ;  and 
when  the  doors  were  opened  a  little  before  the 
time  announced  for  the  commencement  of  the 
meeting,  the  people  crowded  in,  filling  the  place 
in  a  few  moments.  In  a  short  time  the  audience 
became  uncomfortably  wedged ;  while  outside 
the  building  was  a  huge  crowd  of  persons,  many 
of  them  violently  clamouring  for  admission.  It 
became  evident  from  the  outset  that  the  large 
crowd  in  the  room  were  not  by  any  means  unani- 
mous in  their  views  on  political  questions.  Cheers 
were  called  and  given  for  Lord  Salisbury  ;  then 
for  Mr.  Gladstone ;  and  afterwards  for  Mr.  H. 
H.  Wainwright,  and  other  local  party  leaders. 
When  the  chairman  arrived,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Howes,  and  a  number  of  prominent  Liberals 
of  the  neighbourhood,  they  were  received  with 
cheers  and  hooting.  The  chairman's  rising  to 
open  the  proceedings  was  the  signal  for  a  tre- 
mendous outburst  of  feeling.  When  something 
like  order  had  been  restored,  he  said  he  wished 
to  ask  them,  not  as  Tories  or  as  Liberals,  but  as 
Englishmen,  and  men  of  sense  and  intelligence, 
to  give  a  fair  hearing  to  Mr.  Howes.  (Interruption, 
followed  by  cheers  for  Major  Martin.)  The  chair- 
man proceeded,  amidst  continuous  interruptions, 
to  express  his  satisfaction  at  seeing  such  a  large 
meeting,  because  it  showed  that  there  was  an 
awakening  among  the  dry  bones.  At  this  point 
he  was  again  stopped  by  great  clamour,  both 
inside  and  outside  the  building.  He  remarked 
that  it  was  very  absurd  on  their  part  to  groan  in 
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that  manner.  ('  Hear,  hear/  cheers,  and  derisive 
laughter.)  The  chairman  added  a  few  practical 
remarks,  and  then  introduced  the  lecturer,  for 
who  he  bespoke  a  fair  hearing. 

"Mr.  Howes,  who  was  received  with  great 
cheering,  followed  by  almost  equally  forcible 
hooting,  said  he  proposed  to  take  for  his  subject 
the  History  of  the  Great  Political  Party  to  which 
he  was  opposed.  During  the  delivery  of  his 
address  the  lecturer  was  frequently  interrupted, 
though  on  the  whole  the  hearing  accorded  to  him 
was  more  patient  than  might  have  beerr  antici- 
pated under  the  circumstances.  On  one  occasion 
the  demeanour  of  a  portion  of  the  crowd  became 
so  violent  that  Mr.  Breakall  threatened  that  he 
would  give  the  disturbers  in  charge  of  the  police, 
a  large  force  of  whom  were  present.  Order  was 
once  more  restored,  and  Mr.  Howes  was  allowed 
to  proceed,  and  he  gave  a  very  interesting  account 
of  what  the  Liberals  had  secured  for  the  people 
in  the  past,  claiming  that  they  were  the  only 
party  entitled  to  popular  support.  He  entered 
largely  into  the  Egyptian  question  and  other 
public  topics,  and  concluded  by  stating  that  the 
platform  was  now  open  for  discussion,  and  in- 
viting the  Tory  champions  to  come  forth  and  show 
where  he  was  wrong.  (Cheers,  and  uproar.) 

"  Mr.  R.  Edmonson,  of  Fleetwood,  who  had 
been  expressly  indicated  by  the  chairman,  came 
forward  to  champion  the  cause  of  the  Conservative 
party,  and  he  took  up  several  of  the  points  with 
considerable  skill.  The  debate  between  the  two 
gentlemen  was  continued  at  great  length.  Then 
Dr.  Day  (Stalmine)  came  forward,  and  said  he 
accepted  Mr.  Howes'  challenge  to  discussion — 
(cheers,  and  uproar) — and  he  asked  that  gentle- 
man if  he  would  meet  Mr.  J.  S.  Mills,  of  Oldham, 
in  that  room  on  the  following  night.  (Cheers.) 
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Mr.  Howes  intimated  his  perfect  readiness  to 
accept  this  challenge,  provided  that  Mr.  Mills 
would  meet  him  at  Lancaster,  where  he  (Mr. 
Howes)  was  announced  to  speak  that  night. 

"Mr.  Mills  (who  was  present)  said  he  would 
do  so  if  he  could  be  released  from  an  engagement 
to  lecture  in  that  room  at  Hambleton  on  the 
same  night. 

"  Amid  perpetual  scenes  of  disorder  and  uproar, 
the  subject  matter  of  a  debate,  to  take  place  at 
Lancaster  on  Tuesday  evening,  was  finally  ar- 
ranged between  Mr.  Howes  and  Mr.  Mills,  the 
question  for  discussion  being :  '  The  Relative 
Policies  for  the  Government  of  Ireland.' 

"  Dr.  Day  then  said  he  had  engaged  Mr.  Mills 
on  his  own  responsibility,  and  he  would  not  re- 
lease that  gentleman  from  his  appointment  to 
speak  at  Hambleton  on  the  night  in  question. 

"  Great  uproar  followed  this  announcement, 
and  after  repeated  cheers  had  been  given  (for 
Gladstone  and  Williamson),  the  meeting  broke 
up,  without  any  of  the  usual  votes  of  thanks." 

On  the  following  night  I  lectured  to  a  crowded 
and  enthusiastic  audience  at  Lancaster,  but  Mr. 
Mills  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance. 

This  was  my  first  experience  of  the  "  Dark 
Continent."  -  My  subsequent  visits  caused  me 
frequently  to  reflect  upon  Shakespeare's  lines — 


"The  times   are  out  of  joint. 
Oh,   cursed  spite, 
That  ever  I  was  born 
To  set  them   right !  " 
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THE  HEYSHAM  SCHOOLMASTER— TORY  "DAY  LIGHT 
AT  HAMBLETON— "  WE  DON'T  WANT  YOU  IN 
OUR  VILLAGE." 

THE  next  three  weeks  were  occupied  in  visiting 
the  more  peaceable  and  orderly  portions  of  the 
Lancaster  Division. 

The  picturesque  village  of  Heysham,  which  is 
situated  at  the  West  end  of  Morecambe  Bay,  is 
extremely  old-fashioned,  and  known  to  be  a  Tory 
stronghold ;  but  the  people  are  peaceably  in- 
clined, and  although  I  have  lectured  there  on 
many  occasions  since  this,  my  first  visit,  I  have 
never  experienced  any  organised  opposition  there. 

My  first  meeting  in  Heysham  was  somewhat  of 
a  novelty  to  the  natives.  They  listened  with 
great  patience.  The  Electors'  Guide,  for  March, 
1887,  thus  describes  the  gathering  :— • 

"  No  stranger  to  the  people  of  this  Division, 
Mr.  Joseph  Howes'  second  tour  was,  as  antici- 
pated, an  immense  success.  A  description  of  this 
remarkable  debater,  or  an  account  of  his  wonder- 
ful power  over  the  most  antagonistic  audience  is 
unnecessary,  seeing  that  he  has  visited  every 
nook  of  this  large  district,  and,  without  a  single 
exception,  has  been  listened  to  by  the  largest 
audiences  ever  known  to  have  assembled  at  the 
respective  places  where  he  spoke. 

"The  secret  of  his  success  is  in  a  great  measure 
due  to  the  mastery  he  possesses,  not  only  of  the 
political  questions  which  have  for  ages  occupied 
the  attention  of  Englishmen,  but  also  to  the  in- 
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timate  acquaintance  he  has  made  with  the  history 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  All  this  he  has  at  his 
finger-ends  ;  so  that  at  Heysham  the  other  day, 
when  one  of  the  great  and  learned  of  the  village 
— one  who  the  villagers  look  up  to  with  awe,  and 
wonder  how  one  small  head  can  carry  all  he  knows 
— with  a  view  of  puzzling  our  debater,  inquired 
of  him  whether  he  could  go  back  to  the  origin 
of  tithes,  Mr.  Howes  in  an  instant  roamed  back 
to  ^Ethelwulf's  days,  and  was  soon  speeding  at 
lightning  pace  over  the  little  incidents  that 
disturbed  that  warrior's  reign,  as  easily  as  if  he 
had  been  repeating  the  oft-told  tale  of  a  nine- 
teenth-century Tory  orator. 

"  The  audience  gaped  at  this.  It  took  their 
breath  away.  That  an  ordinary  mortal  like  Mr. 
Howes  should  be  equal— nay,  that  he  should 
silence  the  schoolmaster,  was  little  less  than  a 
miracle  ;  and  when  a  stillness  followed  and  Mr. 
Howes  entreated,  almost  pathetically,  for  more 
questions,  and  still  they  came  not,  a  honest 
farmer  among  the  audience  recovered  his  breath, 
and  exclaimed,  in  tones  of  unbounded  admira- 
tion :  '  They  are  done ;  they  cannot  puzzle 
you!' 

In  the  following  June  I  again  returned  to  Ham- 
bleton,  on  which  occasion  the  proceedings  were 
almost  indescribable. 

The  following  appeared  in  the  Lancaster 
Guardian,  June  nth,  1887. 

"  THE  COERCION  BILL. 

"  DISORDERLY  MEETING  AT  HAMBLETON. 

"  MR.  HOWES  AND  DR.  DAY. 

'Under  the  auspices  of  the  Lancaster  Division 
Liberal  Association,  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  has,  this 
week,  commenced  a  series  of  lectures  on  '  The 
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Coercion  Bill— .the  Government's  Jubilee  Gift  to 
Ireland/  The  meetings  have  principally  been 
held  in  the  open  air,  and  they  have  been  attended 
by  large  and  enthusiastic  audiences.  On  Wednes- 
day evening  an  open-air  meeting  was  held  in  the 
playground  attached  to  the  Board-school  at 
Hambleton  ;  the  speakers  addressing  the  audience 
from  a  waggonette  drawn  up  near  the  school 
door.  There  was  a  large  attendance — numerous 
contingents  of  Liberals  from  Lancaster,  Garstang, 
and  Pilling  being  present  to  take  part  in  the 
meeting ;  whilst  large  numbers  of  people  flocked 
in  from  the  surrounding  districts.  It  was  some- 
what amusing  to  see  how  the  latter  came  up  to 
the  meeting — marching  up  like  so  many  companies 
of  soldiers,  only  without  the  military  gait  and 
appearance  acquired  by  drills.  A  very  strong 
impression  prevailed  that  one  party,  fifty  or  sixty 
strong,  had  been  whipped  together  for  the  purpose 
of  upsetting  the  meeting.  It  soon  became  evi- 
dent that  a  considerable  portion  of  them— the 
majority  of  whom  were  young  men  and  boys — had 
mustered  for  the  express  purpose  of  preventing  the 
meeting  from  being  held ;  or,  at  all  events,  with 
the  determination  of  interrupting  the  lecturer 
and  other  speakers  as  much  as  they  possibly 
could.  Massing  themselves  at  one  side  of  the 
playground,  these  people  kept  up  throughout  the 
proceedings  a  continual  fire  of  hisses,  hooting, 
braying,  and  howling,  mingled  with  the  most 
meaningless  gesticulations  and  abusive  epithets. 
When  Dr.  Day,  the  Tory  champion  in  this  intelli- 
gent district,  made  his  appearance  on  the  scene, 
he  received  a  most  boisterous  welcome,  but  even 
he  could  not  persuade  his  admirers  to  be  reason- 
ably quiet  while  he  challenged  Mr.  Howes  to 
meet  Mr.  Eli  Waddington  next  week.  The  dis- 
orderly conduct  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings 
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was  so  great  that  Mr.  Howes  was  compelled  to 
turn  his  back  on  the  interrupters  and  address 
the  more  intelligent,  and  certainly  more  orderly 
auditors— some  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number— 
who  had  congregated  at  the  opposite  side  of  the 
arena.  Mr.  Cattrell,  of  Kirkham,  presided,  and 
amongst  those  present,  in  addition  to  the  lecturer, 
were  the  Rev.  J.  Wayman  (Blackpool),  Rev.  A. 
Selvis  (Poulton),  and  other  local  gentlemen." 

After  giving  the  chairman's  opening  remarks 
and  a  portion  of  my  address,  the  same  report 
says  :— * 

"  At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  Dr.  Day 
drove  up  in  a  trap,  and  was  accorded  a  most 
uproarious  welcome  by  the  rowdy  element  in  the 
meeting ;  who,  while  Mr.  Howes  had  been  speak- 
ing, "had  continued  howling  and  braying  in  a 
thoroughly  ludicrous  fashion.  Dr.  Day  walked 
up  to  the  waggonette  upon  which  the  lecturer 
was  standing,  and  upon  seeing  him,  Mr.  Howes 
said  :  '  I  am  'glad  to  see  Dr.  Day  is  present  at 
this  meeting,  and  I  propose  to  make  you  a  fair 
offer.  I  propose  to  give  him  equal  time  with  my- 
self if  he  will  come  up  here  and  discuss  the  quest- 
ion.' (Cheers  and  hooting.) 

"  Dr.  Day,  who  spoke  amid  frequent  inter- 
ruptions, said  :  '  I  am  not  a  political  lecturer, 
and  I  did  not  come  here  to  discuss  the  matter 
with  Mr.  Howes.  (Laughter  and  uproar.)  But  I 
ask  Mr.  Howes  to  meet  Mr.  Eli  Waddington  here, 
on  Tuesday  night  next,  to  discuss  the  matter 
with  him.'  (The  greatest  disorder  followed  this 
challenge  ;  several  persons  shouting  out :  *  Good 
lad,  doctor  ; '  '  That's  cappin'  tha,  Howes  ;' 
*  Tha  darn't '  — amid  mingled  groanings  and 
cheering.) 

"Mr.  Howes :  '  Order,  order.  Now  I'll  give 
you  my  reply.  (Renewed  disturbance.)  Gentle- 

222 


TORY  "DAY"  LIGHT  AT  HAMBLETON. 

men,  this  is  an  important  point,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary you  should  hear  it.— Mr.  Singleton,  will  you 
keep  your  friend  quiet  ?  I  shall  have  to  name 
some  of  you.  ('  Thou  can't.')  I  have  been  en- 
deavouring to  point  out  that  this  question  is 
worthy  of  discussion,  whichever  side  we  may  be 
on.  (Dr.  Day  :  '  Hear,  hear.')  I  have  offered  to 
divide  the  time  at  my  disposal  to-night  with  Dr. 
Day.  (Interruption.)  Now,  really,  will  you 
listen  ;  can't  you  behave  yourselves  while  I  give 
my  reply  ?  ' 

"  Dr.  Day  :  '  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  has  challenged 
me  to  meet  him,  and  discuss  these  questions  with 
him,  and  I  say  I  am  not  a  professional  lecturer, 
like  Mr.  Howes  ;  and  I  don't  think  I  am  compet- 
ent to  discuss  these  questions  with  a  professional 
lecturer — (roars  of  laughter,  and  a  voice  :  '  Nay, 
Doctor,  that  won't  do  ') — consequently,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  bring  a  professional  lecturer  of 
the  same  standing  as  Mr.  Howes,  to  discuss  these 
matters  with  him.  I  have  been  unable,  owing  to 
short  notice,  to  do  so.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Bottomley 
but  he  is  engaged  and  can't  come.' 

"  Mr.  Howes  :    '  I  knew  he  was/ 

"  Dr.  Day  :    '  You  did  ?  ' 

"  Mr.  Howes  :    '  I  did.' 

"  Dr.  Day  :    '  That  is  a  lie,  sir/ 

"  Mr.  Howes  :    '  I'll  prove  it  in  a  moment/ 

"  Dr.  Day  :  '  Then  I  say  it  is  a  lie,  sir  !  I  am 
here  to  tell  the  truth,  and  you  have  no  right  to 
say  a  thing  of  that  kind.  Here  is  a  telegram  from 
Carlisle,  stating  that  Mr.  Bottomley  is  engaged 
there.  Since  then,  I  have  communicated  with 
Mr.  Eli  Waddington,  and  I  ask  Mr.  Joseph  Howes 
whether  he  will  meet  Mr.  Waddington  on  Monday 
or  Tuesday  night  next — whichever  he  pleases  ?  * 
(Cheers  and  laughter.) 

"  Mr.  Howes  :    '  Every  Englishman  is  in  favour 
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of  fair  play— {interruption)— Can't  you  remain 
quiet  ?  ' 

"  The  chairman  at  this  point  rose,  and  pointing 
at  one  individual,  said  :  '  Have  you  just  come 
out  of  Whittingham  Asylum,  may  I  ask  ?  You 
look  as  if  you  were  ready  to  go  back  again.' 
(Laughter  and  groans.) 

"  Mr.  Howes,  continuing,  said  :  '  During  the 
whole  time  I  have  been  on  the  platform  I  have 
always  endeavoured  to  serve  my  Tory  friends 
better  than  they  have  served  me,  and  to  place 
myself  at  their  disposal  whenever  they  could 
find  a  champion.  I  have  met  Mr.  Bottomley — 
(interruption,  and  a  voice  :  '  Aye,  and  he  licked 
tha.')— Did  he  ?  Well,  I  should  like  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  meeting  him  again.  I  published 
a  verbatim  report  of  the  debate,  but  Mr.  Bottom- 
ley  did  not.  (Uproar.)  Mr.  Day,  on  the  last 
occasion,  succeeded  in  bringing  Mr.  Mills  to 
Hambleton,  and  I  want  to  refer  to  the  occurrences 
which  then  took  place,  as  bearing  upon  the 
present  challenge.' 

"  Dr.  Day  :  '  If  you  are  going  to  repeat  the 
statements  which  appeared  in  the  papers,  I  deny 
them.'  (Cheers  and  uproar.) 

"  Mr.  Howes  went  on  to  point  out  how,  on 
that  occasion,  Mr.  Mills  declined  to  defend  the 
actions  of  the  Tory  party  during  the  present 
century,  or  even  during  the  past  thirty  years. 
Then  he  asked  if  he  would  discuss  the  present 
aspect  of  the  Irish  question  ;  and  when  they  were 
upon  the  point  of  agreeing  upon  the  subject,  Dr. 
Day  sprang  upon  the  platform  and  interrupted. 

"  Dr.  Day  :  '  I  said  I  would  not  liberate  him. 
I  challenged  Mr.  Howes  to  meet  Mr.  Mills  here 
on  the  following  night.' 

"Mr.  Howes  :  '  When  you  knew  I  was  engaged 
in  Lancaster.' 
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"  Dr.  Day  :    '  I  did  not !  ' 

"  Mr.  Howes  :    '  I  say  you  did  !  ' 

"  Dr.  Day  :  '  It  is  a  lie,  sir— an  abominable 
lie  !  I  live  in  a  country  district,  far  away  from 
any  town.  We  never  get  any  Lancaster  papers 
in  this  part  of  the  district.' 

"Mr.  Howes  :  '  If  that  is  so,  there  is  no  wonder 
that  you  are  Tories.  It  is  only  necessary  for  you 
to  get  some  of  the  Lancaster  papers,  and  you  would 
soon  turn  round.'  (Renewed  laughter  and  inter- 
ruption.) 

"Dr.  Day  :  '  That  is  beside  the  question,  sir. 
I  am  honest  and  as  straightforward  as  you  are  — 
and  I  don't  tell  lies  if  you  do  !  ' 

"  Mr.  Howes  :  '  I  put  a  question  to  Mr.  Mills 
in  your  presence,  and  he  said  that  the  reason  he 
came  late  was  that  the  engine  had  left  the  rails — 
that  there  had  been  an  accident.' 

"  Dr.  Day  :  '  There  was  an  accident.  I'll 
prove  it.  Any  of  your  Liberal  friends  shall  go 
with  me  to  prove  it.' 

"  Mr.  Howes  :   '  That  the  engine  left  the  rail  ?  ' 

"  Dr.  Day  :  '  I  didn't  say  that.  I  said  there 
had  been  an  accident,  and  I  can  prove  it  by  the 
station-master  at  Poulton.  I'll  deposit  £5  down 
with  anyone,  and  I'll  prove  it.'  (Roars  of  laughter, 
and  a  voice  :  '  Here,  let  me  hev  it,  mate.') 

'  The  dispute  was  continued  for  some  time, 
amidst  continued  interruptions,  and  eventually 
Mr.  Howes  said  he  was  willing  to  meet,  in  fair 
discussion,  any  representative  Tory  upon  one 
condition,  and  that  condition  was  :  that  the 
Conservative  Association  should  put  him  forward 
as  their  champion.  The  moment  that  was  done 
he  (Mr.  Howes)  would  at  once  consent  to  meet 
Mr.  Waddington  at  any  place  in  the  world. 
(Cheers  and  groans.) 

"  Dr.  Day  :    '  I  asked  him  to  come  here  on  my 
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own  account.     I  am  not  the  Conservative  Asso- 
ciation.' 

"  Mr.   Howes  :    '  Does  he  represent  you  ? ' 

"  Dr.  Day  :  '  Will  you  answer  the  question  ?  — 
yes  or  no.' 

'  Mr.  Howes  :  '  Will  you  listen  ?  I  stand  here 
as  the  representative  of  the  Liberal  Association 
of  this  constituency,  and  I  will  meet  any  man, 
as  the  representative  of  the  Tory  Association  of 
this  constituency,  the  moment  the  Tory  Asso- 
ciation choose  to  put  him  forward  as  their  cham- 
pion.' (Cheers.) 

"Dr.  Day  :  '  Then  Mr.  Howes  refuses  to  meet 
Mr.  Waddington? '  ( Uproar,  and  a  voice  i 
'  Waddington's  a  nobstick.') 

"  Mr.  Howes  :  '  The  Doctor  asks  whether  I 
refuse  to  meet  Mr.  Waddington.  I  say  no.  The 
moment  the  Tory  Association  puts  him  forward, 
I'll  meet  him.' 

"  Dr.  Day  :  '  But  I  am  not  the  Tory  Asso- 
ciation.' (Voice  :  '  No  ;  if  you  were  you'd  be 
a  good  un  ; '  and  laughter.) 

'  The  district  of  Hambleton  is  evidently  the 
very  darkest  part — even  although  the  light  of 
'  Day '  is  always  shining  upon  it — of  what  has 
been  called  the  '  Dark  Continent.' 

"  Our  friend,  Mr.  Howes,  visited  Hambleton  on 
Wednesday  evening,  and  gave,  or  tried  to  give,  in 
the  open-air,  a  lecture  on  the  '  Coercion  Bill.' 
The  Tory  forces  of  Hambleton  and  district  were 
ready  to  give  him  the  reception  they  generally 
accord  to  people  who  come  amongst  them  to  give 
them  a  little  information,  and  teach  them  some  of 
the  facts  and  principles  of  political  truth.  A  gang 
of  them,  it  appears,  was  marched  up  in  military 
style  to  the  school  playground,  where  Mr.  Howes 
had  anchored  himself,  and  they  kept  up  throughout 
the  meeting  an  incessant  uproar. 
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"Dr.  Day,  who  is  a  foolishly  conspicuous  and 
rash  champion  of  the  Tory  cause  in  the  Fylde 
district,  repeated  the  game  he  played  when  Mr. 
Howes  was  at  Hambleton  on  a  former  occasion 
and  challenged  Mr.  Howes  to  meet  a  Tory  lecturer. 
Mr.  Howes  was  complacent  enough  to  offer  to 
divide  the  time  at  disposal  that  evening,  between 
Dr.  Day  and  himself,  but  this  invitation  Dr.  Day 
with  some  wisdom  declined.  He  repeated  his 
challenge,  whereupon  Mr.  Howes  said,  '  that  he 
would  meet  Mr.  Waddington,  the  Tory  lecturer 
named  by  Dr.  Day,  if  Mr.  Waddington  was  put 
forward  by  the  Lancaster  Conservative  Association. 
This  did  not  suit  Dr.  Day,  who  lost  his  temper,  and 
who  several  times  interrupted  Mr.  Howes'  state- 
ments with  the  expression,  '  It's  a  lie.'  That  is 
the  sort  of  Tory  courtesy  which  is  accorded  to 
Liberals  by  Tory  gentlemen  at  Hambleton.  In 
the  statements  he  made  as  it  happens,  Mr.  Howes 
told  the  simple  truth,  but  it  availed  him  nothing. 
It  did  not  pacify  Dr.  Day  and  it  did  not  calm  the 
meeting.  Mr.  Howes,  however,  pluckily  went  on 
with  his  lecture,  and  the  result  of  it  must  be  left 
to  time. 

"  In  Dr.  Day,  the  Tories  of  the  Fylde  district 
have  a  champion  who  they  would  find  it  to  their 
interest  to  subject  to  a  severe  application  of  the 
'closure.'  " — Lancaster  Guardian. 

My  readers  will  no  doubt  imagine  Dr.  Day  to 
be  a  curious  specimen  of  humanity ;  but  I  assure 
them  that  they  can  form  no  adequate  conception 
of  the  individual,  unless  they  saw  him  leading  a 
gang  of  well  "  primed,"  furious  agricultural  Tories. 
The  Dr.  had  no  desire  to  see  a  well-conducted 
political  debate  arranged.  His  challenges  were 
merely  a  little  theatrical  display.  The  Conserv- 
ative Association  of  the  division  would  never  have 
anything  to  do  with  his  arrangements,  and  al- 
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though  its  officers  had  not  the  power  or  the  inclina- 
tion to  suppress  the  erratic  doctor,  yet  they  never 
cared  openly  to  associate  themselves  with  his 
tactics.  The  doctor  was  very  furious,  when,  at 
the  close  of  this  meeting  at  Hambleton,  the  chair- 
man said  :  "  If  Dr.  Day  had  studied  his  reputation 
as  an  intelligent  man,  he  would  have  stayed  at 
home  and  attended  to  his  plasters  and  pills;  if 
he  knew  as  little  about  medicine  as  he  does  about 
politics  he  would  be  very  little  use  in  the  district. 
(Laughter.)  He  reminds  me  of  the  goat,  and  if 
he  had  as  much  mind  as  he  had  beard  he  would 
have  stayed  at  home."  (Renewed  laughter.) 

To  vary  the  monotony,  I  next  lectured  in  Gar- 
stang,  to  a  very  intelligent  audience;  over  500 
people  were  present,  and  the  greatest  enthusiasm 
prevailed,  only  three  dissentients  being  found  to 
a  resolution  condemning  the  "  Coercion  Bill." 

During  this  month  I  visited  the  village  of 
Whittington  and  addressed  the  first  political  meet- 
ing in  that  place. 

The  meeting  was  held  in  the  open-air,  but  prior 
to  commencing  I  took  a  walk  through  the  village 
and  was  told,  in  confidence,  that  the  people  were 
"  all  Tories  in  Whittington."  Addressing  a 
bright-looking  youth  of  some  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  of  age,  I  said,  "  So  you  don't  like  the  Radicals 
here  ?  "  "  Oh,  I  like  them  well  enough,"  was  the 
response,  "It's  my  father  who  don't  want  them." 
Evidently  this  lad's  ideas  were  more  modern  than 
those  of  his  parent. 

When  the  chairman  stood  up  to  commence  the 
meeting,  the  audience  arranged  itself  on  the  top 
of  a  stone  wall,  some  considerable  distance  from 
the  platform,  and,  notwithstanding  all  our  efforts, 
the  people  refused  to  budge  an  inch. 

Addressing  a  thin  line  of  people,  thirty  or  forty 
yards  long,  is  not  an  easy  matter  ;  but  I  was  just 
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about  to  proceed,  when  help  came  from  an  un- 
expected quarter.  The  owner  of  the  wall  appeared 
from  behind,  armed  with  a  couple  of  sticks  of  no 
mean  proportions,  and  he  ordered  the  sitters  to  clear 
off.  This  was  just  what  I  wanted,  and  so,  un- 
wittingly, a  Tory  did  me  good  service.  I  had  not 
proceeded  far  with  my  remarks,  when  another 
incident  occurred.  A  Mr.  Kidd,  the  landlord's 
agent,  appeared  upon  the  scene,  and,  stepping  into 
the  middle  of  the  road,  he  pushed  his  hat  a  little 
way  back,  brought  his  stick  down  on  the  ground 
with  a  thump,  and  resting  both  hands  on  it,  he 
said  :  "I  am  not  going  to  let  you  speak  ;  we  have 
a  quiet  little  Conservative  village  here  and  we 
don't  want  you  to  come  into  our  quiet  agricultural 
village  like  this,  you  are  disturbing  us." 

I  ventured  to  point  out  that  no  one  was  creating 
a  disturbance  but  him  ;  whereupon  he  replied  : 
"  You  are  going  to  incite  our  people.  We  don't 
want  you.  Now,  lads ;  three  cheers  for  Lord 
Salisbury."  Mr.  Kidd  waved  his  stick  over  his 
head,  but  met  with  no  response.  "  Now,  lads  ; 
three  cheers  for  Lord  Salisbury — hip,  hip,  hurrah." 
Someone  in  the  audience  called  out :  "  Let  us 
go  on  with  the  meeting,"  whereupon  Mr.  Kidd 
collapsed  ;  but  the  fun  was  not  yet  over.  After 
I  had  been  speaking  a  little  longer,  a  horse  and 
cart,  driven  by  a  local  farmer,  came  with  con- 
siderable force  against  the  waggonette  on  which 
I  was  standing,  although  there  was  plenty  of  room 
for  it  to  pass.  The  driver,  on  being  remonstrated 
with,  said  :  "  You  will  have  to  remove  from  here  ; 
this  land  belongs  to  me."  The  chairman  said  : 
"  The  people  pay  for  the  making  of  the  road,  and 
therefore  it  is  public."  But  the  farmer  insisted 
that  he  owned  eighteen  feet  of  the  road  in  the 
front  of  his  barn  ;  and  on  measuring,  it  appeared 
that  our  waggonette  was  some  three  or  four  feet 
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short  of  that  distance.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
appease  the  wrath  of  this  owner  of  part  of  God's 
universe,  we  removed  our  waggonette,  and  I 
again  resumed  my  speech,  amid  general  cheering 
by  the  audience.  A  little  later,  and  this  Tory 
farmer  and  this  cart  again  appeared  upon  the 
scene.  He  announced  that  he  wanted  to  "go  in 
there" — pointing  to  the  gate.  Our  Waggonette 
was  again  removed,  and  our  opponent,  cart  and 
all,  finally  disappeared.  After  this,  we  were  not 
further  molested.  I  finished  my  address,  and 
after  answering  a  few  questions,  I  drove  away 
from  the  village,  amid  loud  cheering ;  thus 
bringing  to  a  conclusion  the  first  political  meeting 
ever  held  in  Whittington. 
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CHAPTER    XXI. 

MORE  HAMBLETON  ROWDYISM— DR.  DAY  AND  MR. 
WAINWRIGHT  DEFEATED  AT  STALMINE— AN 
ALL-NIGHT  MEETING. 

IN  January  of  1888  I  paid  another  visit  to  Ham- 
bleton,  when  the  old  order  of  things  was  repeated, 
as  the  following  comments  will  show  : — • 

"  MR.  JOSEPH  HOWES  AT  HAMBLETON. 
"  A   LIBERAL   MEETING   UNDER  DIFFICULTIES. 

"  Hambleton  was  again  the  scene  of  a  remark- 
able Liberal  meeting  last  Monday,  when  Mr. 
Howes  appeared  at  the  School-room  to  deliver  an 
address  on  the  Irish  question,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Lancaster  Division  Liberal  Association. 

"  The  waggonette  in  which  Mr.  Howes  and 
several  other  gentlemen  drove  from  Lancaster 
was,  on  nearing  Stalmine,  pelted  with  rotten 
eggs— which,  fortunately,  did  no  damage.  On 
arriving  at  Hambleton,  a  crowd  of  excited  men 
and  boys  took  up  a  position  at  the  back  of  the 
school-room,  and  when  the  chairman  rose  to  open 
the  proceedings  he  was  greeted  with  groans, 
cat-calls,  whistling,  and  every  conceivable  species 
of  noise.  The  room  was  packed.  The  first  rows 
of  benches,  to  the  number  of  six  or  seven,  were 
occupied  by  respectable  people,  including  one  or 
two  ladies.  Mr.  Howes  appealed  to  those  at  the 
back  to  give  him  a  quiet  hearing,  but  his  appeal 
was  answered  by  a  number  of  lads  singing  a  variety 
of  songs  to  a  variety  of  tunes. 

"Mr.    Howes    then    endeavoured    to    proceed 
with  his  address,  and  was  listened  to  attentively, 
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until  he  made  what  part  of  the  audience  evidently 
thought  was  a  point,  for  they  commenced  by  way 
of  answering  it,  cheering  loudly  for  Salisbury  and 
Balfour ;  and  calling  for  three  groans  for  Glad- 
stone. The  chairman  at  length  threatened  to  have 
the  ringleaders  of  the  disturbance  put  out.  Pre- 
vious, however,  to  doing  this,  he  invited  those 
who  were  in  favour  of  the  meeting  being  held  to 
say  so.  About  two-thirds  of  the  audience  held 
up  their  hands  in  favour  of  the  meeting ;  and 
none  were  raised  when  the  contrary  was  put. 
Two  men  who  made  themselves  prominent  by 
their  disgraceful  howling  were  then  ejected  by. 
the  police.  Mr.  T.  Poole  then  called  out  that  he 
would  do  all  he  could  to  prevent  the  Liberals 
having  the  use  of  the  school-room.  Mr.  Howes 
replied  that  if  he  was  shut  out  of  the  school-room 
he  would  speak  in  the  open  air  ;  and  then  asked 
Mr.  Poole  if  he  thought  the  present  proceedings 
were  a  credit  to  the  Conservative  cause.  The 
question  was  repeated  half-a-dozen  times,  until 
at  length  Mr.  Poole  replied,  '  It  might  have  been 
worse '  — which  was  answered  with  roars  of 
laughter.  Mr.  Howes  then  proceeded  with  his 
address,  under  remarkable  difficulties.  One 
section  of  the  audience  plied  him  with  a  running 
string  of  questions  ;  while  another  section  jeered 
and  howled,  or  cheered  for  Salisbury,  when  Mr. 
Howes  made  an  attempt  to  reply.  Mr.  Howes 
next  appealed  to  them  as  intelligent  men — he  was 
sure  there  were  some  men  of  sense  among  them. 
This,  strange  to  say,  greatly  enraged  the  crowd, 
and  he  was  groaned  at  loudly ;  several  calling 
out  :  '  We  are  not  intelligent !  ' 

"  After  about  half-an-hour  had  passed  in  this 
fashion,  someone  called  out :  '  Tell  us  about 
Glenburgh.'  This  gave  the  speaker  an  opening. 
In  impassioned  tones  he  related  the  sufferings 
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of  the  Irish  peasants  in  that  place  ;  how  their 
miserable  belongings  were  destroyed  ;  their  wives 
and  children  turned  out  on  the  road-side  in  the 
snow,  and  the  roofs  of  their  huts  burned  over 
their  heads.  For  perhaps  twenty  minutes  there 
was  a  dead  silence,  and  several  were  moved  to 
tears.  It  was  a  striking  contrast  to  the  previous 
uproar  !  Mr.  Howes  was  producing  an  impression, 
when  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  disturbers  shouted  : 
'  Three  cheers  for  Balfour  !  '  Great  uproar  then 
followed,  and  the  rest  of  the  address  was  inter- 
rupted from  time  to  time  by  meaningless  cries 
and  questions.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer 
was  carried  without  opposition ;  but  when  a 
similar  compliment  was  proposed  to  the  chair- 
man it  was  challenged  by  one  of  the  audience, 
who  proposed  a  vote  of  confidence  in  Lord  Salis- 
bury. Mr.  Howes  moved  an  amendment  :  '  that 
this  meeting  refuses  to  pass  a  vote  of  confidence 
in  Lord  Salisbury,  believing  that  a  system  which 
supports  landlords  in  stealing  the  improvements 
of  their  tenants  ought  not  to  be  upheld.'  The 
amendment  was  carried  by  a  large  majority ; 
and  a  stormy  meeting  ended. 

"  Further  difficulties  arose  when  Mr.  Howes 
attempted  to  leave  the  village.  The  wheels  of 
his  waggonette  had  been  chained  to  the  spring 
by  some  men ;  the  chains  being  made  fast  with 
a  '  S  '  hook,  the  ends  of  which  had  been  knocked 
up  close.  Before  the  wheel  could  be  liberated  a 
chisel  and  hammer  had  to  be  obtained,  and  the 
hook  cut  in  two. 

"  An  excited  crowd  gathered  round,  and  did 
all  they  could  to  hinder  the  departure  of  Mr 
Howes  and  his  supporters  ;  the  language  used 
the  whole  of  the  time  being  of  a  kind  that  cannot 
be  repeated." 

— Lancaster  Guardian,  January  28th,  1888. 
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The  rowdy  reputation  gained  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  village  was  soon  eclipsed  in  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Stalmine,  near  which  Dr 
Day  resided.  Many  times  had  I  to  visit  this 
centre  of  Tory  activity  before  I  could  obtain  a 
hearing.  Organised  bodies  of  men  were  marched 
in  from  the  surrounding  villages,  and,  led  on  by 
Dr.  Day,  Mr.  Wainwright,  and  others,  they 
yelled,  hooted,  and  pelted  us  with  all  manner  of 
unsavoury  missiles.  The  only  room  available  for 
us  in  the  village  at  this  time  was  the  club  room 
of  the  "  Pack  Horse  Inn  "—for  which  we  had  to 
pay  a  considerable  rent. 

My  earliest  meetings  in  Stalmine  were  broken 
up  amid  a  great  scene  of  excitement. 

The  Lancashire  Evening  Post  said  :  — 

"  There  is  a  corner  of  the  Lancaster  Division 
that,  until  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  was  politi- 
cally dead ;  in  fact,  it  is  only  within  the  last 
three  years  that  there  has  been  any  effort  made 
to  bring  about  a  resurrection.  At  the  last  General 
Election,  a  Lancaster  speaker  referred  to  it  as 
a  '  Dark  Continent '  — a  remark  which  caused  men 
in  position  a  great  deal  of  chagrin.  The  delectable 
locality  comprises  the  districts  of  Stalmine  and 
Hambleton.  The  Liberals  have  of  late  been 
trying  to  spread  the  light  amongst  the  people 
here.  As  a  consequence,  the  rampageous  Toryism 
of  both  the  Blackpool  and  Lancaster  Divisions 
seems  to  take  special  pains  to  display  its  fighting 
characteristics.  The  Tories,  headed  by  Dr.  Day, 
of  Stalmine,  and  supported  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Wain- 
wright, of  Blackpool,  seem  resolved  that  their 
political  opponents  shall  not  be  allowed  to  con- 
duct a  public  meeting.  Many  meetings  have  been 
held  there  in  the  last  four  months  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Howes,  and  the  efficient  lecturers  employed  by 
the  Lancaster  Liberal  Association  ;  but  to  nearly 
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every  one  of  them  a  band  of  organised  ruffians 
has  been  marched  up  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
a  scene.  We  understand  that  there  is  a  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  the  Liberals  around  the 
entire  locality  to  put  an  end  to  this  condition  of 
things.  We  shall  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  a 
complete  '  chuck-out '  of  all  the  Tory  disturbers 
who  may  seek  to  try  on  their  little  game  at  the 
next  meeting.  One  thing  which  has  produced  a 
feeling  of  intense  irritation,  is  the  speech  of  Mr 
Wainwright,  at  a  Blackpool  Primrose  League 
meeting,  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  break-up  of 
Mr.  Howes'  recent  lecture  as  a  great  Tory  victory. 
Much  surprise  is  expressed  as  to  why  Mr.  Wain- 
wright  does  not  show  the  same  enthusiasm  in  his 
own  particular  Division.  He  ought  to  challenge 
Mr.  Howes  to  a  debate— then  there  would  be 
afforded  a  '  spectacle  for  the  gods.'  ' 

On  February  i5th,  1888,  we  had  a  fresh 
development  at  Stalmine,  as  the  following  news- 
paper report  will  show  : — • 

"  THE  DEMOCRACY  AND  THE  GENTRY  AT 
STALMINE.   . 

41  MR.  JOSEPH  HOWES  TERRIFIES  THE  SQUIRES, 

"  WHO  BRING    DOWN    MR.    WADDINGTON, 
"  AND   BEHAVE   ACCORDING   TO   THEIR   LIGHTS. 

"  It  would  have  done  you  all  good,  no  matter 
to  what  party  you  belong,  to  see  the  assemblage 
that  greeted  Mr.  Howes  when  he  entered  the 
Stalmine  school-room.  The  room  was  nearly 
packed — -packed  with  one  class — -toilers.  Some 
of  you  who  have  read  the  reports  of  Liberal 
meetings  at  Hambleton,  put  down  the  people  as 
bores,  thick-skulled,  and  coarse  of  tongue  ;  but 
you  would  have  at  once  recognised  your  mistake 
last  Wednesday.  There  were  the  people  of  the 
district — -a  great  number  of  them  Tories — Tories 
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who  make  a  boast  that  they  are  Tories,  because 
their  grandfathers  were  '  Tories  before  them '  — 
all  hard-working  fellows,  who  greeted  Mr.  Howes 
very  cordially  when  he  stepped  on  the  platform. 
It  promised  to  be  a  really  good  meeting,  because 
those  present  comprised  those  who  dress  in  fus- 
tian. Experience  has  taught  Liberals  that  when 
broad-cloth— Hamble  ton  and  Stalmine  broad- 
cloth—-appears  on  the  scene,  the  result  is  con- 
fusion. 

"  The  chairman,  in  a  few  words,  made  the 
appeal  it  is  customary  to  make  in  this  part  when 
opening  a  meeting — -an  appeal  for  a  fair  hearing, 
and  promised  questions  at  the  finish.  The  audi- 
ence responded  with  a  cordial  cheer  ;  and  then 
Mr.  Howes  stood  up.  For  perhaps  fifteen  minutes 
he  sailed  along  pleasantly.  The  crowd  was  with 
him,  and  not  a  murmur  was  heard.  Then  Dr. 
Day  and  Mr.  Wainwright  arrived,  accompanied 
by  their  tin- whistle  band,  yelling  horribly.  Per- 
haps the  company  numbered  twenty,  perhaps 
thirty.  The  two  distinguished  politicians  walked 
arm  in  arm  up  the  passage,  talking  loudly  and 
laughing  hysterically.  A  perfect  babel  afterwards 
occurred.  Indignant  cries  came  from  Liberals 
and  Tories  alike.  Mr.  Wainwright  replied  with 
an  insipid,  girlish  smile,  peculiar  to  him.  The 
chairman  called  out  that  they,  as  gentlemen, 
should  at  least  set  a  better  example  to  those 
around  them.  Mr.  Wainwright  and  Dr.  Day 
grinned  and  chuckled  at  the  idea.  What  did  they 
know  about  '  gentlemanly  '  behaviour  ?  The 
chairman  recognised  his  mistake  at  once  '  If 
you  do  not  keep  quiet  you  will  be  put  out,'  said 
he.  The  intelligent  couple  understood  the  mean- 
ing of  that  remark,  and  a  policeman  being  close 
at  hand,  they,  after  assuming  an  air  of  virtuous 
indignation  at  being  named  from  the  platform,. 
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subsided  into  a  whispered  dialogue.  But  the 
audience  by  this  time  had  become  greatly  ex- 
cited, as  was  natural ;  and  then  the  companions 
of  Messrs.  Wainwright  and  Day  grew  outrageous. 
It  was  a  perfect  pandemonium  for  about  five 
minutes,  still  Mr.  Wainwright  smiled  in  a  sickly 
manner,  and  Dr.  Day  chuckled  and  rubbed  his 
knees,  and  the  other  '  gentlemen '  seemed  to 
enjoy  themselves  amazingly. 

"  Meanwhile,  Mr.  Howes  had  spied  out  Mr. 
Waddington  in  the  crowd,  and  when  the  tumult 
lessened,  he  called  out :  '  I  am  glad  to  see  you 
here.  I  have  wanted  to  meet  you  for  a  long 
time.  I  propose  to  divide  the  time  with  you  to- 
night for  debate.'  The  audience  cheered  franti- 
cally at  this  announcement.  Mr.  Waddington 
was  taken  back.  He  had  been  brought  there,  not 
to  debate  (he  ran  away  at  Pontypool),  but  to  put 
questions.  For  about  fifteen  minutes  he  wriggled 
and  quibbled.  Anything  but  debate  would  suit 
him.  At  length,  the  chairman  succeeded  in 
getting  him  on  the  platform,  and  a  debate  on 
the  subject,  'Should  Ireland  Have  Home  Rule  ?  ' 
was  fixed.  It  lasted  for  about  three  hours  and 
a  half.  We  will  shortly  sum  it  up  in  this  manner. 
Mr.  Waddington  repeatedly  defying  the  ruling 
of  the  chairman.  Mr.  Wainwright  smiling  terribly. 
Dr.  Day  pulling  out  his  watch  from  time  to  time 
and  holding  it  up  to  the  platform— 4ie  was  itching 
to  be  chairman.  The  audience  behaved  very 
fairly  considering  the  great  provocation  they  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Waddington.  The  Stalmine  Con- 
servative Association  howled  very  badly,  con- 
sidering the  distinguished  patronage  they  received. 
The  debate  served  no  useful  end.  Mr.  Waddington 
insisted  upon  talking  for  twenty  minutes,  instead 
of  the  fifteen  minutes  which  were  allowed  both 
speakers  by  the  chairman ;  and  the  tin-whistle 
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band  backed  the  Tory  up.     There  was  nothing 
for  it  but  to  bring  the  meeting  to  a  close." 

"  THE  SECOND  NIGHT. 

"  Of  course,  Liberals  do  not  intend  to  be  put 
down  in  the  Fylde  by  doctors  or  disappointed 
Tory  candidates  for  Parliamentary  honours.  The 
next  night,  the  Tories  had  their  meeting  at  Stal- 
mine — but  the  Liberals  were  there  too,  and  in 
very  strong  force.  Dr.  Day  looked  dazed,  and 
well  he  might,  when,  after  he  had  delivered  his 
usual  commonplace,  which,  at  Stalmine,  passes 
for  a  political  speech,  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  stood 
up,  and  claimed  the  same  privilege  as  Mr.  Wad- 
dington  insisted  upon  the  previous  night— >the 
right  to  equal  time  on  the  platform.  Dr.  Day 
had  great  doubt  whether  a  Liberal  was  entitled 
to  demand  anything  so  preposterous.  A  Tory 
might,  certainly.  But  it  was  audacious  for  a 
Radical  like  Mr.  Howes  to  demand  anything  of 
the  sort.  The  yells  and  howls  of  the  members  of 
the  Conservative  Association,  who,  from  mere 
force  of  habit,  yelled  at  the  wrong  time,  and  the 
frantic  cheering  of  the  Liberals  for  Mr.  Howes, 
who  was  standing  up  in  the  body  of  the  room, 
warned  Dr.  Day  that  his  old  game  was  up.  He 
wisely  determined  to  steer  a  '  middle  course/ 
which,  as  the  poet  tells  us,  is  so  dear  to  craft — 
in  this  case  political  craft,  of  course — he  left  the 
matter  to  Mr.  Waddington.  Now,  Mr.  Wadding- 
ton  did  not  like  this  ;  it  was  hardly  fair  for  his 
own  chairman  to  leave  to  him  the  disagreeable 
duty  of  declining  to  meet  an  antagonist.  First 
of  all,  he  wanted  to  know  how  a  discussion  on 
'  Fair  Trade  versus  One-sided  Free  Trade  '  would 
do.  It  wouldn't  do  at  all  for  Mr.  Howes.  The 
debate  must  be  on  '  Home  Rule.'  Mr.  Wadding- 
ton  was  very  sorry,  '  Fair  Trade '  was  such  an 
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interesting  subject.  It  might  be,  but  '  Home 
Rule  or  nothing '  amounted  to  Mr.  Howes' 
answer.  He  had  plenty  of  supporters  to  back  him 
up,  and  Mr.  Waddington  and  Dr.  Day  knew 
this.  It  was  amusing  to  see  how  they  both 
winced  under  this  painful  discovery.  Here  was 
Mr.  Howes  dictating  terms  in  Dr.  Day's  princi- 
pality. Here  was  Dr.  Day,  powerless  to  keep 
an  audience  in  '  my  own  village  '  quiet.  And  more 
than  one  present  had  a  grand  feeling  of  the  de- 
lights— well,  of  revenge.  Some  remembered  how, 
not  so  long  ago,  Dr.  Day  tauntingly  uttered  at 
Hambleton  words  to  this  effect  :  '  It's  no  use 
you  Liberals  coming  down.  This  is  a  Tory  place. 
If  you  want  to  see  a  good  meeting,  attend  one 
of  ours.'  Well,  here  he  is,  '  appealing  to  my  own 
friends  ; '  threatening  to  '  stand  up  all  night,  if 
necessary ; '  begging  '  an  attentive  hearing  for 
Mr.  Waddington.'  The  whole  audience  laughed 
merrily  at  the  excited  and  disappointed  little 
man.  The  previous  night,  when  the  Liberal 
chairman  had  some  difficulty  in  keeping  a  few 
rowdies  quiet,  Dr.  Day  seemed  the  happiest 
person  in  the  meeting. 

"  The  whirligig  of  time— -very  brief  time — brings 
about  pleasant  changes." 

— Electors'  Guide,  November,  1888. 

"  To  describe  or  report  a  debate,  which  occu- 
pied between  six  and  seven  hours  last  night,  in 
a  village  many  miles  away  from  telegraphic  or 
railway  communication,  is  a  task  which  taxes 
the  resources  of  a  journal  appearing  the  folio  wing  • 
day.  Fortunately,  we  are  able  to  put  the  follow- 
ing narrative  of  the  debate  between  Mr.  Joseph 
Howes  and  Mr.  Waddington,  before  our  readers. 
Mr.  Howes  had  had  a  debate  the  previous  night 
with  Mr.  Waddington,  but  the  hearing  he  got 
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was  undoubtedly  one-sided.  The  Conservatives 
were  in  full  force,  and  his  arguments  were  not 
questioned,  but  howled  down.  Last  night  the 
Liberals  in  the  division  turned  out  in  fairly  good 
force,  determined  to  have  fair  play. 

"  The  meeting  was  started  punctually  at  7.30. 
Dr.  Day  occupied  the  chair,  and  was  supported 
on  the  platform  by  a  crowd  of  Conservatives. 
Dr.  Day  announced  that  his  lecturer,  Mr.  Wad- 
dington,  would  lecture  on  '  Fair  Trade  versus 
Free  Trade.'  Of  course,  forgetting  that  Home 
Rule  had  been  debated  the  previous  night,  and 
that,  owing  to  the  disorderly  conduct  of  the  Tories, 
the  meeting  had  to  be  dismissed  abruptly,  he, 
seeing  that  no  other  course  was  open  to  him, 
accepted  Mr.  Howes'  challenge  to  continue  the 
debate  of  the  previous  night. 

"  The  debate  commenced.  Dr.  Day  could  not, 
however,  keep  his  Tory  friends  quiet,  and  re- 
peated scenes  of  disorder  prevailed  all  through 
the  meeting.  Mr.  Waddington  shuffled  and 
shifted ;  he  refused  to  answer  his  opponent's 
arguments  from  time  to  time  ;  and  he  was  fre- 
quently greeted  with  cries  of  '  Go  home  ; '  '  Sing 
a  song,'  etc.  At  length,  he  lost  his  temper — which 
was  all  he  had  to  lose — -and  called  Mr.  Howes' 
conduct  '  dirty,'  '  mean,'  etc.  Mr.  Howes  merely 
retorted  by  repeating  his  questions  ;  and,  fairly 
goaded  by  the  audience,  Mr.  Waddington  went 
the  length  of  garbling  various  paragraphs  for  the 
purpose  of  answering  his  opponent's  points.  Mr. 
Howes,  whose  memory  is  extraordinary,  picked 
him  up  at  once.  Again  and  again  he  challenged 
him  to  hand  him  the  proofs.  Repeatedly  Mr. 
Waddington  refused.  Mr.  Howes  was  determined. 
He  offered  £5  to  any  charitable  institution  in  the 
Division  if  Mr.  Waddington  would  hand  the 
proofs  of  various  statements  he  had  made.  Mr. 
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Waddington  still  refused.  Then  the  uproar  was 
great.  The  arguments  in  favour  of  Home  Rule 
were  repeated  over  and  over  again,  but  remained 
unanswered.  Mr.  Waddington  was  thoroughly 
beaten. 

"  At  the  conclusion  of  the  debate,  which  did 
not  finish  until  close  upon  2.0  a.m.,  the  great 
bulk  of  the  large  audience  rose  and  waved  hats 
and  handkerchiefs  enthusiastically.  Howes  was, 
without  doubt,  thoroughly  victorious.  Such  a 
man  as  Mr.  Waddington,  ought,  it  was  generally 
agreed,  never  to  attempt  to  approach  him  in 
debate/'—  Lancaster  Observer  (Unionist). 
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CHAPTER    XXII. 

SCHOOL-ROOMS     REFUSED— WE     MEET    IN    BARNS  — 
HAMBLETON    QUIET   AT    LAST. 

A  FEW  weeks  after  the  events  recorded  in  the  last 
chapter,  I  again  visited  Stalmine,  but  we  were 
not  allowed  to  have  the  use  of  the  schoolroom, 
and  to  our  surprise  we  discovered  that  some 
pressure  had  been  put  upon  the  tenant  of  the 
"  Pack  Horse  Inn,"  for  the  club  room  at  that 
establishment  was  also  denied  us,  although  we 
had  good  reason  for  supposing  that  the  proprietor 
did  not  very  readily  consent  to  lose  the  handsome 
fee  which  we  were  in  the  habit  of  paying  for  the 
use  of  this  room.  However,  we  succeeded  in  hiring 
a  barn  about  a  mile  from  the  village.  The  fact 
of  this  meeting  being  held  on  private  property 
seemed  to  have  a  restraining  influence  upon  the 
noisy  element,  for  although  there  was  considerable 
opposition,  plenty  of  questions — some  of  which 
were  of  a  very  comical  character — -and  the  usual 
booing  and  shouting  when  we  had  finished,  yet 
on  the  whole  this  was  the  most  orderly  meeting 
that  had  up  to  that  time  been  held  in  Stalmine. 
The  next  night  I  visited  Out-Rawcliffe,  when  a 
number  of  the  members  of  the  Stalmine  Conser- 
vative Association  marched  over  and  made  things 
extremely  lively. 

The  Electors'  Guide,  for  March,  contained  the 
following  :  — 

"  ARE  WE  PROGRESSING    IN    THE  FYLDE  ? 

"  We  still  experience  great  difficulty  in  holding 
public  meetings  at  Hambleton  ;    and  our  gather- 
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ing  at  Stalmine  was  invaded  by  the  roughs  who 
have  hitherto  been  conspicuous  at  Hambleton. 
In  all  other  parts  of  the  Division  the  record  is 
one  of  triumph.  We  have  now  to  redouble  our 
efforts  in  two  places --Stalmine  and  Hambleton. 
But,  before  we  proceed  further,  we  wish  it  to  be 
thoroughly  understood  that  what  we  have  to 
contend  against  is  not  the  opposition  of  the  people 
of  these  villages  ;  nor  do  we  meet  with  men  who 
argue  or  fight  for  political  principles  they  hold 
to  be  just.  Not  at  all.  We  have  as  opponents 
a  band  of  overgrown  lads,  members  of  the  Stal- 
mine Conservative  Association,  whose  only  wea- 
pons of  attack  are  howls  and  tin- whistles.  We 
do  not  for  a  moment  deny  that  the  Tories  are 
stronger  in  point  of  numbers  at  Stalmine  and 
Hambleton  than  the  Liberals ;  but  we  have 
abundant  proof  that  they  are  now  beginning  to 
think  out  political  questions  for  themselves,  in- 
dependent of  the  great  ones  of  the  district.  We 
can  give  ample  evidence  that  the  bulk  of  the 
Tories  in  the  Fylde  are  positively  ashamed  of 
the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  Stalmine 
Conservative  Association.  Here  is  one  piece  of 
evidence.  This  tin- whistle  organisation  numbers 
just  sixty  members  ;  that  is  all.  Yet  the  sub- 
scription is  only  two  shillings  and  sixpence  ;  and 
when  a  member  cannot  afford  to  pay  that  mag- 
nificent sum,  one  of  the  would-be  potentates  of 
the  Association  pays  it  for  him.  But  no  man 
who  values  a  character  for  decent  behaviour  at 
a  political  meeting  cares  to  join  that  assemblage. 
The  Lancaster  Gazette,  the  Tory  organ,  when  dis- 
cussing their  mouthings  not  so  long  ago,  remarked 
that  '  they  disgust  moderate  and  sensible  people.' 
We  charitably  assume  that  forty  out  of  the  sixty 
members  are  guilelessly  innocent  of  the  pitiable 
spectacles  they  make  themselves.  Their  leaders 
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are  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame.  For  example,  one 
of  them  was  heard  to  remark  at  Garstang  last 
Thursday  that  he  '  could  always  get  twenty  men 
together  to  break  up  a  Liberal  meeting.'  We 
admit  it,  but  that  is  all  he  can  get." 

My  next  meeting  at  Hambleton  was  a  decided 
improvement  on  the  past.  The  Electors'  Guide , 
referring  to  the  gathering,  said  :  — 

"  It  goes  without  saying  that  a  couple  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Stalmine  Conservative  Association 
were  in  attendance — but  not  for  long.  Liberals 
are  getting  tired  of  their  performances — the  mon- 
otony of  the  thing  is  dreadful — -so  when  they 
began  their  cock-crowing  and  tin-whistle  concert, 
they  were  quietly  ordered  to  desist.  As  they 
would  not — -they  went  out.  Then  there  was  a 
peaceful  meeting — as  there  always  will  be,  we 
imagine,  when  these  rowdies  are  dealt  with  in 
a  summary  manner.  It  is  intolerable  that  a  hand- 
ful of  men  should  be  allowed  to  disturb  a  meeting 
of  two  or  three  hundred  orderly  people.  Hitherto, 
Liberals  have  been  very  patient ;  but  even  Job 
got  put  out  a  little  at  the  finish,  so  we  read.  Mr. 
Howes  was  in  good  fighting  form,  and  spoke  for 
over  an  hour." 

Fortunately,  we  were  continually  receiving 
evidence  that  our  work  was  bearing  good  fruit. 
People  who  had  never  heard  Liberalism  explained 
before  were  now  eagerly  looking  forward  to  the 
coming  Liberal  meetings.  Mr.  T.  G.  Thompson, 
a  member  of  the  executive  of  the  Divisional 
Liberal  Association,  received  the  following  letter 
from  a  working  man,  who  was  an  elector,  residing 
near  Stalmine. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  would 
send  me  by  return  of  post  a  Lancaster  paper  with 
Stalmine  debate  in.  I  was  there.  I  go  to  all  the 
meetings,  and  I  think  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  is  doing 
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a  great  deal  of  good  in  this  part  of  the  Division, 
as  I  know  a  good  many  Tories  who  have  turned 
of  late  and  are  now  very  hot  Liberals  ;  and  I  know 
a  lot  more  who  are  very  much  shaken,  and  say 
they  never  heard  such  a  speaker  as  Joseph  Howes. 
We  have  a  number  of  debating  places — shoe- 
makers' shops  and  smithies — and  we  are  all 
alive  to  politics.  Hoping  you  are  all  well,  as  this 
leaves  us  at  present, 

"  I  remain, 


That  a  change  was  taking  place  in  the  "  Dark 
Continent "  was  evident,  from  the  facts  which 
came  to  hand  from  time  to  time.  The  Conser- 
vative Association  of  Stalmine  had  been  estab- 
lished by  Dr.  Day.  After  a  few  of  our  visits  the 
Doctor  evidently  thought  that  something  more 
must  be  done  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  spread 
of  Liberal  ideas ;  therefore  he  arranged  some 
Tory  meetings.  We  always  invited  questions  and 
discussion  at  the  Liberal  gatherings.  How  could 
the  Tory  meetings  compete  with  this  ? 

The  Electors'  Guide,  for  April,  1888,  published 
the  following  : — • 

"  QUESTIONS  ARE  INVITED  AT  A  TORY  MEETING. 
"  How  THEY  ARE  ANSWERED. 

"It  is  difficult  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  huge  joke  they  play  at  Stalmine  and  Hamble- 
ton  when  they  have  a  Tory  meeting.  When  Mr. 
Bottomley  finished  his  discourse  at  Stalmine,  the 
chairman  rose,  and  '  invited  questions.'  Now, 
when  this  worthy  man  invites  questions,  it 
is  a  pretty  generally  understood  thing  that  no 
villager  must  ask  one.  If  he  does,  he  '  hears  about 
it '  the  next  day.  The  Tories  down  here  hold  that 
awkward  questions  spoil  a  meeting,  but  as  the 
Liberal  speakers  make  it  a  practice  to  allow  dis- 
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cussion  at  the  end  of  their  addresses,  the  Tories 
imagine  it  a  correct  thing  to  follow  suit,  as  far 
as  the  mere  formula  is  concerned.  We  now  present 
the  following  report,  exactly  as  supplied  to  us  by 
a  reporter  who  was  present.  Questions  being  in- 
vited, a  young  Liberal  in  the  audience  asked  :  — 

"  '  Does  Mr.  Bottomley  consider  Mr.  O'Brien 
a  criminal  ? ' 

"  Mr.  Bottomley  :  '  I  consider  him  a  criminal. 
He  broke  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  was  sent 
to  prison/  (Applause.) 

"  The  Questioner :  '  Was  it  not  for  a  new 
crime  the  Government  created  when  they  brought 
in  their  Crimes'  (Ireland)  Bill  ?  When  the  Govern- 
ment brought  in  their  Crimes'  (Ireland)  Bill  did 
they  not  say  they  would  not  create  any  new 
crimes  ?  ' 

"  Here,  says  the  reporter,  a  section  of  the  audi- 
ence fairly  yelled ;  and  during  the  confusion  the 
questioner  resumed  his  seat.  One  of  the  audience 
then  called  out :  '  That  question  is  settled  ; '  to 
which  Mr.  Bottomley,  with  a  high  sense  of  humour, 
retorted  :  '  And  so  is  the  questioner.' 

"  And  that  is  the  way  Tory  lecturers  answer 
questions,  when  under  the  guidance  of  an  impar- 
tial and  gentlemanly  Stalmine  chairman.  We 
do  not  think  any  comment  necessary.  The  Stal- 
mine people  know  him  better  than  we  do." 

As  an  instance  of  the  manner  in  which  Liberal 
residents  were  treated  in  some  of  these  Tory 
villages,  the  following  may  perhaps  be  instructive. 
When  Mr.  Gale,  one  of  the  National  Reform 
Union  speakers,  was  lecturing  in  Great  Eccleston, 
a  Tory  endeavoured  to  make  a  row.  The  caretaker 
of  the  chapel,  where  the  meeting  was  being  held, 
remonstrated  with  him,  and  received,  as  an 
answer,  a  slap  in  the  face.  The  Tory  was  sum- 
moned before  the  Garstang  Police  Court.  The 
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Magistrates  fined  him  five  shillings  and  costs. 
And  now  the  "  coincidence  "  comes  in — the  care* 
taker  was  dismissed  from  his  situation  !  Yet 
these  Tories  are  opposed  to  boycotting  (in  Ireland). 
In  April  I  commenced  another  round  of  meet- 
ings, and  visited  Preesall,  a  small  village  in  the 
Fylde  district,  opposite  Fleetwood.  The  Electors' 
Guide  reported  the  meeting  as  follows  :  — 

"  PREESALL. 

"  Whispers  were  current  in  Preesall  during  the 
morning  of  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  April,  that 
a  certain  tin-whistle  band  intended  to  make  the 
usual  Tory  demonstration,  while  Mr.  Howes  was 
delivering  his  lecture.  As  the  hour  for  the  meeting 
drew  nigh,  it  certainly  looked  suspicious  when 
the  leader  of  the  band  drove  at  a  very  slow  pace 
through  the  village.  His  presence  always  betokens 
a  noisy  meeting.  It  is  always  best  to  '  take  the 
bull  by  the  horns,'  according  to  the  proverb,  and 
an  enthusiastic  Radical  at  once  extended  to  the 
gentleman  in  question  a  cordial  invitation  to 
attend.  But  he  did  not.  Some  of  the  very  few 
followers  he  had,  did  ;  but  they  behaved  them- 
selves, on  the  whole,  very  decently.  Mr.  A. 
Jackson,  of  Fernhill,  got  slightly  excited  when 
Mr.  Howes  reminded  the  Tories  that  whenever 
they  consumed  a  pound  of  tea,  they  should  re- 
member they  owed  Mr.  Gladstone  one-and-six- 
pence.  (That  being  the  amount  of  tax  taken  off 
by  this  Statesman.) 

"Mr.  Jackson  said  that  statement  was  mis- 
leading, and,  that  as  the  audience  cheered  Mr. 
Howes,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  refute  the 
statement.  When  challenged,  Mr.  Jackson  made 
the  extraordinary  reply  :  '  I  am  not  going  to  be 
drawn  !  '  and  the  incident  came  to  an  end.  Then, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture,  which  was  listened 
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to  with  rapt  attention,  a  mild  kind  of  scene  arose. 
Someone  called  out :  '  What  about  the  lie  you 
told  at  Stalmine  ?  ' 

"  And  be  it  here  remarked,  that  this  is  the  kind 
of  language  that  originates  a  row.  Half  the  audi- 
ence at  once  stood  up,  and  at  one  time  it  looked 
as  if  it  would  go  hard  with  the  interrupter.  Mr. 
Howes,  however,  succeeded  in  restoring  order  - 
and  then  put  this  question  to  the  polite  questioner  : 
'  Do  you  think  that  proper  language  to  use  ?  * 
'  I  do/  was  the  brazen-faced  response  of  this 
supposed  educated  man.  The  audience  hissed 
him  cordially,  as  Mr.  Howes  calmly  retorted : 
'  Then  I  will  have  nothing  more  to  say  to  you.' 
The  rebuke  was  effective,  and  the  disturber  was 
heard  no  more  that  evening." 

I  next  paid  another  visit  to  Out-Rawcliffe. 
There  were  some  very  good  Liberal  friends  in 
this  village. 

Out-Rawcliffe  was  the  first  of  the  rural  villages 
to  offer  me  hospitality.  One  enthusiastic  and 
devoted  friend  always  had  a  cup  of  tea  ready  for 
me  before  and  after  the  meeting,  and  this  was  such 
an  isolated  and  exceptional  case  in  this  division, 
that  I  make  no  apology  for  recording  it. 

The  Tory  school-managers  had  refused  us  the 
use  of  the  school,  but  a  farmer  at  once  placed  his 
very  comfortable  barn  at  our  disposal,  and  many 
enjoyable  meetings  we  had  in  it.  The  Tories 
soon  christened  this  barn,  "  Howes'  Lecture  Hall." 
At  this  second  meeting  two  hundred  and  fifty 
people  assembled  and  we  had  perfect  order. 

I  next  paid  a  return  visit  to  Whittington,  and 
had  a  perfectly  orderly  meeting.  Neither  the 
landlord's  agent  or  the  farmer  with  his  cart  put 
in  an  appearance.  When  questions  were  invited, 
someone  called  out,  "  They  had  enough  last  time 
you  were  here." 
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Again  I  visited  Hambleton.  Our  previous  work 
had  not  been  in  vain.  It  was  evident  that  the 
publicity  given  to  the  rowdy  tactics  of  the  Tories 
was  causing  some  of  them  to  quieten  down,  and 
our  persistency  in  so  frequently  returning  to  this 
noisy  centre  showed  them  that  we  were  not  to  be 
frightened  away,  or  perhaps  the  cost  of  these 
noisy  demonstrations  was  beginning  to  tell  upon 
the  pockets  from  which  it  was  drawn.  It  might 
have  been  a  case  of  the  clown  and  his  fits. 

A  clown  in  the  circus  has  a  fit,  whereupon  the 
ringmaster  brings  him  some  brandy ;  the  clown 
drinks  and  recovers,  but  the  moment  the  brandy 
bottle  is  taken  from  him  he  relapses  into  another 
fit.  The  bottle  has  to  be  brought  back,  and  so 
he  goes  on,  recovering  and  relapsing  until  all  the 
brandy  is  consumed,  and  when  at  last  the  ring- 
master in  despair  seeing  the  clown  twisting  about 
in  apparent  agony  on  the  ground,  cries  out, 
"  There  is  no  more  brandy,"  the  clown  immedi- 
ately jumps  up  and  exclaims,  "  Then  there  will 
be  no  more  fits."  And  so  with  these  rowdy  Tories, 
no  more  drink,  no  more  noise. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause,  the  meeting 
was  a  great  success  ;  it  was  crowded,  enthusiastic, 
and  perfectly  orderly. 

In  May,  I  visited  this  village  again  and  had  a 
very  successful  gathering. 

The  Blackpool  Times  said  :  — 

"  Mr.  Howes  has  once  more  been  disturbing  the 
serenity  of  the  Tory  atmosphere  of  the  Over  Wyre 
district.  The  effects  of  the  attacks  of  aggressive 
Liberalism  upon  that  part  of  the  Lancaster  Divi- 
sion are  very  manifest.  Some  of  the  labourers 
there  have  already  begun  to  think  for  themselves. 
Some  even  have  dared  to  call  their  souls  their  own. 
They  recognise  that  they  have  a  right  to  think 
for  themselves.  They  know  that  their  intelligence 
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is  their  own,  they  feel  that  they  have  some  independ- 
ence in  them,  and  they  have  already  learned 
that  in  matters  of  political  opinion  it  is  to  their 
interest  to  assert  their  freedom.  They  have 
further  learned  that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the 
Tories,  who  originally  led  them,  to  keep  them  from 
asserting  their  right.  No  longer  will  they  play 
the  part  of  political  scholars  at  the  '  Dotheboys 
Hall '  of  the  Stalmine  Conservative  Association,  and 
accept  the  '  brimstone  and  treacle '  which  any 
Tory  '  Mother  Squeers '  may  attempt  to  force 
down  their  throats." 

"  At  Hambleton,  on  Tuesday  night,  Mr.  Howes 
was  listened  to  with  steady  and  unwavering 
attention ;  some,  who  a  year  or  two  ago  had  been 
his  foremost  opponents,  now  were  quiet  and  eager 
to  hear  what  he  had  to  say.  Some,  who  were  not 
long  ago  bitter  Tories,  now  express  their  conver- 
sion to  Radicalism,  and  may  be  counted  upon  to 
do  good  work  for  the  party  of  progress  and  freedom. 
Evidences  of  the  work  of  the  Liberal  party  are 
abundant,  and  the  results  of  that  work  will  be 
sure  if  slow." 

Although  we  had  apparently  established  the 
right  of  free  speech  in  Hambleton,  we  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  break  down  the  opposition  in  Stalmine. 
Accordingly  I  visited  this  interesting  spot  again 
in  May,  but  made  very  little  progress,  riot  and 
disorder  prevailed,  and  the  meeting  was  broken 
up  in  confusion. 

The  next  time  I  visited  Pilling,  the  local  Brass 
Band  met  us  on  the  road  and  played  us  into  the 
village ;  a  demonstration  of  this  kind  would 
certainly  have  been  impossible  in  this  village 
twelve  months  before. 

It  was  very  gratifying  to  find  how  many  friends 
we  had  made  during  this  time.  The  meeting 
was  to  have  been  in  the  open-air,  but  the  weather 
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proving  unfavourable,  we  obtained  the  use  of  the 
club-room  at  the  Golden  Ball  Inn.  Mr.  H.  Kerwin, 
a  sturdy  Liberal  farmer,  took  the  chair,  and  ad- 
dressing the  meeting,  said  :  "  Last  week  I  handed 
to  the  curate  of  the  parish  a  paper  announcing 
Mr.  Howes'  meeting.  The  curate  took  it,  tore 
it  into  shreds  and  threw  it  on  the  ground.  *  What 
is  this  about  ?  '  he  asked.  I  told  him  he  should 
have  looked  at  it  before  he  tore  it  as  it  was  announ- 
cing a  lecture  by  Mr.  Howes."  The  curate  said, 

'  Joseph  Howes  is  the  greatest  humbug  there  is 
in  the  country."  "  Will  you  dare  to  meet  him 
in  public  debate,"  I  asked.  The  curate  replied, 

'  Yes  I  dare,  if  he  discusses  the  question  of  the 
Church."  I  invited  him  to  this  meeting,  but 
where  is  he  to-night  ? 

This  meeting  was  a  great  pleasure,  but  in  this 
world  we  are  not  allowed  to  have  pleasure  without 
pain,  therefore,  I  again  visited  Stalmine.  But 
the  story  of  this  visit  must  be  told  in  the  next 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER    XXIII. 

THE   CLIMAX   OF   ROWDYISM  -^POLICE    COURT 
PROCEEDINGS. 

MY  next  visit  to  Stalmine  was  on  June  I2th,  and 
was  certainly  the  most  extraordinary  meeting  I 
have  ever  attended  in  my  life.  I  shall  leave  the 
description  of  it  entirely  to  the  Press  :  — 

"  MORE  STALMINE  ROWDYISM. 
"  A  FREE  FIGHT  NARROWLY  AVERTED. 

"  Last  evening  another  meeting,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Lancaster  Division  Liberal  Asso- 
ciation, was  held  in  a  field  just  outside  Stalmine 
village. 

"  Notices  announcing  the  meeting  had  been 
posted  up  for  some  days  throughout  the  surround- 
ing townships,  but  in  nearly  every  instance  they 
had  been  badly  torn  and  defaced.  Fully  an  hour 
before  the  meeting  the  opposition  faction —-com- 
posed of  two  village  schoolmasters,  several  farmers 
and  small  landowners,  and  a  large  body  of  lads 
and  young  men — began  to  assemble  outside  the 
'  Seven  Stars  '  Public  House,  in  the  village  square  ; 
and  about  the  same  time  the  forces  which  the 
Liberals  had  summoned  to  support  their  speaker 
and  their  cause  began  to  arrive  at  the  '  Pack 
Horse  Hotel/  directly  opposite. 

"  A  large  posse  of  police-constables  from  the 
headquarters  at  Preston,  accompanied  by  an  in- 
spector and  a  sergeant,  were  stowed  away  in  an 
upper  room  of  the  '  Seven  Stars/  in  readiness  to 
support  the  local  police,  should  any  emergency 
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arise.  Mr.  Ridgway,  the  Stalmine  schoolmaster, 
Mr.  W.  Singleton,  and  several  other  leading 
Tory  politicians  were  early  at  work  among  the 
non-elector  element  of  their  creed,  distributing 
six-inch  lengths  of  blue  braid,  to  wear  in  the 
button-hole  as  a  distinguishing  party  badge. 
Waggonettes  filled  with  Liberals  quickly  rolled 
in  from  Lancaster,  Garstang,  and  Blackpool, 
there  being  in  all  about  twelve  or  fifteen  convey- 
ances, each  containing  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
persons.  As  each  was  driven  up,  and  discharged 
its  occupants,  the  Tories  vigorously  hooted  and 
hissed  ;  but  they  quickly  changed  their  tune  into 
vociferous  cheering  when  Tory  waggonettes  began 
to  enter  the  village. 

"  As  the  time  of  meeting  drew  near,  a  move 
was  made  for  the  field— the  gate  being  held  by 
the  police,  and  some  restriction  kept  on  the  ad- 
mittance. Among  others,  Dr.  Day  was  refused 
entrance.  Seeing  this,  the  rank  and  file  of  his 
following  also  declined  to  make  any  attempt  to 
enter  the  field  of  operation,  and  crowded  together 
in  the  lane,  forming  a  phalanx  of  some  ten  or  a 
dozen  '  blue  braidites '  deep,  around  their 
gallant  leader.  After  some  delay,  a  waggonette 
was  procured  from  the  village,  and  fixed  right 
opposite  the  gate  of  the  field  where  the  Liberal 
meeting  was  held.  Dr.  Day,  the  leader  of  the 
opposition  party,  Mr.  Day,  his  brother,  Mr.  Ridg- 
way,  the  village  schoolmaster,  Mr.  W.  Singleton, 
and  other  fiery  spirits  of  the  Tory  faction,  mounted 
the  car,  and  a  counter-demonstration  to  the  one 
in  the  field  was  set  up.  Speeches  of  an  inflam- 
matory and  heated  character  having  been  ex- 
hausted, the  Tory  meeting  was  concluded  with 
the  singing  of  the  National  Anthem,  and  loud 
cheering ;  and  the  gate  of  the  field,  having  been 
vacated  by  those  who  had  been  left  in  charge, 
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the  whole  Tory  force  poured  in  pell-mell  upon  the 
Liberal  assembly.  Many  of  the  party  brandished 
hedge-stakes  and  walking-sticks,  others  waved 
handkerchiefs,  others,  again,  howled  terribly  and 
tossed  their  hats  into  the  air,  and  in  this  alarming 
and  triumphant  fashion  they  surged  round  the 
meeting,  which  Mr.  Howes  had  just  finished 
addressing.  At  once,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
hustle  them  away  from  the  front  of  the  waggonette, 
upon  which  the  chairman,  Mr.  Abraham  Reed,  of 
Blackpool,  Mr.  Howes,  some  ladies,  and  several 
members  of  the  Press  were  seated  ;  and  in  every 
way  which  malicious  ingenuity  could  invent  they 
tried  to  goad  the  peaceably-inclined  gathering 
into  riot.  Several  people  were  struck  and  probed 
with  sticks,  but  no  retaliation  was  offered,  and  it 
was  evident  that  the  Liberals  were  determined 
not  to  oppose  force  against  force.  Dr.  Day,  after 
calling  in  vain  several  moments  for  quietness, 
proposed  a  vote  of  confidence  in  the  Tory  Govern- 
ment, which  Mr.  Porter,  of  Blackpool,  seconded. 
But  both  gentlemen  being  stood  on  the  ground, 
and  neither  of  them  being  of  more  than  average 
height,  the  resolution  which  they  submitted  was 
not  responded  to  in  a  very  encouraging  degree. 
The  order  of  procedure  was  then  reversed,  and 
Mr.  Porter,  of  Blackpool,  mounted  to  the  shoulders 
of  several  labouring  men,  proposed  the  resolution 
previously  submitted,  and  Dr.  Day,  raised  to  a 
similar  eminence,  seconded. 

'  This  time  the  motion  was  received  with  ac- 
clamation on  the  Tory  side,  with  cheers,  and  an 
indescribable  blending  of  sounds  ;  and  on  the 
counter  side,  by  the  dissenting  cries  and  protests 
of  the  Radicals.  Several  Liberals  then  took  hold 
of  Mr.  Howes'  waggonette,  and  tried  to  wheel  it 
off  the  field  ;  but  in  passing  through  the  gate- 
way, a  deliberate  attempt  was  made  by  several 
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Tory  roughs,  advanced  in  liquor,  to  turn  it 
against  one  of  the  posts,  and  thus  to  wreck  the 
party.  The  driver,  who  was  mounted  on  the 
box,  plied  his  whip  in  a  telling  fashion,  and  the 
diabolical  attempt  to  overturn  the  vehicle  was 
thus  frustrated. 

"  On  getting  into  the  lane,  the  horses  were 
hitched  to,  and  the  van  of  the  party  then  drove 
off.  Several  pieces  of  clay  and  stones  were  hurled 
at  Mr.  Howes,  as  well  as  epithets  of  a  most  abusive 
character,  until  the  village  was  reached.  There 
one  of  the  Tories  seized  a  reporter  by  the  leg  as 
he  was  getting  on  the  step  of  the  waggonette, 
and  tried  to  pull  him  on  his  face  into  the  road, 
but  he  was  foiled,  and  the  waggonette  with  its 
occupants  got  away  from  the  village  without 
further  mishap." 

— Lancashire  Post,  June  i3th,  1888. 

"  The  Tories  of  Stalmine  include  as  interesting 
a  herd  of  barbarians  as  can  be  found  in  all  rural 
England.  Stalmine  is  an  agricultural  village  in 
the  Lancaster  Division.  Mr.  Joseplj  Howes  has 
been  there  on  several  occasions,  and  his  meetings 
have  been  broken  up  with  brutal  consistency. 
In  pursuit  of  his  purpose  to  assert  and  maintain 
the  right  of  free  meeting  in  the  village,  he  again 
visited  the  place  on  Monday  evening,  and  ad- 
dressed an  open-air  gathering  in  a  field  by  the 
road-side.  Comparative  quiet  was  secured  by 
installing  a  strong  guard  at  the  entrance  to  the 
field,  to  prevent  the  admittance  of  such  persons 
as  would  be  likely  to  create  a  disturbance.  This 
plan  worked  well  till  after  Mr.  Howes  had  con- 
cluded his  speech,  and  then  the  Tories  burst 
through  the  ranks  of  the  defenders,  and  made 
such  a  furious  attack  on  the  meeting  as  to  cause 
an  immediate  dispersal.  Not  content  with  this, 
there  was  an  attempt  to  break  the  wheels  of  a 
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waggonette,  in  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howes  and 
several  ladies  had  ridden  to  the  meeting ;  and  as 
they  were  leaving  the  village,  they  were  pelted 
with  stones  and  sods.  We  have,  of  course,  more 
sense  than  to  lay  such  sins  at  the  door  of  Toryism, 
but  they  say  little  for  Stalmine  civilisation  ;  and 
Mr.  Howes  will  earn  the  gratitude  of  all  lovers 
of  law  and  order  if  he  makes  such  conduct  impos- 
sible in  the  future." 

— Rochdale  Observer,  June  i6th,  1888. 

"  There  are  many  ways  of  working  for  a  political 
cause,  one  of  the  methods  occasionally  adopted 
on  the  Tory  side  is  to  prevent,  or  endeavour  to 
prevent,  the  education  of  the  electorate  in  Liberal 
principles.  An  illustration  of  this  process  is  just 
now  afforded  at  Stalmine,  in  the  Lancaster  Division. 
The  local  Conservatives  appear  to  look  upon 
Stalmine  as  a  private  political  preserve.  They 
want  to  keep  it  all  to  themselves ;  they  resent  in 
the  strongest  manner  any  attempt  to  spread 
amongst  the  natives  a  knowledge  of  Liberal 
principles.  They  look  upon  a  Liberal  lecturer 
very  much  as  a  sporting  landlord  looks  upon  a 
poacher.  The  other  night  they  made  an  organ- 
ised attempt  to  prevent  a  Liberal  meeting  being 
held  in  the  village,  and  but  for  the  forbearance 
of  the  promoters  of  the  gathering,  there  would 
probably  have  been  a  free  fight  and  some  damaged 
heads.  We  are  very  sorry  for  these  political 
fossils  because  they  have  entered  upon  a  course 
which  can  only  end  in  their  own  discomfiture. 
They  had  better  change  their  tactics  if  they  really 
wish  to  be  of  any  use  to  the  party  with  which  they 
are  associated.  Their  present  attitude  will  simply 
be  an  incentive  to  the  Liberals  of  the  Division 
to  put  forth  greater  efforts  for  the  rescue  of  Stal- 
mine from  Tory  clutches.  The  position  they 
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have  taken  up  is  a  challenge  which  the  party  of 
reform  will  not  be  slow  to  accept." 

—Manchester  Examiner,  June  I5th,  1888. 

This  last  rowdy  meeting  at  Stalmine  was  followed 
by  another,  almost  equally  violent,  out  of  which 
arose  Police  Court  proceedings.  Acting  under 
advice,  I  obtained  a  summons  against  Dr.  Harrison, 
of  Garstang,  one  of  the  Tory  leaders,  for  assault. 
The  case  came  before  the  Tory  magistrates  at 
Garstang,  they  dismissed  the  summons,  coolly 
giving  as  their  reason,  that  they  were  not  in  favour 
of  these  meetings  being  held.  A  number  of 
newspapers  in  different  parts  of  the  country  took 
notice  of  these  proceedings,  as  the  following  will 
show  :  — 

"  THE  POLITICAL  MEETING  AT  STALMINE. 

"  A  DOCTOR  SUMMONED  FOR  ASSAULTING  MR. 
HOWES. 

"  At  the  Garstang  Police  Court  this  morning, 
Dr.  Harrison,  Garstang,  was  charged  with  assault- 
ing Mr.  Howes,  at  Stalmine.  Mr.  Tilly,  of  Lan- 
caster, prosecuted,  and  stated  that  on  the  25th 
of  June,  Mr.  Howes  was  engaged  by  the  Lancaster 
Liberal  Association  to  address  a  meeting  at  Stal- 
mine. There  had,  at  all  previous  meetings  at 
that  place,  been  an  opposition  organised  amongst 
others  by  the  defendant  and  Dr.  Day.  On  this 
date,  Mr.  Howes  took  up  his  position  in  a  field, 
in  a  waggonette  under  a  tree,  into  which  tree  the 
defendant  climbed  and  shook  a  part  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  cause  it  to  hit  Mr.  Howes  on  his 
head,  and  break  the  branch.  Two  little  girls 
were  also  struck.  Dr.  Day  was  outside  the  field 
most  fantastically  attired  in  red  shoes  and  vest, 
and  he  afterwards  got  some  men  to  run  him  about 
on  their  shoulders,  grinning  like  a  baboon.  Mr. 
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Howes  corroborated.  The  defendant  denied  the 
assault  altogether,  and  called  witnesses,  including 
Dr.  Day.  The  case  was  dismissed  and  costs 
disallowed." — Lancashire  Post,  July  5th,  1888. 

"  FREEDOM  OF  SPEECH. 

'  The  rowdy  scenes  at  Stalmine  have  led  to 
Police  Court  action,  the  chairman  of  the  Garstang 
bench  of  magistrates  laid  down  a  principle  for 
the  holding  of  political  meetings  which  is  com- 
fortable, but  not  very  statesmanlike  or  even  legal. 
'  Political  meetings/  he  said,  '  should  not  be  held 
unless  they  could  be  orderly.'  From  this  we  must 
differ  and  state,  with  respect,  that  the  bench  has 
no  right  to  question  the  discretion  of  any  party 
as  to  the  holding  of  their  meetings.  We  have 
been  taught  to  believe  that  this  is  a  country  in 
which  free  speech  exists,  and  Liberal  and  Tory 
writers  alike,  tell  us  that  free  speech  is  not  only  a 
birthright  of  Englishmen,  but  a  bulwark  of  British 
liberty.  If  such  talk  as  this  is  not  mere  claptrap, 
it  should  be  the  first  concern  of  all  sensible  men 
to  ensure  that  speech  shall  really  be  free.  We  are 
not  justified  in  deprecating  the  holding  of  meetings 
at  all  because  men  who  are  stupidly  opposed  to 
the  objects  of  such  meetings  cause  disturbances. 
Unless  we  are  prepared  to  give  away  the  right  of 
freedom  of  speech,  we  must  apply  ourselves  the 
rather  to  rebuke  those  who,  by  whatever  device 
is  in  their  power,  would  suppress  all  speech  that 
is  not  on  their  own  side. 

"  We  commend  this  view  to  the  Magisterial 
judgment,  and  trust  that  some  moral  influence 
will  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  part  of  all  who  are 
capable  of  exercising  such  influence,  so  that  a 
condition  of  things  in  the  Stalmine  district,  which 
is  wholly  unenglish  and  entirely  disgraceful,  may 
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be  put  an  end  to,  not  by  the  method  of  unjust 
repression,  but  by  toleration  and  liberty." 

— Lancashire    Post. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Wainwright  discourses  as  follows  in 
the  comic  journal  called,  England  :  — 

"  The  notorious  Joseph  Howes  has  summoned 
a  respectable  Tory,  named  Dr.  Harrison,  for 
assault.  The  said  assault  consisting  of  the  said 
doctor  climbing  up  a  tree,  close  to  where  this 
Radical  lecturer  was  addressing  a  crowd,  and 
whilst  giving  the  people  a  sort  of  antidote  to  the 
poison  administered  by  the  Radical,  the  Tory's 
tree  gave  way  owing  to  the  weight  on  it,  and 
caused  a  bow  to  touch  mighty  Joseph's  noble 
brow,  and  this  valiant  champion  of  liberty  of 
speech  and  opponent  of  coercion,  thought  to 
stop  the  worthy  doctor's  talk  by  an  action  in  the 
Police  Court.  The  Magistrates,  like  sensible  men, 
of  course,  dismissed  the  case,  and  there  was,  of 
course,  loud  cheering  in  court." 

f(  A  respectable  Tory  "  is  very  good  ;  one  of  the 
witnesses  swore  in  court  that  the  "  respectable 
Tory "  was  drunk,  and  three  witnesses  gave 
samples  of  his  language  on  the  occasion,  such  as 

"go  to  h ,"  etc.,  etc.  But  he  is  a  highly 

"  respectable  Tory  "  for  all  that. 

"  Mr.  Wainwright  is  a  first  authority  on  Tory 
respectability."—  Electors'  Guide,  August,  1888. 

There  is  a  story  told  of  an  old  woman  who 
cleverly  silenced  a  bench  of  Magistrates;  she  was 
charged  with  some  small  offence  and  was  con- 
victed and  fined.  Upon  which,  she  let  the  bench 
have  a  taste  of  the  rough  side  of  her  tongue.  There 
were  three  or  four  Magistrates  on  the  bench  ;  a 
clergyman,  a  colonel,  a  landowner,  and,  I  think, 
a  baronet.  One  of  them  said,  in  a  sneering  tone, 
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"  Well,  madam,  if  you  think  you  know  the  law 
better  than  we  do,  you  had  better  come  and  sit 
on  the  bench."  "  No  thank  you,"  she  replied, 
"  There  are  old  women  enough  there,  without  my 
sitting  with  you." 

The   Garstang  Magistrates  would   do   well   to 
ponder  over  this  story. 
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VICTORY     \T    STALMINE    AT     LAST — A    RED-LETTER 
DAY   FOR   GARSTANG. 

IN  June,  new  ground  was  broken.  I  visited 
Cowan  Bridge  and  Low  Gill.  At  both  places 
I  found  a  number  of  earnest  Liberals.  At  Low 
Gill,  Mr.  Benson  Ford,  a  local  manufacturer, 
presided  for  us.  He  had  just  returned  from  a  visit 
to  Ireland,  and  in  an  able  and  pithy  little  speech 
he  gave  a  graphic  picture  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
Irish  people. 

During  my  speech,  a  couple  of  young  men, 
concealed  behind  three  buxom  damsels,  called 
for  "  Three  cheers  for  Salisbury."  The  Liberals 
raised  a  counter-cry  of  "  Three  cheers  for  Glad- 
stone." I  intervened  at  once,  and  called  upon 
all  the  Liberals  to  remain  quite  silent ;  then, 
turning  to  the  Tory  youths,  I  said  :  "  Now  cheer 
for  Salisbury."  They  did  so  ;  and  very  shrill  and 
feeble  the  two  voices  sounded— there  were  only 
two.  "  Now  you  shall  hear  a  Liberal  cheer,"  I 
said,  and  in  an  instant  a  hundred  voices  were 
shouting  for  the  "  Grand  Old  Man." 

A  number  of  other  villages  were  visited  during 
this  tour,  at  all  of  which  the  meetings  were  very 
successful. 

Our  next  meeting  at  Stalmine  was  arranged  as 
a  surprise  for  the  natives  ;  and  in  order  not  to 
give  the  opposition  time  to  organise,  we  issued 
no  public  announcement.  Two  or  three  members 
of  the  Liberal  executive  and  I  drove  over  from 
Lancaster  in  a  small  waggonette,  taking  with  us 
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a  number  of  handbills,  and  a  man  to  distribute 
them. 

Since  our  last  meeting  at  this  village,  the 
Divisional  Liberal  Association  had  issued  a  bill — 
which  they  had  extensively  posted  through  the 
Fylde  district — calling  upon  all  in  favour  of  free 
speech  to  support  us  in  our  endeavours  to  estab- 
lish the  right  of  public  meeting ;  and  the  bill 
contained  the  names  of  the  local  Tory  leaders 
responsible  for  the  rowdyism,  who,  it  was  our 
intention  in  the  future,  to  exclude  from  our 
gatherings. 

The  Press  gave  the  following  account  of  the 
surprise  meeting  : 

"  ANOTHER  MEETING  AT  STALMINE. 

"  Another  meeting  was  held  at  Stalmine  last 
night.  It  was  a  remarkable  meeting.  In  the  first 
place,  no  announcement  of  it  was  made  until  the 
eleventh  hour. 

"  At  six  o'clock  bills  were  distributed,  calling 
a  meeting  for  7.30.  In  the  second  place,  Mr. 
Joseph  Howes  did  not  '  import  supporters/  as 
both  parties  have  lately  been  in  the  habit  of 
doing.  A  solitary  waggonette  from  Lancaster, 
containing  ten  or  twelve  friends,  arrived  in  the 
village,  and  they  quietly  adjourned  to  the  large 
room  at  the  '  Pack  Horse  Inn.' 

"  By  half-past  seven  Stalmine  was,  as  usual, 
greatly  excited.  An  invitation  was  given  to  the 
people  to  step  inside.  First  to  enter  was  Mr.  F. 
Day.  He  was  met  by  a  polite  refusal  from  a  gentle- 
man guarding  the  door.  Briefly  stated,  he  was 
informed  that  he  and  the  three  gentlemen  named 
on  the  bills,  which  had  been  issued  for  the  previous 
meeting,  could  not  be  admitted  ;  further,  that 
this  decision  had  been  arrived  at  by  the  Executive 
of  the  -Lancaster  Division  Liberal  Association. 
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Mr.  Day  bowed,  and  before  retiring  wished  it  to 
be  known  that  he  had  not  called  out  '  Turn  the 
trap  over/  as  Mr.  Howes  stated.  Mr.  Howes 
refused  to  enter  into  conversation  with  him  ;  but 
in  response  to  his  oft-repeated  appeal  for  a  reply, 
Mr.  Howes  answered  :  '  I  will  swear  you  said  so 
in  a  Court  of  Law.'  Mr.  Day  then  withdrew,  and 
the  whole  of  his  followers  trooped  down  behind 
him.  For  some  minutes  it  looked  very  much  as 
if  the  meeting  was  to  be  boycotted.  About  eight 
o'clock,  however,  the  room  was  nicely  filled,  and 
Mr.  Joseph  Howes  went  on  the  platform.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Thomson  (Lancaster)  occupied  the  chair, 
and  those  present  included  Messrs.  Thos.  Bell, 
T.  Armistead  (Lancaster),  S.  Butler  (Pilling), 
Thos.  Porter  (Stalmine),  R.  Melling  (Preesall), 
etc.  Mr.  Howes  began  his  address  by  emphati- 
cally affirming  that  he,  and  the  party  with  which 
he  was  connected,  did  not  for  a  moment  believe 
that  the  people  of  Stalmine  and  District  were  in 
any  way  responsible  for  the  disgraceful  proceed- 
ings which  had  been  going  on  at  political  meetings 
at  Stalmine  for  some  time  past.  The  announce- 
ment was  loudly  cheered. 

"  The  meeting  had  proceeded  for  some  time 
without  interruption,  when  about  thirty  lads 
burst  into  the  room.  Confusion  at  once  began. 
The  noise  continuing,  the  chairman  went  over  to 
Mr.  J.  Parkinson,  and  begged  him  to  be  quiet  or 
else  leave  the  room  ;  to  which  that  gentleman 
responded  :  '  I'm  going  to  make  a  noise  ;  it's  a 
public  meeting.'  The  bulk,  or  orderly  portion 
of  the  audience,  here  stood  up,  and  insisted  upon 
Mr.  Parkinson  going  out.  This  he  eventually  did, 
accompanied  by  about  half-a-dozen  of  his  friends. 

"  Mr.  Howes  then  resumed  his  lecture,  making 
an  earnest  appeal  to  those  present  to  listen  to 
both  sides  of  the  question. 
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"  There  was  a  very  slight  attempt  at  booing 
on  the  part  of  those  who  remained  outside  the 
meeting,  as  the  Liberals  drove  away ;  but  this 
was  drowned  by  the  cheers  of  those  who  had 
attended  the  meeting — several  waving  their  hats 
enthusiastically,  evidently  pleased  with  what  they 
had  heard  from  the  '  terrible  Joseph.'  " 

— Lancashire  Post,  July  loth,  1888. 

So  far  we  had  scored  an  important  point,  as 
this  was  the  first  successful  meetmg  held  in  Stal- 
mine.  The  Rochdale  Times  (Tory)  said  : — 

"  Mr.  J.  Howes  is  still  on  a  missionary  expedi- 
tion at  Stalmine.  Joseph  may  be  a  shuffler,  but 
he  has  plenty  of  pluck." 

The  organisers  of  the  rowdy  element  were 
extremely  wrath  when  they  heard  of  the  success 
we  had  achieved.  Wherever  any  of  them  had  any 
influence  they  used  it  to  prevent  us  obtaining 
the  use  of  the  schools  in  the  villages ;  and  they 
indulged  in  all  sorts  of  vile  talk  concerning  what 
they  would  do  on  the  occasion  of  my  next  visit 
to  their  sacred  Tory  preserves. 

The  Lancashire  Evening  Post  published  the 
two  following  paragraphs  : — 

"  Boycotting  is  going  on  merrily  in  our  Division. 
School-room  after  school-room  is  being  shut  in  the 
face  of  Liberal  speakers,  much  to  the  delight  of 
the  Tories.  Now  it  is  Pilling  school  which  in  the 
future  will  not  be  let  to  either  political  party. 
'  Either '  is  inserted  because  it  is  only  once  in  a 
blue  moon  that  the  Tories  in  Pilling  hold  a  meet- 
ing ;  whilst  the  Liberals  assemble  month  in  and 
month  out.  In  a  village  not  very  far  from  Pilling, 
when  application  was  made  for  the  loan  of  the 
only  public  room  in  the  place,  the  tenant  replied  : 
'  I  don't  know  that  I  dare  i  '  Asked  why,  it  leaked 
out  that  the  Great  Man's  great  man  had  expressed 
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a  desire  that  his  unfortunate  tenant  should  not 
accommodate  the  political  opponents  of  his  master. 
'  It  would  be  better  for  you  if  you  don't/  he 
concluded  ;  v/hich  is  tantamount  to,  '  It  will  be 
worse  for  you  if  you  do.'  ' 

"  The  cry  raised  by  the  Fylde  Tories,  that 
Joseph  Howes  dare  not  visit  Stalmine  again,  is 
hare-brained  chatter.  Anyone  who  knows  him 
knows  the  man's  pluck ;  also  that  he  will  come 
down,  not  once,  twice,  or  thrice,  but  as  long  as 
there  is  a  breath  left  in  his  body,  and  a  fossil 
Tory  rearing  his  head  in  the  Division.  Doubtless 
many  weeks  will  not  elapse  before  he  gives  a  good 
account  of  himself.  Those  who  gabble  about 
'  drumming  him  out  of  the  village  of  Stalmine ' 
might  remember  that  the  law  has  not  been  alto- 
gether superseded  by  lynching,  even  there,  and  it 
is  strong  enough  to  protect  the  much-despised 
Radical." 

On  November  2nd  I  lectured  in  Morecambe, 
on  the  "  History  of  Toryism  :  a  Lesson  and  a 
Warning."  A  few  days  later,  Mr.  Mills  lectured 
in  the  same  town,  in  reply  to  me.  He  was  at 
once  challenged  by  some  Liberals  present,  to  meet 
me  in  public  debate,  and  as  his  answer  was  un- 
satisfactory, I  returned  to  Morecambe  a  few  days 
later,  and  gave  an  address  in  full  reply  to  Mr. 
Mills'  speech. 

Mr.  Mills  was  invited  to  be  present  at  this 
gathering,  but  he  did  not  attend. 

A  full  report  of  my  lecture  was  published  by 
the  Lancaster  Liberal  Association,  and  circulated 
through  the  Division  ;  and  thus  ended  this  year's 
work  in  these  parts. 

Early  in  February  of  1889  I  returned  to  Stal- 
mine. It  was  now  evident  that  the  opposition 
was  getting  worn  out.  There  was  a  large  audience, 
and  as  soon  as  I  stood  up  I  received  the  usual 
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hooting  ;  then  the  opposition  seemed  to  be  ex- 
hausted, and  I  was  listened  to  fairly  well  all 
through  my  address.  At  the  finish,  the  Tories 
pulled  themselves  together  for  another  effort, 
and  the  meeting  terminated  somewhat  uproari- 
ously. "  God  Save  the  Queen "  was  sung  by 
some,  while  others  hooted  and  howled.  One  local 
"  true  blue  "  varied  the  proceedings  by  challeng- 
ing a  reporter  to  fight — a  request  which  was  not 
complied  with. 

From  Stalmine,  I  went  to  a  meeting  of  a  very 
different  description.  The  opening  of  a  Liberal 
club  in  the  old-fashioned  town  of  Garstang.  This 
was  indeed  a  day  of  great  things. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  an  open-air 
demonstration  took  place.  Mr.  Williamson,  the 
Member  for  the  Division,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  Mr.  A.  Illingworth,  M.f*.,  drove  over 
from  Lancaster.  They  were  met  with  the  local 
drum  and  fife  band,  and  a  large  congregation  of 
people  led  by  the  local  Liberal  leaders,  and 
marched  in  procession  to  the  Liberal  club.  Dr. 
Gorham,  of  Garstang,  presented  Mr.  Williamson 
with  a  handsome  silver  key  to  perform  the  open- 
ing ceremony ;  after  which,  speeches  were  de- 
livered, and  great  enthusiasm  prevailed. 

In  the  evening  another  demonstration  took 
place,  in  the  Market  Hall — which  had  been 
specially  decorated  for  the  occasion.  Mr.  James 
Williamson,  M.P.,  Mr.  Alfred  Illingworth,  M.P., 
myself,  and  a  number  of  local  gentlemen  addressed 
the  gathering.  The  resolutions  were  carried  un- 
animously, and  the  day's  proceedings  ended  as  they 
had  commenced — amid  the  greatest  enthusiasm. 

My  readers  will  have  noticed  that  by  this  time 
the  only  places  in  this  Division  in  which  we  were 
subjected  to  brutality  and  rowdyism  were  Ham- 
bleton  and  Stalmine,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if 
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about  four  Tory  leaders  had  been  absent,  the 
whole  opposition  would  have  collapsed.  From 
time  to  time  after  this,  we  visited  these  two  places  ; 
sometimes  we  had  perfect  order,  and  at  others 
the  rowdyism  feebly  reared  its  head  ;  but  the 
Liberal  leaven  was  working  its  way  amongst  the 
people.  Mr.  Wainwright  had  been  taught  a  lesson 
in  another  part  of  the  country,  where  he  had  been 
defeated  as  a  candidate  for  Parliamentary  honours, 
and  Dr.  Day's  popularity  was  on  the  wane.  The 
more  respectable  portion  of  his  party  had  long 
been  disgusted  with  his  tactics  ;  and  the  farm 
lads  who  had  been  taught  to  boo  at  my  meetings 
thought  it  was  the  proper  thing  to  do  at  all  politi- 
cal gatherings  ;  therefore  a  climax  was  reached 
when,  at  a  Tory  meeting  at  Stalmine,  these  same 
farm  lads  booed  and  hooted  the  great  doctor 
himself  !  And  now  these  Tory  leaders  had  to 
take  steps  to  protect  their  own  meetings  in  Stal- 
mine and  Hambleton— not  from  Liberal  distur- 
bers, for  we  had  never  sanctioned  or  allowed  any 
interference  with  them — but  from  the  reporters  ! 
forsooth.  Dr.  Day,  Wainwright,  and  others  had 
gained  a  notoriety  which  somewhat  alarmed 
them.  Reporters  flocked  to  their  meetings  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  ;  one  Pressman  in  particu- 
lar (Mr.  Graham)  had  excited  the  wrath  of  these 
gentry  by  the  graphic  descriptions  of  the  rowdy 
meetings  he  had  sent  to  the  Press.  He  reported 
verbatim  the  coarse  and  ungentlemanly  language 
of  their  leaders  and  the  Tory  lecturers  they  had 
brought  into  the  Division.  He  had  sent  to  several 
papers  reports  of  Mr.  Waddington's  utterances  ; 
and  on  one  occasion  he  sent  the  following  :  — 

"A  GARSTANG  DOCTOR  ON  MAD  DOGS. 

"Dr.  Chapman  said  the  object  for  which  they 
were  holding  those  meetings,  was  that  they  might 
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administer  an  antidote  to  the  poisonous  matter 
that  had  been  disseminated  through  the  district 
by  two  mad  dogs,  raging  about  at  large  without 
any  muzzles  and  glorying  in  the  names  of  Arch  and 
Howes.  In  his  opinion,  there  were  not  two  more 
professional  political  humbugs  than  these  two 
men." 

Mr.  Graham  was  also  Editor  of  the  Electors' 
Guide.  He  was  beyond  salvation  from  a  Tory 
standpoint,  therefore  these  gentlemen  who  were 
frequently  in  the  habit  of  forgetting  altogether  the 
etiquette  of  public  meetings,  and  making  violent 
personal  attacks  upon  the  reporters  present,  at  last 
decided  that  the  Pressmen  should  be  excluded  from 
their  meetings.  They  had  already  tried  to  get  one 
of  their  meetings  to  pass  a  resolution  of  exclusion 
and  had  failed,  so  they  decided  to  take  the  law 
into  their  own  hands,  and  when  Mr.  Graham  next 
presented  himself  at  their  meeting,  he  was  mobbed, 
and  forcibly  prevented  for  some  time  from  entering. 
Of  course,  their  exclusions  could  not  be  persisted 
in,  therefore,  one  or  two  Tory  meetings  advertised 
were  abandoned,  rather  than  have  them  reported, 
but  very  soon  it  was  found  advisable  to  modify 
the  language  of  the  Tory  speakers  and  let  the 
reporters  in.  The  following  Press  extracts  will 
show  the  altered  condition  of  affairs  : — 

"  People  throughout  the  Fylde  districts  gener- 
ally will  learn  with  satisfaction,  that  at  last  Mr. 
Joseph  Howes  has  succeeded  in  holding  an  orderly, 
respectable  political  meeting  at  the  now  notorious 
village  of  Stalmine.  The  scenes  which  have  taken 
place  there  for  a  number  of  months  past,  from 
whatever  cause  they  may  have  arisen,  have 
seriously  reflected  upon  the  intelligence  of  the 
inhabitants,  although  we  attribute  the  rowdyism 
which  has  prevailed  there,  more  to  the  intense 
personal  animosity  of  those  who  are  undoubtedly 
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educated  men,  rather  than  to  the  existence  of 
anything  like  gross  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the 
general  populace.  A  great  many  hard  things 
have  been  said  on  both  sides,  with  the  result  that 
the  majority  temporarily  paralysed  the  efforts  of 
the  exceedingly  energetic  and  plucky  minority. 
So  far  as  Mr.  Howes  is  concerned,  we  believe  that 
he  has  been  fighting  for  a  principle,  rather  than 
for  any  personal  aggrandisement.  He  is  not  a 
man  who  can  be  charged  with  going  about  his 
work  in  kid  gloves.  As  a  political  lecturer  he  is 
intensely  in  earnest,  and  in  his  great  desire  to  spread 
abroad  the  principles  of  his  faith,  he  spares  neither 
friend  nor  foe,  and  never  hesitates  to  give  fearless 
utterance  to  his  view.  He  has  been  confronted 
at  Stalmine  with  a  most  determined  opposition, 
such  as  would  have  broken  the  courage  of  a  veteran 
fighter.  It  did  not  strike  Mr.  Howes  in  that  way, 
for  a  time  he  was  howled  down  and  his  opponents 
rejoiced  over  what  at  best  was  a  very  questionable 
victory.  Mr.  Howes  persevered,  and  on  Monday 
evening  he  obtained  his  reward  in  the  shape  of 
a  successful  profitable  meeting.  Instead  of  horse- 
play, we  had  argument  and  consequently  the 
audience  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  as  to 
the  relative  merits  of  the  two  opposing  parties." 
— Blackpool  Herald  (Independent). 

"  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  was  at  Stalmine  on  Monday 
night,  and  this  time  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  good 
hearing  for  a  very  useful  lecture.  The  local  Tory 
leaders  were  at  the  meeting,  but  their  conduct  was 
unobjectionable.  Some  of  them  made  interruptions, 
but  they  were  interruptions  such  as  any  ordinary 
speaker  on  political  subjects  may  expect,  and  such 
as  most  political  speakers  are  generally  quite 
prepared  for.  Questions  were  also  asked  in  a 
straightforward  fashion,  and  these  were  answered 
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as  freely  and  straightforwardly.  The  tone 
of  the  meeting  was  creditable  alike  to  Liberals 
and  Tories.  This  is  a  pleasanter  thing  to  say 
than  its  contrary.  The  meeting  was  closed 
without  any  of  those  attending  it  having 
anything  to  regret.  Mr.  Howes  expressed  the 
hope  that  all  political  meetings  in  Stalmine, 
whether  Liberal  or  Tory,  will  be  conducted  in  a 
like  spirit  in  the  future,  and  that  all  speakers 
should  have  the  fair  play  which  is  their  due.  It 
is  very  easy  for  Dr.  Day  and  his  friends  to  recipro- 
cate that  hope  and  for  individuals  on  both  sides 
to  act  so  as  to  realise  it." — Lancaster  Guardian. 

'  There  is  glee  in  the  Liberal  camp  over  the 
splendid  victory  for  the  right  of  free  speech  ob- 
tained at  Stalmine  last  week.  The  moral  effect 
is  as  great  as  the  despondency  of  certain  Tories 
who  were  at  the  back  of  the  organisation  for 
drumming  out  political  opponents.  Liberals  now 
point  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  they  can  have  an 
open  meeting  anywhere  in  the  Lancaster  Divi- 
sion. When  they  first  started  their  educational 
campaign  this  was  impossible  in  at  least  five 
villages.  The  people,  as  we  have  always  main- 
tained, are  perfectly  peaceable  and  orderly,  if  not 
egged  on  to  disorder  by  interested  parties.  ' 

— Lancashire   Post. 

The  remainder  of  this  year's  work  was  very 
pleasant  in  all  parts  of  the  division.  During  1890, 
I  had  some  large  demonstrations  on  the  occasion 
of  my  revisiting  some  of  the  old  battle-grounds. 

Once  after  this  the  Tories  tried  again  to  break 
up  a  meeting  at  Hambleton,  but  there  were  too 
many  policemen  present,  and  it  was  wonderful 
to  see  what  a  difference  that  made.  A  few  nights 
after  this  I  had  a  perfectly  orderly  meeting  at 
Stalmine,  although  it  was  evident  that  the 
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memory  of  the  good  things  of  the  past  had  not 
altogether  faded  from  the  recollections  of  some 
of  them,  for  near  the  end  of  the  meeting  one 
man  called  out  :  "Is  there  any  chance  of  a  jug 
o5  ale,  Joe  ?  I'm  dry.  (Laughter.)  We  are 
all  Liberals  here,  now,  really,  and  you  might 
give  us  a  chance  of  a  jug."  (Renewed  laughter.) 

The  chairman,  ignoring  the  interjection,  said  : 
"  To  show  that  we  have  not  come  with  a  cut  and 
dried  arrangement  among  ourselves,  will  anyone 
move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Howes  ?  "  when 
the  same  voice  replied  :  "I'll  move  a  vote  of 
thanks  if  there's  any  ale  in  it."  (Laughter.)  I 
told  him  I  thought  he  would  be  better  without 
it,  and  said  :  "  Look  ^t  me.  I  have  done  without 
it  for  twenty  years." 

"  Well,"  said  the  man,  "  we'll  take  your  word 
for  it — but  I  would  like  a  pint.  After  us  have 
all  been  so  quiet  here,  us  ought  to  have  a  pint. 
Is  there  no  chance  of  a  pint.  It  is  the  first  real 
quiet  meeting  in  Stalmine,  you  knows."  (Laugh- 
ter.) 

Despite  the  earnest  pleadings  of  this  thirsty 
soul,  our  hearts  were  hardened  against  his  de- 
mand, and  he  did  not  get  any  beer — from  us. 

Dr.  Day  by  this  time  was  somewhat  under  a 
cloud,  locally.  The  Rochdale  Observer,  for  August 
6th,  1890,  published  the  following  : — 

"  In  the  Civil  Court,  at  the  Liverpool  Assizes, 
on  Monday,  Dr.  P.  H.  Day,  of  Stalmine,  who, 
it  will  be  remembered,  headed  the  disgraceful 
rowdyism  in  that  village,  which  on  several  oc- 
casions broke  up  Mr.  Howes'  meetings,  brought 
an  action  to  recover  £365  6s.  od.,  from  Mr.  W. 
Lamb,  the  owner  of  some  land  in  the  same  neigh- 
bourhood. The  plaintiff  had  paid  433  professional 
visits  to  Mrs.  Lamb,  and  he  charged,  on  the 
average,  a  guinea  per  visit.  He  had  received 
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two  cheques  for  £80  each  on  account,  and  he  now 
sought  to  recover  the  balance  of  the  amount  he 
contended  was  due  to  him.  The  defendant  urged 
that  the  plaintiff's  charges  were  exorbitant,  and 
paid  £180  53.  od.  into  Court,  in  addition  to  the 
£160  he  had  paid.  The  jury  found  for  the  defend- 
ant, and  the  Judge  directed  that  the  money  paid 
into  Court  should  remain  until  the  defendant's 
costs  had  been  taxed,  and  then  the  balance 
should  be  paid  to  the  plaintiff." 

A  General  Election  was  now  rapidly  approach- 
ing. I  therefore  had  now  to  devote  my  whole 
time  to  the  Lancaster  division.  After  this  peace- 
able gathering  at  Stalmine  w$  felt  that  we  could 
now  prepare  for  the  Electiop.  in  a  calmer  manner, 
and  say,  with  the  poet : — 

"  Peace,  perfect  peace,  is  now  the  rule, 

Gone  is  all  apprehension ; 
Our  hearts  are  right,   our  heads   are  cool ; 
We're  paying  things  '  attention.'  " 
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CHAPTER    XXV. 

A    BOGUS    CORPORATION,    AND    HOW    IT   WAS 
ABOLISHED. 

AT  this  point  I  propose  to  tell  my  readers  the 
story  of  a  bogus  Corporation,  which  I  discovered 
during  my  peregrinations  in  the  Lancaster 
Division. 

In  December  of  1886  I  visited  Myerscough,  a 
quiet  rural  village  near  the  ancient  town  of 
Garstang. 

Garstang,  in  the  old  coaching  days,  was  a 
busy  and  thriving  place.  The  town  was  governed 
by  one  of  the  old  close  Corporations,  which  had 
existed  since  1314 ;  but  by  the  Act  of  1883  this 
Corporation  should  have  ceased  to  exist  on  the 
25th  of  March,  1886.  In  a  blissful  state  of  ignor- 
ance the  Town  Council  remained  in  office,  and 
carried  on  its  functions  as  though  the  Act  of 
1883  had  never  been  passed.  It  occurred  to  me 
that  it  would  be  as  well  to  bring  this  state  of 
things  to  an  end  ;  therefore,  as  I  was  lecturing 
in  Myerscough  on  County  Government  for  the 
People,  I  had  a  good  opportunity  of  referring 
to  what  was  going  on  in  their  neighbouring  town. 
I  said  : — 

"  The  previous  day,  when  I  went  into  Garstang, 
I  found  a  Town  Council  in  existence  ;  but  that 
Corporation  had  no  legal  right  to  exist.  It  was 
a  funny  thing  that  this  institution  went  out  of 
existence  last  March,  and  the  members  did  not 
know  it !  They  met  on  the  zgth  of  September, 
elected  a  fresh  Mayor  or  Bailiff,  as  he  was  called, 
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and  made  fresh  arrangements  about  imposing 
new  tolls  on  the  people  who  came  into  the  market. 
They  put  a  tariff  on  cattle  that  was  not  sold, 
and  that  might  have  a  tendency  to  prevent 
people  from  bringing  their  cattle  to  the  market. 
What  a  funny  thing  to  do  all  this  after  they  had 
ceased  to  exist !  Fancy  a  defunct  Corporation 
levying  tolls  !  Every  Corporation  was  supposed 
to  have  a  legal  adviser.  What  had  the  Garstang 
Town  Clerk  been  doing,  not  to  advise  them  that 
they  were  dead  ? 

"I  see  from  the  Blue  Book  that  in  1885  this 
Garstang  Corporation  reported  to  the  Government 
that  they  had  received  £15  as  tolls  during 
the  year,  and  that  they  had  spent  £2  ;  and  in 
the  same  Blue  Book  it  was  stated  that  the  '  Un- 
reformed  Corporation  of  Garstang  was  dissolved 
on  the  1 5th  of  March,  1886,  by  the  operation  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act, 
1883,  46  and  47  Vic.,  chap.  18,  and  the  Govern- 
ment set  the  management  of  the  town  under  the 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority.'  We  have  present  to- 
night the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
The  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  is  connected  with 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  so  that  it  is  quite  clear 
that  the  Board  of  Guardians  is  now  the  govern- 
ing body  of  Garstang. 

"  If  I  were  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, I  should  want  to  know  how  much  toll  the 
defunct  Corporation  had  taken  since  they  ceased 
to  exist.  How  much  money  they  had  got  from 
the  Town  Hall ;  and  then  I  should  want  them 
to  hand  it  all  over  to  the  new  governing  body, 
together  with  all  the  property  they  possessed, 
according  to  Act  of  Parliament.  I  understand 
these  Town  Councillors  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  giving  themselves  excursions  from  time  to  time, 
to  the  Isle  of  Man.  This  island  is  a  splendid 
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place  to  visit,  and  no  doubt  a  great  many  of  us 
would  like  to  go  there,  but  these  Garstang  Coun- 
cillors had  no  right  to  use  the  people's  money  for 
this  purpose." 

These  remarks  of  mine  created  a  great  sen- 
sation in  the  meeting.  At  some  points  the 
people  roared  with  laughter ;  at  others,  they 
looked  amazed. 

The  next  day  I  journeyed  to  Garstang,  where 
I  remained  during  the  rest  of  the  week,  in  order 
to  visit  the  surrounding  villages.  I  soon  found 
that  my  attack  on  the  Corporation  had  caused 
quite  a  stir  in  the  town.  I  called  in  at  the  local 
barber's  to  get  shaved.  The  barber,  who  was 
quite  unconscious  of  my  identity,  said  : 

"  Have  you  heard  the  news,  sir  ?  " 
'  What  news  ?  "  said  I. 

"  About  our  Corporation.  They  say  it  isn't  a 
Corporation  now ;  it  ought  to  have  gone  out  of 
existence  long  ago  !  " 

"  Indeed,"  said  I.  "  How  has  this  come  to 
light  ?  " 

"Well,"  replied  the  barber,  "I  don't  quite 
know,  but  I  am  told  some  man  has  found  a  Blue 
Book,  and  it  says  in  this  book  that  our  Corpora- 
tion didn't  ought  to  exist ;  and  I  am  told  that 
our  Town  Councillors  will  have  to  give  up  all 
the  money  they  have  been  taking  for  tolls,  and 
other  things — and  some  of  them  are  in  a  great 
fright  about  it,  I  can  tell  you." 

I  expressed  my  amazement  at  the  revelation, 
and  left  my  friend  the  barber  to  repeat  his  story 
of  the  Blue  Book  and  its  mysteries  to  his  other 
customers. 

The  next  morning  I  was  waited  upon — at  the 
hotel  at  which  I  was  staying — by  the  Clerk  to 
the  Corporation,  who,  although  a  lawyer,  very 
much  doubted  my  assertions.  I  had  to  convince 
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him,  and  he  seemed  very  angry  with  the  facts  I 
was  able  to  place  before  him.  I  was  kept  very 
busy  during  the  day,  by  local  friends,  who  kept 
calling  to  ask  :  "  Is  it  true  ?  "  The  Preston 
newspaper  came  out  with  an  article,  headed  : — 

"  POSITION  OF  THE   GARSTANG  CORPORATION. 
"  EXTRAORDINARY  DISCLOSURES." 

The  Lancaster  Guardian  published  the  follow- 
ing :— 

"  GARSTANG  MUNICIPAL  AFFAIRS. 

"  THE  CORPORATION  A  Pious  FRAUD. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  the  ancient  town  of 
Garstang  have  this  week  been  roused  into  a  state 
of  excitement  entirely  foreign  to  the  dull  and 
apathetic  rounds  of  their  daily  life,  and  the  air 
resounds  with  eager  questions  of  serious  import 
to  the  welfare  of  the  residents  in  the  '  finished ' 
town.  The  reason  for  all  this  bustle  and  excite- 
ment is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Corpora- 
tion has  technically  ceased  to  exist  without  the 
members  of  that  august  body,  or  any  of  the  resi- 
dents in  the  neighbourhood,  being  aware  of  the 
untimely  fate  which  had  overtaken  them.  It 
appears  that  Garstang  is  one  of  the  old  unre- 
formed  Corporations  dealt  with  by  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act  of  1883,  which  provides  that 
in  any  place  mentioned  in  the  schedule  of  the 
act,  '  any  Municipal  or  other  Corporation  thereof 
existing  under  any  charter,  or  grant,  or  prescrip- 
tion, shall  be  dissolved.'  The  Borough  of  Gar- 
stang is  one  of  the  places  mentioned  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  the  schedule  of  the  Act,  and,  there- 
fore, on  the  25th  of  March  last,  the  Corporation 
of  Garstang  practically  terminated  its  existence. 
"  The  good  people  of  the  ancient  Borough 
were,  however,  entirely  unaware  of  that  circum- 
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stance  ;  in  fact,  they  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
at  all  cognizant  of  the  existence  of  any  such  Act 
as  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1883  ;  and 
in  September  last  they  allowed  the  Corporation 
to  meet  and  practically  re-elect  themselves  and 
appoint  their  own  officers.  The  Corporation  of 
Garstang  have  several  important  matters  under 
their  control.  They  have,  for  instance,  complete 
supervision  over  the  Town  Hall  and  public  build- 
ings, which  have  regularly  been  let  for  meetings 
and  entertainments,  and  from  which  a  consider- 
able income  must  have  been  derived ;  they  also 
hold  two  shops,  an  office,  and  a  cottage,  which 
have  been  continuously  let ;  and  in  addition, 
they  have  the  power  to  levy  and  collect  tolls 
on  market  or  fair  days.  The  levying  of  these 
tolls  is,  it  seems,  at  Garstang  as  elsewhere,  a 
somewhat  sore  point.  It  appears  that  after  the 
Corporation  was  reappointed  in  September  last, 
a  new  system  of  toll-collecting  was  inaugurated, 
which  is  certainly  not  calculated  to  materially 
increase  the  prosperity  of  the  town.  Under  the 
old  system,  the  toll  was  collected  as  the  cattle, 
horses,  etc.,  attending  the  fair,  were  going  out  of 
the  town,  and  the  Corporation,  being  dissatisfied 
with  this  system,  decided  that  in  future  the  toll 
should  be  collected  as  the  cattle  were  coming  in 
to,  or  during  the  fair.  Complaints  as  to  the 
change  were  numerous  and  emphatic ;  and  it  is 
currently  reported  that  not  a  few  farmers  and 
dealers,  rather  than  fall  in  with  the  alteration, 
stayed  away  from  the  last  fair  altogether.  The 
Corporation  have  also  been  trustees  of  the  Gar- 
stang Grammar  School,  for  which  they  provide 
an  endowment  of  about  £10  a  year. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  number  of  matters 
which  they  have  had  under  their  control,  the 
Corporation  have  not,  so  it  would  seem,  been 
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accountable  to  anyone  for  any  of  their  proceed- 
ings. At  all  events,  those  outside  the  Corpora- 
tion know  very  little  about  it ;  the  inhabitants 
have  no  knowledge  as  to  how  the  revenue  from 
tolls  and  other  sources  have  been  expended. 
Certainly,  the  buildings  belonging  to  the  Corpora- 
tion do  not  appear  to  have  had  any  great  amount 
of  money  lavished  upon  them.  An  examination 
of  the  Town  Hall,  for  example — a  very  plain, 
unassuming  structure — would  not  lead  any  critical 
person  to  the  conclusion  that  its  acquaintance 
with  even  a  charwoman  was  of  a  very  recent 
date ;  and  any  work  in  the  shape  of  plumbing, 
glazing,  plastering,  or  furnishing  must  have  been 
performed  at  a  very  remote  period ;  indeed,  the 
only  account  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of 
the  Corporation  of  this  ancient  town,  of  which 
the  public  has  any  cognizance,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  Blue  Book,  issued  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Bradlaugh,  M.P.,  and  in  which  the  Corporation 
admitted  that  in  1885  they  collected  £15  and 
expended  £2.  What  was  done  with  the  surplus  ? 
How  much  more  revenue  came  into  their  pos- 
session, and  what  has  been  done  with  it,  at  present 
remains  a  mystery,  which  can  only  be  solved 
when  the  defunct  Corporation  is  compelled  to 
hand  over  its  powers  to  its  successors,  and  to 
render  an  account  of  the  matters  intrusted  to 
its  care.  As  to  what  has  been  done  with  funds, 
however,  various  rumours  are  in  circulation.  .. 

"As  we  have  stated,  until  the  present  week 
the  good  people  of  Garstang  remained  in  com- 
plete ignorance  of  the  actual  state  of  affairs,  and 
it  was  left  for  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  to  enlighten 
their  understanding.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in 
Garstang,  Mr.  Howes  discovered  that  the  people 
were  in  darkness,  and  at  a  meeting  at  Myers- 
cough,  where  he  was  lecturing  on  '  Home  Rule 
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for  the  English  Counties,'  he  astounded  his 
audience  by  declaring  that  the  Corporation  was 
a  body  which  had  ceased  to  exist !  No  one  was 
more  astonished  at  the  disclosure  than  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Corporation  themselves,  and  next 
day  Mr.  Howes  was  literally  besieged  by  eager 
questioners,  anxious  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
his  statement.  Upon  that  point  the  terms  of 
the  Act  are  explicit  enough.  Therefore  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Corporation  of  Garstang 
has  technically  ceased  to  exist,  and  their  powers 
will  have  to  be  handed  over  to  some  other  body. 
In  the  Blue  Book  above  referred  to,  Garstang  is 
put  under  the  control  of  the  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  probably  application  will  be 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  bring 
about  such  an  arrangement." 

Some  of  the  Town  Councillors  were  very 
furious  with  me ;  but  a  communication  was  sent 
to  London,  and  a  Commissioner  came  down,  who 
very  soon  relieved  those  interesting  and  interested 
representatives  of  their  duties.  A  scheme  was 
afterwards  arranged  for  the  future  disposal  of 
the  town  revenues. 

The  following  appeared  in  the  Electors'  Guide, 
September,  1887  : — 

"  A  DEFUNCT  CORPORATION. 
"  AN  APOLOGY  WANTED. 

"  Dr.  Chapman,  of  Garstang,  is  not  recognised 
as  a  reliable  authority  on  political  matters,  except, 
of  course,  by  Fylde  Tories.  On  the  other  hand, 
we  are  all  ready  to  allow  that  he  is  a  gentleman, 
consequently,  we  know  we  shall  not  be  disap- 
pointed when  we  ask  him  for  the  apology  due 
to  Mr.  Joseph  Howes.  Dr.  Chapman  will  doubt- 
less read  the  following  facts,  and  having  done 
so,  he  will  at  once  decide  that  only  one  course 
is  open  for  him  to  pursue. 
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"  On  the  7th  of  December  last,  Mr.  Joseph 
Howes,  speaking  at  Myerscough,  startled  his 
audience  by  announcing  that  the  Corporation  of 
Garstang  was  dead  ;  and  although  that  estimable 
body  did  not  know  this,  he  felt  some  pride  in 
preaching  its  funeral  sermon.  To  use  his  own 
words,  '  It  was  but  the  death  of  another  Tory 
monopoly.' 

"  Dr.  Chapman,  responding  to  the  toast,  the 
1  Health  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Gar- 
stang,' on  the  occasion  of  the  Oddfellows'  club 
dinner  on  Whit-Monday  last,  said,  that  '  an 
itinerant  lecturer  had  been  going  about  the 
country  telling  lies  about  the  Corporation,  saying 
that  it  was  dead.  It  was  not  dead  ;  it  was  more 
alive  than  ever  it  was.' 

"  Dr.  Chapman  will  please  ponder  over  the 
following  sentences.  On  the  nth  of  August, 
1887,  a  public  inquiry  was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall,  Garstang,  when  Mr.  Arthur  Cardew,  one 
of  the  Charity  Commissioners  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate into  the  affairs  of  the  late  Garstang 
Corporation,  said  he  had  been  sent  down  by  the 
Charity  Commissioners,  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining the  particulars  of  the  property  belonging 
to  the  late  Corporation  of  Garstang,  which  was 
abolished  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1886,  by  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  (1883).  He  repeated, 
in  answer  to  Mr.  W.  Tilly,  that  the  whole  thing 
was  abolished  ;  that  now  there  are  no  burgesses 
and  no  bailiff,  and  only  those  persons  are  free 
men  who  were  made  so  before  the  passing  of  the 
Act. 

"  We  hope  to  publish  Dr.  Chapman's  apology 
to  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  in  our  next  issue." 

I  need  hardly  say,  the  apology  never  came, 
and  thus  ends  the  story  of  a  Bogus  Corporation. 

280 


CHAPTER    XXVI. 

ELECTION  CONTEST   IN  THE   LANCASTER  DIVISION  — 
THE    LIBERAL    MAJORITY    INCREASED. 

ON  the  7th  of  February,  1891,  Sir  Thomas  Storey 
was  adopted  as  the  Tory-Unionist  candidate 
to  contest  the  Lancaster  Division  against  Mr. 
Williamson. 

Sir  Thomas  was  a  Lancaster  man,  and  was  at 
one  time  a  prominent  member  of  the  Liberal 
party  in  that  Division.  In  1880  he  contested  the 
seat  as  the  Liberal  candidate — Mr.  Williamson 
contributing  £500  towards  his  expenses.  When 
Mr.  Gladstone  introduced  his  Home  Rule  Bill, 
Mr.  Storey  turned  Unionist.  He  was  received 
with  open  arms  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  and 
other  "  swells,"  and  in  the  first  Jubilee  year  he 
was  knighted ;  and  now  this  Jubilee  knight  was 
brought  forward  to  fight  the  Tory  battle  against 
his  old  friend  and  supporter,  James  Williamson. 
The  Liberal  organisation  was  in  good  condition, 
and  although  all  the  Liberals  and  some  of  the 
Tories  were  indignant  at  Sir  Thomas  for  allowing 
himself  to  be  nominated  against  their  popular 
Member,  the  contest  was  felt  by  most  people  to 
be  a  foregone  conclusion. 

A  very  bitter  feeling  was  created  in  the  Divi- 
sion, as  the  following  extract  will  show  : — 

"  There  are  special  reasons  of  a  local  nature 
which  render  the  candidature  of  Sir  Thomas 
Storey  objectionable  at  the  present  time.  A 
contest  between  two  of  the  foremost  men  in  the 
town,  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  businesses  that 
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have  much  in  common,  is  certain  to  bring  about 
complications  that  will  result  in  much  harm. 
A  Conservative  declared,  when  he  heard  of  the 
threatened  opposition  and  its  source,  that  it  was 
nothing  less  than  a  calamity.  The  election  will 
not  be  fought  out  in  the  town  on  Imperial  ques- 
tions, but  will  be  a  personal  struggle  for  local 
supremacy,  in  which  much  bitter  feeling  and 
animosity  will  be  aroused  among  the  partisans 
on  both  sides.  The  old  feeling  of  hostility  between 
the  two  firms — now  dormant  for  many  years — 
will  once  again  become  an  active  force  in  the 
town,  and  no  one  can  foretell  the  mischief  that 
may  be  done.  Who  are  the  parties  mainly  re- 
sponsible for  this  prospect — disturbing  the  peace 
of  the  town  ?  There  is  only  one  answer.  Sir 
Thomas  Storey  and  his  Liberal-Unionist  friends. 
And  on  what  ground  can  they  justify  their 
action  ?  We  assume  that  it  is  on  the  question 
of  conceding  a  measure  of  Home  Rule  to  Ireland. 
An  eminent  Liberal-Unionist — Mr.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain— declared  the  other  day  that  Home  Rule 
was  as  '  dead  as  Queen  Anne/  Whether  he  is 
justified  in  this  opinion  we  are  not  prepared  to 
say  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  Lancaster  are  to  be 
dragged  through  the  turmoil  of  a  personal  con- 
test because  the  Irish  people  set  up  a  claim  to 
manage  their  own  affairs,  and  the  sitting  Member 
is  pledged  to  support  the  demand." 

— Lancaster  Gazette  (Tory),  Feb.  7th,  1891. 

A  section  of  the  Tory  party  considered  Sir 
Thomas  a  strong  candidate  owing  to  his  local 
connections,  but  the  Radicals  were  determined 
that  he  should  be  well  beaten.  The  Blackpool 
Times,  of  July  1st,  1891,  said  : — 

"  There  was  never  a  time  when  the  Liberalism 
of  the  Lancaster  Division  was  more  robust.  There 
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never  was  a  period  when  the  adherents  to  the 
popular  cause  were  in  better  spirits  for  the  present, 
or  hopes  for  the  future.  At  any  rate,  this  is  what 
facts  and  observations  reveal  in  our  own  im- 
mediate district,  Over  Wyre  ;  whilst  the  reports 
from  other  portions  of  the  Division  are  agreeably 
encouraging.  This  looks  bad  for  Sir  Thomas 
Storey,  but  good  for  the  constituency.  The 
effect  is  encouraging,  and  the  cause  is  not  far  to 
seek.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  political  education, 
thanks  to  the  Lancaster  Liberal  Association,  is 
spreading  rapidly  in  the  Division.  Mr.  Howes' 
persevering  attention  to  the  districts,  in  spite  of 
abominable  opposition  in  the  past  on  the  part 
of  those  who  ought  to  have  known  better,  has 
largely  secured  the  end  in  view.  Mr.  Howes  has 
got  the  farmers  and  labourers  to  think  and  read, 
and  that  thinking  and  reading  has  opened  their 
eyes,  in  the  way  that  darkness-loving  Tories 
abhor.  Farmers  and  labourers  in  the  Blackpool 
Division  who  have  not  yet  had  the  privilege  of 
listening  to  men  of  the  calibre  of  Mr.  Howes, 
might  even  catch  the  spirit  of  the  enthusiasm 
which  their  neighbours  are  showing — Over  Wyre." 
When  Sir  Thomas  Storey  commenced  his  cam- 
paign, he  soon  got  into  difficulties.  He  had  an 
unfortunate  knack  of  saying  the  wrong  thing  to 
the  wrong  people.  As  the  Irishman  said  :  "  Every 
time  he  opened  his  mouth  he  put  his  foot  in  it !  " 
The  contest  soon  became  extremely  bitter. 
During  the  whole  election  Mr.  Williamson,  M.P., 
only  addressed  three  meetings  :  one  at  Lancaster, 
one  at  Garstang,  and  one  at  Morecambe.  At 
these  meetings  Mr.  Williamson  never  once  re- 
ferred to  his  opponent,  but  the  partisans  on  both 
sides  made  things  fairly  warm.  An  attack  was 
made  upon  the  Member's  character  as  an  employer 
of  labour.  At  a  meeting  I  addressed  at  More- 
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cambe,  a  Tory  asked  me  a  question  about  the 
wages  paid  to  Mr.  Williamson's  workpeople. 
This  question  aroused  great  indignation  in  the 
district,  the  result  of  which  is  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  appeared  in  the  Lancashire 
Evening  Post : — 

"  HITTING  BELOW  THE  BELT. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Lancashire  Evening  Post. 

"  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  Liberals  held  at  More- 
cambe  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  I5th  inst.,  ad- 
dressed by  Mr.  Howes,  the  following  question 
was  asked  by  a  Mr.  Dobson  :  '  Is  it  true  that 
the  workpeople  of  Mr.  Williamson  have  nobbut 
a  putting  on  ?  '  This  question  has  been  noticed 
by  Mr.  Williamson's  workpeople,  who  felt  strongly 
the  insinuations  thus  publicly  cast  out  against 
both  themselves  and  their  employer ;  and,  as  a 
result,  very-largely  attended  meetings  were  held 
simultaneously  at  both  St.  George's  Works  and 
Lune  Mills,  on  Wednesday  noon  the  23rd  inst., 
when  the  following  facts  were  adduced  : — 

"  That  the  wages  paid  by  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
James  Williamson  &  Son  are  higher  than  those 
paid  by  any  firm  in  the  same  trade  in  the  country. 
That  no  employee  belonging  to  the  manufactur- 
ing department  had,  during  the  last  thirty  years 
— not  even  during  the  present  general  depression 
in  trade — been  discharged  for  lack  of  employ- 
ment ;  the  only  instance  in  which  workmen  had 
been  discharged  being  in  the  case  of  outside 
labourers,  navvies,  etc.,  who  were  temporarily 
engaged  in  preparing  foundations  for  new  build- 
ings, and  work  of  a  similar  nature.  That  it  is  a 
fact  that  at  the  present  time,  owing  to  bad  trade, 
there  are  between  two  and  three  hundred  men 
and  boys  for  whom  work  in  their  regular  em- 
ployment cannot  be  found,  but  that  none  of  these 
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men  have  been  dismissed,  nor  are  they  likely  to 
be,  nor  has  any  reduction  been  made  in  their 
wages.  **  That  if  these  men  and  boys  had  been 
dismissed  it  would  have  meant  a  loss  to  them, 
and  a  consequent  loss  to  the  town  on  an  average 
of  about  £12,000  per  annum.  That  when  fires 
had  taken  place — and  it  would  be  admitted  that 
of  late  years  several  very  serious  and  destructive 
ones  had  occurred — no  employees,  as  a  conse- 
quence, had  been  discharged  from  the  service  of 
the  firm,  but  work  of  some  kind  had  been  found 
for  them,  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  neces- 
sity for  their  dismissal. 

"  The  above  facts,  we  think,  speak  for  them- 
selves. The  following  were  the  resolutions  pro- 
posed at  the  meetings,  all  of  which  were  unani- 
mously carried  : — 

"  (i)  'That  these  meetings  protest  most 
strongly  against  the  false  and  mali- 
cious statements  which  are  so  fre- 
quently circulated  about  our  employer 
with  reference  to  his  treatment  of  his 
workpeople,  with  the  object  of  in- 
juring him  in  the  eyes  of  his  neigh- 
bours. 

"  (2)  '  That  these  meetings  tender  their  most 
grateful  thanks  to  Mr.  Williamson  for 
the  benefit  he  confers  upon  them  and 
upon  their  families  by  the  regular 
employment  which  he  has  always 
provided  for  them,  whether  trade 
be  good  or  bad,  and  for  the  generous 
and  considerate  manner  in  which  he 
has  always  treated  them. 

"  (3)  '  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Williamson  and  to 
the  local  Press.' 
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"  Thanking  you  in  anticipation,  we  are,  sir, 
"  On  behalf  of  the  Workpeople  of  Lune  Mills 
and  St.  George's  Works,  Lancaster, 

"J.  B.  WILSON, 
"J.  WATKINSON." 

The  election  poet,  as  usual,  appeared  on  the 
scene.  Some  of  the  effusions  circulated  during 
the  contest  were  extremely  foolish,  some  very 
questionable,  but  the  most  outrageously  coarse 
was  the  following  : — 

"  THE  '  G.O.M.'  AND  THE  DEVIL. 

"  Says  the   Devil,   '  My  place  is  as  full  as  can  be, 
But  I'll  try  to  make  room  if  I  can.' 
So  he  let  Ananias  and  Judas  go  free, 
To  make  room   for  the  '  Grand  Old   Man.' 
The  Devil  soon  found  what  he  did  was  a  '  sell,' 
For  the  old  man  corrupted  the  people  in   Hell. 
By  use  of  his  eloquence  against  his  old  friend 
He  secured  the  chief  rulership  there  in  the  end." 

As  Mr.  Williamson's  health  would  not  allow 
him  to  do  much  work  in  this  campaign,  the  bulk 
of  the  speaking  devolved  upon  me.  I  had  to  go 
through  the  Division  very  much  as  a  candidate, 
giving  the  electors  the  Member's  opinions  on  the 
questions  of  the  day,  answering  questions  on  his 
behalf,  and  replying  to  the  speeches  of  his  oppo- 
nent. The  latter  was  not  a  difficult  task,  as  Sir 
Thomas  Storey  generally  replied  to  himself.  Our 
meetings  were  all  very  successful  and  enthu- 
siastic. The  Lancaster  Guardian,  referring  to  one 
of  them,  said  : — 

"In  a  speech  he  made  at  Morecambe,  last 
Friday  evening,  Mr.  Howes  gave  a  clever  reply 
to  the  address  given  by  Sir  T.  Storey  a  week 
or  two  back  at  a  gathering  of  the  Morecambe 
Primrose  Leaguers.  Sir  Thomas's  point  was  that 
the  Liberals  had  gone  wrong,  and  therefore  he 
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had  left  them.  'But  then/  said  Mr.  Howes, 
'  Sir  Thomas  had  said  that  he  knows  very  little 
of  politics,  whereas  Mr.  Gladstone  does.  Is  not, 
therefore,  Sir  Thomas  more  likely  to  have  gone 
wrong  than  Mr.  Gladstone  ?  ' 
'  The  question  answers  itself." 
At  the  meeting  referred  to  above,  I,  making 
reference  to  the  Primrose  League,  repeated  the 
following  verses,  which  were  taken  up  with  en- 
thusiasm, and  frequently  recited  by  others  during 
the  contest : — 

"  Poor  little  primrose,   simple  flower, 

Thine  is  a  mournful  story  ; 
What  dreadful  deed,  pray  hast  thou  done, 
Thus  to  be  dubbed  a  Tory? 

"  Once  thou  wert  loved  for  thine  own  sake, 

By  all  who   might  come  near  thee; 
But  since  a  noble  Earl   '  pegged  out,' 
A  Liberal  may  not  wear  thee. 

"  But  what  is   that  I  hear  thee  say, 

With  mischief  in  each  dimple? 
4  They  claim   me  for  a  Tory,   sir, 
Because  I   am  so  simple.' " 

The  following  appeared  in  the  Blackpool  Times  : 
"  It  has  only  been  by  the  persistent  and  deter- 
mined efforts  of  Mr.  Howes,  to  vindicate  the 
right  of  freedom  of  speech,  even  in  deep-dyed 
Tory  Stalmine,  that  audiences  in  this  district  are 
enabled  to  hear  Liberal  principles  enunciated  to 
them  without  the  meetings  being  broken  up  with 
rowdyism  and  disorderly  conduct. 

"  There  are  few  divisions  in  the  country  where 
political  education  has  been  carried  on  so  exten- 
sively as  in  the  Lancaster  Division  ;  and  though 
the  strongest  candidate  that  could  possibly  be 
found  in  opposition  to  Mr.  James  Williamson  lias 
been  secured  for  the  Unionists,  yet  the  fruits  of 
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the  systematic  educational  process  will  undoubt- 
edly be  seen  in  the  result  of  the  election,  when 
everything  points  to  the  return  once  more  of 
Mr.  Williamson." 

I  visited  Stalmine  during  the  election,  and 
had  a  very  peaceable  and  orderly  meeting. 
As  the  polling  day  drew  near  Sir  Thomas  Storey  s 
supporters  became  very  jubilant. 

The  Lancaster  Observer  (Unionist)  said  : — 

"  The  last  few  days  have  added  much  to  Sir 
Thomas  Storey's  success." 

And  again,  the  same  paper  asked  : — 

"  What  position  will  the  Lancaster  Division 
hold  after  this  struggle  ?  The  Unionists  are  con- 
fident, and  we  think  their  assurance  is  justified 
by  the  energy  and  ability  with  which  they  have 
supported  Sir  Thomas  Storey." 

But  Sir  Thomas  had  made  another  great  mis- 
take. Speaking  at  Morecambe,  he  said  some  of 
his  friends,  who  were  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  had  said  that  Mr.  Williamson  occupied 
a  unique  position  in  the  House,  in  that  he  won 
the  election  of  1886  without  even  so  much  as 
showing  his  face  to  the  constituency,  or  making 
one  single  speech.  When  someone  asked  him 
how  it  was  done,  the  reply  v.o.3  :  "  Well,  it  is 
explained  in  this  way.  He  has  got  a  great  army 
of  admirers.  With  some  secret  or  sinister  influ- 
ence or  another  he  is  able  to  overawe  the  people 
of  Lancaster  and  the  neighbourhood.  He  has 
only  to  put  up  his  little  finger,  and  as  for  tnt 
electors — well,  they  can't  say  'boh!'  to  a  goose. 
You  know  they  have  an  idiot  asylum  at  Lancas- 
ter, and  I  think  it  must  have  a  great  influence 
upon  the  population  there — ('  shame  !  ') — because 
they  seem  rather  imbecile." 

The  cry  of  "  shame  !  "  at  his  own  meeting 
ought  to  have  convinced  Sir  Thomas  of  the 
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blunder  he  had  made  in  speaking  of  the  electors 
as  idiots.  This  speech  gave  the  poet  another 
opportunity,  and  perhaps  the  best  poetic  speci- 
men, which  appeared  during  the  election,  was  the 
following  : — 

"  A   CANDIDATE'S   PLAINT. 

"  My   name  is  Thomas   Storey, 

And   I   got  a   lot   of  glory, 
By  being  knighted  in  the  blessed  year  of  Jubilee. 

"  Unversed  in  public   speaking, 

I'm   now  engaged  in  seeking  [to  me. 

To  enlighten  folks  on  subjects  that  are  quite  unknown 

"  On   topics  that  are  weighty, 

I've   not  since   eighteen  eighty, 
One  jot  or  one   iota   changed  the  views  that  I  held. 

"  As  my  name  is  Thomas  Storey, 

I  swear  I'm   not  a  Tory, 
Although  the  Present  Government  I  always  have  upheld. 

"  I   don't  like   my   position, 

And   there'll  be   a   great   addition, 
To  the  work  I've  got  to  do,  if  to  Westminster  I'm  sent. 

"  You   can   take,   or  you   can   leave   me, 

Reject  me,   or  receive   me, 
I   really  have  no   great  desire  to   go  to   Parliament. 

"  To   my  friends,   the   labouring  classes, 

To   the   toiling,    wailing   masses, 
I've  some  advice  to  give,  and  it's  good  as  they  will  see. 

"  For   allotments,   if  they  re   craving, 

Let  them   heed   not    the   wild   raving, 
Of  land  agitators,  but  meek,  quiet,  patient  subjects  be. 

"  In   my   Nonconformist   brothers, 

I   take   an   interest,    as   in   others,       .     [grieve 
But  their  conduct  lately  has  been  such  as  makes  me  sorely 

"  They   have   no  fellow   feeling, 

With  the  orange-men   appealing, 

For  protection   and  assistance,    I   really   must  believe. 
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"That  (although  no  doubt  I'll  rile  'em), 

It's  that  idiot  asylum,  [them  awful  hard. 

That  they  live  so  near,  that's  turned  their  wits  and  made 

"  So   I'll  leave  them  to  their  dinners, 

The  witless  sorry  sinners,  [card." 

And  '  mash '  the  illiterate  farmers,  as  my  last  and  only 

On  the  polling  day  there  was  considerable 
excitement  in  the  town  of  Lancaster,  and  when 
the  votes  were  counted,  and  it  was  found  that 
Mr.  Williamson's  majority  was  increased,  great 
excitement  prevailed. 

In  1885  the  Tory  majority  was  859.  In  1886 
this  was  changed  to  a  Liberal  majority  of  295  ; 
and  now  in  1892  the  Liberal  majority  was  increased 
to  680. 

Shortly  after  this  election  I  severed  my  con- 
nection with  the  Lancaster  Division.  The  work 
I  had  undertaken  was  so  far  accomplished. 
Rowdyism  in  the  "  Dark  Continent "  had  been 
broken  down ;  the  right  of  free  speech  main- 
tained ;  and  the  Liberal  majority  increased. 

I  took  up  my  residence  in  another  field  of 
activity. 

Unfortunately,  after  this  time,  the  Liberal 
Association  in  the  Lancaster  Division  ceased  its 
activity.  For  two  years  the  Tories  were  allowed 
to  romp  over  the  field  unopposed.  They  saw 
their  opportunity,  and  they  made  the  most  of 
it.  An  additional  Tory  newspaper  was  estab- 
lished in  Lancaster.  A  series  of  public-house 
demonstrations  was  commenced,  at  which  "  free 
drinks  "  became  the  order  of  the  day. 

A  local  gentleman,  in  the  person  of  Colonel 
Foster,  was  obtained  as  candidate.  Mr.  William- 
son received  a  Peerage,  and  became  Lord  Ashton. 
Another  Liberal  candidate  had  to  be  found,  and 
at  the  last  moment  a  stranger  undertook  to  con- 
test the  constituency  in  the  Liberal  interest,  but,, 
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unfortunately,  he  was  defeated.  The  Tories  once 
again  captured  the  seat.  I  was  engaged  in  another 
part  of  the  country,  and  was  prevented  from 
taking  part  in  this  contest. 

The  election  was  followed  by  a  petition,  at 
which  were  revealed  some  startling  disclosures 
concerning  the  methods  adopted  by  the  Tory 
party,  and  although  the  Judge  commented 
strongly  upon  the  system  of  "  drinks  all  round," 
which  had  so  extensively  prevailed,  the  glorious 
uncertainty  of  English  law  once  more  manifested 
itself  ;  and,  as  the  managers  of  the  Tory  business 
had  been  skilful  enough  to  so  arrange  matters 
that  the  Judge  could  not  connect  the  candidate 
with  these  practices,  Colonel  Foster  was  allowed 
to  retain  his  seat. 


CHAPTER  XXVIL 

BYE-ELECTION  AT  WALSALL — BATTLE  WITH  THE 
SOCIALISTS — DEBATE  AT  RUGBY — COLLAPSE 
OF  THE  REV.  GEORGE  BISHOP. 

I  NOW  carry  my  readers  back  to  the  period  at 
which  I  broke  the  continuity  of  my  narrative, 
in  order  to  give  the  particulars  of  the  fight  in  the 
Lancaster  Division.  Although  a  great  deal  of 
my  time  was  taken  up  during  this  exciting  period 
in  this  Lancaster  district,  yet  I  managed  to  keep 
up  my  connection  with  other  parts  of  the  country. 
In  1893  I  was  lecturing  in  Buckinghamshire,  on 
the  "  Tory  Allotments  Act/' 

A  Captain  Kennedy  sent  a  long  letter  to  the 
local  paper,  in  defence  of  the  Act,  to  which  letter 
I  replied  as  follows  :— 

"  CAPTAIN  KENNEDY  AND  THE  ALLOTMENTS  ACT. 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Buckingham  Advertiser. 
"  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  the  i8th  a 
letter  signed  J.  H.  Kennedy,  referring  to  my 
observations  made  at  Buckingham,  re  the  Allot- 
ments Act.  Mr.  Kennedy  speaks  of  '  dishonesty  ' 
in  the  usual  Tory  manner ;  but  he  evidently 
does  not  understand  the  Act  to  which  he  refers. 
If  he  writes  again,  I  should  like  him  to  quote  the 
words  of  what  he  calls  the  '  Compulsory  Clauses  '  ; 
and,  in  order  that  this  matter  may  be  put  squarely 
before  your  readers,  I  invite  Mr.  Kennedy  to  give 
a  single  case  anywhere  in  England  where  an  un- 
willing landlord  has  been  compelled  to  let  land 
for  allotments  by  the  operations  of  the  Tory 
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Allotments  Act.  My  contention  is :  that  the 
Act  only  gives  power  to  go  to  Parliament  for 
additional  powers ;  but  if  Mr.  Kennedy  can 
produce  one  case  in  accordance  with  my  challenge, 
I  will  at  once  acknowledge  that  I  have  made  a 
mistake.  "  Yours  respectfully, 

"J.  HOWES." 

I  heard  no  more  from  the  gallant  Captain. 
Concerning  this  visit  to  Buckinghamshire,  the 
Bucks.  Free  Press,  for  January  28th,  said  :— 

"  TORYISM  v.  LIBERALISM. 

;<  Liberalism  certainly  is  not  dead  or  dying  in 
Buckinghamshire,  judging  from  the  enthusiastic 
meeting  held  in  the  Oddfellows'  Hall,  on  Tuesday 
evening  last.  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  is  a  first-rate 
orator,  and  riveted  the  attention  of  the  large 
audience.  Comparing  the  work  done  by  the 
Tories  and  the  Liberals,  he  referred  to  the  Free 
Education  Act,  the  Sham  Allotments  Act,  the 
Poor  Law,  the  Titles  Bill,  etc.,  and  explained  the 
twistings  and  turnings  of  the  Tory  party,  who 
have,  so  as  not  to  shock  the  tender  nerves  of  the 
dissentient  Liberals,  baptised  themselves  Union- 
ists." 

During  February  I  was  engaged  at  a  bye- 
election  at  Walsall,  when  Sir  A.  Hayter  (Liberal) 
was  returned.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
Press  comments  : — 

"  The  rapid  progress  made  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Howes  in  the  favour  of  Walsall  audiences  is 
simply  phenomenal.  A  good  straight  talk  is 
what  Walsall  men  like  ;  and  they  got  no  beating 
about  the  bush  from  Mr.  Howes." 

"  A  considerable  portion  of  the  Ryecroft  audi- 
ence, on  Wednesday  night,  seemed  perfectly 
taken  aback  at  Mr.  Howes'  masterly  exposure 
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of   the  House   of  Lords.      The   fervent,   sincere, 

and  whispered  ejaculations  from  his  hearers  told 

of  the  effect  he  was  producing  on  their  minds." 

— Walsall  Free  Press,  February  4th,  1893. 

"  Those  who  attended  the  meetings  knew  that 
in  Mr.  Howes  they  would  hear  a  gentleman  who 
was  fully  conversant  with  politics,  and  knew 
well  how  to  speak.  Mr.  Howes  was  specially 
desirous  for  fair  play  all  round,  and  when  there 
was  some  dissent  at  an  interjection  from  an 
individual  at  the  back  of  the  Hall,  he  said : 
'  Just  allow  my  friends  the  opportunity  to  inter- 
ject whenever  they  like.' ' 

"  Mr.  Howes  commented  on  the  '  one  man, 
one  vote,'  principally,  and  said  that  at  present 
some  rich  people  had  twelve  votes  to  the  working 
man  one.  He  asked  the  Tory  working  man 
what  he  thought  about  this  little  arrangement." 
(Laughter.) 

"  When  Mr.  Howes  dealt  with  the  Acts  of  the 
late  Government,  and  argued  that  they  had  not 
passed  a  single  effective  measure,  an  opponent 
cried  out :  '  How  about  Free  Education  ?  '  Mr. 
Howes  exclaimed,  with  a  depth  of  meaning : 
'  Ha  !  how  about  it  ?  '  and  later  on  proceeded 
to  show  that  the  boasted  Free  Education  of  the 
late  Government  was  not  free  at  all,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  the  Act  allowed  the  managers 
of  the  schools  either  to  charge  fees,  take  them 
off,  or  reduce  them.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  when 
the  present  Liberal  Government  came  into  power 
one-fifth  of  the  schools  were  still  charging  fees." 

"  Another  statement  Mr.  Howes  made  was 
that  the  Labour  party  had  received  more  tangible 
good  during  the  short  time  the  present  Govern- 
ment had  been  in  power,  than  during  the  whole 
time  the  late  Government  was  in  existence." 
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"  Mr.  Howes,  speaking  of  Home  Rule,  said 
there  was  not  only  such  a  thing  known  as  '  moon- 
lighting/ but  also  '  day-lighting.'  The  landlord 
who  increased  his  rents  on  the  tenant's  improve- 
ments was  morally,  if  not  legally,  guilty  of  theft. 
He  wanted  to  see  even-handed  justice  meted  out 
to  tenant  and  landlord  alike." 

— Walsall  Free  Press  (Election  Edition). 

From  Walsall  I  went  direct  to  Gloucestershire, 
to  take  part  in  a  bye-election,  in  which  Mr.  H. 
Lawson  was  the  Liberal  candidate.  The  Division 
is  a  large  and  scattered  one,  almost  entirely 
rural.  A  number  of  villages  had  to  be  visited ; 
and  it  was  necessary  to  address  the  villagers  in 
very  plain  and  simple  language.  After  a  severe 
struggle  the  Liberal  candidate  was  defeated  by 
seven  votes.  We  had  a  scrutiny  and  recount. 
After  some  delay,  the  judges  decided  that  we 
must  fight  again — which  we  did,  and  obtained 
the  victory,  returning  the  Liberal  candidate  with 
a  majority  a  little  over  one  hundred.  The  morning 
after  the  poll,  a  very  furious  Tory  farmer  met  me 
in  the  street  of  Cirencester,  and  said:  "You  polled 
some  dead  men  yesterday  !  "  I  knew  it  was  no 
use  trying  to  reason  with  him,  so  I  simply  said  : 
"  Well,  my  friend,  you  should  have  watched  the 
cemetery  !  " 

In  October  I  was  again  in  Devonshire  and 
Cornwall,  where  I  had  a  splendid  round  of  meet- 
ings. The  papers  said  : — 

"  Political  activity  is  pretty  pronounced  just 
at  present  in  the  Mid-Devon  Division.  The  en- 
thusiastic receptions  given  to  Mr.  Howes,  at 
various  places  during  the  past  week,  amply 
prove  that. 

"  C.  Scale  Hayne's  popularity  has  not  waned. 
The  old  fire  of  Liberalism  which  smoulders,  needs 

295 


TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS'  FIGHT  WITH  THE  TORIES. 

but  to  be  touched  to  burst  into  a  brilliant  flame. 
The  meetings  have  been  enthusiastic,  and  the 
arguments  adduced,  on  the  '  Present  Political 
Situation/  are  sticklers  to  the  Tory  party.  The 
pointed  remarks  are  too  much  for  an  obstructive 
opposition  ;  and  as  Mr.  Howes  is,  I  hear,  shortly 
to  pay  Newtown  a  visit,  I  hope  some  of  the  Con- 
servative young  bloods  will  pluck  up  sufficient 
courage  to  '  go '  for  him.  I  venture  to  predict 
he  will  send  them  away  enlightened.  Mr.  Howes 
is  delighted  to  welcome  an  opponent  on  the  plat- 
form ;  and  let  those  who  disagree  with  him  just 
put  to  the  test  that  toleration  on  the  part  of  their 
opponent  they  have  been  so  decrying  of  late— 
it  will  teach  them  a  useful  lesson." 

—Devon  Times,  October  2ist,  1893. 

"  Last  evening  a  public  meeting  was  held  in 
the  National  School-room,  Tintagel,  and  ably 
addressed  by  Mr.  Howes.  The  audience,  with 
riveted  attention,  followed  the  speaker,  giving 
constant  signs  of  universal  approval  and  enthu- 
siasm ;  so  much  so  that  a  Tory  moved  a  vote 
of  thanks  for  the  able  address.  This  was  supported 
by  another  Tory,  and  the  meeting  terminated 
with  general  satisfaction. — Western  Mercury. 

1894.  In  this  year  I  had  to  take  in  hand 
some  fresh  opponents,  namely,  the  Socialists,  who, 
with  their  doctrine  of  "  Government  Control  of 
all  Means  of  Production  and  Distribution,"  had 
been  extremely  active  in  several  parts  of  the 
country ;  and  wherever  the  Liberal  party  were 
idle,  the  Socialists  gathered  strength.  At  Burnley, 
in  Lancashire,  they  had  become  very  aggressive. 
I  commenced  a  lecturing  tour  in  that  town  in 
January.  At  my  first  meeting  my  subject  was  : 
"  What  has  Liberalism  done  for  the  People  ?  " 
and  as  the  Socialists  always  opposed  Liberals, 
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they  came  in  great  force  to  this  meeting.  I  found 
them  very  weak  as  debaters ;  and  during  the 
time  I  was  in  Burnley  I  hope,  and  believe,  that  I 
succeeded  in  reducing  the  strength  of  this  party. 
The  Burnley  Gazette  said  : — 

"  MR.  HOWES'  LECTURES. 
'  The  lectures  delivered  by  Mr.  Howes  on 
political  subjects  during  the  present  week  have 
been  of  a  highly  interesting  character,  and  ought 
also  to  be  highly  educational ;  for,  much  as  has 
been  done  for  the  general  education  of  the  people, 
and  much  as  has  been  done  for  their  political 
education  and  enlightenment  by  a  Free  Press 
and  unlicensed  printing,  there  is  certainly  an 
amount  of  political  ignorance,  not  only  among 
the  rising  generation,  but  amongst  those  who 
have  had  plenty  of  both  time  and  opportunity 
to  get  knowledge  and  wisdom,  that  is  appalling, 
if  not  dangerous.  We  don't  exonerate  the  Liberal 
party  from  blame  in  this  respect.  Instead  of 
here  and  there  a  man  like  Mr.  Howes  spreading 
light  and  knowledge  upon  the  people,  there  ought 
to  be  hundreds.  In  political  matters  '  darkness 
covers  the  land,  and  gross  darkness  the  minds  of 
the  people,'  and  one  of  the  chief  duties  and  ob- 
jects of  the  Liberal  party  ought  to  be  to  dispel 
that  darkness,  and  lead  the  people  to  a  knowledge 
of  political  history,  without  which  their  political 
enfranchisement  will  be  a  doubtful  boon.  The 
Tories  have  long  traded  on  that  ignorance. 
Would  it  be  possible  for  the  wholesale  mendacity 
of  Tory  papers  to  gain  the  credence  it  does  if 
the  people  knew  the  simple  facts  of  their  own 
political  history  ?  How  often  are  they  told  that 
the  Tories  have  done  more  for  the  people,  es- 
pecially for  the  working  classes,  than  the  Liberals  ? 
That  they  passed  the  Ten-Hours'  Bill ;  that  they 
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repealed  the  Corn  Laws ;  that  they  gave  us 
Household  Suffrage.  Such  statements  are  simply 
lies,  which  any  man  with  only  a  little  know- 
ledge of  the  history  of  the  past  fifty  or  sixty 
years,  knows  to  be  lies.  Mr.  Howes  is  doing  a 
great  service  to  the  cause  of  truth  by  exposing 
these  falsehoods,  and  telling  the  people  some- 
thing of  the  real  truth  that  every  reader  of  the 
history  of  his  own  country  knows,  or  ought  to 
know. 

"  But  not  only  do  the  Tories  trade  upon  this 
popular  ignorance.  There  is  a  class  of  crude  in- 
tellectual dreamers — men  with  more  heart  than 
brain — who,  because  they  have  just  discovered 
what  an  awful  amount  of  wrong  and  misery 
there  is  in  the  world,  think  it  ought  to  be  reme- 
died at  once — and  so  it  ought,  if  it  were  possible. 
The  only  way  that  has  yet  been  discovered  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  masses  of  the 
people  is  by  giving  them  political  knowledge, 
freedom  and  power,  and  educating  them  in  the 
wise  use  of  their  power.  But  '  knowledge  comes 
and  wisdom  lingers/  and  the  wisdom  of  united 
effort  seems  to  come  last  of  all.  Vast  numbers 
use  the  franchise  the  Liberals  have  fought  for 
and  won  by  slow  and  painful  efforts,  to  vote  for 
the  party  whose  whole  past  history  is  the  history 
of  desperate  opposition  to  every  demand  made 
for  their  emancipation  from  the  inherited  wrongs 
and  abuses  from  which  they  suffer.  Others,  just 
awakening  to  political  life  from  the  sleep  of  ages, 
think  it  would  be  easy  to  remedy  the  evils  of  the 
social  state  by  taking  society  to  pieces,  and 
building  it  all  up  again  from  the  foundations. 

"They  don't  see  that  it  would  be  a  terribly 
difficult  and  slow  process  to  get  society  to  consent 
to  this.  There  are  some,  however,  and  we  hope 
these  are  an  increasing  number,  who  read  history, 
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and  think  they  see  there  a  power  working  slowly 
and  surely  for  the  people — a  power  which  is  ever 
growing  with  the  growth  of  intelligence  in  the 
people  ;  and  they  have  faith  that  by  united  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  people  that  power  will  yet 
work  more  effectually,  and  that  in  that  power 
lies  the  only  hope  of  salvation  for  the  people. 

"  But  this  can  only  be  accomplished  by  unity 
among  the  people,  and  of  all  who  have  the  interest 
of  the  democracy  at  heart.  For  the  attainment 
of  this  unity  amongst  democrats  education  is 
necessary,  and  we  have,  in  Mr.  Howes,  an  example 
of  the  sort  of  man  that  is  wanted  to  teach  the 
youth  of  the  nation  the  political  wisdom  that 
their  fathers  had  to  learn  by  the  terrible  suffering 
they  had  to  endure  under  Tory  Governments. 

"  We  have  given  somewhat  lengthy  reports  of 
the  lectures  delivered  this  week  in  Burnley  by 
Mr.  Howes,  and  sincerely  hope  they  will  be 
widely  read  and  taken  to  heart  by  the  young 
men  who  have  taken  so  much  interest  in  political 
questions  as  to  induce  them  to  attend  political 
meetings ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  they  will  learn 
in  time  to  listen  quietly  to  Mr.  Howes  and  who- 
soever else  may  be  able  to  teach  them  a  little 
more  than  they  know  at  present." 

The  same  paper  also  contained  the  following 

"  BURNLEY  WOOD  SOCIALISM. 
"  To  the  Editor. 

"  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  a  line  in  your 
paper  ?  I  listened  last  Tuesday  night  to  Mr. 
Howes'  interesting  and  instructive  lecture.  I  am 
as  much  a  Socialist  as  anyone,  and,  for  the  life 
of  me,  I  cannot  understand  how  any  working 
man  could  complain  of  Mr.  Howes'  effort.  Yet 
there  was  at  this  meeting  a  most  miserable  and 
unmanly  opposition — a  rowdy  and  bullying  oppo- 
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sition.  I  was  sick  with  disgust  at  their  conduct. 
I  said  to  myself :  '  These  men  deceive  them- 
selves. They  are  not  legitimate  Socialists,  they 
are  bastard  Socialists — bastard  politicians.'  They 
seemed  to  be  wrecking  their  own  programme— 
if  they  have  anything  definite  before  them.  The 
policy  of  this  band  seems  to  be  :  '  injure  your 
friend,  and  help  the  enemy  !  '  Unless  they  alter 
their  tactics  they  will  never  get  the  help  of  the 
sober,  thinking  workmen.  Progress  cannot  be 
made  by  silly,  frantic  wailing.  We  must  work 
and  educate  our  fellow-workmen,  and  keep  on 
patiently  and  energetically  working  until  it  re- 
sults as  it  will  do — in  the  forming  of  opinion  ripe 
enough  for  reform.  In  the  meantime,  I  think  it 
best  for  all  Socialists  to  work  hard  for  that  party 
nearest  to  their  ideal,  and  try  to  make  that  party 
what  it  ought  to  be.  I  regard  this  as  a  family 
quarrel,  and  unless  peace  is  made  progress  will 
be  hindered.  Hoping  these  words  may  have  the 
effect  of  causing  some  to  consider  the  matter. 

"  Yours  truly, 

"A.    S.  T." 

I  next  lectured  at  Ramsbottom,  when  Mr. 
Neale,  the  Tory  agent,  attended  and  questioned 
me.  This  meeting  led  to  a  challenge,  and  sub- 
sequently to  a  public  debate  between  us.  The 
Ramsbottom  Observer  said  : — 

"  Quite  a  diversion  was  caused  at  the  gather- 
ing of  Liberals  on  Monday  evening,  in  the  Co- 
operative Hall,  where  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  delivered 
a  lecture  on  :  '  What  the  Liberals  had  done  for 
the  Working-classes,  and  why  they  had  not  done 
more.'  At  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture,  Mr. 
Neale,  the  Unionist  organising  agent  for  the 
Heywood  Division,  rose  at  the  rear  of  the  hall, 
and  gave  the  audience  the  benefit  of  his  views 
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on  the  questions  raised  by  Mr.  Howes.  This,  and 
the  lecturer's  reply,  caused  an  amount  .of  good- 
humoured  excitement — and  Mr.  Howes  certainly 
lost  nothing  in  the  exchanges.  Mutual  challenges 
were  thrown  out,  and,  if  a  meeting  of  the  two 
gentlemen  should  be  arranged,  there  are  very 
few  of  Monday's  audience  who  would  willingly 
miss  an  opportunity  of  attending." 

In  April  I  had  a  unique  debate,  for  one  night, 
with  Mr.  J.  R.  Oswald,  of  Birmingham,  at  Rugby. 
The  Tories  insisted  that  a  jury  should  be  em- 
pannelled,  made  up  of  Tories  and  Liberals  in 
equal  numbers.  At  the  end  of  the  debate  the 
jury  had  to  give  their  verdict ;  of  course,  they 
disagreed,  and  there  the  matter  ended. 

In  June  I  again  met  the  Rev.  G.  Bishop,  but 
this  time  he  cut  a  very  sorry  figure.  On  the  28th 
of  this  month  I  lectured  at  Middleton,  in  Lanca- 
shire, on  the  Disestablishment  question.  The 
Tories  had  taken  the  same  hall  for  a  reply-lecture 
by  Mr.  Bishop,  on  the  following  night.  Hearing 
that  the  reverend  gentleman  was  in  the  town, 
my  friends  sent  him  an  invitation  to  attend  my 
meeting  and  question  me,  which  invitation  he 
accepted.  I  shortened  my  address,  as  I  always 
do,  when  I  know  I  have  an  opponent  present, 
and  Mr.  Bishop  questioned  me  as  long  as  he  liked. 
The  audience  enjoyed  it  very  much,  but  the  Tories 
were  evidently  dissatisfied,  for  on  the  following 
night,  when  I  attended  Mr.  Bishop's  meeting,  he 
absolutely  refused  to  be  questioned.  The  Oldham 
Chronicle  described  the  proceedings  as  follows  : — 

"  THE  DISESTABLISHMENT  QUESTION  AT 
MIDDLETON. 

"  MEETING  BROKEN  UP. 

"  Last  night,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Middle- 
ton,  one  of  the  most  excitable,  and,  at  the  same 
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time,  disorderly  meetings  that  have  been 
witnessed  in  the  town  for  many  years  took  place. 
The  room  was  packed  by  a  mixed  audience,  to 
hear  a  reply-lecture  by  the  Rev.  George  Bishop, 
of  Nottingham,  to  an  address  delivered  the  pre- 
vious night  in  the  same  Hall  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Howes,  on  the  '  Church  in  Wales ' — when  Mr. 
Bishop  was  allowed  to  discuss  the  question  fully. 
"  After  speaking  for  upwards  of  an  hour,  the 
chairman  asked  for  questions,  and  Mr.  Howes 
ascended  the  platform,  amid  ringing  cheers  from 
the  audience ;  and  as  soon  as  he  could  get  a 
hearing,  he  proceeded  to  ask  the  lecturer  questions. 
Mr.  Bishop  refused  to  give  an  answer,  and  ex- 
pressed a  desire  that  he  did  not  want  to  enter 
into  debate.  Mr.  Howes  reminded  Mr.  Bishop 
that  he  had  been  allowed  to  choose  his  own 
manner  of  procedure  the  previous  night,  but 
Mr.  Bishop  was  obdurate,  and  would  not,  he 
said,  '  be  catechised  like  a  schoolboy.'  Mr.  Howes 
said  he  intended  to  make  Mr.  Bishop  refute  his 
own  statements,  and  at  this  point  the  greatest 
disorder  took  place.  Mr.  Bishop  again  declared 
that  he  would  not  be  talked  to  like  a  boy,  in  that 
manner.  Mr.  Howes  then  made  a  general  appeal, 
but  could  not  get  his  way,  and  he  left  the  plat- 
form, amid  the  greatest  disorder  from  the  audi- 
ence. Five  minutes  then  ensued,  and  neither  the 
chairman  nor  Mr.  Bishop  could  get  a  hearing. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  audience  rose  on  their 
feet,  waved  their  hats  and  handkerchiefs,  whilst 
the  cheers  were  of  a  deafening  character.  Mr. 
Bishop  ultimately,  in  very  loud  tones,  called  the 
opposition  '  very  silly  fools '  ;  but  he  could  not 
get  any  further  with  his  remarks — the  uproar 
continued  for  many  minutes,  and  the  chairman 
then  declared  the  meeting  at  an  end.  The  audi- 
ence, however,  did  not  quit  the  room,  because  the 
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gentlemen  on  the  platform  did  not  leave  it.  The 
chairman,  afraid  that  the  opposition  might  take 
possession  of  the  platform,  kept  his  position, 
and  the  audience  did  the  same.  The  cheering 
was  continued,  and  the  police  were  sent  for,  and 
gas-lights  were  lowered.  However,  as  the  gentle- 
men kept  on  the  platform  the  audience  refused 
to  go,  and  it  was  not  until  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Bishop,  and  their  attendants  beat  a  retreat  that 
the  audience  cleared." 

In  October  I  was  back  again  in  Burnley,  battling 
with  the  Socialists.  I  had  a  good  round  of  meet- 
ings, and  the  opposition  was  not  so  strong  as 
during  my  previous  visit.  The  Burnley  Gazette 
said  : — 

"  The  Liberal  party  has  now  to  fight  not  only 
against  its  old  enemy,  but  against  a  host  of  new 
enemies,  that  harass  it  from  behind.  Liberals 
have  to  fight  back  to  back,  and  while  one  is  deal- 
ing blows  at  the  ancient  enemy,  another  has  to 
drive  back  the  pestering  host  of  assailants  that 
attack  it  from  the  rear.  It  is  not  everybody  that 
can  tackle  two  antagonists  at  once.  Mr.  Howes, 
however,  is  a  fighter  of  that  sort,  and  is  not 
afraid  of  the  odds,  but  can  deal  his  blows  with 
telling  effect  in  front  and  rear  alike.  He  says, 
with  Rhoderick  Dhu  : — 

"  '  Come  one,  come  all,  this  rock  shall  fly 
From  its  firm  base  as  soon  as  I.' 

"It  is  an  easy  task  for  him  to  defend  Liberalism 
from  the  attacks  of  its  Tory  assailants,  and  it  is 
an  easy  task  for  him  to  defend  it  against  the 
so-called  Socialists.  Mr.  Howes  has  a  supreme 
contempt  for  these  dreamers,  but  not  for  practi- 
cal and  reasonable  Socialism.  He  does  not  believe 
in  continuing  the  known  terrible  evils  from  which 
the  labouring  classes  suffer.  He  knows  the  miser- 

303 


TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS'  FIGHT  WITH  THE  TORIES. 

able  conditions  of  life  of  the  agricultural  labourers, 
and  he  tells  us,  that  so  long  as  the  territorial 
class,  and  its  hangers-on,  and  allies  retain  the 
power  they  do,  the  remedy  for  this  state  of  things 
will  necessarily  be  a  slow  one.  Hence,  he  preaches 
a  thorough  reform  of  the  Land  Laws,  and  the 
abolition  of  the  House  of  Lords,  as  the  first  steps 
to  the  emancipation  of  the  agricultural  labourers. 
The  serfs  of  landlordism  may  have  a  long  time 
to  wait  for  these  remedies,  but  how  long  will  the 
downtrodden  labourers  and  the  oppressed  Irish 
tenants  have  to  wait  if  their  salvation  is  only 
to  come  when  the  Socialists  have  abolished 
capital,  and  reconstructed  society  generally  ?  " 

At  one  of  these  meetings  a  Socialist  asked  me 
if  I  was  not  aware  that  there  were  "  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  of  people  for  whom  there 
was  no  work." 

I  answered,  "  No  ;  I  am  not  aware  of  it  "  ; 
when  someone  called  out :  "  Ah,  and  another 
three-quarters  of  a  million  that  don't  want  work  !  " 
This  tickled  the  audience  immensely. 

In  December  I  lectured  in  Walsall,  when  Mr. 
Banks,  the  local  Tory  agent,  attended  and  ques- 
tioned me.  A  public  debate  was  afterwards 
arranged  with  him,  but  of  this  my  readers  will 
have  an  account  further  on. 

The  unreasonable  attitude  of  the  Burnley 
Socialists  always  reminded  me  of  a  very  popular 
song,  which  was  being  sung  generally  about  this 
time,  the  chorus  of  which  was  : — • 

"  Give  him  the  uioon  to  play  with, 

Give  him  the  stars  as  well ; 
Give  him  the  earth,  what  he  is  worth 

None  but  his  mammie  can  tell. 
Give  him  the  moon  to  play  with, 
For  he  is  the  household  king ; 
Send  up  a  kite,  on  a  starry  night, 

And  pull  down  the  moon  with  the  string." 
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DEBATE  WITH  MR.  BANKS  AT  WALSALL— FORGED 
TICKETS — DEBATE  WITH  MR.  NEALE  AT  RAMS- 
BOTTOM — DEBATE  WITH  MR.  LEONARD  HALL 
AT  ROCHDALE — STARTLING  EXPOSURE. 

1895.  IN  January  of  this  year  I  visited  Great 
Harwood,  Lancashire.  I  had  previously  lectured 
there  on  the  "  House  of  Lords/'  and  the  Tories 
had  brought  a  Mr.  T.  Fielding,  of  Manchester,  to 
reply  to  me.  I  therefore  returned  to  review  his 
speech.  He  was  invited  to  be  present  at  my 
meeting,  but  did  not  attend.  The  Harwood 
Observer  said  : — 

'  The  reply  of  Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  delivered  in 
the  British  School,  Harwood,  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, to  the  speech  recently  delivered  in  the 
National  School,  on  the  '  House  of  Lords,'  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Fielding,  of  Manchester,  was  a 
decided  success.  Mr.  Howes  was  in  his  best 
fighting  form,  and  demolished,  v/ith  the  greatest 
ease,  the  absurd  claims  put  forward  by  the  Man- 
chester gentleman  on  behalf  of  the  occupants  of 
the  gilded  chamber.  The  large  audience  listened 
with  the  closest  attention  to  the  arguments  of 
Mr.  Howes,  and  roared  with  laughter,  or  loudly 
applauded,  as  point  after  point  of  Mr.  Fielding's 
speech  was  riddled  with  the  speaker's  logic  and 
the  facts  of  history.  Mr.  Fielding  claimed,  among 
many  other  things,  '  that  all  the  great  Acts  of 
modern  times — Acts  such  as  the  Petition  of 
Rights,  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  were  owing  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
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were  passed  on  the  initiative  of  the  House  of 
Lords.'  Mr.  Howes  was  very  happy  in  replying 
to  these  absurd  statements,  and  showed  most 
conclusively,  from  eminent  Tory  historians,  that 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  not  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  must  the  credit  be  given  for  initiating 
each  of  these  great  measures. 

"  Mr.  Fielding  displayed  a  wise  discretion  in 
declining  to  meet  Mr.  Howes  for  a  two-nights' 
debate  on  the  points  at  issue,  and  when  the  time 
for  asking  questions  arrived,  the  Conservatives 
present  maintained  a  discreet  silence.  The 
Liberals  went  away  delighted." 

In  March  the  two-nights'  debate  between  Mr. 
Banks  and  I  took  place  at  Walsall.  The  subject 
was  :  "  That  no  previous  Tory  administration 
has  done  so  much  for  the  working  classes  as  the 
present  Liberal  Government." 

This  debate  caused  unbounded  interest  in  the 
town.  There  were  crowded  audiences,  and  great 
enthusiasm..  The  local  papers  gave  very  full 
reports  and  abundant  criticism.  The  Walsall 
Free  Press  said  :— 

"  POLITICAL  DEBATE. 

'  We  had  intended  dealing  with  the  debate 
which  took  place  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
last  between  Messrs.  Howes  and  Banks,  as  rep- 
resenting the  two  political  associations  of  the 
town,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  voluminous 
report  of  the  debate  itself,  which  we  have  deemed 
it  prudent  to  give,  space  prevents  our  doing  so. 
Reference  to  our  exhaustive  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, which  appears  on  pages  2  and  3,  will 
be  very  encouraging  to  our  Liberal  readers.  We 
cannot,  however,  refrain  from  expressing  our 
sorrow  that  the  arrangement  arrived  at  between 
the  two  parties  as  to  the  issue  of  the  tickets  of 
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admission,  appears  to  have  been  violated.  Ru- 
mour states  that  a  large  number  of  forged  tickets 
were  issued,  and  that  all  such  tickets  taken  at 
the  door  bear  the  stamp  of  '  The  Walsall  Con- 
servative Association.'  This  is  a  grave  matter, 
and  demands  instant  and  thorough  investigation. 
Next  week  we  hope  to  publish  full  information 
on  the  subject." 

"  The  scene  at  the  closing  of  the  debate  was  a 
memorable  one  indeed.  Never  has  Mr.  Howes 
been  accorded  a  more  enthusiastic  ovation,  and 
his  latest  work  for  the  Liberal  party  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten." — Walsall  Express. 

"  THE  GREAT  POLITICAL  DEBATE. 

"  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  issued  three 
editions  of  Saturday's  Free  Press,  containing 
what  has  been  universally  acknowledged  to  be 
the  most  complete  record  of  the  debate,  we  have 
been  unable  to  comply  with  all  the  applications 
for  copies  of  our  last  issue.  We  have,  therefore, 
great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  we  have  re- 
produced the  report  in  pamphlet  form.  The 
introduction  to  the  pamphlet  reads  as  follows  : — 

"  '  A  MONUMENT  OF  PROOF. 

"  '  A  MONUMENT  OF  PROOF  TOWERS  IN  MAJESTIC 
GRANDEUR  OVER  THE  MOLE-HILL  OF  ASSERTION. 

"  '  I  contend  that  I  have  built  up  a  monument 
of  proof.  On  the  one  hand,  you  have  the  moun- 
tain ;  on  the  other,  the  mole-hill.  (Laughter.) 
Let  each  take  which  he  thinks  best.  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  to  leave  the  case  where  it  stands. 
I  speak  as  unto  wise  men ;  judge  ye  of  what  I 
say.' "  (Loud  and  long-continued  applause.) — 
Peroration  of  Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  Wednesday, 
February  27th,  1895. 

"  This  extract  from  the  concluding  speech  of 
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the  Liberal  exponent  effectually  summarises  the 
political  debate.  Mr.  Howes  gave  chapter  and 
verse  for  everything  he  advanced.  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment were  not  only  quoted,  but  the  chapter  and 
section,  proving  them  to  be  of  direct  benefit  to 
the  working  classes,  were  in  every  case  given. 
Not  so  his  opponent ;  for  Mr.  Banks,  while 
claiming  that  a  large  number  of  Acts  which  he 
quoted  were  of  benefit  to  the  worker,  did  not 
think  it  worth  his  while,  save  in  a  few  insignifi- 
cant cases,  to  attempt  to  prove  his  contention, 
by  referring  to  the  clauses  of  the  Act  upon  which 
he  based  his  claims.  He,  on  the  other  hand, 
relied  on  quantity,  rather  than  on  the  quality  of 
the  measures,  appearing  to  forget  the  terms  of 
the  debate.  These  were  :  not  which  of  the  two 
great  parties  had  passed  the  greatest  number  of 
Acts  of  Parliament  bearing  some  remote  benefit 
to  the  working  classes,  but  which  administration 
had  done  the  most  to  benefit  that  section  of  the 
community.  As  Mr.  Howes  pointed  out  :  if 
assertion  took  the  place  of  proof,  then  Mr.  Banks 
won ;  but  if  proof  were  worthier  than 
assertion,  then  the  case  was  his.  Therein  lies  the 
crux  of  the  whole  position ;  for  to  debate  is  not 
merely  to  assert,  but  to  reason  and  to  examine 
the  different  arguments  adduced.  This,  Mr. 
Banks  did  not  attempt  to  do.  He  did  not,  on  a 
single  occasion,  admit  any  claim  which  his  oppo- 
nent made ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Howes 
conceded  points  to  his  opponent,  and  more  than 
once  demanded  to  know  against  which  of  the 
Liberal  measures  such  concessions  should  be 
bracketed — but  always  without  reply.  In  this 
respect  the  Tory  speaker's  silence  was  far  more 
eloquent  than  the  assertions  which  were  so  freely 
adduced  in  his  speeches  by  the  words  :  '  I 
venture  to  think.'  The  audience  thirsted  for 
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proof,  and  not  for  the  thought  of  the  speaker ; 
and  as  Mr.  Howes  gave  them  copious  supplies 
of  this,  it  is  little  wonder  that  he  carried  the  vast 
audiences  with  him." — Walsall  Free  Press. 

The  following  week  the  Free  Press  had  a  long 
article  on  the  question  of  the  forged  tickets,  in 
which  they  said  : — 

"  We  know  that  Mr.  Renshaw,  acting  for  the 
Liberals,  has  written  to  Mr.  Banks,  suggesting 
that  the  two  political  associations  should  unite 
in  offering  a  substantial  reward  for  the  discovery 
of  the  offender  or  offenders.  So  far  as  we  can 
learn,  however,  this  communication  had  not 
been  replied  to  at  the  time  of  our  going  to  press. 
If  the  Tory  party  should  decline  to  unite  in  an 
attempt  to  bring  home  the  issue  of  the  forged 
tickets  to  the  guilty  party,  then  the  Liberals 
themselves  will  offer  a  reward,  and  do  all  that  is 
necessary  to  discover  the  originator  of  the  fraud." 

Unfortunately,  nothing  more  was  done  in  this 
matter.  Shortly  after  this,  Mr.  Banks  gave  up 
his  appointment  as  Tory  agent,  and  left  the  town. 

The  debate  with  Mr.  Neale  took  place  at  Rams- 
bottom,  in  April.  It  was  two  nights  ;  the  subject 
being  :  "  Has  the  present  Liberal  Government 
done  more  for  the  Working  Classes  than  any 
Conservative  Government  which  has  preceded 
it  ? "  The  Ramsbottom  Observer  commenced  a 
very  full  report  of  the  proceedings  as  follows  : — 

"  The  much-talked-of  debate  between  Mr. 
Joseph  Howes,  a  lecturer  for  the  National  Reform 
Union,  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Neale,  the  Unionist  organi- 
sing agent  for  the  Heywood  Division,  a  lecturer 
to  the  National  Union  of  Conservative  Associa- 
tions, was  entered  upon  on  Thursday  evening,  in 
the  Co-operative  Hall,  Ramsbottom.  For  an 
hour  previous  to  the  time  appointed  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  debate,  it  was  filled  by  an  eager 
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and  greatly  interested  audience,  and  by  the  time 
the  debate  was  commenced  it  was  crowded  to 
excess.  Admission  was  by  ticket,  available  for 
the  two  nights.  Five  hundred  of  these  tickets 
were  given  to  the  agents  of  each  party,  and  by 
them  carefully  distributed.  As  the  day  of  the 
debate  approached,  there  was  a  considerable 
demand  for  the  tickets ;  indeed,  many  who  were 
anxious  to  attend  bought  them  from  those  who 
were  already  in  possession  of  them,  and  were 
willing  to  dispose  of  them  at  increased  prices." 

Shortly  after  this  contest  Mr.  Neale  finished 
his  career  in  this  part  of  the  country.  I  am  told 
he  went  South. 

In  May  I  had  my  first  public  debate  with  a 
representative  Socialist — Mr.  Leonard  Hall,  who 
at  that  time  was  the  Socialist  candidate  for  one 
of  the  Divisions  of  Manchester.  The  debate  took 
place  in  the  Public  Hall,  Rochdale.  It  extended 
over  three  nights.  The  subjects  were,  on  the 
first  night  :  "  What  is  Socialism  ?  "  on  the  second 
night  :  "  How  can  it  be  brought  about  ?  "  and 
on  the  third  night :  "  Would  it  benefit  the  work- 
ing classes  ?  " 

The  debate  was  fully  reported  in  the  local 
papers.  The  following  are  the  comments  : — 

"  Locally,  the  most  interesting  event  of  the 
week  has  been  the  debate  on  Socialism  between 
Mr.  Joseph  Howes  and  Mr.  Leonard  Hall,  the 
Socialist  candidate  for  North-East  Manchester. 
It  took  place  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednes- 
day evenings,  in  the  Public  Hall,  which  was 
crowded  throughout  the  debate  by  an  excited 
and  enthusiastic  audience.  Five  or  six  centuries 
ago  the  duel  would  have  been  fought  out  with 
sword  or  battle-axe,  and  hundreds  of  spectators 
would,  as  now,  have  assembled  to  witness  the 
fray.  Deadly  weapons  in  such  a  feud  are  in  these 
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peaceful  days  under  a  ban,  but  the  tongue  is 
powerful,  and  night  after  night  the  Public  Hall 
resounded  with  the  wordy  blows  of  the  com- 
batants. 

In  the  audience  the  Socialists  seemed  to  be  the 
most  numerous ;  they  certainly  made  the  greater 
noise.  Mr.  Hall  stated  his  case  with  a  cock- 
sureness  which  showed  that  he  was  not  going  to 
be  converted  from  the  error  of  his  ways.  Mr. 
Howes  was  equally  dogmatic.  It  was  scarcely 
to  be  expected  that  the  latter  should  be  as 
familiar  with  the  facts  of  the  Socialist  movements 
as  Mr.  Hall,  who  has  been  almost  exclusively 
engaged  in  it  for  several  years,  but  he  agreeably 
surprised  his  Liberal  friends  by  his  thorough 
grip  of  the  question  at  issue,  his  easy  familiarity 
with  all  the  details  of  the  controversy,  and  the 
remarkable  adroitness  with  which  he  riddled  his 
adversary's  case. 

Mr.  Howes'  argument,  as  to  the  impossibility 
of  the  organisation  of  industry  on  Socialist  lines, 
in  the  present  state  of  human  nature,  was  finely 
done.  So  was  his  reply  to  Mr.  Hall's  foolish 
assertion  that  Liberal  policy  meant  perpetual 
povertyc  But  the  part  of  the  debate  which 
aroused  most  feeling  in  the  audience,  and  on  the 
platform,  was  that  in  which,  on  Wednesday 
night,  Mr.  Howes  quoted  Socialist  against  Socialist, 
to  show  that  some  of  the  best-known  leaders  of 
the  movement  are  self-seeking  persons,  who  have 
done  nothing  to  earn  public  confidence,  and  much 
to  show  that  they  don't  deserve  it.  One  section 
of  the  audience  roared  with  laughter,  and  the 
other  cried  aloud  with  rage  as  he  showed  how 
vigorously  some  of  the  Socialist  leaders  can 
abuse  each  other  when  they  tire  of  '  slanging ' 
the  Liberals." — Rochdale  Observer. 

Some  observations  which  I   made  during  the 
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debate,  concerning  Mr.  Hall,  were  referred  to  by 
the  Rochdale  Observer  as  follows  : — 

"  The  personal  charge  which  Mr.  Howes 
desired  to  bring  against  Mr.  Hall  was  ruled  out 
of  court  by  the  chairman.  However,  its  purport 
was  made  plain,  and  as  Mr.  Hall  challenged  his 
opponent  to  prove  the  allegations  outside  the 
debate,  he  is  not  likely  to  object  to  the  question 
being  discussed.  Mr.  Howes  alleges,  then,  that 
Mr.  Hall,  being  a  man  of  influence  among  the 
Socialists,  approached  the  proprietor  of  a  non- 
political  newspaper,  and  offered  that  if  the  paper 
were  made  a  Tory  organ  he  would  abandon  the 
Independent  Labour  Party,  and  transfer  his 
services  from  it  to  the  Tory  paper.  Mr.  Howes 
asserts  that  this  is  true.  Mr.  Hall  says  most  em- 
phatically that  it  is  false.  For  the  credit  of  both, 
the  question  cannot  be  left  thus.  Such  a  state- 
ment ought  not  to  be  made  without  the  amplest 
proof,  for  it  is  a  charge  of  treachery  and  deceit 
which  might  ruin  a  man's  political  career. 

"  Since  writing  the  above  notes  I  have  seen  a 
letter — printed  in  another  column  of  to-day's 
paper — in  which  Mr.  Howes  shows  on  what 
ground  he  made  the  charge  against  his  opponent. 
Mr.  Hall  will  doubtless  make  reply  in  due  course, 
and  until  he  has  done  so  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  comment  on  the  case." 

The  following  is  the  letter  to  which  the  above 
refers  : — 

"  MR.  HOWES'  CHARGE  AGAINST  MR.  HALL. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Rochdale  Observer. 

"  Sir, — During  the  recent  debate  on  Socialism 
in  your  town,  when  I  was  proving  that  the 
Socialistic  movement  was  being  run  in  the  Tory 
interest,  I  asserted  that  Mr.  Hall  had  offered  to 
leave  the  movement  he  is  now  connected  with, 
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and  transfer  his  services  to  a  newspapel,  if  the 
editor  would  run  it  on  Tory  lines. 

'The  chairman  of  the  debate  ruled  that  I 
must  not  substantiate  this  charge.  Mr.  Hall  said 
I  could  not.  I  therefore  desire  to  furnish  your 
readers  with  the  proof  of  my  assertion.  The 
following  letter  has  already  appeared  in  the 
Manchester  City  News. 

"  '  Walkden,  Oct.  2oth,  1894. 
"  '  Dear  Mr.  Winks, — In  answer  to  your  re- 
quest, concerning  Mr.  Hall's  connection  with  the 
Echo  newspaper  published  by  me,  I  must  say 
that  any  statement  made  in  this  letter  must  not 
be  used  against  Mr.  Hall  personally.  Further, 
I  charge  you  not  to  use  it  in  any  way,  except  in 
the  true  interest  of  the  Labour  movement.  The 
paper  was  published  by  me  throughout  the 
Eccles  Division  as  a  non-party  organ.  Contributed 
articles  were  published  by  arrangement  with 
Socialist  and  Labour  writers,  but  its  leading 
columns  were  colourless  as  regards  politics. 
After  negotiations,  which  took  place  some  time 
near  Christmas,  1892,  Mr.  Hall  had  an  interview 
with  me,  at  which  he  urged  me  to  run  the  paper 
as  a  Tory  organ,  and  offered  his  services  for  about 
355.  or  £2  per  week  as  leader-writer  and  chief 
reporter.  He  stated  that  the  working  men's 
movement  with  which  he  was  identified  was 
premature ;  that  present  efforts  on  behalf  of 
Labour  were  useless,  and  he  had  decided  to  take 
no  further  part  in  them.  The  people,  he  said, 
were  not  ready  to  adopt  his  views,  and  it  would 
be  a  hopeless  struggle  for  many  years,  and  he 
had  given  it  up.  He  was  as  much  a  Tory  as  a 
Liberal,  and  wanted  to  conduct  the  Echo  as  a 
Conservative  party  newspaper. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  '  F.  H.  BOOTH.' 
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"  Following  this,  Mr.  Hall  wrote  a  long  letter 
to  the  City  News,  replying  to  many  charges 
brought  against  him  by  some  of  the  Manchester 
Socialists.  Referring  to  the  newspaper  incident, 
Mr.  Hall  said  :  '  Talking  about  his  paper,  I  also 
said,  that  in  view  of  the  already  established 
Liberal  journal  in  that  district,  any  fresh  local 
paper,  unless  it. gave  equal  attention  to  reporting 
the  doings  of  the  Tories  that  it  gave  to  the 
Liberals,  would  not  succeed.'  Asked  by  him 
whether  as  a  business  speculation  I  thought  a 
Tory  paper  would  pay  in  that  locality,  I  replied 
that  in  my  opinion  it  would.  (I  may  add  here 
that  I  have  no  doubt  a  Tory  local  paper  -would 
pay  in  that  district.) 

"  Mr.  Booth  then  published  the  following  : — 

"  '  MR.  HALL  AND  NORTH-EAST  MANCHESTER. 
"  '  To  the  Editor  of  the  Manchester  City  News. 

"  '  Sir, — I  have  read  Mr.  Hall's  letter  in  your 
last  issue.  The  greater  part  does  not  concern  me. 
With  the  other  part,  which  does,  I  would  at 
this  juncture  merely  content  myself  with  saying 
that  certain  statements  (especially  those  which 
refer  to  the  terms  of  his  engagement  at  a  weekly 
salary)  are  flagrantly  incorrect.  On  the  face  of 
it,  he  admits  that  his  memory  is  faulty.  Surely 
he  is  not  the  man  to  challenge  my  statements 
of  the  correctness  of  which  I  entertain  no  doubt 
whatever.  For  the  rest,  I  repeat  what  has  already 
been  made  public — namely,  that  he  was  prepared 
to  undertake  the  editorship  of  the  Echo  ;  that  he 
was  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  run  as  a  Tory 
newspaper ;  and  that  he  referred  to  the  Labour 
movement  as  premature  and  hopeless. 

"  '  F.  H.  BOOTH.' 
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"  I  think  I  have  now  proved  that  I  was  justified 
in  making  the  statement  I  did  on  this  matter. 

"  Yours, 

"J.  HOWES." 

After  this,  Mr.  Hall  withdrew  from  his  candi- 
dature in  Manchester,  and  soon  after  left  the 
city. 
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THE  GENERAL  ELECTION,  1895 — DEBATE  WITH  MR. 
QUELCH  AT  READING — BYE-ELECTION — CREWE 
AND  THE  "  TURKS." 

THE  General  Election  of  July,  1895,  found  me  in 
Brecknockshire,  assisting  Mr.  C.  Morley.  We 
had  a  good  victory,  Mr.  Morley  being  returned 
by  a  majority  of  963.  But  this  Election  resulted 
in  the  defeat  of  the  Liberal  party ;  and  after  the 
contest  there  was  tEe  usual  newspaper  controversy 
concerning  the  causes  of  defeat,  and  suggestions 
as  to  the  future.  To  this  controversy,  I  contri- 
buted the  three  following  letters  : — 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  News. 

"  Sir, — I  have  noticed  with  great  interest  the 
letters  which  have  recently  appeared  in  your 
paper  on  the  causes  of  the  Liberal  defeat  at  the 
General  Election.  As  I  have  devoted  the  greater 
part  of  my  life  to  the  work  of  Liberal  propaganda 
and  organisation,  and  as  I  am  continually  travel- 
ling through  the  various  constituencies,  I  think 
I  am  in  a  position  to  give  an  opinion  on  this 
subject.  Unfortunately,  the  Liberal  party  never 
fight  in  the  constituencies  when  they  are  in 
office.  As  soon  as  they  have  sustained  defeat, 
they  pull  themselves  together,  work  well,  and 
bring  about  victory.  But  victory  demoralises 
them  ;  they  then  lapse  into  a  state  of  apathy, 
and  very  little  is  done  until  the  next  defeat. 
We  never  had  a  better  Government  than  the 
last  one ;  we  never  had  a  better  case ;  but  the 
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whole  thing  was  allowed  to  go  by  default.  I  can 
confidently  assert  that  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  the  Liberal  party  was  never  in  a  worse 
state  of  organisation  all  over  the  country,  and 
the  educational  work  was  almost  entirely  aban- 
doned. Liberalism  can  only  exist  by  continued 
education  and  organisation.  Toryism  can  exist 
without  either  of  these.  Hence,  the  Liberal  work 
must  be  kept  up  from  January  until  December, 
if  our  principles  are  to  prevail. 

"  Yours,  etc., 

"J.  HOWES." 

'  To  the  Editor  of  the  Manchester  Guardian. 

"  Sir, — I  have  noticed  in  the  papers  recently, 
a  proposal  to  hold  a  conference  of  the  Liberal 
party  in  London.  If  it  is  intended  to  be  a  real 
conference  it  will  be  of  great  use  to  the  party. 
It  is  many  years  since  a  conference  of  the  Liberal 
party  has  taken  place.  We  have  been  invited 
annually  to  the  meetings  of  the  National  Liberal 
Federation,  to  hear  speeches  delivered  by  Liberal 
leaders,  which,  of  course,  were  very  interesting, 
but  these  gatherings  were  not  conferences.  What 
is  really  wanted  is  a  series  of  conferences  through- 
out the  country,  say,  one  in  London,  Birmingham, 
Manchester,  Leeds,  and  Newcastle,  each  to  occupy 
one  or  two  days,  so  as  to  enable  the  representa- 
tives of  the  surrounding  Liberal  organisations  to 
meet  and  confer  together.  In  this  way  a  mass  of 
information  could  be  collected,  which  I  am  sure 
would  be  of  great  use  to  the  party. 

"  Yours,  etc., 

"J.  HOWES." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Manchester  Guardian. 
"  Sir, — I   quite   agree   with   the   writer   of   the 
letter  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Saturday 
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last,  signed  '  A  Candidate.'  Supposing  the  present 
Government  were  to  remain  in  office  for  the  next 
five  years,  there  are  many  constituencies  where 
the  three  branches  of  work — organisation,  edu- 
cation, and  registration — have  been  so  neglected 
that  five  years  would  not  be  too  much  time  to 
bring  them  into  a  condition  favourable  to  the 
return  of  a  Liberal  member.  The  tendency  on 
our  side  of  late  has  been  to  leave  this  work  undone, 
until  just  before  the  election,  and  then  it  is  all 
hurry  and  rush ;  nearly  all  the  constituencies 
are  asking  for  help  at  the  same  time ;  there  is  a 
lavish  expenditure  of  money,  then  it  is  too  late 
to  do  good  with  it,  and  the  result  is — defeat. 
If  the  money  frequently  wasted  at  election  times 
was  spread  over  the  periods  between  the  elections, 
the  necessary  work  might  be  done.  The  leaders 
of  the  party,  both  at  headquarters  and  in  the 
various  districts,  must  keep  more  in  touch  with 
the  rank  and  file  all  the  year  round.  Where  there 
are  Liberal  clubs  the  absurd  distinction  of  first 
and  second  class  billiard  rooms  must  be  abolished. 
I  am  glad  to  say  this  only  exists  in  a  few  clubs  on 
our  side,  but  it  ought  not  to  be  found  in  any. 
It  is  quite  in  its  place  in  Tory  clubs,  because  the 
Tory  party  have  always  struggled  for  the  main- 
tenance of  class  distinctions,  but  it  is  an  anomaly 
in  a  Liberal  institution.  I  believe  we  are  all  born 
Tories ;  whether  we  become  Liberals  or  not 
depends  upon  the  development  of  our  intellects, 
under  a  proper  system  of  education,  whereby  we 
must  be  taught  to  sympathise  with  suffering 
humanity,  to  claim  no  liberties  for  ourselves  that 
we  are  not  prepared  to  grant  to  others,  and  to  try 
to  bring  about  legislation  which,  as  Mr.  Gladstone 
once  said  :  '  Shall  make  it  easy  to  do  right,  and 
difficult  to  do  wrong.'  To  bring  this  about,  re- 
formers must  be  always  at  work.  Liberalism,  to 
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be  healthy,  must  be  aggressive ;  it  must  be  ever 
battling  against  privilege  and  monopoly,  in  order 
to  uphold  popular  rights.  Spasmodic  efforts 
just  before  an  election  will  not  avail ;  it  must  be 
plodding,  persistent,  and  continuous  work  all 
the  year  round,  and  if  we  are  not  prepared  to 
do  this  we  may  as  well  hand  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  nation's  affairs  to  our  opponents  at 
once. 

"  Hoping  that  the  rallying  of  the  Liberal  forces 
will  commence  quickly. — I  am,  yours,  etc., 

"J.  HOWES." 

In  November  of  this  year  I  again  came  across 
Mr.  Neale,  the  gentleman  with  whom  I  had 
previously  debated  at  Ramsbottom,  in  Lanca- 
shire. This  time  I  met  him  at  King's  Lynn,  in 
Norfolk,  and  I  had  a  one-night's  debate  with  him 
on  the  subject  of  "  Registration  Reform."  On 
the  following  evening  I  lectured  at  the  Liberal 
club,  in  the  same  town,  on  the  "  Education 
Question." 

v  1896.  In  February  of  this  year  I  had  another 
three-nights'  debate  on  Socialism,  this  time  with 
Mr.  Quelch,  editor  of  Justice.  These  meetings 
took  place  in  the  Reading  Town  Hall,  which  was 
filled  each  night.  A  charge  was  made  for  ad- 
mission, and  the  entire  proceeds  were  devoted 
to  the  feeding  of  the  poor  school  children  of  the 
town.  The  Reading  Observer  (neutral)  said  : — 

"  We  have  this  week  devoted  a  considerable 
space  to  the  report  of  the  discussions,  which,  for 
three  nights,  have  taken  place  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Reading,  on  the  subject  of  '  Socialism  :  What  it 
is  ;  How  can  it  be  brought  about  ?  and  Would 
it  'Benefit  the  Workers  ?  '  The  disputants  were 
Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  a  well-known  Liberal  and 
political  lecturer,  and  Mr.  Henry  Quelch,  a  rep- 
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resent ative  of  the  Social  Democratic  Federation. 
We  are  pleased  to  note  that  a  very  thoughtful 
hearing  was  given  to  both  sides.  The  rowdy 
scenes  which  have  sometimes  been  witnessed 
were  happily  absent  this  week,  and  if  conviction 
does  not  follow,  it  is  not  because  a  quiet  hearing 
was  not  afforded  to  the  speakers.  There  are  just 
one  or  two  points  to  which  we  should  like  to 
refer.  The  first  is  the  evident  conclusion  that 
Socialism,  as  maintained  by  Mr.  Quelch,  is 
nothing  but  Communism  under  another  name. 
It  is  quite  true  that  because  an  institution  is  vener- 
able it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  it  may 
not  require  adapting  to  varying  conditions  ;  but 
we  can  never  believe  that  any  permanent  public 
good  could  result  from  the  violent  uprooting  of 
systems  which  have  existed  for  centuries,  and 
which  are  incorporated  in  the  very  life  of  the  race. 
The  proposal  to  establish  a  system  of  Social  life 
which  shall  prove  superior  to  that  which  is  built 
upon  Christianity  is  a  monstrous  delusion.  Mr. 
Howes  quoted  a  passage  from  a  letter  which  was 
published  in  a  Socialist  journal  on  this  point, 
which  cannot  be  too  severely  condemned.  He 
rightly  characterised  it  as  a  libel  on  the  noblest 
and  the  best  of  our  race,  who  have  devoted  time, 
labour,  even  life  itself,  to  the  carrying  out  of  the 
great  principles  of  human  brotherhood,  which 
are  nowhere  so  widely  commended  to  public 
acceptance  as  in  the  Bible — which  the  Socialists 
appear  to  wish  altogether  to  abolish.  It  is  a 
striking  fact,  that  the  advocates  of  Socialism  are, 
almost  to  a  man,  bitter  opponents  of  Christianity 
in  any  form." 

Mr.  Quelch's  paper,  Justice,  said  : — 
"  Of  this  I   am  satisfied,  that  the    cause    of 
Socialism  in  Reading  has  been  benefited  to  an 
extent  gratifying  to  us  all." 

320 


BYE-ELECTION. 

Shortly  after  the  debate  I  received  the  follow- 
ing letter  : — 

"  Reading  Liberal  Association, 

"  Offices,  26,  Broad  Street, 

"  February  loth,  1896. 

"  Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  Liberals  at  Read- 
ing, on  Thursday,  6th  instant,  the  following 
resolution  was  passed  unanimously  :  '  That  the 
best  thanks  of  this  meeting  of  Reading  Liberals 
be  given  to  Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  for  the  very  able 
way  in  which  he  debated  Socialism  with  Mr. 
H.  Quelch;  also  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  Mr. 
Howes  has  done  great  good  to  the  Liberal  cause 
in  Reading.' 

"  I  am,  yours  truly, 
"A.  E.  HECKMOTT,  Secretary. 

A  little  later,  a  Parliamentary  election  took 
place  in  Reading,  when  the  Liberal  candidate 
was  returned,  beating  both  the  Tory  and  the 
Socialist  candidates  in  the  field  against  him. 

My  next  important  public  work  was  the  taking 
part  in  a  vigorous  campaign  against  the  first 
Education  Bill  of  the  Tory  Government.  I  ad- 
dressed meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
and  sent  resolutions  against  this  Bill  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  until  the  measure  was  withdrawn. 
I  only  wish  the  Liberals  had  had  the  courage  to 
fight  the  second  Bill  as  they  did  the  first,  as  I 
feel  sure  we  could  have  defeated  it. 

1897.  Once  more  I  returned  to  Burnley,  to 
have  another  "  dust "  with  the  Socialists  in  that 
town.  One  of  the  meetings  was  very  noisy.  The 
Burnley  Gazette  said  : — 

"  The  meeting  in  Burnley  Wood,  at  which  Mr. 
Joseph  Howes  lectured,  was  marked  by  a  spirit 
of  rowdyism  on  the  part  of  a  number  of  youths, 
who  had  evidently  gone  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
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disturbing  the  meeting.  Mr.  Howes  gave  a  capital 
lecture,  and  we  have  no  doubt  he  will  have  en- 
thusiastic audiences  at  Gannow  and  Lowerhouse, 
to-night  and  to-morrow." 

The  remainder  of  the  meetings  in  Burnley  were 
extremely  good. 

My  next  work  was  to  take  part  in  the  Romford 
and  Walthamstow  elections.  I  was  engaged  for 
another  visit  to  the  Lancaster  Division  at  the 
same  time,  and  I  had  some  difficulty  to  get  liber- 
ated. The  Lancaster  friends  had  already  taken 
the  Palatine  Hall,  and  therefore  my  absence 
would  cause  some  inconvenience. 

The  Lancaster  Times  said  : — 

"  It  would  be  a  great  disappointment  to  many 
a  hundred  of  our  people  that  our  old  friend,  Mr. 
Joseph  Howes,  was  not  able  to  give  his  announced 
address  in  the  Palatine  Hall,  on  Tuesday  night. 
But  he  will  come — and  before  long — and  we  may 
be  pretty  sure  that  he  will  give  the  Tories  some- 
thing to  think  about." 

At  Romford  we  considerably  reduced  the  Tory 
majority,  and  nearly  succeeded  in  capturing  the 
seat ;  but  Walthamstow  was  a  glorious  victory 
for  the  Liberal  party,  and  well  repaid  us  for  our 
efforts. 

In  February  I  was  engaged  in  the  Chertsey 
election,  where  we  had  a  good  fight,  but  we  could 
only  succeed  in  reducing  the  Tory  majority. 

The  Manchester  Guardian  said: — 

"  The  chief  oratorical  triumphs  of  this  election 
have  certainly  been  won  by  Mr.  Joseph  Howes. 
It  is  said  that  in  many  instances  Mr. 
Howes  has  succeeded  in  turning  votes  ;  and  his 
earnest  and  cogent  speeches  will  long  be  remem- 
bered in  the  quiet  villages  into  which  he  has  been 
making  his  energetic  incursions." 
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At  this  bye-election  the  following  amusing 
incident  occurred. 

The  election  agent  was  located  at  the  largest 
town  in  the  constituency.  I  was  organising  and 
addressing  the  meetings  at  one  extremity  in  con- 
junction with  a  sub-agent,  who  was  a  very  pains- 
taking and  conscientious  man,  but  who  had  rather 
aristocratic  notions  concerning  public  meetings. 
He  always  wanted  someone  with  a  title  to  put  on 
the  bills,  and  when  the  time  came  to  arrange  the 
meeting  for  the  little  agricultural  town  in  which 
we  were  both  located,  he  sadly  wanted  an  orna- 
mental name  to  announce.  For  days  he  had 
pestered  the  chief  election  agent  on  this  subject, 
but  had  met  with  no  encouragement.  The  day 
before  the  meeting  he  received  a  telegram  from 
the  head  agent,  which  read  as  follows  :  "  General 
Boster,  arrive  2.30 ;  meet  train." 

I  was  stopping  at  a  temperance  hotel  opposite 
the  committee  rooms.  Upon  receipt  of  the  tele- 
gram the  sub-agent  sent  across  for  me  at  once. 
When  I  entered  his  room  I  found  him  looking 
very  happy,  holding  the  telegram  in  his  hand. 

"  Do  you  know  General  Boster  ?  "  he  asked 
me. 

"  General  Boster,"  I  said,  thinking  the  problem 
over  for  a  moment  or  two.  "  My  military  ac- 
quaintances are  extremely  limited,  and  I  fear  I 
have  very  few  generals  amongst  them,  but  I 
certainly  have  never  heard  of  General  Boster." 

"  Well,"  said  the  sub-agent,  "  I  have  just 
received  a  telegram  from  headquarters  to  say 
that  this  particular  general  will  arrive  at  2.30, 
and  I  am  to  meet  the  train.  Of  course,  he  is  com- 
ing for  the  meeting,  and  we  had  better  have  some 
slips  printed  to  put  over  the  bills,  announcing 
him." 

I  suggested  that  we  had  better  meet  the  General 
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before  going  to  the  printer,  so  as  to  be  sure  of 
our  man,  before  we  publicly  announced  him.  To 
this,  the  sub-agent  agreed. 

-  The  next  problem  was  where  to  find  a  fitting 
vehicle  to  take  to  the  station  to  meet  the  General, 
as  my  aristocratic  sub-agent  could  not  conceive 
of  anything  less  than  a  pair  of  horses  to  meet 
so  exalted  a  personage.  We  applied  at  the  only 
inn  in  the  place,  but  they  were  not  able  to  provide 
what  we  wanted.  They  told  us  that  some  three 
miles  out  of  the  town,  there  was  an  old  inn,  that 
had  been  a  coaching-house  in  its  time,  and  they 
thought  we  might  get  what  we  wanted  there. 
Off  we  started  at  once  on  this  journey.  Arriving 
at  the  inn,  we  found  the  glory  of  other  days  had 
departed.  They  had  an  old  landau,  that  had  not 
been  used  for  a  long  time  and  was  very  dirty  ; 
they  also  had  two  horses,  but  one  was  grey  and 
the  other  brown. 

However,  as  this  was  the  best  we  could  get, 
we  thought  we  had  better  bargain  at  once  for 
what  was  available.  We  found  a  man  willing 
to  undertake  the  washing  and  cleansing  of  the 
vehicle,  and  in  due  time,  this  feat  having  been 
accomplished,  and  the  two  odd  horses  groomed 
and  attached,  we  started  off.  to  the  station,  to 
meet  General  Boster. 

When  the  train  arrived,  we  eagerly  gazed  upon 
each  of  the  few  passengers  who  alighted.  One 
was  an  old  woman,  with  two  market  baskets, 
another  a  clergyman,  and  two  elderly  ladies, 
and  one  or  two  other  agricultural  people,  but 
no  one  at  all  military  in  gait  or  appearance.  It 
was  very  touching  to  see  the  melancholy  expres- 
sion which  overshadowed  the  sub-agent's  coun- 
tenance ;  but  hearing  that  another  train  was  due 
in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  we  decided 
to  wait. 
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Again  we  were  doomed  to  disappointment. 
When  the  second  train  arrived  a  small  number 
of  decidedly  rural  passengers  alighted,  but  no 
one  at  all  that  we  could  associate  with  the  mili- 
tary profession ;  and  as  we  found  out  that  no 
other  train  was  expected  that  day,  we  drove  our 
coach-and-pair  back  again  to  the  inn  from  which 
it  had  been  obtained,  and  returned  to  the  com- 
mittee rooms  in  a  very  despondent  frame  of  mind, 
after  which,  the  sub-agent  wrote  a  melancholy 
letter  to  the  central  committee  rooms,  announcing 
that  the  General  had  not  arrived,  and  asking  for 
an  explanation. 

The  next  morning  a  special  messenger  appeared 
on  a  bicycle,  with  a  letter  from  the  head  agent, 
which  read  as  follows  : — 

"  Dear , — What  is  the  matter  with 

you  ?  Are  you  in  good  health  ?  What  General 
did  you  expect  for  your  meeting  ?  I  know  nothing 
of  this  matter.  I  sent  you  a  telegram  yesterday, 
saying :  '  General  posters  arrive  2.30 ;  meet 
train.  Have  you  got  them  ?  ' 

The  sub-agent's  face  was  a  study  as  he  read 
this  letter.  Gradually  the  truth  dawned  upon 
him.  We  had  taken  a  carriage  and  pair  to  the 
station  to  meet  some  bills  that  were  to  be  posted 
on  the  walls  !  We  remembered  now  that  we  had 
seen  a  paper  parcel  thrown  out  of  the  first  train, 
but  in  our  eagerness  to  recognise  some  military 
hero,  we  had  entirely  overlooked  this  trivial  matter, 
and  the  bills,  which  ought  by  this  time  to  have 
been  upon  the  walls,  were  still  lying  at  the  station. 

Of  course,  an  incident  such  as  this  could  not 
be  kept  secret.  It  very  soon  became  known  to 
the  other  sub-agents ;  and  I  am  told  that  ever 
since  then,  when  my  aristocratic  friend  attends 
at  a  bye-election,  he  is  generally  asked  if  General 
Boster  has  arrived. 
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After  this  election  I  fulfilled  my  engagement 
in  the  Lancaster  Division,  where  I  had  a  very 
good  time,  as  the  following  will  show  : — 

"  A  •  splendid  meeting  was  assembled  in  the 
Palatine  Hall  last  Monday  night  to  hear  again, 
and  see  again,  one  of  the  stoutest  heroes  of 
political  campaigns  in  the  Lancaster  Division — 
Mr.  Joseph  Howes. 

'  There  was  no  doubt  about  the  meeting  being 
a  crowded  one.  There  was  equally  little  doubt 
that  '  Glorious  Joe '  would  be  as  good  as  he  has 
ever  shown  himself  to  be — as  trenchant  in  his 
criticism  of  Toryism,  as  earnest  and  as  eloquent 
in  his  advocacy  of  Liberalism. 

"  The  meeting  gave  Mr.  Howes  a  grand  recep- 
tion. It  was  a  flash  of  '  old  times.'  Moreover, 
the  meeting  was  in  perfect  accord  with  the 
orator,  every  point  which  he  scored  being  cheered 
to  the  echo.  And  the  points  which  Mr.  Howes 
makes  are  not  misty  or  obscure.  They  are  sharp 
and  straight — flung  out  in  the  plainest  of  plain 
English,  and  wedded  strictly  to  facts — not  foolery, 
such  as  we  have  had  latterly  served  out  to  the 
people  from  Tory  platforms  as  '  politics/  ' 

— Lancaster  Times. 

In  April  of  this  year  Mr.  J.  Heath,  M.P.  for 
North-West  Staffordshire,  with  whom  I  had 
never  had  any  controversy,  made  a  speech,  in 
which  he  "  went  for  "  me  pretty  strongly.  There- 
fore I  sent  the  following  letter  to  the  local  papers  : 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Staffordshire  Sentinel. 

"  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  Monday  the 
report  of  a  speech  delivered  at  Stoke  by  Mr. 
James  Heath,  M.P.  I  have  not  the  honour  of  this 
gentleman's  acquaintance.  I  have  never  read 
any  of  his  utterances  that  I  am  aware  of  until 
this  one,  and  I  feel  quite  sure  that  I  have  never 
referred  to  him  personally  at  any  meeting  I  have 
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addressed.  Yet  Mr.  Heath  deemed  it  necessary 
'  to  criticise  some  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Howes.' 

'  Your  report,  unfortunately,  does  not  give 
me  the  benefit  of  his  criticism,  except  the  sen- 
tence :  '  He  did  not  know  who  Mr.  Howes  was, 
but  he  asked  one  gentleman,  who  said  he  was  a 
man  who  went  about  preaching  envy,  hatred, 
and  malice,  and  all  uncharitableness  during  the 
week,  and  attempted  to  preach  Christianity  on 
Sunday.  Besides  that,  he  got  very  well  paid  for 
the  job.'  No  gentleman  could  have  told  Mr.  Heath 
this,  because  it  is  both  coarse  and  untrue.  But, 
as  all  personal  controversy  is  unprofitable,  I  shall 
say  no  more  about  Mr.  Heath's  references  to 
myself,  but  shall  proceed  at  once  to  notice  one 
or  two  inaccurate  statements  he  made  at  that 
meeting.  Speaking  of  the  Government,  Mr. 
Heath  said  they  had  '  carried  out  most  of  the 
pledges  they  gave  to  the  electors.'  The  pledges 
they  gave  at  the  last  Election  were  :  '  Old  Age 
Pensions,  Improved  Dwellings  for  Artisans,  Stop- 
page of  Alien  Immigration,  Stoppage  of  Impor- 
tation of  Prison  Goods,  Temperance  Reform, 
Employers'  Liability,  Peace  and  Security  Abroad.' 

"  Will  Mr.  Heath  tell  your  readers  how  many 
of  these  pledges  have  been  fulfilled  ;  or  will  he 
say  which  of  the  measures  passed  by  this  Tory 
Government  were  promised  at  the  last  election  ? 

"  Referring  to  the  Rating  Bill,  Mr.  Heath 
admits  that  he  '  had  no  idea  they  were  going  to 
bring  in  the  Bill  they  had  passed  last  session.' 
Therefore,  it  is  evident  that  this  was  not  promised 
at  the  last  election,  or  Mr.  Heath  would  have  had 
some  idea  of  it.  But  he  says  the  towns  will  not 
have  to  pay  for  the  relief  under  this  Bill,  as  it 
will  come  out  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer  from 
the  increased  Death  Duties.  If  this  were  true, 
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the  public  would  have  to  thank  Sir.  W.  Harcourt, 
and  not  the  present  Government ;  but  surely 
Mr.  Heath  must  know  that  this  is  not  so.  Can 
he  point  me  to  any  part  of  the  Rating  Act  that 
provides  for  this  money  being  taken  from  the 
Death  Duties  ?  If  not,  why  should  he  endeavour 
to  mislead  his  followers  by  such  a  statement  ? 

"  His  statements  re  the  Education  Question 
are  equally  inaccurate.  But  I  must  not  take  up 
too  much  of  your  space,  and  I  must  notice  his 
reference  to  Foreign  Affairs.  He  says  :  '  Whilst 
the  delicate  negotiations  were  proceeding  between 
the  great  power  of  Europe — Turkey  and  Greece— 
the  Opposition  had  behaved  in  a  way  in  which 
no  previous  Opposition  had  ever  behaved.'  This 
is  quite  true,  but  not  in  the  sense  intended  by 
Mr.  Heath.  He  says  :  '  Their  whole  time  had 
been  spent  in  hampering  and  harassing  the  Gov- 
ernment.'- All  the  country  knows  how  untrue  is 
this  statement.  During  the  whole  period  of  the 
Armenian  massacres  the  Liberal  party  were  ex- 
pressing their  willingness  to  support  Lord  Salis- 
bury if  he  would  only  do  something  to  mitigate 
these  horrors,  and  it  was  only  when  it  became 
apparent  that  the  Government  was  either  power- 
less or  indifferent  that  the  Liberal  party  com- 
menced adverse  action. 

"  Speaking  of  the  Liberals,  Mr.  Heath  asks  : 
'  What  had  they  done  for  Greece  ?  Why  did  they 
not  get  their  hands  in  their  pockets  and  help  to 
pay  the  expenses  to  which  Greece  would  be  put, 
by  reason  of  the  war  ?  ' 

"  The  ignorance  displayed  by  these  questions 
is  deplorable.  Is  not  Mr.  Heath  aware  that  a 
committee  of  leading  Liberals'  has  been  formed 
for  that  very  purpose  ?  One  Liberal  newspaper 
has  collected  £4,000  in  four  days  ;  and  a  number 
of  Liberals  have  volunteered,  and  are  now  at  the 
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scene  of  action,  ready  to  give  their  lives  for  the 
cause  of  Greece  and  Liberty. 

"  If  Mr.  Heath  will  meet  me  in  any  part  of  his 
constituency  to  publicly  debate  this  question  :— 
'  Is    the    Present    Government    worthy    of    the 
Confidence  of  the  People  ?  '  I  am  at  his  disposal. 

"J.  HOWES." 

After  this,  I  heard  no  more  from  Mr.  Heath. 

During  this  month  a  bye-election  was  expected 
at  Crewe.  The  Tory  member  had  resigned,  and 
the  Crewe  Liberals  were  jubilant.  I  sent  the 
following  letter  to  the  Manchester  Guardian  :— 

"  CREWE  AND  THE  TURK. 
'  To  the  Editor  of  the  Manchester  Guardian. 

"  Sir, — The  electors  of  the  Crewe  Division  are 
extremely  fortunate  in  having  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  opinions  on  the  present  crisis. 
Our  Tory  Government  sides  with  the  Turk  ;  the 
people,  I  believe,  sympathise  with  Greece.  Every 
man  who  votes  for  a  Tory  candidate  at  this  time 
is  supporting  what  Lord  Salisbury  calls  '  The 
integrity  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,'  which  means, 
the  propping-up  of  the  most  brutal  Government 
in  existence,  and  giving  a  moral  support  to  the 
'  assassin  on  the  throne/  It  is  impossible  to  im- 
agine that  the  people  of  the  Crewe  Division  would 
take  the  wrong  side  in  such  a  case. 

"  A  large  number  of  Conservatives  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  have  already  protested 
against  the  action  of  our  Government,  therefore 
it  should  be  an  easy  matter  for  the  Crewe  electors 
to  show  their  detestation  of  the  Turk  and  his 
massacres.  That  they  may  condemn  the  action 
of  our  Government  by  returning  a  Liberal  with 
a  large  majority  is  the  sincere  wish  of  one  who 
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has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  as  a  humble 
private  in  the  army  of  reform. 

"  Yours,  etc., 

"J.  HOWES." 

The  campaign  was  opened  with  great  enthu- 
siasm. I  spoke  at  the  first  meeting  ;  but  the 
next  morning  we  heard  that  the  Tory  leaders  in 
London — evidently  afraid  of  an  election  at  this 
time — had  insisted  on  the  Member  retaining  his 
seat,  and  the  contest,  therefore,  collapsed. 

"  On  the  field  of  battle,"  said  the  Major  in  a 
tone  of  voice  intended  to  inspire  valour,  "  a  brave 
soldier  will  always  be  found  where  the  bullets  are 
thickest.  You  understand  ?  Private  Flannigan, 
where  would  you  be  found  then  on  the  battle- 
field ? "  "In  the  ammunition  waggon,  sor," 
replied  Flannigan. 

This  valiant  Member,  to  avoid  the  bullets  on 
the  field  of  battle,  retired  to  the  ammunition 
waggon. 
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ELECTION  CONTESTS  IN  BARNSLEY,  MIDDLETON 
DIVISION,  AND  WEST  STAFFORDSHIRE — MR. 
BALFOUR  AND  THE  FACTORY  ACTS — THE  WAR 
IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

IN  September  of  1897,  a  Parliamentary  vacancy 
having  occurred  in  the  Barnsley  Division,  I  was 
sent  for  to  take  part  in  that  contest.  It  lasted 
six  weeks.  We  had  three  candidates  in  the  field 
—a  Liberal,  a  Tory,  and  a  Socialist.  It  was  a 
lively  fight,  but  it  resulted  in  a  brilliant  victory. 
The  Liberal  was  returned  over  both  his  opponents, 
with  the  largest  majority  ever  given  in  that  con- 
stituency. The  Manchester  Guardian  said  :— 

"  When  I  mention  the  fact  that  one  speaker 
alone,  the  indefatigable  Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  has 
addressed  something  like  sixty  meetings  in  town 
and  village,  it  will  be  seen  how  great  the  strain 
has  been.  The  activity  of  an  advocate  like  Mr. 
Howes  is  no  doubt  exceptional,  and  is  not  to  be 
taken  as  quite  an  accurate  index  of  the  work  of 
others." 

From  Barnsley  I  had  to  hurry  off  to  the  Mid- 
dleton  Division  of  Lancashire,  to  take  part  in 
the  bye-election  there.  The  day  after  my  arrival 
the  Rochdale  Observer  said  : — 

"Mr.  Joseph  Howes,  who  has  been  supporting 
Mr.  Walton's  candidature  at  Barnsley,  is  now 
speaking  for  the  Liberals  in  the  Middleton 
Division.  Yesterday  at  noon  he  addressed  an 
open-air  meeting  at  Middleton." 
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This  contest  also  resulted  in  a  victory ;  Mr. 
Duckworth,  the  Liberal  candidate,  succeeded  in 
winning  the  seat  from  the  Tories. 

1898.  In  January  Mr.  Arthur  Balfour,  M.P., 
addressed  a  large  meeting  at  Manchester,  but  his 
remarks  on  the  Factory  Acts  were  so  palpably 
untrue,  that  I  sent  the  following  letter  to  the 
Manchester  Guardian  : — 

"  MR.  BALFOUR  AND  THE  FACTORY  ACTS. 

"To  the  Editor  of  the  Manchester  Guardian. 

"  Sir, — Toryism  is  strong  in  this  country  be- 
cause of  two  factors :  the  reckless  misrepresen- 
tation of  the  facts  of  history  by  Tory  speakers, 
and  the  short  memories  of  the  people.  Mr.  Bal- 
four, when  addressing  his  constituents  on  Tuesday 
last,  repeated  a  Tory  fiction  in  the  following 
language  : — '  We,  the  Conservatives,  have  borne 
the  heat  and  blunt  of  the  battle ;  to  us,  and  to 
us  chiefly,  is  due  the  great  and  beneficial  Factory 
legislation,  which  has  done  so  much  for  the 
working  man.'  Now,  sir,  this  sentence  is  entirely 
untrue,  and  Mr.  Balfour  must  be  aware  of  that 
fact.  The  first  Factory  Act  was  passed  by  a  Tory 
Government  in  1801,  but  this  only  prohibited 
apprentices  from  working  more  than  twelve  hours 
per  day,  and  ordered  the  mills  to  be  cleaned  once 
a  year.  In  1819  an  attempt  was  made  to  limit 
the  hours  to  eleven  per  day,  but  the  Tory  Govern- 
ment, presided  over  by  Lord  Liverpool,  defeated 
this  proposal,  and  fixed  the  hours  at  72  per  week, 
leaving  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  who  were 
chiefly  employers  of  labour,  to  enforce  the  law 
against  themselves,  which  interesting  function 
they,  of  course,  neglected  to  perform.  Mr.  Sadler, 
a  Tory  M.P.,  in  1832  introduced  a  Ten-Hours' 
Bill,  but  he  was  bitterly  opposed  by  the  members 
of  his  own  party. 
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"  In  1844  Lord  Ashley  introduced  a  Ten-Hours' 
Bill ;  he  was  opposed  by  the  Tory  Government 
then  in  office,  and  they  again  carried  the  Bill 
with  the  twelve  hours'  limit.  The  next  attempt 
was  made  by  Mr.  Fielding,  in  1846.  He  defeated 
the  Tory  Government  on  the  Ten  Hours'  question 
and  the  next  Liberal  Government  carried  the 
Bill.  In  1850  the  same  Liberal  administration 
carried  another  Factory  Bill,  still  further  im- 
proving the  condition  of  the  workers.  In  1865 
Lord  Palmerston's  Liberal  Government  extended 
their  Factory  Legislation  to  workshops.  Mr. 
Gladstone's  Government,  hi  1870,  made  a  still 
further  extension  of  its  benefits,  and  then  came 
Mr.  Mundella's  great  Consolidation  Bill,  of  1874. 

"  These  facts,  although  briefly  stated,  are,  I 
think,  sufficient  to  prove  the  utter  falsity  of  Mr. 
Balfour's  contention. — Yours,  etc., 

"J.  HOWES." 

In  March  I  took  part  in  the  South  Bucks,  bye- 
election.  We  reduced  the  Tory  majority,  but 
could  not  win  the  seat. 

My  next  was  an  unsuccessful  bye-election  con- 
test in  West  Staffordshire,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  year  was  devoted  to  ordinary  lecturing  work. 

1899.  I*1  March  of  this  year  Sir  A.  Hickman, 
M.P.  for  West  Wolverhampton,  introduced  a 
deputation  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  protest 
against  the  introduction  of  automatic  couplings 
for  railway  trucks,  and  as  I  had  a  number  of 
friends  amongst  the  working  men  in  his  constit- 
uency, I  sent  the  following  letter  to  the  Wolver- 
hampton Express  : — 

"  SIR  A.  HICKMAN,  M.P.,  AND  AUTOMATIC 

COUPLINGS. 

"  Sir, — A  very  valuable  object-lesson  for  the 
working  men  of  Wolverhampton  has  just  been 
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presented  by  Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  M.P.,  and 
others,  when  forming  a  deputation  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against 
the  proposed  Bill  for  adopting  automatic  coup- 
lings to  railway  trucks.  The  present  Government 
has  introduced  a  half-hearted  Bill  on  this  subject. 
It  is  suggested  that  the  present  state  of  things, 
with  all  its  attendant  horrors,  shall  continue  five 
years  longer,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  Board 
of  Trade  shall  have  power  to  make  an  order 
stating  the  time  when  the  new  couplings  shall  be 
fitted — that  is,  if  what  the  authorities  consider 
to  be  suitable  couplings  can  be  provided  at  a 
moderate  figure ;  if  not,  we  are  told  '  no  order 
would  be  made  by  the  Board.'  Even  this  very 
timid  and  Tory-like  proposal  seems  to  have  driven 
some  of  the  Tory  employers  of  labour  into  a  state 
of  frenzy  ;  consequently,  a  large  and  influential 
deputation  has  waited  upon  Mr.  Ritchie,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  protest  against 
this  endeavour  to  save  the  lives  of  the  workers  ! 

"  Sir  Alfred  Hickman's  speech  ought  to  be 
presented  to  every  working  man  in  his  constitu- 
ency. He  thinks  the  uncoupling  stick  now  in  use 
is  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  and  he  tells  us  that 
at  his  own  colliery,  the  '  Spring  Vale,'  a  notice 
had  been  posted  up  '  ever  since  the  passing  of 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  making  it  a 
condition  of  employment  that  in  coupling  or  un- 
coupling railway  trucks  the  sticks  provided  for 
that  purpose  should  always  be  used,  and  stating 
that  any  man  found  going  between  two  waggons, 
for  the  purpose  of  coupling  or  uncoupling,  should 
be  deemed  guilty  of  serious  and  wilful  misconduct, 
and  would  be  discharged.' 

"  How  significant  that  this  notice  should  only 
have  been  posted  up  after  the  passing  of  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act ! 
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"Sir  A.  Hickman  says  if  he  does  not  oppose 
the  Bill  his  friends  would  say  :  '  What  is  the  use 
of  sending  you  to  Parliament  to  represent  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  country  if  you 
allow  a  Bill  of  this  kind  to  pass  without  protest  ? 
We  had  better  send  a  working  man,  who  has  the 
courage  of  his  opinions.' 

"  I  hope  every  weekly  wage-earner  in  Sir  A. 
Hickman's  Division  will  '  read,  mark,  learn,  and 
inwardly  digest '  these  observations  of  their 
Member.  He  represents  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests, and  that  leads  him  to  oppose  a  Bill  having 
for  its  object  the  protection  of  the  lives  and 
limbs  of  the  workers. 

"  In  my  opinion,  any  working  man  who  votes 
for  him  after  this  will  be  an  enemy  to  the  class 
to  which  he  belongs. 

"  M.  A.  G.  Barnes,  who  is  described  as  a  large 
'  Midland  Colliery  Proprietor/  warned  Mr.  Rit- 
chie that  if  this  Bill  passed  he  and  others  would 
withdraw  their  support  from  the  Government. 

"  How  much  longer  will  the  voters — who  re- 
ceived the  power  to  vote  from  the  Liberal  party 
— play  into  the  hands  of  these  gentlemen,  who 
care  so  little  for  their  material  welfare  ? 

"  Yours  truly, 

"J.  HOWES." 

In  June  I  took  part  in  the  Osgoldcross  bye- 
election,  and  I  never  worked  in  any  election 
with  greater  pleasure.  It  had  been  evident  for 
some  time  that  the  Member — Sir  John  Austin — 
was  allowing  his  Liberalism  to  evaporate  in  the 
most  rapid  manner.  When  Radical  measures 
were  before  the  House  he  either  absented  him- 
self or  voted  against  them.  At  last,  the  Liberal 
committee  passed  a  vote  of  censure  upon  him. 
He  at  once  resigned  his  seat,  and  appealed  to 
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the  constituency.  Under  these  circumstances 
there  was  no  alternative  but  to  fight.  A  splendid 
Radical  candidate  was  found  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  Roberts,  the  son-in-law  of  Lady  Carlisle. 
The  Tories  were  so  well  satisfied  with  Sir  John 
Austin  that  they  would  not  oppose  him.  The 
representative  of  the  Manchester  Guardian,  who 
saw  me  soon  after  I  arrived  in  the  constituency, 
published  the  following  : — 

'  '  If  we  can  only  secure  two  thousand  votes  for 
Roberts,'  said  Mr.  Joseph  Howes  to  me  at  Castleford, 
'  it  will  mean  notice  to  quit  for  Sir  John  Austin. 
He  will  then  see  that  at  the  next  General  Election, 
with  a  Tory  in  the  field,  he  would  have  no  chance 
of  winning  the  seat.'  ' 

We  had  a  very  determined  fight,  and  we  did 
much  better  than  we  expected,  although,  of 
course,  it  was  impossible  to  win. 

When  the  result  of  the  voting  was  known  a 
very  unusual  demonstration  took  place.  Both 
sides  applauded  vigorously.  The  Tories  and  Sir 
John's  other  friends  were  jubilant  because  he 
had  retained  his  seat,  and  Mr.  Roberts'  friends 
applauded  because  he  had  polled  so  well.  This 
was  one  of  those  few  cases  where  both  sides  were 
satisfied. 

About  this  time  the  criminal  war  policy  of  the 
Tory  Government  was  beginning  to  inflame  the 
public  mind.  The  misrepresentations  in  the 
Press  and  the  tricks  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  brought 
the  Jingoes  shouting  to  the  front,  until  at  last 
we  were  plunged  into  war  ;  and  then  a  lot  of 
Liberals  lost  courage  and  seemed  afraid  to  hold 
meetings.  .  It  was  said,  "It  is  of  no  use  trying 
to  direct  the  people's  attention  to  home  politics 
now  ;  they  will  attend  to  nothing  but  '  war.'  ' 

This  was  not  strictly  true.  The  Jingo  is  always 
noisy,  but  all  through  this  dreadful  business 
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there  were  a  lot  of  sober,  thoughtful  people, 
opposed  to  the  war  in  South  Africa.  I  kept  going 
on  whenever  I  got  a  chance,  condemning  the  war, 
and  giving  the  people  the  history  of  the  crimes 
that  led  up  to  it.  Of  course,  I  had  to  face  some 
stormy  scenes ;  but  when  the  people  were  how- 
ling at  me,  I  always  said  to  myself  :  "  Father, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do." 

In  October  I  was  in  Wiltshire,  where  I  found 
the  labourers  sound  on  this  question.  They  knew 
that  the  cry  of  "  Fight  for  your  country  "  was 
a  perfect  farce  as  far  as  they  were  concerned. 
Not  any  of  the  country  belonged  to  them.  They 
had  lived  in  it  all  their  lives,  and  worked  in  it, 
but  they  had  never  acquired  an  inch  of  it ;  and 
they  knew  that  "  war  "  would  not  help  them  to 
get  any.  From  Wiltshire  I  returned  to  Little- 
borough,  and  got  good  receptions.  The  local 
paper  said  :— 

"  Many  Littleborough  Liberals  were  delighted 
on  Monday  night  to  renew  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Joseph  Howes  who,  when  he  lived  among 
them  some  years  ago,  was  such  a  prime  favourite. 
This  week  he  is  addressing  several  meetings  in 
the  Middleton  Division,  with  a  vigour  and  elo- 
quence that  show  he  has  lost  none  of  his  old 
power." — Rochdale  Observer. 

During  this  month  I  also  lectured  to  a  large 
audience  at  Leamington.  The  Leamington 
Chronicle  said  :— 

"  Leamington  Liberals,  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  enthusiastic  approval  with  which  the 
audience  on  Wednesday  night  received  Mr. 
Howes'  vigorous  denunciation  of  the  Govern- 
ment's South  African  policy,  are  not  inclined  to 
forego  the  right  of  criticism.  No  portion  of  Mr. 
Howes'  lecture  was  more  relished  than  his  un- 
compromising remarks  on  the  war  and  its  cause, 
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and  the  references  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  were 
particularly  well  received.  The  meeting  was  quite 
a  success,  and  if  the  rest  of  the  series  are  as  well 
attended  and  enthusiastic,  the  political  com- 
mittee will  have  no  cause  to  complain  that  their 
labours  are  wasted." 

The  whole  of  November  I  spent  in  the  Market 
Harborough  Division,  where  I  addressed  some 
capital  meetings. 

In  December  I  was  back  in  Somerset  and 
Dorset,  and  I  remained  in  these  counties  until  I 
returned  home  for  Christmas. 

My  task  is  now  done.  I  have  told  the  tale  of 
the  chief  incidents  of  my  "  Twenty-five  years' 
fight  with  the  Tories,"  and  now  send  forth  this 
book,  hoping  it  may  be  found  interesting  to  those 
who  care  to  read  it.  I  do  not  claim  for  it  any 
measure  of  literary  excellence,  but  I  think  it 
contains  some  political  information,  which  may 
be  useful  to  the  student,  together  with  a  plain 
record  of  an  active  political  life. 
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